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futrodnétion,’ 


~ Were the prefent a period of ordinary afpect, perhaps 
there would not be fo mugh;reafon to lament the want 
of fuch a channel of a “00 sad But it is far 


otherwiles.., OB: the. ease ual seyplaiipt 
of Nt ‘infidelity, Bictts rsh a t ought 


not to alarm, fhoutd yet cael and matt all beliovars 


in God’s work, and animate them to union and zeal , 


again{t the common enemy. ,-; While, on the other, the 
plans which have been recently fet on foot, both in Eu- 
rope and America, for {preading the eofpel, and which 
have received fuch unexampled fupport, amidft fcenes 
of convulfion, revolution and bl od, cannot fail to warm 
and engage every pious mind. * Nor is this all: we learn 
from the moit refpe¢ctable and suthentic fources, that a 
{pirit of awakening and of {an¢tification is poured out 
from: dn highs .i.-copious meafures,..in feveral par : of 
the United States—that the namber of converts e 
crofs.of Chrift feéms. to be increafing—and that Pde 
tions aré.daily making:to:the Church, (in fomeyinftances 
from among thofe who were Jately her-bittereft, enemies) 
of fuch as there is reafon: to hope, ina Judgment, of 
charity, will be faved. 

Thefe ¢onfiderations induce the publither of the New 
York Miffienary Magazine to believe, that,a publication 
of thekiad which is here offered to -his- fellow. citizens,: 
will be peenhiarly tedtonable, and particularly acceptable, 
to alb who:take an. intereft im the welfare of the Re- 
deemer’s: kingdom. . When the great eyents»which are. 


_paffing. in the, world tend fo eminently to:-Keep -the. 


minds, of Chriftians inguifitive and, watchful, and to 
render a.medium ofcréligious intelligence fo unutually 
precious, he cannot doubt but that his plan will meet 
with general patronage; - He, therefore, undertakes it 
with the humble confidence of one who is perfuaded the 
coujewm which he is engaged is. good, and will prevail ;. 
and: who trufts, if he does nui deceive himfelf, that he 
is prompted, by a fincere wifh, to advance the intereft of 
pure and undefiled religion. 
Glorious things are promifed to the Church of God, 








s 


Tnivodutlion. — sy 


For thits faith the Lordy will extend peace 10 her like a 
river,’ and sé glory of the gentiles like a flowy fiream. 
T will Wot ap my hand tothe geatiles, and fet my: handard 
to the people, * Send they wall bine thy fous on their arms, 
and thy daughters shall be carried upon thei fhonlders. 
The divine promiles, that the Leuthen ~hallbe given to 
Fefus for his inheritances: ‘avid the attermopft paris of the 
earth fora poffeffio! on, and that ia Mefiah allihe families 
of the earth fhall be bleed, are vét to be fulfilled. “And 
faithful is he who hath pr omifed, who alfo: ‘will do it. 
Heaven-and earth may pals away, but not-one jet or tittle 
of all that has sone out of the mouth of ° ea ne pafs 


atody, until all be accomplifhed. 


| The moft:refpectable interpreters: of: the sréphietie 
{criptures have renerally aereed in affiening'the preféent 
as an highly interefting and eventful period, Their re- 
imarkable coincidence of fyftem; in viewing thefe perilous 
times a8 introductory to the laiter dav glory, Thould be 
treated with refpect evén by the moft incredulous. It 
is no {mall token for good, in this refpe&, that fo many 
in the’chriftian world are {0 anxionfly Jooking and fo 
earneftly’ praying for ‘that happy day; efpecially when 
this zeal for the Lord has arifen among the faithful, and 
appears to be growing, amidit the darknefs ‘and defola- 
tion 6f political confli@s.—We ferve a God whofe pre- 
rogative atid glory it is, to bring good out of evil, light 
out of darknefs, ordet out of confuh ion, and-a kingdom 
of the oreatett glory and bletlednefs out-of materials 
whicn are totally depraved. 

Ty this crifis, to be found fellow workers with God, 
is the greateft honout ‘fo: which mortals can afpire.— 
Should the publifher of the propofed work, or its pa- 
trons, have reafon to hope that this will be found in any 
meafure the cafe with refpe€t to them, it will afford a 
pleafure as much fuperior to earthly ehjoyments, as 
things eternal are fuperior to thofe which ate feen and 
temporal: It is an undertaking with which itis hoped 
that fuch ‘fuccefs, and fuch pleafure will be connected. 
which is now fubmitted to the public 


ont, 
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4 -. Introduétion. 


The work is defigned to embrace, and convey to the 
public, every {pecies of interefting religious intelligence, 
The proceedings of the three very refpe&table Miffonary 
Societies which have been formed in the. United States, 
and of fuch others as may: hereafter be formed, will 
claim our firft attention, and will be fully exhibited to 


our readers, from time'to time. But, befides thefe, it 2 


will come within our plan to receive and communicate 


~ every article of information, from: whatever domeftic 


fource, which. refpeéts the progre% of the gofpel, or 
which tends to difplay the power of Divine Grace on the 


_ hearts of men—accounts of revivals of religion—of re- 


markable individual converfions—of the organization 
of new religious focieties—of important proceedings in 
ecclefiaftical judicatories—and, finally, of all events and 
tranfactions which will have a tendency to bring the 
members of Chrift’s body better acquainted with each 
other, and to knit their hearts together in love. But 
the work will not be confined to domeftic objects: all 
miffionary, and other religious intelligence, frora beyond 
the Atlantic, will be carefully fought for, and early in- 
ferted. For this purpofé an extenfive foreign corref- 
pondence will be eftablifhed, and every exertion made 
to give as complete an exhibition as poffible of import- 
ant events in the Chriftian Church, in every part of 
the world. The patrons of this work may rely that 
the utmoft care will be taken to avoid thofe polemic 
difcuffions which would have a tendency to irritate and 
divide them; and that it will be conduéted in fuch a 
praétical, and, for the moft part, in fuch an Aiforical 
manner, as to unite all who are attached to the great 
doétrines of grace. | 
The publifher is wel! aware that the plan which he 
has fketched is extenfive, and that the tafk of execut- 
ing it will be arduous. He has made arrangements 
with fome gentlemen of refpectable charaéter, who will 
{tatedly aid him with communications, and with their 
advice. He would farther folicit the patronage of the 
friends of religion in every part of the United States; 
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and would efpécially intreat thofe who -n:y be able to 
furnifh, from time to time, articles of intelligence, or 
any other materials for the propofed work,. to forward 
them to him without delay.. He trufts.a generous 
public will not permit fuch an undertaking to be fruf- 
trated for ‘want of pecuniary fupport; and that none 

who love the profperity of Zion will withhold from its 
pages thofe communications which might gladden the 
hearts of the pious. Above all, he would implore that 
divine bleffing on the work, which alone can render any 
plan fuccefsful, and any exertions ufeful. 


< 
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An Account. of the Infitution, Progrefs, and prefent State 
of the New-York Miffonary Soctety. 


N the autumn of 1796, a number of mintfters in the 
city of New-York, being informed of the exertions 
which were then, and had_been for fome time, making 
in Great-Britain, to fpread the knowledge of the gof- 
pel among the heathen, became imprefled with the duty 
of making a fimilar attempt in America. After re- 
peated confultations on the fubject, they took mea- 
fures toengage in the plan a number ef clerical brethren 
in the vicinity, and private chriftians in the city, of dif- 
ferent denominations. Of thefe a general meeting took 
place on the firft day of November in the above-men- 
tioned year; on which occafion the Rev. Dr. M‘Whor- 
ter, of Newark, delivered a difcourfe on the “ Bleffed- 
nefs of the Liberal,’ which has been fince-publithed. 
The auditory was large and folemn, and the collection 
made on the occafion was very handfome. At this 
meeting, the gentlemen prefent agreed to form them- 
felves into a fociety for fending the golpel tothe fron- 
tier ‘fettlements, and among the Indian tribes in the 
United States. At the fame meeting the Society agreed 
to a Conftitution and Addrefs, which were foon-after-_ 


wards publifhed, and which, we prefume, our readers 
haye {een. 
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G New-Vork Mifionary Society. 


Soon ‘after the Conftitution and Addrefs were pub- 
lifhed; the attention of many Chriftians;\in different 
parts of the United States, was roufed to the important 
obje&t contemplated by the Miffionary:Society— Many 
communicated their approbation of the plan, and fome 


diftant churches. fent forward liberal contributions for 


i. ‘ « 


its f{upport and execution. 

The next annual meeting of the Society took place 
November 7th, 1797.: This meeting was general and 
folemn. In the evening of that day the Society ad- 
journed to the Old Prefbyterian Church, in Wall-ftreet, 
where a fermon, fuited to the occafion, was delivered by 
the Rev. Mr. Maton, of the Scots Prefbyterian Church, 
in Cedar-ftreet. This fermon has been fince publithed. 
There has feldom been feen, in the city of New-York, a 
more crowded, attentive, and ferious auditory than that 
which attended its delivery. The colleétion made af- 
ter fermon, was large, and did great honour to the li- 
berality of the citizens of New-York. 

What. was done by this important and laudable af- 
fociation between the time ot its firft inftitution, and 
the annual méeting in November, 1797, will appear by 
the following report of the Board of Directors, which 
was then made, viz. | 

After the organization of the Society, the firft care 
of the Dire€tors was to aim at laying a ‘broad and folid 
bafis for future operations. The frontier of the States, 
and the Indian country, exhibiting an extenfive field of 
Miffionary efforts, required great attention, while they 
prefented confiderable difficulty. That a plan of Mit- 
fions nught be devifed with judgment, and executed 
with fuccefs, it was neceflary to obtain correct informa- 
tion of both. A committee of inquiry was accordingly 
appointed for each of thefe purpofes, and dire&ted to 
prepafe: their reports as fpeedily as the nature of their 
bufinefs would admit. No printed documents fup- 
plying them ‘with fufficient materials, they were obliged 
to have recourfe to’individuals’ {cattered throughout the 
country, and many of them difficult of accels. From 
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thefe, and other impediments, the committees have not 
yet been ale, fo! aneprDb SD their abject. cits 2 
A. correfpondence has.alfo,been opened. with the lead- 


. 


ing Miffionary; Societies tm Britain ;, but .no; communti- 
cations from,them-haye, hitherto-been received, A ‘ 
7 _ ,..An,inftitution;fo novel in- this country, and fo much 
| - beyond, the ordinary habits of,religious enterprize as, the 
7’ prefent. Mifhonary Sogiety, could hardly expect to enjoy 
immediate and univerlalfupport.. Yet.it is not without 
peculiar, fatisfaction’ that the Directors find, that in 
proportion as it is underftood, it recomimrends itfelf to 
the approbation and: affection of Chriftians of different, 
denominations. . Refpectable additions have been made, 
to the number of members; and both congregations 
and individuals have evinced their anxiety for its prof-, 
perity, by liberal and unfolicited donations. to its trea-; 



































it 
* tury. :., The funds amount, at prefent, exclufive of alk 
a charges, to nearly one thouiand doliars;, which, though’ 


a {mall fum for any, weighty undertaking,’ deferves to 
be viewed as an encouraging Commencement.;. . | 

The: directors have’ ,thought themfelves,; warranted 
even ;by: exifting circumftances and profpedts, to ap=' 
point a,coemmittee to,.prepare, at their leifure, a fet of 
inftructions for Miffionaries, and to look ,out. for per: 
fons proper to be employed in the fervice af the Society. 
They are-not without pleafing hopes, that:the head of 
the church will raife-up, from time to time,, candidates 
endowed with a Miffionary. {pirit, who will,glow with 
zeal for the falvation of. the Heathen, and count. it a: 
diftingaifhed honour to carry’among them. the {weet 
favour of-his name. ; " 

Inquiry has. already been. addreffed to them, to af- 
certain whether it comes within the defign of the So- 
ciety to educate pious and promifing youth exprefily 
Ae for miffionary labours. © No office would be more erati- 
C fying to them, as they are, perfuaded.that nothing, can 
; be more’congenial to the end of the Society, nor to the 
wifhes of its members. 


The Directors feel:a peculiar fatisfacion in oblervings, 
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3 New-York Miffonary Society: 


that the Miffionary principle 1s not confined to theif 


~ own affociation. It -hath “penetrated to the’ diftant 


parts of the State, and produced): fome months: fince, 
another Society, founded on the fame doétrines, devoted 


to the fame objects, and defirous of co-operating in the 
famé plan, ‘by thé’ ftile of The Northern: Miffionary | 
Society in the State of New-York.” Articles of union | 


between that-inftitution and the New-York Miffionary 


Society, have been propofed, and acceded to by the 


Direftors; and will be laid before the Society: for final 


fatification, “[hey cannot but indulge the ‘coafoling 
thought, that the Spirit of the Hicheft hath begun the. 


good work, and that he will carry it on till his people 


throughout thefe- States fhall: combine their counfels, 


and confolidate their’ ftrength, in one grand and tri~ 


umphant' ex€ftion, to introduce his Gofpel into: the’ 
dark’ places of: the earth, which are yet full of the 


habitations of cruelty.” ) 
It is to thém:a {pring of no common elevation to 


learn, that- the ‘zeal for Miffions in the ‘ifland of Great- 
Britain, which firft fuggefted the idea of Miffionary 
Societies: here, is fo far from declining, that it gathers 
vigor with its-age. Obloquy only ferves to ‘cement 
its friends, and “oppofition: to-call- forth its energies. 
And the probability in which every gracious heart muft 
rejoice, is, that at this moment Chrift crucified is 
preached among the Pagans in the’iflands of the Pacific 


Ocean. Befides w hich, an evangelical Miffion is pro- 
jected, and before now, perhaps, executed, into the in- 


terior of Africa. The Lord blefs them, -and keep 
them! grant Chriftians here to emulate, and even fur- 
pafs their apoftolic example; and crown every embafly 
to the Gentiles with greater and greater fuccefs, till the 
whole earth be filled with his glory. | 

/ + Joun M. Mason, -See’ry. 
New-York, Nov. 6, 1797. 


In their proceedings on the above report, the Society 
refolved, that the education of proper perfons to-be 
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fent out as Miffionaries comes within their defign: and 
it will; no doubt, receive their particular attention as 
foon as their funds will permit. . 

The Society alfo agreed upon articles of union, and 
principles of co-operation, with the Northern Miflion- 
ary Society in the State of New-York, to take effect 


® whenever they fhall be ratified by faid Society. 


The objeéts contemplated by the Society involving 
heavy expenfes, and requiring the united exertions of 
its friends, it was judged neceflary to folicit from all the 
congregations throughout the country,: with which it 
has any connection, annual collections for its funds. 
—Little can be done in pecuniary efforts, unlefs thofe 
who long for the profperity of Zion fhall give their 
cheerful and perfevering aid; and from fuch aid, with 
the bleffing of Zion’s King, the happieft fuccefs may 
be rationally anticipated. 

The Society having agreed that two fermons fhall be 
preached at their next annual meeting, the Rev. Dr. 
Livineston, and the Rev. Dr. M‘Knicat, were ap- 
pointed to preach them; the former in the Scots Pref- 
byterian Church, on the evening of the firft day of their 
meeting, and the latter in the North Dutch Church, on 
the evening following. 

The Society having tranfacted their bufinefs, with the 
harmony and affection of Chriftian brethren, and filled 
with pleafing hope that their labours fhall not be in 
vain in the Lord, adjourned till the firft Tuefday of 
November, 1798. : 





On the firft Tuefday of November the Society met, 
according to adjournment; but fuch was the general 
derangenient, occafioned by a malignant and mortal 
difeafe which had prevailed for fome time before, that 
little was done, more than to elect officers and directors 
for the enfuing year. They adjourned to meet on the 
23d of April following, then to hear the fermons which 
had been appointed, and to tranfact whatever bufinefs 
might come before them. 


Vou. i. No. 1. B- 


















TO New-York Mifionary Society. 


. The Soéiety, according to the faid adjournment, meé 
on the 23d of April; 1799. In the evening of that day 
Dr. Livineston delivered a fermion, according to ap- 
pointment, in the Scots Prefbyterian Church in Cedar- 
{treet, from Coloffians 11. 11. @hrsft is all, and in all — 
The audience was large, attentive, and folemn; and the 
collection mide after the fervice was conforniable to the 
ufual liberality of the citizens of New-York.—On the 
next evening, Wednefday, the 24th of April, Dr. 
M‘Knreut delivered a fermon, according to appoint- 
thent, before the Society, in the North Dutch Church, 


from Ezekiel xxxvu. 3. And he faid unto me, Son of 


man, can thefe bones live? And I anfwered, O Lord 
God, thou knowef. This fervice alfo, notwithftanding 
very unfavourable weather, was very refpectably at- 
tended, and another liberal collection*-was made for the 
benefit of the Society. 

The operations which have been fet on foot in the 
Miffionary bufinefs, by the Society, will appear from 
the following report of the Directors, then made, to 
wear a favourable afpect. _ 

_ , IREPORT: 

Soon after the laft report, the Directors adopted a 
plan for focial prayer; which has been carried into ex- 
ecution, and, it is believed, has been attended with 
beneficial effects. “Fhe fecond Wedneiday in every 
month, meetings are held for this purpofe, in rotation, 
in all the churches of which the Minifters are members 
of the Society; and, though no contributions are urg- 
ed, yet whatever are made, are applied for the benefit 
of the Society. 

The Directors judged it to be their duty to begin a 
. Miffion as foon as poffible, and accordingly they early 
appointed a committee to obtain Miffionaries, and ar- 
range what appeared neceflary on this head. The com- 
mittee advertifed, time after time, with little apparent 
fuccefs. Receiving however intimation, from the Rev. 
Mr. Jofeph Bullen, of Vermont, that he would be 
willing to accept an appointment as a Miffionary, and 


4 #55 
4, 
: t) 














New-York Miffionary Society. aa 


being afcertained as to his character. and qualifications, 
they recommended him; and the Directors agreed) to 
employ him at the annual falary of three hundred, and 
feventy-five dollars, and to defray his expences. 1n 
travelling tothe place of his deftination. They agreed, 
at the fame time, that it would: be moft eligible to/at- 
tempt the eftablifhment of a Miffion firft among the 
Chickafaw Indians, a nation on the weftern borders. of 
the State of Georgia; and Mr. Bullen was requefted to 
come on without delay. They alfo advanced, him part 
of his falary to affift in his preparation, and requefted 
him to preachona certain evening in one of the churches, 
on which occafion the Prefident of the Society was ap- 
pointed togive him a charge as tothe duties of his miffion. 
‘The above requeft was complied with on the 21ft of laft 
month, when he preached, received a charge, and was 
{et apart to his work by folemn prayer.. ‘Fhe Directors 
fupplied him with a few books and articles, which were 
deemed proper, and advanced him two hundred: and 
fifty dollars to defray the expenfes incidental to his 
journey and miffion. Hie left this city on the 26th of 
laft month, accompanied by his fon, a lad of about 
{feventeen years of age, and who, it is fuppofed, will 
readily acquire the Indian language, and may be ufeful 
in teaching the Indian children; but he is not, at pre-~ 
fent, in the employ of the Directors. Certain docu- 
ments from the Government of the United States were 
cheerfully granted at Philadelphia to Mr. Bullen, and 
private direGtions and letters were given.him by gentle- 
men who kindly and warmly interefted themfelves in 
the bufinefs. The. laft account of him is from Lan- 
cafter in Pennfylvania, on the firft of this month, when 
he wrote that his journey had been fo far profperous, 
and that he had not been without evident tokens of the 
divine prefence. 

The Dire¢tors farther report, that on the petition re- 
ferred by the Society to them, from the Rev. Mr. John 
Sergeant, a Miffionary to the Stockbridge Indians, they 
have fent for his relief one hundred dollars, and they 
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have been happy to learn that the relief was uncommon- 
ly feafonable. They have alfo granted fixty dollars for 
one year to Paul, an Indian preacher who labours ara 
the remains of the Shinnecock, Montuck, and Poo 
pettuck tribes, in Suffolk county, Long-Ifland. 

Letters have been received by the Secretary from the 
Glafgow Miffionary Society, and from the particular 
Baptift Miffionary Society in England, in anfwer to 


letters written to them. ~~ 
The general inftructions to Miffionaries, the Addrefs 


to the Chiefs and Indians of the Chickafaw nations, and 


the Charge given to the firft Mifiiondry, accompany 
this report. 

‘The Society and its benevolent fupporters will {ee that 
the Directors have not been inattentive to the import- 
ant truft repofed in them; but that they have profecuted 
it, under the {miles of heaven, toa degree of fuccefs. 
If the profpects of the Miffionary already fent fhould 
prove encouraging, it is intended to ftrengthen him by 
others; nor are refources to be defpaired of, in this 


elorious undertaking. Inconfiderable as the beginnings | 


may feem, no one can calculate their probable increafe, 
and tendency to promote the kingdom of the divine 
Redeemer. He is King on the holy hill of Zion, and 
it is the irreverfible decree of God the Father to give 
tohis Son, the heathen for his inheritance, and the utter 
moft parts of the earth for his poffefion. 5 ek 
Signed by order of the Board of Dire@iors, 
JOHN M. MASON, Sec’ ry. 
Lin York, April 23, 1799. 

The Society having gone through the bufinefs which 
came before them, with harmony and affection, with 
gratitude to God, who had profpered them thus far, 
and with pleafing hope that he would crown their la- 
bours with more abundant fuccefs, appointed the Rev. 
Dr. Linn, to deliver a fermon, at the annual meeting, 


inthe Brick Prefbyterian Church, on the firfs Tuefday 


af November in the prefent year, to which time they 


adjourned. 
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On Thurfday the 1 3th of November, 1799, the Society 
met, at the requeft of the Board of Directors, having 
been prevented from meeting at the time to which they 
ftood adjourned, by reafon of a general derangement 
in the city, occafioned by the recurrence of a peftilen- 
tial epidemic. This derangement alfo prevented the de- 
livery of the annual fermon, and the ufual collection. 
The Society, however, elected their Officers, received 
the report of the Directors, and attended toall the other 
bufinefs which came before them. 

The Board of Directors having recommended to the 
Society to amend the Conftitution, by changing the 
time of the annual meeting, from the firft Tuefday in_ 
November to the firft Tuefday of April, the Society 
unanimoufly agreed to adopt the faid amendment, and 
accordingly adjourned till the firft Tuefday of April 
next, then to hear the annual Sermon in the Church 
before directed. 

The laft report made by the Directors will ferve to 
fhew the progrefs and prefent ftate of the Miffionary 
bufinefs under the direction of this Society. 


New- York, Nov. 14, 1799. 

Since the laft meeting of the Society, little has oc- 
curred to vary the ftate of its affairs, as they were de- 
tailed in the report then made. The {hort interval 
which elapfed before the return of public calamity, the 
difperfion of the citizens of New-York, and the de- 
rangement of bufinefs which it occafioned, left the Di- 
rectors few opportunities, and little leifure, for concert- 
ing meafures, and applying the means of more exten- 
live ufefulnefs. They have, however, the {atisfaction 
of congratulating the Society on the fafe arrival of their 
Miffionary at the {cene of his labours. . The kind Pro- 
vidence of God, in protecting and comforting him on 
his journey, in preferving his health, his hopes, and his 
confidence; in giving him, thus far, fayour in the eyes of 
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the heathen ; in f{timulating and enabling him, though 
not formally received by the nation, on account of the 
abfence of one of the chiefs, to enter without delay, and 
with alacrity, upon his interefting functions, deferves our 
firft and molt heart-felt acknowledgments, - In a letter, 
dated the eighth of June, which accompanies their Re- 
port, the Directors are rejoiced to the difcover the " 
and elevated principles of a Miffionary of the crofs. . 
affords them a pleafing proof, that the {pint of his = 
has, in fome meafure, defcended upon him, and ano 
lefs pleafing expectation, that the Captain of falvation 
will honour him to be the inftrument, if not of convert- 
ing, yet of preparing the way for converting, and bring- 
ing under the bond of the covenant, numbers of the 
outcafts of the Gentiles 

The Directors have. the additional fatisfaction of ac- 
quainting the Society, that they have obtained recent 
and flattering encouragement to profecute and extend 
their plan of miffions to the Southern Indians. Their 
prefent difpofitions and wifhes appear more favourable 
than at any former period, to the cultivation of religious 
truth, and of civilized manners. A gentleman of intel- 
ligence and enterprize, who has for fome time refided 
among them, is now exerting himfelf to facilitate the 
intercourfe, and confirm the friendfhip between them 
and the white people, and has engaged to promote the 
Objects of the Society to the extent of his power. But — 
the information and views of the Directors, with refpeét 
to his propofals, are not, as yet, fufficiently matured for 
acting upon them. 

It cannot be uninterefting to the Society to hear, that 
our brethren of the Northern Miffionary Society, are 
employing their vigilance and refources to eftablifh an 
evangelical miffon among the Northern and Weftern 
Savages. 

The wo will obferve, in the {tate of their pecuni- 
ary concerns, that the mind of the religious public is not 
indifferent to their profperity—they have at prefent, 
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Joun Rovcers, D. D. Prefident. 
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Officers and other Direétors eleéted November, 1799. 


00 
The Direétors, therefore, feel perfuaded, that the fitu- 
ation of the Miffionary concerns 1s aw{picious; and af- 
fords ample motives to excite thankfulnefs, to, pronapt 
praife, to animate zeal, and inforce perfeverance. 


Joun H. Livineston, D. D. Vice-Prefident. 


iat 


Mr. Divie BetHuNE, Treafurer. 
Rev. Joun M. Mason, Secretary. 


2 Rev. SAMuvEL MI LteEr, Clerk, 

oe .: OTHER DIRECTORS. 

> William Linn, D. D. Anthony Poft, Ef. 
John M‘Knight, D. D. Leonard Bleecker, Efg. 
Rev. Gerardus Kuypers, Mr. George Lindfay, 
Rev. john N. Abeel, Mr. George Warner, 
Peter Wilfon, L. L. D. Mr. John Bingham, 


Thomas Mackanefs, Efq. Mr. John Mills. 





is rectors. 











se Donations to the Society will be thankfully re- 
ceived by the Treafurer, or by any other of the Di- 


Infiru€tions from the Direétors of the New-York Miffon- 
ary Society, to the Miffionaries among the Indians. 


N this early ftage of the miffion, very particular in- 








{tructions cannot be expected. You will be fur- 
nifhed with them from time to time, according to the 
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Inftructions to.Mifionaries 


circumftances which arife; and fomething muft ever be 
left to your own prudence. There are, however, certain 
inftructions which will apply at all.times, and. in all cir- 
cumftances, and by which you are, invariably, to guide 
yourfelves. Theferefpect chiefly, 1. Your perfonal re- 
ligion.~ 2. The matter and manner of your teaching. 
3. Your outward deportment. The formation of 
religious affemblies, and the deinieebiie of ordinan- 
ces. 5. The eftablifhment of {chools for children. 
6. Obtervations on the language and cuftoms of the 
Indians, and on the profpeéts of making fettlements, 
and extending the gofpel among them. 

1. Your perfonal religion. No words can exprefs the 
importance of this, and urge it with fufficient warmth. 
Your comfort and fuccefs in your work depend upon it. 
Without it, the fineft genius, the higheit literary ac- 
quirements, and the greateft eloquence will be unavail- 
ing. By this we mean not only that your hope of an in- 
tereft in the Saviour be well founded, but that you con- 


{tantly ftrive to maintain the power of religion in your 


hearts; that you live near to God; giving yourfelves 
much to folemn meditation and prayer. As you need, 
in your difficult and perilous fituation, uncommon love 
to God, zeal for his glory, and communications of di- 
vine wifdom and ftrength, fo you fhould habitually 
{eek thefe, in the full affurance faith that they will 
be afforded. Though what is called oftentation in re- 
ligion is to be avoided as vile, yet endeavour to live in 
{uch a manner as that thofe who obferve you may be- 
lieve you to be holy men, denied to yourfelves, cruci- 
fied to this world, and whofe converfation is in heaven. 

2. Lhe matter ‘and manner of your teaching. As to 
the matter, let it be the great and peculiar doctrines 
of divine revelation; fuch as the fin and mifery of man 
by the fall; the eternal counfel of God, revealed in 
time, to fave finners by the fubftitution of his own Son; 
the incarnation, obedience, fufferings and death of the 
Son of God, in the room of finners; his refurrection, 
aicenfion, interceffion in heaven, and the final judg- 
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ment; the’application of the redemption of Chrift, by 
the Holy Spirit, and the abfolute neceflity of his‘agency 
to change the heart’ of men, and bring them to holinefs 
and happinefs.. The Confeffion of Faith contained in 
thé conftitution of the Society, is to be the confeffion of 
your faith, and your teaching is to be conformable there- 
to. Webelieve that thefe doctrines are appointed by 
God, and found in experience to be the only and ef- 
fe€tual means of favingly impreffing the minds of men, 
reforming their lives, and turning them to holinefs. 

We warn, yea, we charge you, our beloved brethren, 
againft fetting up your own wifdom ; againft preaching 
natural religion diftinét from revealed ; againft found- 
ine moral conduét on any other principle than the grace 
of God. We enjoin you to declare, as your hearers are 
prepared to receive it, the whole counfel of God; and to 
remember, in all your miniftrations, that Chri? eruci+ 
fied is unto them which are called ihe power of God, and 
the wifdom of God. We would enforce what we fay on 
this particular, by quoting part of the inftructions given, 
te the Miffionaries to the iflands of the South Sea.* 
*< The Bible, and the experience of the moft fuccefsful 
miffions affure us, that the great doCtrine of the Atone- 
ment muft be the chief corner ftone. Thé glory and 
the humiliation of Jefus, and every thing relative to the 
deliverance from fin and death’ by him muft make the 
eround-work.* A fimple recital of his love, the defign 
of his incarnation, death, and refurrection; thefe muft 
be the points, chiefly, repeatedly dwelt upon: The ob- 
ligations of love and duty which we owe him, naturally 
connect themfelves with thefe views; together with 
promites of his grace, through the agency of his own 
{pirit, to enable us.to follow him in the regeneration. 
Affect not fubtilties and deep points of controverfy, ei- 
ther among yourfelves or with the natives. Wave as 
much as poffible what would lead to queftions, rather 


* Counsels and instruétions for the regulation of the Mission, by 
the Directors of the London Missionary Society. 
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than godly edifying. Attempt not, by arguments on the 
reafonablenefs,. or evidences of the Chriftian religion, to 
difplay your,own. wifdom; or {uppofe you: can anfwer 
and filence, all their objections. » Adhere to the fimpli- 


city which ,is in Chrift, trufting to the power of the 


Holy Ghoft.to take the things of Chnft, and fhew.them 
to their confciences with divine conviction and effectual 
energy... : 
ves to abe manner 7 of: your teaching, let it be aR as 
is beft.adapted to the comprehenfion of your hearers. 
It.muft, needs be, when to the untutored Indian, and 


when by an interpreter, very plain, in fhort {entences, 


and. frequently interrupted ; partaking more of the na- 
ture of conyerfation, than of formal and continued dif- 
courfe. This will demand of you much condefcenfion, 
patience, and forbearance. You mutt become children 
to adapt yourfelves to childith underftandings, and pa- 
tience muft. have her perfect work, in bearing with ig- 
norance, petulance, and. flownefs of apprehention, Do 
not defpond when. you fee no immediate fruits of your 
labours, but wait in humble dependence on the Spirit 
of God, to give efficacy to his word. As the reading; 
of written difcourfes will not be neceffary, fo we would 
advife againft'it. Great attention will be required in 
finding proper interpreters, and it will be defirable, if 
practicable, that only thofe be employed who are con- 


verts to the Chriftian faith. You will take pains to 


acquire,.as foon and as much. as you can, a know- 
ledge of the Indian language, that fo you may not be 


{ubjeéted to the inconvenience, and, perhaps, to the 


unfkilfulnefs or unfaithfulnefs of interpreters. 
Your outward deportment.. ‘This is a matter to 


which we wifh you carefully to attend. You muft be 


grave, fober,.honett, chafte, meek, and faithful to your 
word. The Indians are grave in tranfacting all their 
bufinefs, and they expect the fame in others. They 
neither admire nor truft a light and trifling character. 
They are faid to pay a ftrict regard to truth. Be not 
you hafty 1 in declauing your intentions, and in making 
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promifes; but when made, let them be faithfully and 
punctually fulfilled. They exhibit, on many occafions, 
acuténefs and fagacity. They difcern deviations from. 
that natural law which, is written in their hearts, and it 
they find you defeétive, it will deftroy their confidence, 
and ‘prejudice them againft the gofpel. ~ The ftricteft 
attention to thefe things is the more neceflary, on ac- 
count of the intercourfe which has fubfifted between the 
nations of Indians and fome white people, in which the 
latter have grofsly deceived and cheated the former, 
committed crimes not even named among the heathen, 
and brought an unjuft reproach upon the Chriftian pro- 
feffion. If you can make the Indians fenfible of the 
difference between nominal and real Chriftians, and the 
impropriety of judging of Chriftianity by the conduct 
of fome who never felt its influence, who violate al! its 
precepts, and who are caft out by real Chriftians as un- 
worthy of communion, a great point would be gained.’ 

We further inftruct you to abftain from all traffic, 
all buying and felling of lands, all political difcuffions, 
and, in one word, from every thing which might excite 
a fufpicion that your errand is for any other purpofe, 
or that you have any other objeét 1n view, than fingly, 
their {piritual and eternal welfare. It-is of the utmoit 
importance that you adhere to this line of conduct, and 
thusimprefs the Indians with a conviétion of your tove 
to them béing great, and not influenced by felfith con- 
fiderations. Impofed upon in times paft, and awakened 
by the novelty of your miffion, they will pry into your 
motives, and diligently mark your actions. Pzt no 
Siumbling-block, or an occafion to fall in their way. 

By denying yourfelves to ftrong liquors, you may 
fave yourfelves both. trouble and blame. It is wel! 
Known how fond the Indians are of rum, and how perni- 
cious it isto them. Should they fee you indulge in the 
ufe, it will whet their defires, ‘and they will plead your 
example. 

The Miffianories of the United Brethren, ufually cal- 
led Moravians, have never been in the practice of mak. 
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ing preferts to the Indians to gain their favour and pro- 
tection; nor are they to be encouraged to expect any 
from you. Befide, that prefents would open-the door 
for an expenfe which the funds of the Society will not 
admit, we had rather you fhould gain their favour by 
more fubftantial acts of kindnefs ; and teach them that 
they owe difintereftednefs for your own, in foregoing 
every earthly advantage and comfort to bring them the 
unfearchable riches of Uhrift. TheSociety will make every 
exertion in their power to promote the knowledge of, 
and attention to agriculture and the arts of civilized 

- life; but nothing is to be expected for gewgaws and 
tinfel ornaments. 

On whatever regards your external accommodation, 
we can only fay, .that it may be neceflary to confgrm 
to the habits of living among the Indians, fo far as is 
lawful and decent ; and, efpecially, that you fubmit to 
the coarfeft fare, and the hardeft lodging, without difla- 
tisfaction and complaint. ‘To expect the conveniences 
of civilized life, would betray a want of the miffionary 
{pirit. The great apoftle of the Gentiles knew, doth to 
E full and té be hungry, both to abound and to fuffer.need ; 
and his divine Matter, the Lord and Saviour of us all, 
when he dwelt upon this earth, had not where to lay his we 
head. * 

Another thing of great moment in your conduct may a 
be mentioned here, which is, that you fhun diffentions 
among yourielves. While you are careful not to {peak 
of the divifions which fo fhamefully prevail in the 
Chriftian world, you fhould exhibit in your own fociety 
true love and ceacord. Never differ about particular eS 
modes and ceremonies of w orfhip, or things not, effen- B 
tial; confidering that your work is to win men toChrift, a 
and not to make profelytes to any fect or denomination “ 
whatever. In cafe of your meeting with Miffionaries ‘ 
from other denominations, and_ ofa different faith, you Ke 
are to fhun public difputation with them, and to pur- 
fue, with mildnefs, firmnefs, and fteadinefs, your own 
fyftem.” The Miffionaries of the United Brethren, par- Bi 
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ticularly, are entitled to your efteem and confidence, 
the Lord having honoured them in their long and inde- 
fatigable labours. We think that a mutual confidence 
and correfpondence might fubfift; and that, without in- 
terfering, you fhould provoke each other unto /ove, and 
to good works. We cannot better advife you on the 
fubjeét of union than in the words of the excellent charge 
addrefled to the Miffionaries already mentioned.* ‘ Let 
me advife you not only to guard againft falling out by 
the way (which God prevent), and to love one another 
out of a pure heart fervently, but even let the poor ig- 
norant natives take knowledge of you, that you do fo 
love one another, and that with the love of benevolence 
you are affectionately attached to them. Let them be 
conftrained to fay, ‘* Behold how thefe new-comers love 
one another!” And again, in the words of the Inftruc- 
tion; ‘* Bear and forbear: holding the unity of the {pi- 
rit inthe bond of peace. Satan’s chief device will be 
to divide you. Form no parties, nor cabals; ever re- 
member the words of the Lord: He is the greateft in 
his kingdom, who is the fervant of al/. We requett it 
folemnly, we adjure you in the Great Mafter’s name, 
Love one another out of a pure heart fervently. Your ex- 
amples muft preach as powerfully as your words. But 
if ever bitter envyings and {ftrife arife, you will put an 
effectual bar to your own ufefulnefs, and defeat the great 
purpofe of your miffon. Let all your zeal, therefore, 
be referved for your work, and let no {felfith paffions 
mingle with it, to corrupt the fimplicity which is in- 
Chrift,”” 3 : 

4. Lhe formation of religious affemblies, and the ad- 
minifiration of ordinances: It will be proper to have 
fixed places in the villages or moft populous diftriés 
where to aflemble, with the Indians who may attend, 
on the Lord’s day, and occafionally on other days, for 
public worfhip; and when circumftances admit, to con- 


* The charge was delivered by Dr. Edward Williams, minister 
at Rotherham, Yorkshire. 
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ititute regular congregations. This fhould- not, how- 
ever, prevent the itinerating from place to place, where 
accefs can be had for preaching the gofpel. 

As foon as a few Indians are brought to embrace the 
faith, are inftructed in the great truths of religion, and 
give eood hope of ftedfaftnefs in ther profeffion, they 
are to be publicly initiated the church by baptifm, and 
afterwards their children. As foon, alfo, as it appears 
to be for edification, the hoy fupper of our Lord is to 
be adminiftered to all the baptized adults, We enjoin, 
at the fame time, that none be admitted to thefe feals of 
the covenant, without frequent converfation, and {uf- 
ficient {pace for trial. A hafty admiffion is injurious 
to the perfons themfelves, and they may, by their apof- 
tacy, deeply wound the caufe of Chritt. 

When Indian women feck inftruction in private, let 
one of the women of the miffion be their teacher; 
or, let the converiation be held inthe prefence of : their 
hufbands, fathers, or others, fo as to avoid temptation, 
and the {malleft caute of fulpicion to the Indians. We 
enjoin the utmoft circum{pection in this matter. 

Happy confequences will enfue from teaching the In- 
dians the ufefulnefs and facrednefs of the Lord’s day, 
from teaching them the nature and duties of the married 
{tate, and, as frequently as poffible, {olemnizing it with 
exhortation and prayer. | 

As the finging of pfalms is a neceflary and agreeable 
part of divine worfhip, we recommend:that it be intro- 
duced as {oon as convenient. It will be acceptable to 
the Indians, and to fuch you fhould pra¢tice it in your 
private and public devotion, and teach it tothem. The 
tunes which are adopted thould be. of the fimpleft, 

eafieft, and graveft kind. 

Some of the Indians who give reafonable evidence of 
their converfion, and are otherwife the beft qualified, 
may be profitably employed as interpreters, inftructors, 
or exhorters. Their knowledge of the language, difpo- 
titions and manners of their brethren, will give them a 
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powerful advantage, and theyiwill be’ an unfpeakable 
fecurity, fupport and.comfort toyou., 90 yen 

5. The Eftablifhment of Schools. for, Ghildven.  -Ihnis 
will require your early and unintermitted attention. By 
inftructing children, or rather youth, in the Englifh lan- 
guage, the way. will,be prepared for preaching the. gof- 
pel hereafter with fuccefs, and there will be an opportu- 
nity of inftilling found principles, and. gtadually gaining 
them over to civilization and religion. Were:no other 
prefent advantage to offer than this, the next generation 
might fee the; moft.extenfive and beneficial, effects. 
Wherever a {chool. or fchools can be eftablifhed,. it will 
be the duty of the perfons employed to teach, diligently 
to attend to this bufinefs; and while the children. are 
taught the moft common branches of learning, to teach 
them the principles of the Chriftian religion, and to: lead 
them, morning and evening, in prayer and. finging 
praifes to God, fie L or rego 

6. Odbfervations on the language and cufioms of the, In- 
dians ; and on the) prof[pects of making fettlements, and ex- 
tending the gofpel among them. ..very thing which. re- 
lates to the Indians,..is an objec, not only of curiofity, 
but of real utility., By their langyage and cultomys we 
are. moft likely to,arrive at their origin. .A. vocabulary 
of Englifh words,. prepared .and.alveady. fent..out bya 
Gentleman engaged in mquiries of. this kind, will be 
put into your hands,.and you are defired to mark the 
Indian names for thefe things,,.that fo the number of 
languages and the different dialects may be afcertained. 
Lhe Directors will make inquiry as to ihe. affiftance 
which is to be expected from the tranflations which 
have been made into fome Indian languages of parts of 
the holy fcriptures, and, if found ferviceable, means 
will be taken to fupply you with them. 

On the fubject of obtaining land, and. forming a fet- 
tlement among them, you are to be extremely cautious, 
as they. difcover jealoufy and. oppofition. We adyite 
that you do not folicit it, but wait for the propolal to 
come from them; and that you fhow them that you 


y: 
- » eae; 
1 CEE aegine ene vn pete pemetgae ri 


* 


Sage 
a 


+ TRONS ec. hee bir 


1 A ile, On, 





© ail = 
te ; bai 
he ee Sa “ae. “Se ] 
= as, . a + ve 
. 


i CREE aes 





2 4. Inftruétions to Miffonaries. 


are not a€tuated by ambition or avatice, and defiré no 
farther footing or property among them than is neceffa- 
ry in order to:your ferving‘them in their moft valuable 
jnterefts. In this delicate. affair, and oré which may 
be attended with fuch ferious conifédjuences, we think 
it our-duty to inftruct you, that no’ grant’ of land is'to 
be accepted ‘by any miffionary for his pérfonal emolu- 
ment;, that if finy'offer be made by the Indians, it 


fhalt be'fent by you'to the Direétors of the Society, and - 


accepted by them, if judged proper, for the general 
benefit of the miffion. Wohenevera fettlement is form- 


ed, it will be your duty toattend, at proper feafons, to 
the cultivation of the land, ahd to the praétice of me- 
chanic arts, in order to benefit the Indians, and affitt 
in your own maintenance. Implements will be given 
you by the Society ‘for this purpofe. 


You are carefully to remark what profpects appear of 


propagating the gofpel among the nation you firft vifit, 
and other’ nations around ; what Miffionaries are needed 
and'might be ufefuily ethployed ; and what things are 
neceflary to give fuccefs and permanency to miffions. 

Thefe, and every thing proper for the information of 
the Society, together with the copy of an exact, journal 
which you muft keep of all your proceedings, you are 
to tranfmit to the Secretary once every fix months, and 
oftener if occafion requires. Wee recommend that every 
perfon in the miffion keep a particular diary of his own ; 
that you unrefervedly communicate to one another every 
material occurrence; and that you appoint one of your 
number to arrange a general diary of the whole, a copy 
of which is to be tranfmitted, and to conduct your cor- 


refpondence, 
Finally, be <« “ured, our beloved brethren in the 


Lord, that nothing in our power. {hall be wanting to 
contribute to your fupport, your comfort, and your 
fuccefs. Do not faint, or be difcouraged under the 
difficulties with wiih you may have ‘to ftruggle. 


Endure kar dnefs as good foldiers of Tefus Chriff. Count 
not your lives dear unto yourfelves, fo that you might finife 
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your courfe with joy, and the minifiry which you have re- 
ceived of the Lord Fefus, to teftify the gofpel of the grace 
of God. Your work is moft honourable. <“¢ I had rather 
die a miffionary,” faid one, ‘‘ than live a monarch, for 
fuch ftars muft differ from all other flars in glory.”’* We 
commit you to the guidance and protection of God. 
We fhall bear you continually in oyf* minds to his 
throne of grace in our private devotions, and in the 
affemblies of his people. The faithful in every part of 
the world, daily offer up prayers in your behalf, Be 
encouraged, above al], by the promife of him to whom 
all power is given in heaven and 1n earth, and who hath 
faid, Lo, I am with you alway. May you be inftru- 
mental in turning many of the heathen to righteoufnefs, 
who fhall be your hope, your joy, and your crown of rejotc- 
ing, in the prefence of our Lord Fefus Chrift, at his coming. 


















a * The Rev. Edward Parsons, in his charge to the missionaries 
going to Africa. 











| ACharge to the Rev. Mr. Fofeph Bullen, firft Miffionary 
to the Indians, from the New-York Miffionary Society 
\ = for propagating the Gofpel among the Heathen; delivered 
~ by Appointment of the Society, in the New Dutch 
-) Church, March 21, 1799. By Fohn Rodgers, D. D. 
fenior Minifter of the United Prefbyterian Churches in 
the ity of New-York, and Prefident of faid Society. 


REVEREND AND DEAR BROTHER, 





HE character in which you ftand before this af- 
ty _fembly is highly important, and peculiarly in- 
be terefting to all who regard the fouls of men, and the 
 protperity of the Redeemer’s kingdom.—You ftand 
here as the firft meffenger employed by the New-York 
_ M)ffionary Society, to carry the glad tidings of falva- 
ae tion to the heathen on our borders, who are perifting 
a for lack of knowledge. 
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You have the honour to be the firft in entering upor 
thofe labours which the liberality of our Chriftian 
brethren has enabled.us to commence, and to which we 
hope others, provided by the great Lord of the harveft, 
will foon follow you. Every pious heart within thefe 
walls feels a tender intereft in your undertaking, and 
beats high withanxious hope for the refult of your mif- 
fion! 

You are entering upon a new and untried fcene of 
labour. Though you have been for fome years clothed 
with the honourable chara¢éter of an ambaflador of 
Chrift, you cannot but be fenfible, that the field of 
minifterial exertion to which you are haftening, is 
widely different from that to which you have been 
hitherto accuftomed. You are going to a region which 
the joyful found of the gofpel has never yet reached— 
to a howling wildernefs, where the arts of civilized life 
are almoft unknown—to a people covered with the 
gloom of ignorance, fuperftition and barbarifm. You 
are about to take upon yourtelf the mighty tafk of pro- 
claiming the good news of falvation through a crucified 
Saviour, to thofe who never heard of his name, and of 
carrying the light of the Sun of Righteoutnefs to thofe 
who are fitting in the region and fhadow of death. 
Who can tell the confequences of this folemn under- 
taking! Who can calculate how deeply the glory of 
God—the interett of the Redeemer’s kingdom—and 
the falvation of millions yet unborn, may be involved 
in this miffion ! 

Permit me, therefore, my dear brother, before we 
bid you adieu, permit me, with all plainnefs and affec- 
tion, in the name of the Society to which you are en- 
gaced, to offer you a few words of parting council, and 
to commend you, by prayer, to the great Head of the 
Church. 

And, in the firft place, Let me entreat you to main- 
tain an holy jealonfy, and an unremitted watchfulnefs 
over your own heart. This is of the utmoft import- 
ance, whether you regard your comfort or your uleful- 
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nefs. - Irkfome indeed will the labours of the wilder- 
nefs be, unlefs you have grace in lively exercife—un- 
lefS you are habitually animated by ardent love to Chnift, 
and by a tender concern for precious and immortal fouls. 
Nor can it be reafonably expected, that the duties of 
your miffion will be ditcharged with fuch diligence and 
zeal, as to promife much fuccels, untefs you are care- 
ful to keep alive in your own breaft, a deep fenfe of the 
importance of the truft committed to you; and unlefs 
an holy ambition to advance your Mafter’s kingdom, 
fire your bofom, and daily ftir'up the energies of your 
foul. And here, let me remind you, dear Sir, that the 
circumftance of your being far removed from your 
brethren in the miniftry, and from the Chriftian focie- 
ty which you have hitherto enjoyed, will render pecu- 
liar attention to this point neceffary. You have been 
accuftomed to the animating converfation, and the con~ 
foling intercourfe, of Chriftian friends: But in the dif- 
tant region to which you are going, you will be in a 
great meafure cut off from thefe fources of improve- 
ment and confolation. The moft you can expect from 
the objects of your miffion, will be the kindnefs of fa- 
vage barbari{m, and occafional miniftrations to the 
wants of your body; you can expeé¢t to find no fpiritual 
helpers among them—no eracious heart that will an- 
{wer to your own, as face an/wereth to face ina glafs. In 
this fituation it will be your intereft and your duty to 
be more than ordinarily engaged in communing with 
God, and with your own heart—See that proper motives 
animate all your exertions, and direét all your labours 
—Guard equally againft that felfith ambition which 
may lead you aftray, and that criminal flot!f which will 
tempt you to fhrink from the toils of your important 
embafly. Make it your daily ftudy to live near to God, 
and to endure as feeing him who is invifible. Watch and 
pray that ‘vou enter not tuto temptation. Seek after a con- 
tinual increafe of that precrons faith which raifes the foul 
more and more above the vanities and the’ difficulties of 
this world—Study to grow in that holy love. which 
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hopeth all things, believeth all things, and ENDURETH 
all things. Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of your 
Lord and Saviour Fefus Chri. Thus mayeyou expe& 
to perform your arduous labours with comfort to your- 
felf, and with ufefulnefs to the fouls of men. 

In the fecond place, While you exercife a folicit- 
ous care over your own heart, ftudy to deliver to the 
poor heatheh the plain, genuine and unadorned gofpel 
of Chrift. Wecharge you before God, that you know 
nothing among them, fave Fefus Ghrif, aud him crucified. 
Never fuffer yourfelf to fubftitute human devifes for 
the fimplicity of evangelical truth, Believe it, my bro- 
ther, if ever you fucceed in converting the heathen from 
fin to holinefs, and from Satan to the living God, it muft 
be by the pure gofpel of the Saviour. This is the Sharp 
two-edged fword, which pierceth even to the dividing gfun- 
der of foul and [pirit, and of the joints and marrow 3 anc 
which difcerneth the thoughts and intents of the heait. 
This is the weapon which is mighty through God, to the 
pulling down of firong holds, and which bringeth ever 
thought into captivity to the obedience of Chrifi. Diligently 


endeavour, then, in your public preaching, and 1n your 


--private conferences, toimprefs upon their rude minds, that 
all have finned and come fhort of the glory of God—that by” 


the works of the law no flefh living can be suf iuftified—that 
Sinners aresuflified, freely by God's grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Chrift ¥ofus—and that 42s blood cleanf- 
eth from all fin.—Do not wafte your time ta doting about 
queftions and frifes of words; or in ditcuffing the fub- 
tilties of polemic divinity. Do not imagine that you 
will be able to remove all the objections which the car- 
nal mind may make to evangelical truth; and therefore 
do not dwell on thefe, but rather imitate the conduct 
of the apoftles, who infift much on the fall and depra- 
vity of man; on the incarnation, the humiliation, the 
atonement, and the glory of Jefus Chrift. Endeavour 
often to give fimple and affecting recitals of his love, his 


_ fufferings, his death, his refurrection, and his afcenfion 


to glory ; and the obligations we are under to the un- 
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fearchable riches of his grace——Take every opportunity of 
impreffing thefe truths on their minds ; deliver them 
with plainnefs, with pungency, and with affection— 
not in the enticing words of man’s wifdom, but in demon- 
firation of the [pirit and of power—And for this pur- 
pofe, let the fcriptures of truth be your daily fludy, and 
the great ftandard of yout.preaching. This facred vo- 
lume contains at once your commiffion and your in- 
ftructions—Keeping clofe to this, as the rule of your 
miniftry, and living near to the Lord Jefus, as the 
Captain of your falvation, you may fafely truft hint for 
the fruits of all your labours. : 

Once more, Let your example among the heathen 
correfpond with your preaching—let your converfation 
be a living comment on the pure gofpel, which you re- 
commend to them—teftify to them every day, that the 
religion which you preach has its proper effect on your 
own heart and life—and that you are by grace yourfelf 
what you would perfuade them to be. li they fee you 
violating thofe precepts of uprightnefs, temperance, pu- 
rity and univerfal holinefs, which you will of courfe de- 
liver to them, it will difgrace your character and deftroy 
your ufefulnefs. An immoral minifter of the gofpel is 
every where an odious anda mifchievous character; but 
an immoral mifiouary, an unholy meflenger of falvation 
to the benighted-heathen, is peculiarly odious, and 
is likely to be an hundred fold more mifchievous : For 
while the uncultivated favage is oftentimes fhrewd and 
difcerning, and ts foon fhocked with the inconfiftency 
of fuch a character, he is deprived of thofe advantages, 
which, if enjoyed, might take away, in fome meature, 
the force of fuch fatal example—and thus he is left to 
all its deftructive influence—and is hereby tempted to 
loathe and fhun a religion which has fuch profeflors. Be 
careful then,. to walk worthy of your high calling, in all 
lowlinefs and meeknefs—letting your Light fo fhine before 
the heathen, that they may fee your good works, aud glorify 
your Father who is in heaven. < 

And here I would, in an efpecial manner, enjout it 
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upon you, to exhibit to the favage tribes among whont 
you may labour, upon all occafions, that frank, open and 
difinterefted character, that is always impreffive, even 
on the minds of barbarians. Never give them caufe 


to fufpect you of mercenary motives, or of hidden and 


difengenuous defigns. All experience proves that the 
moment any thing of this kind 1s difcovered, your in- 
fluence will be at an end. Let your diligence, your 
Zeal, your felf-denial and mortification to the world, 

convince them, that you feck not THEIRS, but THEM— 
that the governing end of all your labours is to promote 
their temporal and eternal happinets. Accommodate 
yourtelf, as far as the purity of the gofpel will admit, to 
their cuftoms and their preyudices—and let your apotto- 
lic zeal be tempered with that apottolic prudence, which 
became all things to all men, that he might gain fome. Be 
wife asa ferpent, and harmiefs as a dove. 

In a word, my dear brother, you have every reafon to 
expect that you will meet with many trials, and even 
formidable difficulties. You will have to contend with 
the perils of the wildernefs, and with the numerous in- 
conveniences of barbarous life. You will have to en- 
counter the obftacles arifing from the ferocious temper, 
the roving difpofition, the fuperftitious prejudices, and 
the profound ignorance of the heather tribes to which 
you are going. In addition to the numerous difcourage- 
ments which ordinarily befet the ambaffador of Chrift, 
you will have many peculiar to your fituation as a mif- 
fionary among the heathen. Thefe are confiderations 
which, were there nothing to counterbalance them, 
would appal the ftouteft heart. 

But let none of thefe things move you. Remember the 


divine commiffion, Go ye “into all the world, anu preack 


the gofpel to every Creature. And remember the gracious 
promife with which it was accompanied —** Lo lam 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” Goin 
the name, and in the ftrength, therefore, of the mighty 


God of Jacob! Endure hardne[s as a good foldier of Fefus 
Gihrifi. Count not even your life dear unto you, that un 
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snay finifh your courfe with joy, and fuccelsfully accom- 

lith the great ends of the miniftry you have received 
from the Lord Jefus. Happy and honoured indeed will 
you be, if God fhould make you an inftrument of haf- 
tening on the glorious period, when the defert fhall re- 
‘oice and bloffom as the rofe—when thofe who are afar off 


frall be brought nigh by the blood of Chrifi—when the hea- 


then fhall be given to him for an tnheritance, and the utter- 
moft parts of the earth for a poffefion—and when all the 
ends of the earth fhall fee the falvation of our God. Go 
in peace! May you have grace to be faithful unto death | 
and when the chief Shepherd fhall appear, may you recetv 
a crown of glory that fadeth not away! Amen. , 


/ 


/ 
/ 


Paftoral Letter from the General Affembly of the Prefbyte- 
rian Church in the United States of America to the 
Churches under their cate. 











Dear Friends, and Brethren, 


EING, by the favour of Divine Providence, con- 
{titutionally convened, in General Affembly, for 

the purpofe of deliberating upon thofe affairs which re- 
{pect the welfare and intereft of that branch of Chrift’s 
church more immediately under our care and fuperin- 
tendance, and having made particular inquiry into the 
prefent {tate of the religious focieties and churches with- 
in our limits, and of practical religion among them, to- 
gether with the probable means of promoting the prof- 
perity, and increafing the {pirit and power Of vital piety 
and godlinefs throughout our country ;,. we efteem it 
our duty to communicate to you the refult of our in- 
quiries and deliberations on thefe important fubjeéts; 
to iuggeft to you thofe duties which we fuppofe parti- 
cularly incumbent on you, and fuch confiderations as 
may feem beft calculated, in a proper manner, to affe@ 
and influence you. 
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Know then, dear brethren, that notwithftanding — 
there is {till caufe todeplore the great prevalence of vice 
and immorality; to lament that the duties of religion 
are not attended to as they ought to be; or that its fa- 
cred inftitutions and ordinances are not duly revered, 
nor accompanied, in general, by thofe influences of the 
{pirit of God, which are neceflary to give them their 
defired efficacy ; yet that, amidft this generally unfa- 
vourable afpect, there ‘are feveral particular circum- 
{tances peculiarly comforting and encouraging. It ap- 
pears, alas! that in fome parts of our churches, there 
is a prevailing luke-warmne/s and formality in religion ; 
that the wife virgins are flumbering and fleeping with 
the foolifh; that through the abounding of iniquity, 
the love of many is waxen cold; and that thofe perni- 
cious principles which tend to fap the very foundation 
of religion and morality, to deftroy our prefent peace 
and comforts, and to blaft the hopes of a blefled and 
elorious immortality, have, in various inftances, been 
imbibed, and produced their unhappy effects. But we 
have heard from different parts, the glad tidings of the 
out-pouring of the pak and of times of refrefhing 
from the prefence of the Lord. We have heard from 
feveral parts of our churches, and elfewhere, of the late 
hopeful converfion of many. From the Eaft, from the 
Weit, and from the South, have thefe jovful tidings 
reached our ears. Yes, of the triumphs of the power 
and grace of the Redeemer, in bringing feveral deter- 
mined and avowed infillels into fubje€tion to himfelf, and 
making them the willing captives of his crofs, have we 
heard. And in various other places, where the effects are 
not fo powerful and great, we are happy to learn that 
there is an evident increafed refpect for the inftitutions 
of religion, and attention to its important concerns. 

The favourable reports of our miffionaries upon our 
Northern and Weftern frontiers, of their labours and 
fuccefies, during the laftyear, afford rational ground to_ 
belreve that the afpropriations of the voluntary contri- 
butions of our Chriftian brethren, for the benevolent 
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purpofe of extending the means of religious inftruction, 
in thofe parts of our country, will prove fatisfactory to 
them, and encourage them to further affiftances in that 
wa 

Let us not defpife the day of comparatively finall 
things. Let us give God the glory for what he has 
done, and look to him, and truft in him for what we hope 
he will further do. Thisémall cloud which appears as 
yet but as a man’s hand, may overfpread our horizon; 
and plentifully water the churches with the fhowers of 
heavenly grace. 


Lift up your eyes upon the nations of the world. 


Doth it not appear as 1f God was arifing to fhake terri- 
bly the earth? Fear not. Whatever the defigns of 
Satan and wicked men may be; the Lord reioneth. 


The adminiftrations of the kingdoms of Providence and. 


grace, are in the hand of the Glorious Mediator. He 


is given to be the head over all things for the church.- 


«“ The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have 
<< lifted up their voices; the floods lift up their waves. 
“But thou art mightier than they; thou ftilleft the 
‘‘ noife of the fea, the noife of its waves, and the tu- 
<< mults of the people.” | 

All the difpenfations of Providence referred to, tend 
to promote, and fhall finally terminate in the advance- 
ment of the glory of God, and the beft intereft of his 
church and people. 

Is there, then, a perfon who loves the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, that doth not anxioufly inquire, what is my 
duty? what is incumbent on me, or what can I do that 
will have a tendency to advance the glory of God, the 


intereits of my Redeemer, and the welfare of precious: 


and immortal fouls ? 

To all fuch inquirers we anfwer, let each commence 
the work by vigorous exertions, ina diligent ufe of the 
means for reviving the life and: power ot religion j in his 
own foul. Let minifters labour to preach the cofpel 
of Chrift ably and faithfully, as thofe who believe its 


truths, and ee its power; and be conicientious in the 
WoL. 1. I¥e, % ki 
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difcharge of all parochial duties. Let thofe who are en- 
trufted with the government of the church, faithfully 
exercife its wholetome difcipline. Let ‘the people be 
con{cientious in regarding the inftitutions of Chrift. 
Let heads of families be careful to inftruc& their chil-- 
dren, and thofe committed to their care, in the great 
principles of our holy religion. Let their morning and 
evening facrifices be daily offered up, in their families, 
to God. Let them make contcience of fecret duties. 
Let all figh and mourn for the prevailing abominations ; 
and for the concern which they have had in provoking 
the life-giving fpirit of God to fufpend, and withdraw 
his gracious influences in fo great a degree from the 
churches. Let thofe who fear the Lord, fpeak often 


-one to another. Let them individually, and in a focial 


capacity, importune the throne of grace, and, according 
to his own graqgous and condefcending language, give 
God no reft, until he appear in his glory, and build up 
Aion. | 

How happy would it be, to fee finners flocking unto 
Jefus as a cloud, and as doves into their windows? To 
hear many inquiring the way to Zion, with their faces 
thitherward? To hear believers tell what God had done 
‘for their fouls? Expreffling, as they are able, the glories — 
of the Redeemer, Jefus; the {weetnefs of redeeming 
‘love, their gloryings in the crofs of Chrift, and their {crip- 
tural confidence of a happy immortality; and to fee 
‘them adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things? O glorious fight, when the church “ fhall look 


<¢ forth as the morning ; fair as the moon; clear as the 


‘¢ fun, and terrible as an army with banners; when the 
‘s righteoufneds thereof fhall go forth as brightnefs, and 
‘the falvation thereof as a lamp that burneth; and 
“when all ends of the earth fhall fee the falvation 
*< of our God!” ist | 
Chriftian friends and brethren, be not difcouraged, 
your Redeemer liveth. The triumphing of the wicked 
is fhort. ‘Glorious things are fpoken of Zion, the city 
of our God. Faithful is he who has promifed. Be not 
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ye then flothful in bufinefs, but fervent in fini ferv- 
ing the Lord. Let the love of Chrift conitrain you to 
live, not unto yourfeives, but unto him who died for 
you, and rofe again. Realize the eye of God continu- 
ally upon you, and his prefence continually with you. 
Realize and improve the fufficiency of grace promifed 
you by your Redeemer. Realize the fhortnefs of your 
pilgrimage ftate. Realize that bleffed hope, the glori- 
ous appearance of the great God, and our Saviour Je- 

fus Chrift. » Realize the tranfient. nature of all time~ 
things, and the ftibftantial and permanent bleffings of 
the heavenly ypecay Realize that exceeding and « eter- 
nal weight of glory, that fulnefs of joy which is in the 
preience of God, ind thofe pleafures which are at his 
right hand forever more. Sure we are thefe confidera- 


tions are fufficient to animate you in the difcharge. of 


every duty, to f{upport and comfort you under every. y fut. 
fering, to enable you to refift temptation, to mortify 
your corruption, to overcome the world, and to triumph 
over death, your laft enemy. 

Shortly fhall an entrance be muniftered abundantly, 
to every fincere and humble follower of Chrift, into. his 
everlafting kingdom, where they fhall unite with all the 
redeemed, in finging the fong of Mofes, the fervant:of 
God, and the fong of the,Lamb, ‘* Unto him that loved 
‘Sus, and wathed: us. from our: fins in his. own blood, 
‘“< and hath made us kings and priefts unto God and his 
“ father, be glory and dominion for ever.and ever. 


—_— ——-— 











Extrad of a Leiter from the Reverend Seth Williftoa, to 
C. Davis, dated Ontario County, State of New-York, 
April 29, 1799. 

Dear Sir, * 

WISH to communicate to you, and through your 
| Magazine, to the friends of religion) {ome account 
of the late upbujlding of Zion in thisypart of the land. 
God has remembered us in our low eftate. | He has fol- 
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lowed us with the choice bleffings of hisgrace. We hear 
clorious news from many towns in New-England; and 
we are ready to fay, that Jehovah is not the God of 
New-England only; he is alfo the God of this defert. 
There has been a'very pleafing attention to the one thing 
needful, in feveral focieties in this county, during the 
winter, and it {till continues. The ferioufnefs began, I 
believe, at Palmyra, a town which 1s fituated about fif- 
teen miles north from Canandarqua, where feveral have 
hopefully been brought toChrift. 

At Briitol and Bloomfield, there has been, and ftill 
3s, a moft folemn attention to the concerns of eternity. 
Bloomfield 1s a large town; it contains three congrega- 
tional focieties: the awakening has prevailed in them 
all. In one of thefe focteties, where they have lately 
fettled a minifter, the awakening is now very much upon 
the increafe. The youth and children feem to be roufed 
upto inquire, What muft we do to be faved? Some of 
them are evidently convinced of the depravity of their 


hearts. In Briftol, the work feems to have a new {fpring. 


In that place, I believe, there are..as many as twenty 
perfons who have lately obtained a hope of their faving 
acquaintance with Chrift. In the feveral places in this 
neighbourhood, where the work of God 1s going on, 

there are probably about fixty whofe hearts, we hope, 

are renewed; and many who have no hope in Chrift, 

are pretty fully convinced, that they are ina deplorable 
ftate without religion. There are fome other towns in 
the vicinity, where there is more than a ufual attention 
5 to religious matters. A few drops from the cloud 
of glory have fallen upon Pittitown. At Charleftown, 

the ‘people are quite defirous of hearing the word 
preached ; and what 1s very encouraging to the friends 
of religion in this quarter, there is a very pleafing and 
uncommon attention to public worfhip in Canandar- 
qua, the capital of this county, and one of the moft 
flourifhing towfs in all the weftern part of the State. 
The people generally attend public worfhip, and when 
prefent, they apparently give a folemn attention to 
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that which is fpoken by the preacher. They have had 
a worthy young candidate with them for fix months 
paft, who has been an inftrument of much good in the 
county. It is their with to eftablifh a minifter among 
them. In Canandarqua there are a few individuals 
whofe minds are anxious about futurity. 

_ The {pint began to be evidently poured out upon 
Briftol and Bloomfield about the beginning of the 
year. The preaching of the gofpel, and the attending 
-upon conference meetings, appear to have been the 
principal means, which the {pirit has made ufe of to be- 
gin and carry on the good work. ‘There has been a re- 
markable attention paid to public inftruction, not only 
upon the Sabbath, but alfo upon week days. It has 
been difficult, during the winter, to get places large 
enough to accommodate, or even contain the people 
who have come together to hear fomething about Jeius 
and his falvation. It feemed as if there was {carcely 
any body at home, who could poffibly get to meeting. 
Once I faw about 400 people atlembled at one place. 
When at the place of worfhip, there 1s a very folemn 
attention paid to the preaching. . The countenances of 
many fhow how anxious their minds are to know how 
they inay flee from the wrath tocome. «In iome places, 
there are certain characters who make light of thete 
things, and endeavour to bring the work 1 into contempt ; 
but this does not prevent the Captain of our falvation 
from going on with his infinitely benevolent defigns. 
Sometimes thefe oppofers are fome of them made to 
bow before Immanuel, God with us. © There are fome 
pretty remarkable inftances of the fovereignty of grace. 
Among the trophies of divine grace, there is one who 
had been a deift for, I believe, about fixtcen years, and 
who had, with all his ability, ‘oppofed the gofpel. He 
now appears to fit, like a little child, at the feet of Je- 
fus. “He admires free grace, and wonders that God 
fhould even let fuch a creature as he have one fingle re- 
fiection about things of fuch"importance. The aw vaken- 
ing among us is very free from noite and wiidnefs. Con- 
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uf victions, in general, are pretty clear, and the fuppoted 
iH converfions are not of the vifionary kind. The doc- 
i} trines which God makes ufe of toawaken and convince 
finners among us, are thofe which are commonly dif- 
tinguifhed by Calviniftic doctrines. 

There is a great call for preachers in this county and 
in the other weftern counties of this State. There are 
fearcely any fettled minifters in all this extenfive, flou- 
rifhing, and growing country. Surely any one who has 
i} journeyed through this part of the land may fay, The 
TY harveft 1s plenteous, but the labourers are few; and if he 
| has a foul akin to the bleffed Jefus, he will add, by way 
I! | of addrefs to thofe who love prayer, Pray ye cherefore, 
t the Lord of the harveft, that he will fend forth labourers 
it into his harveft. 

a I have lately heard from Aurelius, in Onondaga 
i county, that the fpiritf God is poured out upon one 
i part of that town. I hope you will take pains to give the 
Bt public, or thofe who gead your Magazine, all the infor- 
ination you can with regard to the ftate of religion in this 
day of the uncommon thedding down of divine influence. 














State of Religion in Wafhington County, Pennfylvania; in 


ing {tate in this weftern country for fix months 
paft, than it has been for fame years; particularly in 
the congregations of the Rev. John Brice ;* where there 
were a number awakened laft fall to a ferious concern 
4 about their fouls. This awakening increafed through 


iM a Letter to the Publifher, dated May 1, 1799. 
| SIR, ; 
id ELIGION feemis to have been in a more flourifh- 


* The people who compose our congregations, are generally scat- 
tered over such an extent of territory, that very few single congre- 
gations are able to support the gospel constantly among them. Ta 
remedy this evil, one minister fréquently takes the charge of two, 
and sometimes three congregations; their places of preaching bethg 
as much as eig!t or ten miles distant from each other, 
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the winter, fo that they had very frequent weekly meet - 
ings, efpecially at night. A number have given very 
comfortable evidences of a faving change; and many 
more are under deep convictions ; fo that there are but 
few families in either of his congregations, that have 
not fgme perfons under ferious exercife. 

Alfo in the congregations of the Rey. James Hughes 
there is at prefent a confiderable awakening, e{pecially 
among the young people. 

Alfo in the congregations of the Rev. John M<Mil- 
lin there are fome very encouraging appearances of late. 
Some convictions have lately appeared among the f{cho- 
lars in Cannonfburgh academy. But efpeciafly in the 
neighbourhood of this academy, in a houle where one of 
the fcholars died laft winter in triumphs of joy, there 
have been fome very evident tokens of the ftrivings of 
the {pirit. This death feemed te alarm the young peo- 
ple, and make fome folemn imprefhons on their minds. 
This led the people to requeft a dermon to be preached 
at the houfe, which was granted them on a Sabbath 
evening, toa large affembly of people. This, together 
with other fermons delivered there, have been attended 
with the mighty power of God, fo that many who were © 

prefent, were conftrained to fay, “* Of a truth God is 

- amoneft us.” Laft Wednefday night was a time in 
which there were fignal oar of the power of grace 
among them. 

But that which appears to be the moft remarkable is 
in a new {ettlement on the weft fide of the Ohio river, 
between the waters of the Little and Big Beaver, about 
forty miles north-weft of Pittfburgh. It is only three 
years laft February, fince the firft inhabitants fettled 
there. The revival be gan about the firft of November, 
1798, under. the Wicaching of Mr. Thomas Hughes, a 
candidate for the gofpel miniftry, who has fince accepted 

acall from them, and is to be ordained their paftor and 
_ teacher next Auguft. A confiderable number of youne 
people were aw akened at the time of his firft ee 
among them, The week following, the Rev. Jofeph 
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Patterfon preached among them, and a number more 
were awakened. Thefe continued in great diftrefs of 
mind about fix weeks, before any of them obtained re- 
lief. The firft who received comfort was a young per- 
fon, whofe diftrefs had been fingularly great, even bor- 
dering on defpair. She could find no reff, being prefled 
down under a deep fenfe of her guilt and undone fitua- 
tion by nature. She was fometimes heard in her fleep 
crying out in a very awful manner, Eternity! Eternity! 
Eternity! But the Lord wrought deliverance for her 
foul. The day in which fhe obtained comfort, was a 
very affecting iy; inher father’s family. She called on 
her parents to praife the Lord for what he had done 
for her foul. She invited her little fifters to come to 
Chrift, and told them that he was aglorious perfon, and 
that there was enough in him for them all, if they 
would only come. Her change affected them much. 
They gathered about her crying, and told her they were 
unworthy to be called her fifters. She told them fhe 
loved them better than ever fhe did before: but replied, 
that fhe felt a love for the people of God that fhe could 
not feel for them. 

Shortly after, another young perfon in the neighbour- 
hocd slaiednet relief in the fame remarkable manner. 
After this, the work appeared rather to decline for fome 


time, and the pious in that place were afraid that no 


more were to be brought in. , But the Lord had mercy 
in ftore for them. On a certain,week-day, when met 
in fociety, the Lord appeared among them by the power- 
ful influence of his {pirit, An unufual folemnity ap- 
peared among the young people through the exercifes 
of the day. After the ufual exercifes of the fociety were - 
over, fome converfation took place among them, par- 
ticularly by fome experienced Chriftians, about the ne- 
ceffity of {peedily making fure of an intereft in Chrift. 
The young people were foon much affected, and we 

can fay nothing elfe of it, than that it appeared as 
though the power of God was prefent, and bore down 
all before it. Ina little while, inceflant cries for mercy 
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and {alvation were heard in every corner of thé houfe. 
Every individual feemed concerned for himfelf; and the 
uirtiverfal cry was, “ Lord have mercy upon me a poor 
‘s finner ! what fhall I do to be faved ?”” In this fituation 
they ‘remained, and when evening came, none of the 
young people would leave the houle, but continued all 
night together in their diftrefs. In about three days, 
one of the:young people met with relief, and it is hoped, 
cot a faving view of the'way of falvation through Chrift. 
The day following, he'told his young friends, and the 
children at fchool, what the Lord had done for his foul. 
This renewed their conviction, fo that all the chil- 
dren of one family went home from fchool, crying for 
mercy, and begging of their pious parents to tell them 
what they muft do to get an intereft in Chrift. The 
father, at the requeft of his children, went and requefted 
a pious neighbour ‘to come and fee his diftreffed chil- 
dren, that he might converfe and»pray with them. The 
children of this neighbour were in much the fame fitu- 
ation. They all immediately propofed to go with their 
father to fee their little diftrefled neighbours; and when 
the children of the two families met, there is no fuch 
thing as defcribing their diftrefs—About twelve or four- 
teen in number, all in the greateft agonies of foul, cry- 
ing in a more diftreffing manner than if their parents 
had been murdered before their eyes! Thus they re- 
mained till towards midnight, when the Lord began to 
work falvation for them; and, to all appearance, as far 
as we can judge in fuch cafes, eight of them were en- 
abled that night to clofe the happy match with Chrift, 
and take him for their Lord and portion. Then their 
joy was un{peakably great. They called on their pa- 
rents, and on one another, to praife the Lord, that fuch 
great finners were made partakers of falvation, and fre- 
quently obferved, that Chrift was a glorious Saviour, 
and that there was enough in him for all the world, if 
they would only come to him. Since that time they 


have given ftill {tronger evidences, by their life and con- 
Vot. I. No, 1. 3 
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verfation, that it was.a true and faving cunge they met 
with; that night. | f 

The next:evening they met! in fociety, snk that night 
was much like the former.’ four more were /hopefully 
brought. to Chrift.. They had many other’ fuch remark-: 
able nights and:days, but I forbear mentioning particu- 
lars. ‘This glorious work went on fo rapidly, that about 
twenty’ were ‘hopefully brought-to Chrift in ‘the {pace of 
four weeks.. A number of aged: perfons have been:made 
the fubjects of this work; but it began, and was chiefly 
carried on for fome time among the young people, about 
twenty years old and downward ; a number of them are 
children between feven and ten years old, and one about 
fix. This laft is a very remarkable child; fhe feems to 
have a great fight and fenfe of fin, and the depravity of 
her nature, yet often fenfible manifeftations of the love 
of Chrift: She often exprefles a willingnef$, .and fome- 
times a defire to die, and leave her parents and all her 
friends, that fhe may, go and. be with Jefus.: On a cer- 


tain day, coming from fociety, fhe faid, “« @ mamma, 


this is the prettieft day that lever faw; I think this is 
very like that pretty day that.is coming.” Being afked, 

what day fhe meant? She replied, ** the day of jude 
<< ment. ‘This ({ays fhe,) will bea pretty day to all thofe 
<< that love Chritt, but a dreadful day to thofe that have 
“< no God.” 

The young people have. a praying fociety, in which 
they meet every Thurfday evening, and a large number 
attend. There is an Englifh fchool taught in the neigh- 
bourhood, and all the children in the (Chool have been 
ferioufly exercifed about their fouls. And now about 
two thirds of the fcholars are hopefully pious, and on 
their way to glory! For, three months paft, there has 
appeared in them no difpofition to play, even in leifure 
hours, though under no reftraint from their teacher. 
Their intervals are {pent in talking about Chrift and 

falvation, or reading and. finging hymns, or going to the 
woods in little companies to pray. Nothing feems to 
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elevate thefe children more; than to talk to them about 
death anda future judgment. 6 

“This bleffed work of God has fpread over a confider- 
able extent in that new country; it reaches from the 
Ohio: river about twenty miles up the Big Beaver.— 
About forty perfons have given comfortable evidences of 
a thorough change of-heart.! A number of praying focie- 
ties have been lately fet' up; in one place it has come 
over the Ohio river, and feems to fpread through the 
old fettlement, ina congregation called Mill-creek. All 
thefe are within the bounds of the Ohio Prefbytery.— 
O that the glory of God may fill all the earth, and that 
the happy days which he has promifed his church, might 
foon come‘on, ‘* when all ‘fhall know the Lord, from 
“the leaft untothegreateft!” 5 70 

Fune 18. Within thefe few days, I hear that the 
awakening in the Rev. Mr. Brice’s congregation 1s 
much increafed.. That there is fomething of the fame 
glorious work going on in the congregations under the 
care of the Rev. Mr. Patterfon. Lately there have been 
fome favourable appearances among the young people of 
my charge. A number appear to be deeply imprefled 
with a folemn fenfe of their fin and danger, and fome 
few have come forward to the Lord’s table for the firtt 
time. 





— - 


Extract of a Letter from a Clergyman in Wafhington Couit- 
ty, Pennfy/vanta, to a Perfon in Philadelphia, dated 
Canonfburg, April 25, 1799. ; 1S 
N the laft winter, and efpeciailly this {pring, there 
have appeared, in various parts of this weftern coun- 

try, more effects of the power of God’s fpirit, working 

on the hearts of finners, and quickening his people, than 
for many years paft. On Big Beaver, and between the 

Beavers (names of large creeks weft of Ohio), ‘there is, 

I believe, without doubt, a very extenfive and powerful 

work of God, which I hope has brought many fouls to 
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Chrift. It was begun under the preaching of Mr. Tho- 





mas Hughes, and carried on by the miniftry of various) 


inftruments. Mr. Hughes has accepted a call to the 
paftoral charge of that people. . In. Mr. |Brice’s congre- 
gations, the work of God is extenfive and powerful. 1 
am informed, that there are, not five families under his. 
charge, set haniit awakened finners, or comforted. con- 
verts. In Chartiers, and the academy of Canonfburg, 
many are folemnly awakened, and toute beginning to 
fpeak with new tongues, It muchirefembles a precious 
period that was enjoyed here about feventeen years ago. 
On Mill-creek, and down the river (Ohio), on both 
fides, numbers are crying; . what they fhall.do to be 
faved, and ecarneftly inquiring forthe means of grace. 
In my congregations, though {till lamentably languid, 
there have been'a number ‘hopefully brought to Chrift, 
in the laft winter and {pring, efpecially an Monture’s 
congregation, where there appears, of late, fome atten: 
tion to the one thing needful, 
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Extra& of a Letter from a Clergyman in Conneticut, dated 
Harwinton, March 31, 1799. 


SIR, 


E have a moft glorious time: here, and in the 

\ | neighbouring towns. The impreffion is very 
general in many towns, and confiderable—in more than 
forty. After an increafing folemnity for feven or 
eicht weeks, the {pirit of God came among us in this 
place In 4. very extraordinary manner, We number 
about thirty, converts in lefs than fix weeks. . The work 
in every place wears the fame complexion. A plain de- 
mon{tration of divine power—much acquaintance with 
the corruption of the heart-—-humble fubmiffion, at- 
tended with no enthufiafm, diforder, or confufion. Re- 
hef from dittre +4 : takes place with the fubmiffion—and 
gencrally the foul ts feafted with views of the divine cha- 
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sactér for feveral days before. a hope: 1s. obtained.4+ 
So much power;: purity, and: hutilsty, 2b never.fawor 
heard of, im any work fince the-days of the apottles;' and 
what is: temakable, every one comes. out:gn the'trué 
diftinguifhing gofpel ground,’ in many. cafes:where they 
had. been: {trongly oppofed:to it, and imdome without 
any thing being faid to them: By information, “real 
conviction increafesiin every towns: this is the cafe here, 
and our glorious Lord. will, I believe, yet obtain:more 
trophies of his victorious grace.» 'lwrite. in hafte! The 
demand for labour ‘is fuch, ‘that Eocan ‘attend no-com- 
mon bufinefs'whatever. In thie feveral parts’ of this 
town, there:are fix meetings for'conference and-prayer; 
regularly obferved every week, befide: one or: two: more 
general at the meeting-houfe. I have three le€tures this 
week, befides the concert of prayer on Tuefday. - It is 
remarkable, that this work is confined almoft exclu- 
fively to fuch focieties as have obferved the concert of 
prayer. Nordi es: ~enorosts 
| Fthought you would be glad to have a tketch‘of the - 
above. Excufe the broken manner iin which have 
wrote. } 8 2B 9151 TMOG 

N.B. By apretty accurate eftimation, there have been 
born to God in four months pait, in the feveral towns, 
more than owe thoufand fouls. One more remiark ; in this 
place more than two thirds are young married ‘people, 
and it is much fo in other places; but the profpeét‘now 
is of a harveft of youth in this place. | 





Extra ofa Letter from the Rev. Afa Burton, of Ver- 
mont, dated Thetford, Fuly 6, 1799. 


Dear Sir, 


OUR letter of June 18th, arrived yefterday. As 

it is-your earneft defire to be favoured with rell- 
gious intelligence as early as poffible, I fit down to com- 
ply with your requeft. Indeed, it is very defirable that 
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all fevivals of religion fhould havé a place in your’Ma- 

zine. For fuch intelligence muft be a great’ fource of 
the {weeteft joy to the friends of Zion, and excite them 
to earneft. prayer, that God would come down ‘in di- 
vine influences, as fhowers upon the mown grafs, and 
water every part of our dry and thirfty land..| For many 
years divine grace has not been, I beliewe, fo wonder- 
fully difplayed in the converfion. of finners, as at the 
prefent. day. 

In Thetford, an attention to the great thifiege of. re- 
ligion full continues, ‘and this is the third: year fince 
its commencement. A ‘very promifing revival of reli- 
gion began lait winter, at Newbury, Vermont, and 
full continues with increafing purity and power. There 
is alfo a great attention to religion in a part of Chelfea, 
Tunbndge, Bethel; and Brookfield, towns adjacent: to 
each other in Vermont. : This work: is not, in fome re- 
{pects, fo pure, fo free from imaginary ideas, and animal 
affections, as thofe which prevail in other parts. - The 
wonderfisl difplays of divine grace have lately begun in 
a part of Hanover and Norwich, Vermont, which ftill 
profper. There has alfo been a great fpiritual fhower 
on the inhabitants of Cornith, Newport, Meridon, 
and Lebanon, in New-Hampfhire. With refpedt tothe 
religious revivals at Bennington, Shaftfbury, and towns 
in that vicinity, you;wall or have received better inform- 
ation than Iam able to-give. So alfo with refpect to the 
revival and {pread of the. work of God. in the Pro- 
vince of Maine, Maffachufetts, where, I am informed, 
it prevails for an hundred and fifty miles in length, and 
is daily increafing. But particulars refpeCting this work, 
I hope you will receive from thofe who live where. it 
prevails. Of the revivals in Berkfhire county, Maffa- 
chufetts, and in Hartford, and other towns in Con- 
necticut, you will undoubtedly receive information from 
gentlemen i in thofe parts. 

When fuch glad tidings are founding in our ears from 
fo many places, how ought our hearts to rejoice in the 
profperity of Zion, and enkindle in every heart, friendly 
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to the caufe of God, a fpirit of earneft and fervent 
prayer to the Almighty, to glorify the riches of his grace 
in every part of our land, and through the world. 
Further particulars refpecting the revivals: mentioned, 
I will favour you.with as foon as I can obtain them, 
with fome remarks, perhaps, on the genuinenefs ofa 
work of God. The revivals in thefe parts have been 
increafing and fpreading for this year paift. HISTOR 





Extra&t of a Letter from a Gentleman in W, hiteflown, 
. dated Fuly 12, 1799. “yf 





operating on the minds of finners. Several pro- 
fefled deifts, ina neighbouring town, who were men of 
fenfe and! information, have openly difavowed their deif~ 
tical fentiments, and publicly canfefled their belief in 
Chrift. Thefe may be ranked among the ftrongeft 
evidences in favour of ‘Chriftianity ! 





The following Communication was defigned for tnfertion in 
the Iheological Magazine. Although tt is not of a very 
recent date, the Publifher of the prefent work deems it 
worthy of a place here. 


S we take your Magazine in this town, we think 

proper to exprefs the pleafure we have received 

in attending to the revivals of religion, in the various 

parts of the world, which you have taken notice of. 

‘Though fome of them, in the modes and forms of wor- 
fhip, differ from us, yet, from their defcriptions of t 


nature of the work, we are ready to think they have 


drank into the fame fpirit. Having feen confiderable 
concern of foul, and engagednefs in divine things, 
which, we truft, have been excited and carried on by the 


7 E have here.and there traces of the {pirit:of God, 
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Holy Spirits in this: town antl its vicinity, sve were led 
to. conclude, that 4 more: extenfive. knowledge 1 of it 
might revive the hearts of fome of the dearehildren of 
God, with,whom we are not perlonally acquainted: | 

From: the /pirit of your Magazine,:we truft.no apo- 
logy, is neceflary. fot:our prefenting you.an account of 
the work of the Lord, though the fubje&tsof it are of a 
different perfuafion from moft of your \correfpoidents. 
Being Calviniftic Baptifts, you will readily fuppofe, we 
find the doctrines of the gofpel, which you prefent to 
view, agreeing, 2 gevera/, with our own religious fen- 
timents.\ Thefe are the dotirihes: which have been. 
preached among us, and. which, through the agency of 
the good fpirit, have been bleffed to many poor dying 
fouls: Previoufly to the year 1793,theré was:‘ho church 
in this town (though a few individuals had become ac- 
quainted.. with ‘religion, and joined to a neighbouring 
church). At this tirne, the concern for the foul became 
a fubject of attention. Many were led to mquire, what 
they fhould do-to be faved.. Not only the aged and 
middle aged, but the youth and little children, were 
fenfibly affected with their loft and undone ftate, and 
have fince, many of them, profeffed their faith in Chrift, 
been baptized, and adorn the doctrine of God their 
Saviour. 

The fame fpirit which began the work, has carried it 
on, till the number is now increafed to eighty-four. 
Though many complain of coldnels and hardnefs of 
heart, “vet we can witnefs that the Lord is {till among 
us. He fulfils his promife, that where two or three are 
gathered together in his name, he will be in the midft of 
them. It 1s s pleafing, to fee the ardor and fervency ma- 
nifefted, fo different from our fituation formerly. In 
the courfe of the laft winter, religious meetings were fre- 


guent, as well on week days as on the Sabbath. No 





@bitacles would prevent attendance. ‘here was an un- 
ufual {olemnity; and but few inftances occurred, when: 
fome sew fudjects did not prefent themfelves to declare 
what God had done for their fouls. Such fweet refrefh- 
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ing feaforis teftified the bleffed prefence of the Re- 


deemer. 

Though we have been thus particular in noticing the 
good haad of the Lord, in this place, becaufe his ope- 
rations have been more particularly under our eye; yet, 
with our brethren in a neighbouring town, the work 
has been more extenfive, and the fubje¢ts more multi- 
plied: At Bowdoin, the laft year, the out pouring of 
the {pirit was remarkable. Such univerfal attention is 
feldom feen: and the effeéts have not difappointed the 
moft fanguine calculation. More than a hundred, in 
the judgment of charity, have become fincere converts. 
They feemed, as was alfo the cafe with us, firft to be 
made fenfible of their entire depravity and oppofition to 
God by nature, their utter inability to help themfelves, 
and the juftice of their final condemnation; and then 
experienced {weet relief by the application of the blood 
of an all-fufficient Saviour to their fouls. They felt this 
to be the work of God, and were compelled to ¢ry,— 
‘© Not unto us, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
« olory.”” ‘The work has, in both cafes, been happily 
exempted from the confufion and diforders which fome- 
times, to the difparagement of religion, attend revivals 
of this kind. The caufe of the operation might be 
termed: “* a ftill {mall voice ;” and the effects fhew it to 
be the voice of God. The fubjeéts are eftablifhed and 
unfhaken in the faith. 

Thus has God appeared for us, and we defire all the 
glory may be giventohis name. When he works, who 
{hall let it? . When the goings of the Lord are among 
us, we have only to ftand ftill, and fee his falvation. 
How refrefhing to the thirfty foul are ftreams from the 
river of God! May we all be led by she/e, to the foun- 
tain of living waters, where we fhall never thirft any 
more, nor the fun light on us, norany heat ; and where 
God fhall wipe away all tears from our eyes. 


Greene, (Diftri& of Maine), Nov. 30, 1798. 
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The Plan for Social Prayer, adopted Fanuar y 18.1 79S 
by the Direéiors of the New- York Mifionary Society 


HAT the fecond Wedodidey evening of every 

month, beginning at candle-light, be . 

ferved, trom February next, by the Members of this So- 

ciety, ‘and all who are w illing to join with them, for the 

purpofe of offering up their prayers and {upplications to 

the God of grace, that he would be pleafed to pour out 

his Spirit on his Church, and fend his gofpel to all na- 

tions; and that he would fucceed the endeavours of this 

Society, and all Societies inftituted on the fame princi- 
ples, and for the fame ends. 

“2, That thefe evenings of prayer be obferved 7 in 
rotation, in the Churches of this city, to whofe Judi- 
catories they may be acceptable, and of which there is 
a minifter belonging to this Society; beginning with 
the Old Prefbyterian Church, anc proceeding next to 
the Scots Prefbyterian Church, next to the New Dutch 
Church, next to the Firft Baptift Church, next to the 
Brick Prefbyterian Church, next to the North Dutch 
Church, and then the fervice to revert to the place it 
began; provided, that if the Minifters of any other 
Churches become Members of the Society, a due pro- 
portion of the fervice, in the regular courfe,. be per- 
formed in faid Churches. Notice to be given on the 
Lord’s day preceding every meeting, from the feveral 
pulpits. 

<< g. That the order of the fervice be as follows : 1. 
The finging of a pfalm, prayer, and a fhort difcourfe, or 
lecture, adapted to the occafion. . 2..A prayer. 3. The 
finging of a pfalm, prayer, the finging of another pfalm, 
a collection, and then the blefling to be pronounced. 

“4, That a’ Minifter belonging to the Church in 
which the fervice ts held, always prefide for that even- 
ing, give out alf the pfalms, make the introductory 
prayer, deliver the difcourfe, and pronounce the blet- 
fing; that where more than one Min:fter belong to the 
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fame Church, they prefide and perform the aforefaid 
fervice in rotation, beginning with the eldeft perfon 1n 
the Miniftry. ; | 

« ¢, That the fecond prayer be made by the Minit- 
ter who is to prefide at the next meeting, and the third 
by the Minifter who is to prefide at the meeting follow- 
ing; obferving, in collegiate Churches, the order of the 
preceding article : provided, however, that the Minifters 
who are to officiate may, with the confent of the pre- 
fiding Minifter, exchange their turns with others, and 
invite any Minifters belonging to the Society, when oc- 
cafionally prefent, to officiate for them, 

‘© 6, That though no contribution fhall be urged, 
yet, as it is ufual and proper to contribute whenever we 
affemble for public worfhip, whatever contribution 1s 
made, fliall, after the expenfes of the evening are de- 
frayed, be applied to the purpofes of the Society.” 








Narrative of the Solemuity of ordaining the firft Mif- 
frouaries to Otaheite. , 


HE Directors of the Mifhionary Society having de- 
termined, that as many as had devoted them- 
felves to the fervice of the Heathen, fhould receive a {o- 
hemn defignation to the work, they agreed-to appoint 
one Minifter of each denomination, for this bleffed fer- 
vice, and to exhibit that {pirit of union, which it hath 
been their’ firft defire to cultivate, and hope to be 
the happy means of increafing, 

The Miffionaries are compofed of men already or- 
dained, of others in the habit of expounding and pray- 
ing in focial worfhip, and the reft, men of tried Chrif- 
tian: fidelity; ‘all filled with holy zeal, to ferve the beft 
intere{ts of the natives in the South-Sea iflands, by 
introducing the principles of ufeful knowledge and true 
reheion amang them. 
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The Direétors wifhed to fend them forth with their 
Chriftian benediction, commending them to the care 
and teaching of the Great Head of the Church, to pour 
out upon them the abundance of his grace, to qualify 
them for the work to which they truft, God, the Holy 
Ghoft, has been pleafed to call them. 

In confequence of the refolution taken, Thurfday, 
the 28th of Auguft, was fixed upon, and the following 
plan agreed to be purfued by a Committee appointed 
for that purpofe, and confirmed by the Directors, 

The moft {pactous place of worfhip they apprehended 
would {carcely contain the numbers that would affemble 
on this occafion; therefore Zion Chapel was preferred, 
in order to afford to as many as could be admitted, the 
fatisfaction of witneffing a {cene fo fingular and blefted. 

The place was early crowded; and after feven or 
,eight thoufand had filled the Chapel to the doors, mul- 
‘titudes were reluctantly obliged to depart difappointed, 
while others crowded the windows without. 

The fervice began with an invocation to the Holy 
Spirit: ‘* Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly dove,” &c. and 
was fung with the moft enlivened devotion. The Rev. 
Mr. Eyre, of Hackney, then read the prayers of the 
Church with great folemnity. Three verfes of ‘* Salva- 
‘<¢ tion, O the joyful found,” &c. followed. When the 
Rev. Mr. Brookfbank prayed before the fermion, in a 
manner fo heart-felt and affecting, as every hearer wit- 
nefled. Dr. Hunter then, in his ufual ftrain of elo- 
quence, and animated by the prefent occafion, deli- 
vered a moft impreffive difcourfe on Luke x. 1—z20. 

‘< O’er the gloomy hills of darknets,” &c. was next 
jung, and every heart feemed to feel the flame of vehe- 
ment defire for the completion of the great and precious 
promifes. 

The twenty-nine Miffionaries, then ftanding round 
the Communion Table, the Rev. Dr. Haweis, in a 
fhort, but pathetic and folemn prayer, addrefied to Je- 
hovah, Jefus, the Great Head of his Church and people, 
commended the Miffionaries and their work t6 his Al- 
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‘mighty care, wifdom, and love: to direct, fupport, blefs, 
and give the fuccefs which he alone can command. 

_ The five Minifters chofen by the Directors for this 
fervice ftanding together, (the Rev. Dr. Haweis, of 
Spa-fields, the Rev. Mr. Reynolds, of Camomile-ftreet, 
the Rev. Mr. Love, of Artillery-ftreet, the Rev. Mr. 
Waugh, of Wells-ftreet, Oxford Road, and the Rev. 
Mr. Wilks, of the Tabernacle,) each of them took a 
Bible from the Communion Table, where they had 
been-previoufly placed, and five of the Miffionaries ap- 
proaching the communion rails, kneeled down, when 
the Minifters, with the Bibles in their hands, advanced, 
and each in fucceffion addreffed to the perfon Keeling 
before him, the following words: ‘* Go, our beloved 
‘* brother, live agreeably to this bleffed word, (putting 
‘* the Bible* into his hands), and publifh the gofpel to 
‘“‘ the Heathen, according to your calling, gifts, and 
‘¢ abilities.” —To which the Miffionary replied, in words 
to this effect: ‘I will, the Lord being my helper.” 
Five others then knelt down, and the fame ceremonial 
was repeated, till the entire Miffion received their de- 
fignation. ‘The whole was a fcene of fuch impreffive 
folemnity as has hardly ever been witnefled ; the Mt- 
nifters and the Miffionaries feemed alike fo deeply af- 
feéted with the awfulnefs of the work before them, 
whilft the congregation expreffed the fenfations of their 
fouls in filence, tears, and fecret prayer. 

The hymn, “ Lord make them faithful,” was fung 
with the moft fervent fpirit of prayer by the whole con- 
gregation. * 

The Rev. Dr. Williams, of Rotherham, then, from 
the pulpit, addreffled the Miffionaries, flanding round 
the Communion rails before him, in a moft able and 
judicious charge, refpeéting their tempers and conduét, 
from Gen. xvii. 1. which was heard with deep attention 























* The Bibles were beautifully bound, and the gift of Mr. Bailes, 
of Hackney, a member of Mr. Eyre’s congregation, with that ccrip- 
ture written by him on the blank leaf. Mat. xxviii. 19, 29 
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The Rev. Mr. Walker, one of the fenior Fellows of 
Trinity College, Dublin, clofed the folemnity with a 
moft {criptual prayer, and full of animated devotion, 
fuited to the occafion, finifhing with the ufual bene- 
diction, “* The peace of God,” &c. The congregation 
then rofe, and united in fuch a fong of praife as, per- 
haps, was never before heard, ‘* Captain of thine en- 
‘* lifted hoft,’”’ &c. 
1h, The whole departed from the folemn fcene full of 
nn joy and hope ; thanking God for what they had feen 
and heard, and crying mightily to him, that he would 
accomplifh the number of his elect, and haften his king: 
At dom. 








Captain Wilfon’s Letter to Fofeph Hardcafile, Efq. 
Canton, Dec. 16, 1798. 


DEAR Sir, 
WROTE you laft from Rio Janeiro, dated the 


15th of November, which I hope you received, in- 
forming the Society how kind our heavenly Father tied 
Been in 1 wafting us fo far in perfeét health and fafety 
we can now farther fay, from experience, that he * 
never left us from that time to this. At prefent I can 
only give you the outlines of our voyage, which, no 
doubt, you will all be glad to hear. 

After receiving a plentiful fupply of every thing 
needful, (which I was enabled to pay for, having cafh of 
my own) we left the port the 19th. From that time to 
the 3d of December nothing material happened, only — 
the weather getting gradually colder. But the Lord 
j fhewed us we were going the wrong way, by fending a 
fevere gale from the “fouth, We could now fee, that to 
beat round Cape Horn would be folly to attempt. After 
fhipping feveral heavy feas, by which we loft fome of — 
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our ftock, we bore up to go by the Cape of Good Hope.* 
This was a great trial, being in latitude 39, and longi- 
tude 50 weft, and having now a line to run of 262 de- 
grees of longitude, befides latitude. However, we had 
fome reafon to rejoice; for, by the 24th of January, 
1797, we were in longitude 133 eaft. Had we laid to 
another night, ’ere we bore away, we muit have loft all 
our {tock ; inftead of which, the Miffionaries had freth 
meat twice a week, (befides dining with me as before re- 
lated) all the way ; and though we had repeated gales, 
we never had occafion to batten down our hatches once: 
add to this; the ineftimable bleffing of the public ordi- 
nances of our God, and the Miffionaries every means of 
improvement. Refpecting {ome things that happened 
on the voyage, you may ftay till I have the happinefs of 
once more feeing you, which I truft will not be long 
after you receive this. Thus were we carried along in 
a moift pleafing manner. On the 30th of January, we 
rounded New Zealand,+ and the 4th of March made 


* By an accurate inspection of the map of the world, it will ap- 
pear that if the Duff had succeeded in getting round Cape Horn, the 
voyage from Rio Janeiro to Otaheite, would not have much exceed- 
ed 4000 English miles; that being prevented by the severe southerly 
winds, the vessel was obliged to run in the contrary dire€tion by the 
Cape of Good Hope, the south side of New Holland, and thence by 
New Yealand, tothe Society Isles, a course of almost 16,000 English 
miles, performed in little more than 100 days. 

+ New Zealand is the name given to two large islands in the great 
South Sea, lying between 34 and 48 degrees south latitude, and be- 
tween 181 and 194 degrees longitude west from Greenwich. The 
southernmost island is mountainous, and somewhat rocky, but in the 
low grounds tdlerably fertile; the northernmost is well wooded and 
watered, and fitted for the growth of all sorts of vegetables. The cli- 
mate is mild; fish and fowl abound, but quadrupeds are few. 
The inhabitants are of a tawny, complexion, tall, strong, vigorous, 
and active; hospitable, sincere, and generous friends ; intrepid and 
bold warriors, implacable and cruel enemies, carrying their thirst of 
revenge so far as sometimes even to feast upon their unfortunate pri- 
soners. . They are generally men of sound undertsanding, possessed 
of taste and genius, and practise a variety of arts-and manufactures. 
The two islands taken together, are rather larger than Great-Britain. 
The population is estimated at father more than 100,000 souls. New 
Zealand seems to offer an interesting field fer a Mission ; its insular 
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Otaheite;* but, from various winds, we did not an- 
chor in Matavia till the 6th; where we were received 
in the moft friendly manner. 

Here mark the dealings of Divine Providence: a 
large houfe which the natives had built for Captain 
Bligh, was juft finifhed; the whole ifland in perfect 
peace, Pomaree and his fon Otoo being abfohuee fo- 
vereigns of the whole ifland, and likewife Eimeo;4 thus 


situation, and the present state of manners and ‘society among the in- 
habitants, give it such a resemblance to what Great-Britain was when 
the light of the gospel first arose upon us, that one can hardly help 
wishing, some modern St. Columba might arise, to brave the dan- 
gers of the attempt, and diffuse among a race of men, who appear to 
be extremely susceptible of improvement, a knowledge of the ines- 
tumable blessings of the religion of Jesus. 

* Otaheite lies in 18 degrees south latitude, and 150 degrees lon- 
gitude west from Greenwich. This island has been so often and so 
tully described, by our late voyagers round the world, that it is almost 
unnecessary to say any thing here concerning it. The beauty of its 
landscapes, its fertility of soil, and mildness of climate,- are univers 

sally celebrated; the gentle tempers, kindly hospitable dispositions, 
and amiable manners of the inhabitants, are no less extolled; its nu- 
merous advantages have procured it the appellation of ** Queen of the 
“ ‘Tropical Isles.” The island consists of two peninsulas, united by a 
pretty broad neck of land ; the western peninsula, which is the largest, is 
called T’OsREONOO, and in one of the districts of it, the Mission- 
aries are settled; the lesser or eastern peninsula, is called Tr ARrRa- 
soo. The total circtimference of the island is about ninety miles; 
the population is very great in proportion tothe size, being reckon- 
ed, on a very low computation, above 140,000 souls. From the 
character of these islanders, there is every reason to hope, that the 
Missionaries will be free from all manner of molestation, in their at- 
tempts to lay before them the truths of Christianity; the greatest ob- 
struction to their conversion will probably arise from the excessive 
fickleness, volatility, and levity of temper, and the eagerness after™ 
sensual indulgences, for which the Otaheitans have been universally 
remarked. 

+ Ermeo, or ImeEo, is a small but extremely fertile and populaus 
island in the neighbourhood of Otaheite, governed by a chief, de- 
pendant on the sovereign of that island. Tite inhabitants are reck- 
oned at'more than 20,000; their manners, disposition, and charac- 
ter, are entirely similar to the Otaheitans. When Captain Cook was 
there, 1774, Eimeo had revolted from the jurisdiétion of Otaheite, 
and a great expedition was preparing to reduce it; this, it appears, 
has been successful. May the union of the two islands under one 
government, prove the happy prelude to their union, in one saving 
faith, and one hope of eternal life through the Redeemer. 
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our bufinefs was expedited ;. for, inftead of many chiefs, 
as we expected, we only had to make our errand known 
to Pomaree. This we were fully able to do, our God 
having kept two Europeans there for the’ purpofe, the 
others having gone to Europe; one of thefe, whofe 
name is Peter, had left the Dedalus; the other named 
Andrew, was caft away in the Matilda, and had been 
five years on the ifland—both could talk the language 
fluently. Our reafons for coming were no fooner made 
known to Pomaree, than he faid we fhould not only 
have the houfe, which is a hundred feet by forty, but 
that all Matavia* fhould be given to the Englifh; . 
which was accordingly done in the moft formal manner. 

. After having thus fucceeded far beyond our expec- 
tations, it is now neceffary that I fhould acquaint you, 
that forne time before we made the land, the Miffiona- 
ries had divided in the following manner; eighteen for 
Otaheite, befides the women and children; ten for the 
Friendly Iflands; and two for the Marquefas: this 
being the cafe, we had no time to fpare; therefore, as 
foon as I faw them in their commodious houfe, we {ail- 
ed for Eimeo, with a view to get the fhip ready, but 
more particularly to fee how the natives would behave 
during the abfence of the fhip. After five days, we 
returned, found them all well, the natives having 
treated them with the utmoft kindnefs.. Having no 
time to {pare, we made all fail for the Friendly Iflands ;+- 


* Maravia is one of the forty-three distri€ts, into which the 
whole island of Otaheite is divided; each distri€t being under the 
charge of a separate chief. Matavia is situated on the northern side 
of the island; it runs for about three miles along the sea-shore, and 
extends a considerable way in-land. It is a rich and pleasant spot, 
watered by one of the largest rivers in the island, and was the place, 
where, in 1769, the astronomers from Britain ereéted their tent, to 
observe the transit of Venus over the sun. 

+ The Frirenpty Istanpbs lie about 1800 miles to the west- 
ward of Otaheite: under this name are included a numerous groupe, 
extending from 1g to 21 degrees south latitude, and from 174 to17¢ 
degrees west longitude. Like Otaheite, they are in the highest de- 
gree beautiful, fertile, and populous; the natural productions are_ 
nearly the same in both; the manners and disposition of the inhabit- 
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this was the twenty-fixth of March; the firft of Aprif 
made Palmerfton Hlands; and on the ninth, Tongata- 
boo;* the next day we anchored about the place Cap- 
tain Cook lay, according to’his bearings. The anchor 
was no fooner gone, than the fhip was furrounded with 
canoes, and a number of chiefs came on board, who in- 
formed us, that two Europeans were on the ifland, and 
to our great joy they foon made their appearance ; but 
of all the men we ever faw, thefe were certainly the moft 
wicked looking fellows; and they foon afterwards gave 
us proof they were as bad as they appeared to be: one 
of them was an Irifhman, named John Kenelly: the 
other, Benjamin Ambler, of London. They told a 
ftrange ftory refpeCting their coming to thefe iffands ; 
but this was a matter of little comfequence to us, firmly 
believing that the Lord had fent them as our inter- 
preters; for though we had provided, as we thought, 
fufficient inftruments for the purpofe, by bringing Pe- 
ter and two Otaheitans with us, we fhould have been 
much at a lofs, the language differing fo much, that they 
could not underftand one word in ten: but thefe two 
men, Ambler and Kenelly, who had only been thirteen 
months on the ifland, could talk the language well. Af- 
ter fome time, our bufinefs was partly told them; they 
readily agreed to give all the affiftance in their power. 
After giving them and the chiefs prefents, they all went 
on fhore, highly gratified apparently. Very early the 
next morning, we were furrounded with a prodigious 
number of fingle canoes, befides ten or twelve large 
double ones. From the peaceable manner they left us 


ants are pretty similar, though it would seem the inhabitants of the 
Friendly Islands are rather more civilized, more submissive to their 
chiefs, and more observant of private property; their hospitality is 
truly patriarchal; Mr. Foster testifies, that all their aétions bespoke 
a noble mind, and a wonderful charming simplicity of manners. The 
total number of inhabitants is reckoned at 200,000, 

* TonGATABoo is one of the largest of the Friendly Islands, 
being about sixty miles in circumference, It is a low level island, 
highly cultivated throughout, inhabited by a numerous, industrious, 


and friendly people. 
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the night before, we had not the leaft fufpicion, until 
the two Europeans came.and told us, they: intended to 
take the fhip. This, you may eafily conceive, alarmed 
us much, We got the people to their quarters as pri- 
vately as poffible. ‘After getting thus ready, we fcaled* 
two of ourguns: on this the large canoes began to fheer 
off, and a number of the fingle ones followed. Whether 
their intention was really to attack us, we kuow not— 
but it was very alarming to fee fo many canoes and peo- 
le round the veffel, prefenting theirclubs and {pears for 
fale, which might, in a moment, be turned againft us. 
Our fears in a great meafure being done away, Am- 
bler pointed out four chiefs, which he faid were the 
only ones we need to care for, ‘Tibo Mamee, the pre- 
fent king, was then at the point of death, and his fon, 
Tugahowe, the laft of the four, would certainly fuc- 
ceed his father; for though it was not his by night, yet, 
he being the greateft tyrant, none dare oppofe him, 
(which was actually the cafe); he, therefore, would re- 
commend the Miffionaries being placed under his care, 
After talking with them on the fubject, they readily 
agreed to go. I told them that they could not expeét 
to keep their chefts; and if they were the leait afraid, ] 
would take them back to Otaheite: their anfwer was, 
the property was only a fecondary object with them; 
that they would go, with an humble dependance on 
that God that had brought them fafe over the mighty 
ocean, and had enabled them to leave their country and 
friends. After a moft folemn feafon in prayer, fix of 
them went with the chief and Ambler, but not before 
they promifed they fhould want for nothing; the other 
chiefs wanted each to have one, but we thought it beft 
for the prefent they fhould be altogether, promifing 
them that when thedhip returned, if they then chofe to 
{eparate, each fhould have fome of them; this fatisfied 
them all. After receiving prefents, they all went on 
fhore before dark, and all the canoes left us. The next 


* Fired off. 











60 Captain Wilfon’s Letter. 


morning we weighed, and run further out, that we might 
have plenty of room, in cafe of an attack. About noon 
two of the Miffionaries returned, with the pleafing in- 
telligence, that the natives did not attempt to fteal, but 
treated them with the ereateft re{pect; we then loaded 
the canoes with the remainder of their things, and with 
fuch ftores as they thought they would want. 

We now got under way, to endeavour to find a 
channel to the weftward of the {pot where Captain Cook 
got aground: after fome time, a very good one was 
found, which we failed through. This we conceived to 
be a valuable acquifition, as we fhould now, in cafe of 
being attacked, be able to fail out of the harbour, ei- 
ther to eaft or weft. Being now without the reefs, 
we intended to {pend two or three days, to fee how the 
natives would behave to our people; but the Lord faw 
fit to fend us a {mart gale from the north-weft, fo that 
at day-light we found ourfelves in a critical fituation, 
not being able to weather the reefs on either tack; but 
to our comfort we juft fetched the channel, which we 
had only difcovered the day before; thus we narrowly 
efcaped fhipwreck: and before we cleared the harbour, 
we were nearly caft away the fecond time. What caufe 
have we to praife our God, for thus preferving us in 
_fuch imminent danger! Having now cleared the har- 
bour, April the 16th, we made the beft of our way to- 
wards the *Marquefas, with the only two Miffionaries 
on board, Meflis. Harris and Crook. The fair wind 
lafted fix days, and was fucceeded by hard gales from 
the eaftward; fo that, on the fixth of May, we were 
only in 206 degrees of longitude, and 39 degrees fouth 


* The Maravesasare a groupe of islands, lying about 600 miles . 
south-east from Otaheite; the most considerable are CHRISTIANA 
and Dominica. The soil, products, and animals, are not very ° 
different from those of Otaheite and the Friendly Islands; the cli- 
mate is hotter, being nearer the Equator; the character of the inha- 
bitantg is almost the same with that of the South-Sea Islanders already” 
described, courteous, civil, and hospitable; but fullof levity, and 
eager in pursuit of pleasure. The number of inhabitants in the: 
Marquesas i is reckoned about 100,000. 
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latitude. On the 23d of May, we difcovered two iflands, 
which we endeavoured to land upon; but the natives, 
from their hoftile difpofition, prevented us. We named 
one the Crefcent, from its fhape; the other, after Sir 
Charles Middleton: They lie in latitude 23 degrees 
12 minutes fouth, longitude 226 degrees 15 minutes 
eaft. The next day difcovered another, which we 
named after Admiral Gambier, latitude 21 degrees. 36 
minutes, longitude 225 degrees 40 minutes eaft; and 
on May zgth, difcovered another, which we called after 
~ our friend Mr. Searle, latitude 18 degrees 18 minutes 
fouth, longitude 224 degrees 12 minutes eaft; and 
on the 4th of June made the ifland Chriftiana, and the 
next day anchored in Refolution Bay, after a long, difa- 
greeable paflage of fifty days. Our rigging being now 
in a bad ftate, it was neceflary to get it on deck. I 
fhall only remark, that on getting the fore fhrouds 
down, we found two of them gone; fo that, had we 
been or the ftarboard tack inftead of the larboard, dur- 
ing the gales we had on this paflage, we muft have been 
difmafted. O what caufe of gratitude for all His kind- 
nefs to us! We no fooner arrived, than we were vifited 
by many of the natives, and amongft them the chief, 
who, aftera few vifits, we gave to underftand, that 
the two Miffionaries were to ftay with him. On hear- 
ing this, he could not contain himfelf, but jumped about 
the cabin for joy. He fatd they fhould have a houfe, 
and that they fhould never want while he had to give, 
which we have reafon to believe will be the cafe. The 
young lad Crook went immediately with the chief, but 
Harris ftaid on board to get the things ready, as he faid; 
however, I am forry to fa. in this place, that though he 
was the-firft that propofed coming to thefe iflands, and 
was the caufe of two others not coming, he feemed now 
to have loft his Miffionary fpirit, which was vifible to 
every one, though he dented it. After a little time he 
went on fhore; but with fuch a gloomy countenance, 
that the natives foon took a diflike to him; the young 
Jad, on the contrary, was cheerful and obliging, fo that 










Ee =p ee ee a aa a irri RT CP AL ETN TA eee 4 i 
ences art MO a ee ee? Se — = ~ “oe Ne ae ene renee : ipa sees 
ee oan a atl ln a = ~ 
des : ~~ wane - . eneraSanc ter het Se = pr = ernie mae eo 4 : : 
on ‘ f ne be oe m etbe came at ae 
~scereteaggehantantn sin ampa ties angoneneamamamataine weet Mi oe ork fl. bial elie state eee 
~ ee IE te « —_ woe 
































Captain Wilfon's Letter, 


the whole village was remarkably fond of him, This 
being the cafe, I was under the neceffity of carrying 
Harris back to Otaheite. I would have brought Crook 
away likewife, but he begged to be left, which was 
agreed to; and I have no doubt but'that he will prove 
a bleffing to thofe poor good-natured heathens. 
Having now refitted our rigging, fupplied Crook 
with every thing needful, we took an’ affectionate leave 
of each other, and failed for Otaheite the 27th of June, 
In our way we took a view of Trevenen’s and Sir Henry 
Martin’s Iflands, and_ arrived in Matavia the 16th of 
July, when I found them all well in health, with one 
more in number than I left, Mrs. Henry being delivered 
of a fine girl, They had differed amongft themfelves, 
which I endeavoured to make up. I began dividing the 
property, which 1 found a very difagreeable tafk: this 
took up all the time I was here, and | got through it 
apparently much to their fatisfaction. 

Having now completed our bufinefs, we took leave 
of our dear friends, and the kind natives, the fourth of 
Auguft, touched at Huahine,* which was in a dread- 
ful ftate, owing to their wars.. From this we made 
Palmerfton Ifland, and planted bread-fruit, plantains, 
and Avatrees; and, onthe 18th of Auguft, anchored 
off Tongataboo, nearly.in our old birth, where we were 
foon vifited by our dear people, who informed us they 
were all well (except one), and how the Lord had pre- 
ferved them from the machinations of their countrymen, 
who had done all in their power to make the poor hea- 
thens deftroy them; and that fome of them had fepa- 
rated, with a view to counteract their villainous plots, 
During my ftay, Meffirs. Buchan and Galton went to 
live with another chief, which I truft will not only be the 
means of gaining their affections, but will likewife facili- 
tate the knowledge of the language, whichis of the great- 
ef{timportance. * After doing every thing in our power for 
them with the chiefs, and dividing the articles, we parted 


* One of the Socrery Istanps, about ninety miles west from 
Otaheite; it is about twenty-one miles in circumference. 
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with many tears on both fides.* I brought away Mr. 
Nobs, by their advice, as he had not his health from 
the time he landed. Our intention was now to touch 
at the Fegee Iflands, and, if poffible, to have fome in-~ 
tercourfe with the natives. On the 7th of September we 
left Tonagataboo, and on the oth in the evening, madé 
the Fegees ; but after fix days toil, trying to find an- 
chorage, we .were under the neceffity of quitting them 
without finding any, or having any intercourfe with the 
natives; yet not before we {truck on a coral rock, but 
got off without receiving any damage. I believe no 
lands in the world are io hemmed 1n with dangerous 
reefs. We got into the middle of them, and we have 
reafon to be thankful we got out in the manner we did. 
In fteering to the weftward, we made the ifland Rutu- 
ma, had a little intercourfe with the natives, who feem - 
to be of the fame race with the Friendly Iflanders ; they 
talk the fame language, and their canoes are of the fame 
conftruétion. From this we intended making the beft 


* The religion in all those South Sea Islands is nearly the same. 
The inhabitants all acknowledge a Supreme Being, who they believe 
made, preserves, and governs all things ; they have, however, no 
very high ideas of the spirituality of this Supreme Being, as they 
suppose him married to a female divinity, from which conjunétion, 
a variety of inferior divinities, and even mankind, are descended; 
these inferior deities are believed to preside over all the parts of na- 
ture, the stars, the winds, the seas, the earth, &c. Each distri& is 
held to be under the tutelary care of one of these inferior divinities. 
Besides these, they hold a third species of superior beings, something 
similar to the Genii ef the ancient Pagans. They appear sometimes, 
but rarely, to form some rude images, or representations of their di- 
vinities; butthey have certain places, and times set apart for religi- 
ous worship, and particular persons who preside over it. They have 
a kind of public prayers, spoken by their priests; they have sacri- 
fices too, and in some cases, Captain Cook thinks even human sacri- 
fices. They admit a future state; but their notions of it are dark 4nd 
confused, though they seem to allow, that it will be a state of re- 
wards and punishments, for the good or evil done in this life. Those 
among them who have leisure, appear to be anxious to obtain infor- 
mation on these great and interesting subjects: May we not then in- 
dulge the hope, that they will welcome that gospel, in which the true 
character of the Deity is revealed to man, and by which life and im- 
mortality are clearly brought to light! 
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of our way to the Pelews; but from variable winds and. 
calms, we did not reach them till the 7th of Novem- 
ber; and then, from the ftormy appearance of the wea- 
ther, we did not think it prudent to ftay; therefore, 
after a little intercourfe with the natives, we proceeded 
on our way to this port, with a view to fend you intel- 
ligence, if poffible, by the firft fhip. . We found, on 
our arrival at Macao, which was the 2 wt of November, 
that we could not proceed to Wampoo, without an au- 
thority from the Hoppo, becaufe we had no eargo. Find- 
ing a fhip had been detained a month, I went to Canton, 
by which means we got permiffion. The 14th inftant, 
anchored at Wampoo. There are three of the laft year’s 
fhips ready for fea, but I prefer fending you this by a 
Danifh fhip—there are four direct fhips arrived. My 
nephew received a few lines from you, and Mr. Fenn, 
but I have not received any; three of the packets are 
not yet up, and I could not think of lofing this oppor- 
tunity. 

This brief relation, I hope, will be fatisfaétory to all 
our dear friends; but you. muft make great allowance 
for the writer—Shall conclude with only obferving, that 
as our work has been great, having been eleven months 
out of fourteen at fea, the wear, &c. of fails has been in 
proportion. We never fplit a fail, nor carried away a 
maift. The feamen and officers are in the fhip, all well, 
except William Tucker, feaman, who ran from the 
fhip. I can give you no idea when we fhall leave this 
place. To me it is the worft part of the voyage, having 
to aflociate with the profefled enemies of my Lord, and 
frequently I am the butt of the whole company. 

May the Lord increafé your zeal, and prefent you 
with fuch inftruments as he will own and blefs.! This 
is, and ever will be the fincere prayer of, dear Sir, your 


affectionate fervant, © J. WILSON. 
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ON the - 30th of June, 1798, a letter was received 
from ent Wilfon, informing the Directors of the 
Miffionary Society, that the Duff had arrived at Cork, 
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in Ireland, onthe 24th, and that he and all on board 
were well, and an ardent expectation of foon mingling 
their prayers and praifes with the people of God on their 
native fhores. This pleafing intelligence was inftantly 
fent to the Evangelical Magazine, to be communicated 
to the public; but being the Jaft day of the month, all 
the numbers were printed off, except about two thou- 
{and, into which it was admitted, and the printer re- 
quefted to fend them to thofe parts of the country where 
the news would be leaft likely to fpread in other chan- 
nels. > is 

. A fpecial meeting of the Directors was immediately 
convened, who, after expreffions of grateful acknow- 
ledgment to God for his goodnefs, agreed, that a com- 
mittee fhould fit daily to receive the Captain on his ar- 
rival, and to endeavour to procure the liberation of the 
feamen, fhould any of them happen to be imprefied. 

On the 7th of July, the veflel arrived in the Downs, 
with. the reft of the Indiamen; and a failor was im- 
mediately fent on fhore with difpatches to the Duke of 
Portland, and the India Houle. From him the com- 
mittee learnt, with peculiar thankfulnefs, that though 
the prefs-mafters fearched every other fhip in the fleet, 
while they lay inthe Cove of Cork, and took from them 
what men they pleafed, no one attempted to go on 
board the Duff; but fhe was entirely paffed by, as 
though God himfelf had concealed her in the hollow of 
his hand. ~This fignal mercy is much to be admired : 
for had the men been prefled fo far from home, and 
difperfed among the fhips of Admiral Kingfmill’s fleet, 
their recovery would have been difficult, if not impof- 
fible, notwithftanding the willingnefs exprefled by the 
Lords of the Admiralty to grant the reafonable requefts 
of the Society 1n favour of individuals. 

On Tuefday the ioth, the fhip being at Long Reach, 
the Captain himfelf came to town, and received the 
warmeft congratulations of feveral friends, and efpeci- 
ally the Committee, to whom. he prefented the jour- 


nals and papers relative to the voyage, and briefly re- 
Vou. I. No. 1. I 
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lated the wonderful dealings of God towards him, and 
thofe committed to his care. 

Never wasan undertaking, perhaps, more completely 
accomplifhed. After a voyage of more than 51,000 
miles, the fhip is returned without the leaft material 
Jofs or damage. The crew, in general, are in better 
health than when they firft embarked. They have ne- 
ver known the leaft want. Plenty has crowned their 
board, and the water has not failed. Nor have they, 
even fora fingle day, fuffered the lack of any thing that 
was good. The winds have con{pired to waft them 
fafely and {wiftly to thew detired haven. Every where 
the natives received them with reverence and delight. 
The Miffionaries are all fettled, in the iflands they pre- 
ferred, apparently in the oreateft fafety. Thofe who 
made choice of Tongataboo, are feparaned in {mall par- 
ties, and gone to refide among different chiefs, who, 
being well “acquainted with their intentions, have pro- 
mifed them protection, encouragement, and fupport. 
Thofe who fixed on Otaheite, are incorporated into one 
body ; the moft fertile and beautiful diftrict in the 
ifland being given them to fupply their wants; and all 
its inhabitants for their fubjects. Here they have al- 
ready erected work-fhops, and infltituted fchools. Some 
of the natives fend their children for inftruction; and 
feverals flock. around the places where the {miths and 
carpenters work, with admiration. Hence, the Mif- 
fionaries have frequent opportunities to converfe with 
them, on the moft important fubjects; their difcourfes 
and example, it is hoped,.will not bein vain. For the 
Captain and failors, on their retura from the Friendly 
Hands and the Marquefas, perceived an evident im- 
provement in the morals of the people, and hope was 
entertained -by the Miffionaries, that they fhould ef- 
fectually prevail on them to abandon for ever the horrid 
cuftom of human {facrifices. 

The return of the furgeon is a circumftance much — 
to be deplored. The population of Otaheite rapidly 
decreafes. -This is chiefly owing to that infamous dif- 
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eale imported among the natives, by our countrymen and 
other navigators. Totally ignorant of the laws of God 
re{peCting marriage, and indulging in unreftrained pro- 
mifcuous intercourfe, the peftilential evil has fo {pread, 
that one fourth of them are infected. Being unac- 

uainted with a-cure, the mortality is great, the manner 
of death awful! Had not God inclined the heart of his 
people to vifit them, this moft beautiful {pot upon earth 
would, in all probability, be foon left without an inha- 
bitant. Other iflands which Europeans have vifited are 
verging faft into the fame gulf. Hamanity, therefore, 
as well as religion, pleads for the further exertions of the 
Society ; and all who believe either life or falvation a 
blefiing, are bound to give it their beit encouragement 
and f{upport. 

As to Mr. Crook, fettled alone at the Marquefas, his 
profpects of ufefulnefs alfo are great; and when the 
journals are publifhed, many will rejoice to find what 
peculiar talents and zeal God hath endowed him with, 
for his arduous fervice. 

The committee, feeling their hearts overflow with 
gratitude at the brief recital made by the Captain, di-- 
rected the Secretary to convene the whole body of Di- 
rectors in town, to meet him on Thurfday, that they 
alfo might be partakers of their joy. Being all aflem- 
bled, and Dr. Haweis being called to the chair, he rofe 
and addreffed the Captain in the following words, as far 
as recollection will ferve on fo fudden an occafion. 


‘“CapTaiIn WILSsox, 


_ “GIT is with pleafure I attempt to fulfil the tafk en- 
joined me this moment, by my brethren, to convey to 
you the fenfe of their high approbation of the fervice 
you have rendered, not merely to us, but to the canie 
of God and truth. I regret only, that the fubje& fo 
far exceeds my power of expreffion, and that the fud- 
dennefs of the call muft plead my excufe, if I am in- 
capable of communicating all we feel on this aufpicious 
occalion. We welcome you from the long and perilous 
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voyage in which you have embarked. We admire the 
fkill with which you have navigated theveffel through the 
creat deep; the wifdom with which you have conduéted 
the Miffion entrufted to your charge, and the temper 
and fpirit you have difplayed towards every individual 

under your care; but we look higher than men and 
means, and acknowledge, in a peculiar manner, his pro- 
vidential care and almighty guidance, who has led you 
bya way you knew not, and crowned the arduous un- 
dertaking with fuccefs beyond our moft fanguine ex- 
pectations. He had fitted and prepared you for the 
work, and we have now the fulleft evidence of the 
truth declared by the Muflelmen, when you had fo 
miraculoufly paffled the Coleroon—*‘* This is God's 
man.’’ He knew not what he {poke, yourfelf was then 
ignorant of the meaning, but time has explained the 
import of the words, and verified the truth of the de- 
claration. 

“< We hear, with wonder and delight, the fteps of 
the divjne conduct through the mighty waters; the 
dangers you have pafled, furrounded with thoufands of 
the Heathen, deep embayed among unknown fhoals 
and iflands, and hanging on the dreadful reef; we fol- 
low you with folicitude, whilft the thunder fhakes the 
veffel as an earthquake, the ftormy winds whiftling in 
the fhrouds, and the billows like mountains following, 
deep after deep threatened tofwallow youup; but you 
were fafe under the fhadow of the Almighty. The 
voice of prayer from the many thoutands of your bre- 
thren, was afcending to thre ae more potent than ri- 
vers of oil to fmooth the fwel ling furges, they entered 
into the ears of the God of Sabbaoh, and he commanded 
from on high, ** Peace, be ftill, touch not mine anoint- 
‘“ed, do my prophets no harm.” 

‘“« Had you funk, Captam, in the mighty waters, or 
wrecked on fome unknown fhore, returned no more 
to gladden our hearts, and receive thefe effufions of. 
tears of joy and armeft congratulations, our obligations 
to you had not been lefs; and in the book of remem- 
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brance, written by the great Captain of falvation, your 
reward had not been diminifhed. But, for his own 
clory, for his people’s comfort, for the encouragement 
of our faith, and to claim our more vigorous exertions, 
he hath reftored you in fafety to our arms, as well as to 
filence the tongue of prejudice, and fhame thofe who 
only judge of events by their fuccets. 

“ Bleffed for ever be his name, for fuch fuccefs as pro- 
bably never before crowned any enterprife of a fimilar 
nature! During two years, nearly fixty perfons have 
‘been preferved in a voyage of fuch immenfe extent, not 
only without the lofs of a fingle ‘hfe, but in firmer and 
ftronger health than at their departure; not a hair of 
their head hath perifhed ; during a length of run, un- 
common in its rapidity, and without the fight of land 
for near fifteen weeks, nothing to be called difeafe was 
known, not a fymptom of fcorbutic tendency ever ap- 
peared ; and the liberal provifion made was never once 
neceflary. Abundance of frefh provifion and water 
fupplied every want; not a maft, not a yard, not an an- 
chor was loft, nor a fail fplit. The voice of joy and 
praife was in the dwellings of the righteous ; and every 
day the pillar and the cloud refted on their floating ta- 
bernacle. 

*< To you, Captain Wilfon, under God, we feel our- 
{elves indebred for this fingular felicity, which fills our 
hearts with exultation, You know, as we do, from 
whence the fource of all our bleffings flows. It 1s not 
of man, nor by man. We are fully fenfible you were 
tingularly qualified for, and called to the worky, We 
fhould contradict the plaineft diétates of reafon and ex- 
perience, if we did not acknowledge a divine Almighty 
hand hath guided all your ways. He knew, my dearelt 
friend, the fenfations of your heart : your modeft diffi- 
dence is ready to difclaim our commendations. You 
Know, for God has taught you, how much you have 
to lament, how much to condemn; and however con- 
{cious of your own fimplicity and fidelity, have felt the 
<motions of like paffions with your fellows; whilft they, 
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with unanimous voice, convey to us their warm, af- 
fectionate teftimonies, of the fraternal, or rather pater- 
nal tendernefs you have fhewn them. Authority, with 
you, hath borrowed the mild guife of parental care; and 
fenfible that you were the companion of men, and not 
of angels, you have borne their burdens, and fulfifled 


the law of love. But you ftand before another Judge ; 


in his prefence you bie into the duft, and cry to him 
to pity your infirmities, and pardon your iniquities, 
He hath heard your prayer, and granted it. He hath 
crowned you with mercies and loving-kindnefs. He has 
fent you back to gladden our hearts, to humble us for 
our fears and unbeligé to animate us to renewed acti- 
vity, to draw forth the exalted praifes of all the Ifrael of 
God in this favoured land, and to give a public demon- 
{tration, which even infidels and enemies can {fcarcely 
gainfay or refift, that there is a God that heareth and 
an{wereth prayer.” 

To this the Captain replied, with his ufual wifdom 
and humility ; and having withdrawn for a while, at 
the requeft of the Chairman, the Directors refolved 
unanimoufly, ‘* That it is expedient, that the Society 
“ fhould prefent Captain Wilfon fome mark of the 
“‘ grateful fenfe they entertain of the eminent fervices 
‘‘ which he has rendered to the important objects of 
“‘ the inftitution, and which may ferve alfo as a memo- 
‘‘ rial of the nature of the enterprife which, by the di- 
‘ vine bleffing on his fuperintendance of it, has ter- 
*“ minated fo favourably. > And a committee was im- 
mediately formed to confider of the moft proper method 
of exctuting this refolution. 

The Journal of Mr, William Wilfon, the Captain’s 
nephew, and firft mate, was then prefented, together 
with various charts and beautiful drawings; which be- 
ing examined, and highly approved, it was refolved, 
‘«« That the thanks of the Directors be prefented to him, 
‘¢ for the fidelity and ability with which he has dif- 
“‘ charged every branch of the duty of the fituation 
“¢ which he occupied on board the fhip Duff; more ef: 
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« pecially for the important fervices by which he has 
“uniformly contributed to the fuccefs of the Miffion 
«itfelf; for the additional geographical knowledge 
‘¢ which will be derived by means of his chart; and 
« alfo fer his drawings and journals, which will enable 
‘© the Directors to compile a more ufeful and orna- 
‘¢ mental publication relating to this peculiar and im- 
“ terefting enterprize.”” A committee was likewife ap- 
pointed’to compare the journals and papers, and to in- 
corporate and arrange all the materials, and prefent 
them, in one authentive narrative, to the public, with 
all convenient fpeed. It is hoped, therefore, that the 
public will be on their guard againft any fabricated ac- 
counts which interefted perfons may endeavour to ob- 
trude on them, and wait with patience for the Society’s 
publication, which, we truft, will be worthy of their 
perufal. 











Account of the Thank/giving obferved by the London Mi/- 
fionary Society, for the fafe arrival of the fp Duff ; 
publifhed by order of the Society. — 


HE fafe return of the Duff; the health which 
prevailed on board during the whole voyage; the 
welcome reception and fafe fettiement of the Miffiona- 
ries at the places of their deftination; and the remark- 
able interpofitions of Divine Providence from beginning 
to end of this extraordinary enterprize, were fuch evi- 
dent anfwers to the numerous prayers which had-been 
offered up to God on behalf of the Miffion, as loudly 
demanded the moft public acknowledgment of grati- 
tude and praife. 
The Directors, therefore, of the Miffionary Society, 
having acquainted the friends of the inftitution, as foon 
as they poffibly could, with the leading circumftances of 
the voyage, requefted that a day of public thank{giving’ 
might be obferved on the fixth of Augufl, being the 
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firft Monday in the month, when the prayer meetings 
of the Society are ufually held throughout the kingdom, 
that all whofe hearts have been interefted in the work, 
might have an opportunity of uniting, at the fame time, 
in the fame pleafing and reafonable fervice. They ap- 
pointed Mr. Griffin, of Portfea, to whofe church Cap- 
tain Wilfon belongs, to preach on the occafion, at 
Surry Chapel in the morning, and Dr. Haweis, as being 
one of the oldeft minifters in the Direction, and who 
firft propofed the miffion to the Pacific Ocean, to 
preach at Zion Chapel in the evening. Thefe extenfive 
places were foon filled with ferious and refpectable audi- 
tories. Prayers, with felect Pfalms and Leffons, were 
read by Mr. Eyre and Mr. Charles; Mr. Williams, 
Mr. Leggett, Mr. Grove, Mr. Nicol, and Mr. Brook- 
fbank, engaged in extempore prayer; and Mr. Cooper, 
Mr. Townfend, Mr. Platt, Mr. Greatheed, Mr. Pover, 
and Mr. Ford gave out the Hymns. The whole fer- 
vices were conducted with the utmoft folemnity ; the 
prefence of God was happily experienced by preachers 
and hearers; and never, perhaps, was gratitude more 
warmly expreffed on any public occafion. 

Knowing, however, that verbal acknowledgments, 
though highly proper, were but a {mall part of the tri- 
bute due to God for fuch fignal benediction, the Di- 
rectors convened the Society at Haberdafhers’ Hall, the 
following day, to confider how they could beft glorify 
him, by maintaining a communtcation with the Mi- 
fionaries in the South Seas, and by eftablifhing other 
Miffions in that hemifphere, where fuch an extenfive 
door of entrance and utterance has been evidently 
opened. 

No fooner was the report read by Mr. Greatheed, 
than all exprefled their cordial approbation of the pro- 
pofal recommended, and unanimoufly refolved, “* That 
‘“‘ the Directors be authorized to employ a fhip, belong- 
“ing to the Society, on another voyage to the Pacific 
“ Ocean: for the purpotes of fupplying our brethren, 
< who have fettled there, with affiftance tn their labours ; 
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“« of adding to their number, where circumftances may 
«< render it. neceflary ; and, of planting the gofpel in 
« other iflands of that ocean, where it fhall appear moft 
“eligible from their extent, population, or other fa- 
‘© yourable circumftances.” 

The Rev. Mr. Waugh was in the chair, and the 
whole bufinefs of the meeting was conducted with the 
moft perfect unanimity and fatisfaction. Dr... Vander- 
kemp, and the two Dutch Miffionaries, who arrived on 
the 30th of laft month, were prefent, and fo. was the 
Rev. Mr. Difandt, a Lutheran clergyman, introduced 
by Dr. Burckhardt, as {ent from Germany by Baron 
Van Shirnding, with propofals of uniting with the So- 
ciety, and affifting them, both with men and money. 
It need not be added, that the prefence of thefe refpect- 
able foreigners confi derably heightened the general de- 
light of one of the moft pleafant meetings, perhaps, 
fince the commencement of this inftitution. 





The following Sermon, by Dr. Haweis, delivered on the 
above-mentioned Lhank/giving Day, is fo animated, 
and contains fo much Information relative to the Voyage, 
Situation, and Pr ofpetis of the Mr ifionaries, that we 
prefume our Readers will be gratified to fee it entire. 





Psatm cxxvi, 3. Lhe Lord hath done great shines for 
: us, whereof we are glad. 


ROM whence fhould the tribute of our praife af- 
cend on this aufpicious folemnity, with fuch pe- 
culiar propriety as from this houfe of God, wherein our 
brethren received their folemn defignation for the Hea- | 
then, and went forth like Abraham, “by faith, not know- 
ing whither they went? How often and how ardently 
from this place, ‘hath the cry of the great congregation 
been heard with the other thoufands of God’s Hrael, 
befieging the se sha of grace, and eralping hold of the 


Von. «i No. K 








\ 


7 Dr. Haweis’ Thank/giving Sermon. 


mighty angel of the covenant, (Genefis xxxil. 26.) re- 
fufing to let him go until he blefs us. We have pre- 
vailed. The anfwer of peace is given. The dear ob- 
jects of our folicitude are fafe. Breki before you the 
Captain and our mariners, the eminent inftances of 
God’s care and love ; nor lefs thofe, whofe good report 
they bring us, feated under their cocoa-nut trees and 
their bread- fruit, and none’ to make them afraid. 

. Had it pleafed our God that fuccefs had not crowned 
our enterprize, that our fhip had hung fufpended on 
the reef, or our brethren fealed their ‘teftimony with 
their blood, the caufe had been equally glorious, and the 
calls of duty had been nothing leffened by the mifcar- 
riage; but ‘bi Lord knew our feeblenefs, and would 
not put us to the teft. He would not that his enemies 
fhould fay, there, there, fo would we have it. He would 
make bare his holy arm, that malignity might be con- 
founded, and envy driven into the darkeft recefs of her 
own fallen {pint, to gnaw her ferpent tongue. The Lord 
hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad. 

It is with fenfations only known to thofe who pray for 
the peace of Zion, and feel their bletlednefs in her prof- 
perity, that | am this day, my brethren, addreffing you ;, 
and I am fure there is not an heart of my fellow workers 
who have been engaged in the Miffionary Society, but 
is wound up to like or greater joy inthe Lord; nay, not 
a foul of this vaft affembly but harmonizes with us, 
eager to join our thank{fgivings, and on this happy oc- 
cafion, to cry out, blefled be the Lord God of Ifrael, 
who only doth wonderous things, and blefled: be his 
glorious name for ever, and let the whole earth be filled 
with his glory. Amen, and Amen. 

Hear then with wonder, love, and praife, 

Firft, The great things done fiir us. 

Secondly, Acknowledge the bleffed doer, the Lord 
alone, who thal be exalted by us this day. 

Thirdly, Let us with the multitude of the ifles be 


glad thereof. 
Lord touch my lips with a live coal from the altar, 
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and kindle in every heart the flames that many waters 
can never quench, nor the floods ever drown !.. : 

Hear then, firft, the great things done for us, But 
who is able to exprefs the noble acts of the Lord, and 
to fhew forth all his praife? The tablet of memory re- 
tains only partial traces of his goodnefs.. When the 
moft tenacious recolleétion has afflembled thefe  parti- 
culars, ftill the half will not be told us. | 

With humble delight, my brethren, I would lead 
back your thoughts to the days when the embryo of 
Miffionary labour arofe in different bofoms. The Hea- 
then came into our minds, compaffion {poke; we faid 
to each other, what can be done? Who among. the 
moit fanguine had then extended his hopes to what our 
eyes have feen, to what our ears have heard? Which 
of us would not unbelievingly have been ready to fay, if 
this had: been fuggefted, “if the Lord fhould make 
“« windows in heaven, then might this thing be!” But 
the counfel was of our God, who led us by a way we 
knew not; and this day of {mall things is never to be 
forgotten by us. We will remember it among our fig- 
nal blefflings. 

Scarcely had the colle&ed embers began to difcover 
the latent {park, and the breath of prayer fanned it to 
a feeble flame, when the fpreading fire kindled and dif- 
fufed its powerful energy on every fide. Not the con- 
flagration of enthufiaftic zeal, as fome unkindly fuggeft- 
ed, which blazes, confumes, and is extinguished, but the 
facred “ {pirit of burning,” (Ifaiah xliv.) derived from 
him, whofe eyes are as a flame of fre; who dwelleth be- 
tween the cherubims; and at whofe command “ the 
*< living creatures ran and returned as a flath of light- 
‘“‘ ning,” (Ezekieli. 14.) eager to fulfil his fovereign 
will in the falvation of his redeemed. Need I remind 
you, brethren, of the fcenes you have witneffed? Of 
the thoufands of God’s Ifrael affembled? Of the great 
hoit of his minifters of the fanctuary of various denomi- 
nations, drawn by the magnetic influence of the love of 
Jefus and of fouls purchafed by his blood, and vowing 
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to facrifice on the altar of divine charity, the prejudices, 
the bigotry, and the f{pirit of party, which, by difunit- 
ing them, had long palfied every effort of zeal for the 
extenfive {pread of the gofpel among the Heathen? To 
thofe who have any deep acquaintance with mankind, 
fuch union muft be acknowledged a great and fingular 
event, 

Shall I mention our dear brethren who offered them-~ 
felves willingly, or the liberal bounty of thofe who 
wifhed to furnifh a fupply of their wants? Where will 
men be found? how fhall a fufficient fund be provided? 
You have heard thefe murmurs, marvel not, reflect 
upon the fears and unbelief that fo often {prang up in 
your own hearts and in mine. But is any thing too 
hard for God? How {peedily, how amply, how effectu- 
ally was the provifion made for every need, and exceed- 
ing every expectation? And fhall we not tell what 
oreat things in mercy have been fhewed us? Behold the 
ark launched forth on the bofom of the great deep, fil- 
led with the heralds fent to proclaim the everlafting: gof- 
pel, and navigated by men, whofe prefence forbids me 
to fay of them, what Zion’s king hath recorded: in his 
book! of life. 

See them now parted from the land of their nativity. 
The floating tabernacle gradually finks in the horizon. 
They loofe fight of us, and we of them, to meet pro- 
bably no more, till we fhall behold them affembled 
round the throne of God, and of the Lamb. Ah! how 
many anxious thoughts have filled our bofoms as well 
as theirs! Who of us, my dear brethren, had dared to 
hope for. what the prefent hour hath realized? 

What a voyage has been completed! We received 
the firft glad tidings from Rio Janeiro, the earneft of fu- 
ture blefings. They had paf fled the torrid zone. The 
fun had not {mitten them by day, nor the moon by 
night. Pfalm Ixii.13. The wind had wafted them 
along with an uninterrupted profperous gale; no ftorm 
had made them afraid, nor difeafe approached their 
dwelling. 
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‘But how many tedious months afterwards elapfed! 
How often have our unbelieving hearts dreaded to re- 
ceive the tidings after which they fo anxioufly panted| ! 
Have you any news of the fhip? How often have I 
heard and fighed to reply, none! When lo! on the 
oreat day of our laft annual affembly—in the very houfe 
of our God—when we were met to fupplicate his fa- 
vour for thofe who travelled by land or by water—when 
on our knees—the glad, the unexpected news arrived, 
and was announced with delight from the pulpit to the 
aftonifhed congregation—the Duff is fafe arrived at 
China, and our Miffionaries landed at the places of their 
deftination! Joy, like an electric fhock, darted from 
bofom to-bofom, we burft forth into the high praifes 
of our God.’ Now, every day awakened fre(h expecta- 
tions and hope, that deferred, had made the heart fick, 
oladdened every countenance, and opened the eager eye 
of defire. We were not difappointed of our habs ; 
from the Cape, from St. Helena, the glad news fled 
over the great deep, the found approached us yet 
nearer and nearer from the harbour of Cork, “ all is 
“< well!’ When lo! the whitening fails rifing in the 
horizon, {welling with the breath of prayer and praife, 
bring with the fulnefs of bleffing, the object of our 
anxieties, to the haven, where it fhould be. Blefs the 
Lord, O my foul. 

In this voyage, to tell of all his wonders, my time 
would fail, and my ability be unequal. I will juft re- 
frefh your memory with the following hints of fome of 
the great things done for us in the {wiftnefs, the fafety, 
the health, and the fuccefs of the voyage; particularly 
re{pecting the great object we had in view. 

Firft, The /wiftne/s of the paflage. This will be the 
admiration of every nautical man by profeffion. Who 
ever heard, in the moft profperous voyage of the ableft 
Prather 183 degrees of longitude pafied in the fhort 
fpace of fifty-one days? Moving often at the rate of 
two hundred and sto or thirty. miles a day, and fo 
{teadily before the wind, as feldom ever to interrupt the 
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women and children, many who had never feen the fea — 
till they embarked upon it, -unaccuftomed to fuch food, 
or accommodation, they reached Otaheite, after a five 
months voyage, without an individual fick. ‘ All the 
way they had plenty of provifions, their water {weet, 
abundant, and never failing; and not a creature want- 
ing any manner of thing that was good. Whilft we 
record the mighty acts of the Lord, let future voyagers 
learn from Captain Wilfon, what care, cleanlinefs, pro- 
per food, and unremitted attention, can, under the di- 
vine benediction, do for the health of thofe who occu- 
py their bufinefs in great waters. 

But I referve the moft important particular till laft, 
the fucce/s of the voyage, refpecting the great object we 
had in view. We had paffed in fafety the dangers of 
the deep, and were ready to encounter the greater dan- 
ger apprehended from the fhore ; not indeed by myfelf, 
or many who knew the real {tate of the people of thefe 
iflands. We were convinced, if the Lord conveyed our 
Miffionaries in fafety to the place of their deftination, 
the work was done. Where are now the cannibals that 
fhould devour us? Where the Heathen to feize our pro- 
perty and perfons? Where the helplefs infants with their 
mothers, a prey to favage arms? ‘Thefe-vain terrors at 
leaft, brethren, are diffipated. I need not tell you the 
reception we have met ; Welcomed as angels from Hea- 
ven, furnifhed with every neceffary for fubfiftence, for 
comfort ; heard with reverence, and courted as if our 
favour and friendfhip was the firft of bleffings. I ufe 
no exaggeration; I recite fimple facts, known and re- 
ported by our highly efteemed Captain and his affoci- 
ates, and by every Journal of the Miffionaries them- 
felves. The news of our intended refidence among the 
Otaheitans, and the other Iflanders, was received with 
tran{fport. The King, and every Chief, crowded round 
our Miffionaries; the whole land was before them: 
they had to chufe the Gofhen where they would fet up 
their tents. Set up their tentsdoI fay? Behold a {pa- 
cious manfion, furrounded with bread-fruits, cocoa-nuts, 
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and the beautiful evee apple, ready prepared for their 
reception, {ufhcient to accommodate immediately the 
whole body of Miffionaries. They are met or the 
beach by the King and his Chiefs, led by the hand, 
amidft the crowd of {urrounding and admiring natives, 
and not only put in poffeffion of fuch an abode, but the 
whole diftrict of Matavia, with all its produce folemnly 
ceded to them for ever; a territory fufficient to maintain 
ten thoufand perfons. Each Chief is eager to fecure the 
friendfhip of the individual Miffionaries, and as their 
Tyos, to inveft them with their authority, and admit 
them to a participation of all they poffefs. So far from 
danger or {ubjection to tyrannical or favage rule, the 
Lord hath made them princes, in a fort, inall the lands 
of the Heathen whither they have gone. It was mock- 
ingly faid—the trees, I fuppofe, produce hot rolls for 
breakfaft. It is true, thofe who ventured to thefe dif- 
tant lands, little thought what they fhould eat, or what 
they fhould drink; yet it is fingular that our brethren, 
with united voice, declare their bread. fruit is every 
morning prepared for them, and equal to the niceft 
white bread in England. But they haveapplied it toa 
nobler ufe; the admiring Heathen have feen it broken 
as the fymbol of our moft facred myfteries, and received 
by the holy brethren, as th¢body of their Lord, and the 
pledge of his dying love. 

But Imay not detain you with a thoufand particulars, 
which a {peedy publication will more at large detail to 
the public. I will only add, thefe are the leaft of our 
Miffionary mercies. The natives have fhewn the moft 
uncommon attention, from the greateft to the leaft of 
them. They frequent, in multitudes, our worfhip, con- 
tefs our God to be greater than their own, and defire to 
know more of him and his word. Though we can only 
yet preach through an interpreter, and by tranflations, 
which we begin to read to them in their own tongue, 
and which they hear with reverence, and fay, they ge- 
nerally underftand. “Fhey, have already brought their 
children for inftruction, and our {chool is opened many 
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know all their letters, and begin to join them with great | 
docilitys | The chief prieft of the country moft friendly 
to the Miffionaries, feconds their inftructions, affuring 
the people it is, 4Zy Tye good, and fays they muft amend 
their manners. I am, fays he, too old to learn; but — 
our children will be taught all thefe wonderous per- ‘ 
formances which we fee, and know the {peaking book. 

The. Miffionaries have not manna rained. indeed 
rouad their tents, but they have meat as {weet as the 
quails; and bread fruit, cocoa nut, and a multitude of 
vegetables brought daily; and a two-fold provifion for 
the Sabbath, much more than they can poffibly -con- 
fume; and which are diftributed to the fervants and na- 
_.tives. Our. brethren are active; they have acquired 
much of the language ; have formed themfelves comfort- _ 
able refidences, and every day are employed in labours, 
to make known his name, and to proclaim his glory, for 
whofe fake they have gone forth to the Heathen, with 
their lives in their hands, and proved the truth of his 
promifes in a meafure, of which we have no adequate 
conception. Whofoever will lofe his life fhall preferve 
it, Luke xvii..33. and whofoever hath forfaken houfes, 
or bréthren, or-tifters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
gguiccen, for my name’s fake, fhall receive an hundred 
“fold, and inherit everlafting life. | 
Unable to enter into farPher particulars, I fhall. only 
add, as the refult of the fulleft inquiry and intelligence, 
that nothing can appear more promifing than the be- 
_ ginning of our labours in thefe ifles of thé fea. The 
fields, indeed, appear white for harveft; they regard us 
as beings ef a fuperior order; they feel and confefs their 
own inferiority; they hear us in filent awe; and they 
feem ready to embrace our meflage, as foon as we are 
able to communicateit tothem. Indeed, the dreadful- 
nefs of the fituation of the Heathen ina moral view, as 
will fhortly appear, makes the call of duty on our part 
the more imperious; and the falvation of their bodies, 
as well as fouls, muft render our labours 2mong them 
peculiarly acceptable. Shall I mention but one trait 
Vor. I. No. 1. ie 
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more. The dear infants (and there is another born) are’ 

peciliar objects of their care and careffes; and the My- 
diecet no Taheite, the Otaheitan child, as they defire 
fhe may be called, is embraced and gazed on with de- 
light by every native. 

But I muft have done: not that I fear to weary your 
patience with thefe recitals, but that I might come to: 
the 

Second head of my difcourfe, “* That God hath done 

“‘ oreat things for us;” and we muft be blind and in- 
fenfible indeed, if we did not confefs that they are mar- 
vellous in our eyes, and give him-the entire glory. 
may now venture to fay with confidence, and fhall not 
fear contradiction, that this hath God done, and we 
perceive that it is his work—No doubt his fpirit awa- 
kened up our minds to the attempt—-We have now 
pafled the awful moment of fufpenfe, through evil re- 
port, and good report—I flrall be no longer’ charged 
as Utopian or enthufiaftic, when I aflert, brethren, that 
the meafures you purfued were the di€tates of wifdom, 
as they breathed the divine {pirit of philanthropy which 
planned and executed them; even infidels muft admire, 
and adverfaries be confounded. I may, becaufe it is 
only the tribute of deferved praife, declare, that the Capa 

tain and his officers have fulfilied the truft committed t 
them, with dn ability, perfeverance, and fidelity, that no 
thanks of our Society are adequate to expiefs. I may 
add, the Miffionaries themfelves, compaffed as they 
are with infirmities as men, have approved themfelves 
in the higheft meafure to their brethren; have pro- 
ceeded on their work in the feveral places of their def- 
tination, with a zeal we cannot but admire; and amidft 
the fnares, and peculiar temptations, to which they 
have been expofed, and which vouth and human paf- 
fions made us dread, more than all other dangers com- 
bined, they have conducted themfelves with a purity of 
converfation that we can neyer too much commend, or 
fufficiently blefs God for his preferving grace. Brethren, 
on the moft diligent inquirygI can make, I am affured, 
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that for fix months of trial, expofed to all the fafcina- 
tions of.enticement, not one charge has arifen, of fuf- 
picion been entertained, of the unfullied chaftity of the 
Miffionaries left in the different iflands—The burning 
fiery furnace of Nebuchadnezzar had lefs danger thar 
the feductive importunities of Jofeph’s miftrefs. But 
have I forgotten the objet I propofed; and am I 
launching out in commendation of the men, and the 
inftruments.empleyed? No. They are produced merely 
as te{timonies of the great power of God in the midit of 
- ws—the falvation and the glory are all. his own—we 

feel this moment tranfcendent delight im aieribing it to 
him—we would not rob our God of the full tribute of 
his praife—the work which is done upon earth, he doeth 
it himfelf.. I am confident, my brethren, I {peak the 
fentiments of every heart, that we are more jealous of 
this kind of facrilege than ever our adverfaries can be 
in their fufpicions of us. We are abundantly rewarded, 
in being the happy inftruments of good to the Heathen; 
and we confefs ourfelves unworthy, and lefs than the 
leaft of all God’s mercies. Directors, Captain, Mif- 
fionaries, to us all belong this day fhame and confufion 
of face before him, with whom we have todo. He 
_ knows the unbelief, the fears, the miftakes, the undue 
tempers, with which we have been often chargeable be- 

fore him. But we blefs him for the fuccefs which hath 
attended our efforts; and aflured, that he pitieth our in- 
firmities, and pardons our iniquities, we can truly fay, 
Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us—but unto thy 
name be the praife. 

Yet let us not fhout for victory: the great enemy of 
fouls, however foiled by our weaknefs, and our Imma- 
nuel’s power, retires fora moment only, to concert his 
wiles afrefh, and call us to renewed conflicts.’ Let not 
him, therefore, that putteth on the armour, boaft as he 
that taketh it off. Nothing but the continued care, 
and keeping of our covenant Jehovah, can perfect the 
begun bleffing; bring wifdom out of our ignorance; 
{irength out of our weaknefs, and glory out of out 
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humiliation. Hitherto he hath helped us—We will 
turn to the rock which. is higher than we. Jehovah 
Niffi is the name, in which we will ftill lift up our ban- 
ners, and as we often fing, 


We'll take to ourselves all the shame, 
And give all the glory to thee. 


Thirdly, Therefore let us with the multitudes of the 
ifles be glad. Ifaiah xliv. 23.~-Sing,“O ye Heavens, for 
the Lord hath done it. Break forth into finging, ye 
mountains of Chriftina and Otaheite, ye ever verdant 
forefts, and every tree therein, for the Lord hath re- 
deemed Jacob, and glorified himfelf in Ifrael... Doth it 
become well the juft to be thankful? then furely never 
did an occafion anife to call forth purer joy, and more 
exalted praife. The Lord is making bare his holy arm, 
his righteoufnefs hath he openly fhewed in the fight of 
the Heathen. The ifles are waiting for his law. . The 
great trumpet of gofpel grace is blown, the found is 
gone forth ta the ends of the earth. As foon as they 
hear of me, fays our Jehovah, they fhall obey me; the 
{trangers fhall fubmit themfelves unto me. Ah! bre- 
thren, do not your hearts burn within you, at the tidings 





you have heard, and joining in one vaft burit of prailegiiy 
and adoration, with angels and archangels, and all the™ 


company of Heaven? Can we but fhout.around the 
throne, “* Worthy is the Lanrb that was flain, to re- 
*§ ceive power, and riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, 
‘** and honour, and glory, and bleffing.”’ 

_ Methinks I fee you, brethren, finking beneath the 
load of gratitude. Senfations, too big for utterance, 
{well every bofom ; and is not every hand lifted up with 
folemn adjuration? Pfalm cxxxvil. 5. If I forget thee, 
Jet my right hand forget its cunning; yea, if I do not 
remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth! Yes, my dear friends, ours fhall not be the bar- 
ren tribute of the fong we raife; we will praife him not 
only with our lips, but in our lives; by g:ving ourtelves 
up to his fervice, and devoufing our bodies, fouls, and 
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{pirits, living facrifices, holy and acceptable, which is 
our reafonable fervice. Rom. xii. . " : ) 

Renew your efforts, ye men of Godof this Society, to 
fpread farther and wider that adored, that endeared 
name, which is as ointment poured forth, Exercife 
your wifdom, roufe all your zeal, cement your happy 
union, arife with renewed vigour to the help of the 
Lord againft the mighty; think nothing. yet done, 
where {o much remains to be accomplifhed; a thou- 
fand iflands, millions, myriads of immortal fouls, are 
yet crying to you, ‘* Come over and help us.” Acts 
Xvi. 19. | 

Come forth, ye fpirits of the juft, burning with love 
of Jefus, and zeal for the falvation of mankind. Ye 
minifters of flame, that wait on his fanctuary, cherifh 
the divine impreffion, that prompts to this arduous 
fervice. Rife up to lead the faithful warriors to re- 
newed conflicts. Ye faithful, whom the Lord hath 
furnifhed with ability and zeal, to build upthe ark of | 
his church, the fmiths, the carpenters that {mooth the 
planks, as well as the architects that plan the fabric, 
awake, as in the ancient days. “Ye men of {cience in 
every department, efpecially in medicine and furgery, 
fhew yourfelves::the miferies of the difeafed, and the 
dying cry aloud for your healing hand. . Ye ready la- 
bourers all, thruft inthe fharp fickle, for the harveft of 
the earth is fully ripe; and he that reapeth, receiveth 
wages, and gathereth fruit unto eternal life; verily your | 
reward fhall be great in Heaven. O! that the people 
might offer thémfelves willingly—the filver and the gold 
are his. Pour them in, that nothing may be wanting 
to further the progrefs of a work {fo happily begun. 
The Lord of Hofts ‘is evidently with us, the God of Ja- 
cob is our refuge. Up then, and be doing.- 
« The time is fhort; whilft we are deliberating, thou- 
fands are loitt—the work is great—the King’s bufinefs 
requireth hafte, and fo much the more, as ye fee the 


day approaching. 


_ Dr. Haweis’. Thankfgiving Sermon. 







































London Mifionary Society, Dec. 1798. 


S thé public have expreffed fo great an intereft in 
the tranfactions of the Miffionary Society, they 
will hear with pleafure, that the Duff, which performed 
fo fuccefsfully. the former voyage to the ilands of the 
South Seas, is again ready to fail for the fame Miffion- 
ary purpofes; and through the good providence of God, 
an ample number of, we truft, faithful men and wo- 
men have- offered themfelves on this nable and felf-deny- 
ing fervice, and are moft of them already embarked, 
The number of perfons will be at leaft forty, befide 
children; and many others who were accepted, were 
obliged to wait another opportunity, for want of room. 
The zeal that hath manifefted itfelf on this occafion, 
appears to be a token for good to us, and an honour- 
able evidence to the Chriftian world, that there are not 
wanting many who are ready to labour and fuffer. hard- 
fhips, as good foldiers of Jefus. Chrift. 
.. The indefatigable labours and exertions of the Di- , 
rectors on this occafion, have done more than it was 
thought poffible to accomplith in the time; the feafon 
of departure requiring that the fhip fhould fail this year, 
as otherwife it muft. have been delayed till September 
or October in the year enfuing. -The providence of 
God, however, muft be-acknowledged in many favour- 
able circumftances which have occurred ; particularly 
in the furnifhing feveral ferious medical ftudents and 
practitioners, fome of whom offered themfelves imme- 
diately, as they underflood the want of fuch perfons for 
the Miffion, than which a greater blefling of a tempo- 
ral nature can hardly be conceived to the inhabitants 
of the South Sea Iflands, particularly Otaheite. 

The expenfe incurred by the.equipment of the fhip, 
with all neceflaries for itfelf ge the provifioning and other 
requirements. for upwards of feventy perfons; a fupply 
for the brethren already fettled; and articles proper to 
exchange with the natives, or make prefents to the 
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chiefs, is fo confiderable, as to call loudly upon the 
friends of the inftitution, for their farther stiflutice and 


fupport. 


rn ee Ee nn 


 Defignation of Miffonaries, 8c. 

ON Tuefday, November 13, 1798, the Miffionaries 
about to embark on this Miffion, were folemnly defig- 
nated to their oe work, at Spa-field Chapel. 
Dr. Haweis read the Common Prayer, after which Mr. _ 
Jerment prayed extempore, and Mr. J. Townfend of- ~ 
fered the Defignation Prayer. Bibles (the donatton of 
Mr. Bailey, of Hackney}, witha fuitable addrefs, y 
delivered to each of the Miffionaries, by the Rev. Me 
Brookfbank, Hamilton, Hill, Platt; Radford, and Weft. 
A fermon was delivered on the occafion, by Mr. Mau- 
rice, of Fetter-lane, from Rev. xi..15. and a charge to 
the Miffionaries, from Phil. i..23. by Mr. Eyre, of 
Homerton. Dr. Hunter concluded with prayer. 

On Tuefday evening, November 20, 1798, the four 
. following Miffionaries were. oem at Surry Chapel, 
viz. W. Gregory, J. Hill, evefque, and J. L. 
Vardy. Thel ay Row. Hill re read the Church Prayers, 
and Mr. Howell, of Knarefborough (who accompanies 
‘the Miffionaries), offered the Ordination F ayer. 
Waugh preached from Phil. 1. 18..a@nd¢Mir Hi 
an affectionate charge -to the Mifignaries, efpe 
thofe now ordained. Mr. Ham ta “concluded with 
prayer. - 

On the following morning (Wrednefday) the Direc- 

tors and Miffionaries breakfafted gether ;,after which 
Mr. Hill prayed, and Mr. Teale, ve an < ach ate 
tion. In the evening the Miffionaries’ whitedly gor 
memorated the love of their divine mafter, ‘in theo 
«nance of the Lord’sSupper. The minifte ige 
Mefirs. Eyre, Hill, Howell, Hunter, Kecherer, Nicol, 
Platt, Reveals, Vanderkemp and Waugh. 

- The fingle Miffionaries embarked for Gravefend, the 
27th of November, where they arrived on board the 
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Duff, on the morning of the 29th.’ This being the day 
of National Thank giving, the Miffionaries, he had 
been nurtured in ‘the bolton of this highly privileged 
countty, thought it their duty, on leaving it, to mingle 
their grateful acknowledgments with thofe of the thou- 
fands of our Britifly I{rae]l. Soon after the fhip was 
brought to anchor, public fervice was held upon the 
quarter deck, in which many of the friends at Gravef- 
end were happy to unite. Mr. Peter Levefque deli- 
» -yereda fhort difcourfe from 1 Cor. xv. 57. ‘ Thanks 
~.‘ be to God who giveth us the victory.”’ In the even- 
: ng Mr. Wilks preached at the Meeting-houfe in that 
wn, from 1 Sam..vii. 12. “ Hitherto hath the Lord 
“ielped us,” The next day (Friday) the Duff weighed 
anchor, and arrived in the Downs about Sunday noon. 
A fhort fervice immediately cOmmenced, sand in the 
evening Mr. Benton preached, and, the facrament was 
afterwards adminiftered, it being the firft Sabbath in the 
month. Monday evening, December. 3, the ufual time 
of the Monthly Miffionary Prayer Meeting was ob- 
ferved on board the fhip; feveral of the Miffionaries en- 
gaged in prayer, and an appropriate exhortation was de- 
livered. 
On Wednefday, the sthy, the married Mi flionaries 
left_ town to proceed to.jPortfinouth, and the next 
sthe Motibecoming fair, the Duff, in company 
out 70.,other fk proceeded from the Downs 
sre fh a on Saturday. Qn their 


eae. a, pee ce by a thick fog, where:a 
feveral hips ran aground,, among which,was the Henry 


0, ih, ae fince gone to pieces. . : 
Ac favo ble breeze fpringing up, fg- 


| failine, and carly next morning the 
iain, under convoy of the Amphion fri- 


1 6 out of fight before noon. 


if 
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ifort Hiffory “ the Formation and Progre[s of they 
Northern Miffionary Society in the State of New-York ; 
contained in a Letter from the Rev. -fonas Coe, to the 


Publifher dated Troy, Feb. 11, 1800. 






CONVENTION: of ictiters and private chrif- 
A tians, of different. di ominations, met, by mutual 
- agreement, on the ‘ith @f January,.1797, in the town 
of Lanfingburgh, forthe purpofe of inftituting a Mit. 
fionary Society, in the northern part of ‘the State’ of | 
New-York, at which time and. place a refpectable num- 
ber, of perfons affembled. «Lheibufinefs of the day was 
opened with a‘fermon, by 4 Romeyn, | from. Mat. 
xxvilly 202 * Lo, k am: with | you alway, even unto the — 
“ end of the world. -Amen,” + after which; the-Conven- — 
tion was opened with prayer, by Doctor Smith, and the 
Rey. James Proudfit was chofen Chairman,and Gite Rev. 
John Baffett, and. Jonas Coe, were chofen Clerks. | 
Doétor Smitli then ftated the object of the meeting, 
and laid before the Convention agdaft of the princi- 
ples of religion to be agreed to by cher d propagated, 
by their Miffionaries,. for their.con ideration-gand © : 
probation, which was carefully examined and pr 
ally adopted. , 
The Rev. John Baffett, and the Rev. JohnB, Fohinfon: ; 


laid before the Convention a plan of a Conftitution-for 
Vou. I. No. wig A ; 
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the government of the Society ; which being duly con- 


‘fidered and amended, was referred for final adoption to 


the next meeting of the Convention. 

The Rev. Alexander Proudfit read, before the Con- 
vention, a draft of an Addrefs Which he had prepared 
tothe churches in general, on the importance of fend- 
ing out Miffionaries, which was referred to a Commit- 
tee, confifting of Doctor Romeyn, Doctor Smith, Ja- 
cob Sickles, and Robert Smith. 

Adjourned, to meet in the city of Albany on the 
14th day of February, at 11 o’clock in the forenoon. 


" Conduded with prayer. 





Albany, Feb. t4, 1797- 


THE Convention met according to adjournment, 
when aSermon was preached by Doétor Smith, from 
Mat. vi. ro. “ Fhy kingdom. atic: After which it 
was opened with prayer, by thé Rev. Mr. Baffett. 

Doétor Romeyn was ‘chofed Chairman, and Mefits. 
Baffett, and Coe were continued Clerks. 

The Conftitution provifionally adopted at the meet- 


ing at Lanfingburgh was read, paragraph by paragraph, 
mended and altered, was finally 


and after being again a 
adopted by the Convention, as the Conttitution of the. 


Northern Mifhonary Society in the State of New-York. 
The Committee appointed ro revife the Addrefs to the 
Citizens at large, expreffive of the nature of this Infti- 
tution, and of the importance of its objects, reported, 
that they had revifed it, and made fuch alterations and 
amendments, as a red to them neceflary, which being 
read, was adopted, and committed to the fame Com- 













mittee, together with the Conttitution, to be corrected 
and prifited. 

Thewfollowing Officers: were then elected) for the 
current year: Rev. Doétor Dirck Romeyn,. Prefident ; 
Rev. James Proudfit, Vice-Prefident ; Rev. John Baf- 
fett, Secretary; Rev. Jonas Coe, Clerks Rev. Elbert 
Willet, Treafurer. 
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DIRECTORS. 

Rev. Doétor John B. Smith, Rev. John Clofe, Rev. 
Samuel Smith, Rev. Ifaac Labagh, Rev. John B. John- 
fon, Rev. David S. Bogart, Rev. William M*‘Cauley, 
Rev. Daniel Marfh, Rev. James “Mairs, Rev. John 
Dunlap, Rev. Anthony T. Braun, Rev. Robert F. 
Smith, Rev. Alexander Proudfit, Rev. Jacob Sickles, 
General James Gordon, Doctor Hunloche Woodruff, 
Mr. Ebenezer Clark, Mr. Abraham Eights, ir. [aac 
Hutton, Mr. Jacob Vanderheyden, Mr. Abraham 
Hunn, General Abraham Outhout, Mr. Elijah Janes, 
Mr. Cornelius P. Wyckoff. 

The Society adjourned to meet on the firft Thurfday 
in May, in the Dutch Church at Schenectady. 

Concluded with prayer. | 


Schene&tady, May, 1797. 


THE Society met according to adjournment, and 
was opened with prayer. ee 
The Prefident, for certain reafons, was excufed from 
preaching the fermon, appointed him at the laft meet- 
ing of the Society. | 
Application being made agreeably to the Conftitu- 
tion, the Society refolved, that the towns of Salem, Sa- 
ratoga, and Charlton, be, and hereby are conftituted a 
department of this Society, to be known and diftin- 
guifhed by the name of Department, No.1. 
Refolved, That the town of Schenectady, and the 
adjacent places, within the circumference of fix miles, 
be, and hereby are conftituted a department of the So- 
ciety, to be known and diftinguifhed by the name of 

Department, No. 2. 

- Refolved, That. the city of Albany, the towns of 
Troy, Lanfingburgh, and Waterford, be, and hereby are 
conftituted a department of the Society, to be known 
and diftinguifhed by the name of Department, No. 3. 

Ordered, That the feveral departments, thus confti- 
tuted, be immediately organized, and report a true 
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_copy of their proceedings at every annual meeting of the 
Society, and {tated meeting of the Board of Directors. 
Adjourned to meet in the town of Troy, on the 11th 
day of February, and that the Rev. Alexander Proud-. 
fit open the meeting with a Sermon. 
Concluded with prayer. 





Troy, Feb. 1798. 

THE Society met according to adjournment, and a 
Sermon was pr eached by the Rev. Alexander Proudfit, 
from Mark xvi. 15. after which the Society was opened 
with prayer, and proceeded to bufinefs. 

In tranfacting it, they received a number of mem- 
bers into the Society—heard the reports of the different 
departments—and adopted the following plan of corref- 
pondence with the New-York Miffionary Society, viz. 

1. That a friendly correfpondence be eftablifhed and 
maintained between the two Societies, in which they 
fhall mutually communicate fuch information as may 
be judged neceffary and ufeful, for promoting the great 
objects: of their inftitution, particularly the ftate of their 
funds; the profpeét and probable means of increafing 
them; the ftate of the frontiers, and Indian tribes, and 
the procuring and fending out Miffionaries, &c. 

‘2. The Miffionaries of either Society fhall be fent 
out jointly, and with the united fan@tion and recom- 
mendation of both : provided, however, that they fhall 
be accountable to that Society, ry which ele fhall 
have been procured. 

. That either Society may, as circumftances require, 
apply to the other for pecuniary aid, and fhall receive 
{uch affiftance as the funds, together with their engage- 
ments and profpects, may enable them to afford. 

4. That, on particular occafions, there fhall be joint 
meetings of the Directors, or of Committees appointed 
by them, or by the Societies, for the purpofes of mutual 
cpnfehince, and for concerting fuch meafures as may 
feem beft calculated for accomplifhing the important 
ends which they contemplate. 

















Hiftory of the Northern Miffionary Society. 93 


s. That the members of either Society, occafionally 

prefent at a meeting of the other, fhall be admitted toa 

a and vote; and that the Directors fhall-be entitled 
to the fame privilege i in their refpective boards. 

-6. That thefe bonds of uniou, and principles of co-. 
operation, may be extended to all Societies, inftituted 
upon the fame principles, and for fimilar purpofes. 

At this meeting of the Society, according to the re- 
port of the Treaturer, the total amount of the funds 
were 324 dollars and 85 cents. 

The report of the Board of DireCiors contains nothing 
important. i 

The Society sroantided to the choice of officers for 
the enfuing year, when the Rev. Doctor John B. Smith 
was chofen Prefident; the Rev. James Proudfit, Vice- 
Prefident; the Rev. Jonas Coe, Secretary; the Rev. 
John B. Johnfon, Clerk ; and Mr. Elbert Willet, Trea- 
jurer. | 

DIRECTORS. 

Rev. James Mairs, Rev. William M‘Cauley, Rev. 
John Baffett, Rev. John Clofe, Rev. John Dunlap, 
Rev. Sauiael Smith, Rev. Alexander Proudfit, Rev. 
John Demereft, Rev, Ifaac Labagh, Rev. JohnB. Joln- 
fon, Doétor Dirck Romeyn, Doctor John B. Smith, 
Mr. Chriftian Miller, Mr. James Gordon, Mr. Cor- 
nelius P.. Wyckoff, Mr. Abraham Hunn, Mr. Ifaac 
Hutton, Mr. William Bell, Mr. Abraham ees, 
Mr. Abraham Outhout, Mr. Andrew Yates, . Ja- 
cob D. Vanderheyden, Mr. Cornelius VanVecten, Mr. 
Elyah Janes. 

Adjourned to meet at Schenectady, on the focaueal 
Tuefday in September, at 11 o’clock in the forenoon. 

Concluded with prayer. : 





“ON the 1 3th of March, 1798, there was, an extraor- 
dinary meeting of the Society called, in the city of Al 
bany, in confequence of a ibikevence between De} part - 
ment, No. 3,and the Chiefs and Warriors of the Onei ida 
Indians, T hefe Chiefs and Warriors propofed to convey 
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to the Society 400 acres of land, for the fupport of 4 
_ Miffionary among them, which they have fince actually 

and legally done, with the confent of the Legiflature of 
the State, and the Society has been incorporated, by an 
act paffed for that exprefs purpofe, which enables them 
to hold thofe lands, with other fends, for promoting 
the great objet of their affociation. I have not the 
date of the act of incorporation, but it paffed at the 
clofe of the Seffion of the Legiflature in 1798. 

I fhall add nothing further with refpeé& to the 
Oneidas, until after our next meeting of the Society. 
I have, in my poffeffion, a letter from the Chiefs and 
Warriors of that nation, which has been before the 
Board of Directors, and upon which they have acted; 
but all which muft go before the Society before it ought 
to be publifhed. The whole, interefting and important, 
will probably form the fubftance of the Direétor’s next 


report to the Society. 


Scheneétady, Sept. 11, 1798. 


THE Society met according to adjournment, and 
was opened with prayer; after which a fermon was 
preached by the Rev. Samuel Smith, from Pfalm 1. 8. 

The following plan of Miffions was prepared by a 
Committee appointed for that purpofe, and reported, 
and adopted by the Society at this meeting. 

1. That adoor appears to be opening in providence, 
for the Society to direct a Miffion to the following tribes 
of Indians, viz. the Oneidas, and other tribes eaft of Lake 
Erie, which heretofore were known by the name of the 
Six Nations; and alfo to the Chipawas, Hurons, and 
other nations living in the vicinity, and weft of Detroit, 
on the waters of Lake Michigan and Superior, and the 
rivers Illonois and Miamis. ‘The nations above-men- 
tioned, in the opinion of the Committee, are fufficient 
to engage the exertions of the Society, in promoting the 
great object of their affociation, at leaft, for the prefent ; 
and they are particularly fingled out from other nations, 
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in confequence of accounts being received from each of 
them, favourable tc their reception of the gofpel. | 

2. That it be recommended to the general Board of 
DireCtors of this Society, to ufe every fuitable mean to 
procure, on the moft reafonable terms, two well qualified 
minifters of the gofpel, and two perfons well qualified for 
inftruéting and catechifing, to go as Miffionaries to the 
aforefaid nations. 

3. That as much of the ufefulnefs-and fuccefs of 
Miffionaries will depend upon their confining them- 
felves wholly to the great object of their miffion, and by 
no means engaging in any thing foreign thereto; there- 
fore it fhould be enjoined on the Miffionaries, not to 
engage in politics, traffic, or {peculation, or in any.other 
bufinefs which is not immediately connected with the 
duties of a Miffionary or Catechift. 

4. That the whole of the funds of the Society, now 
in the hands of the Treafurer, or which in future fhalk 
be received, either by obligations or donations, ought 
to be devoted to the purpofe of fuch Miffions, and that 
as foon as the land propofed to be given by the Onei- 
das be conveyed to the Society, immediate meafures 
be adopted to render it productive. STs 

5. That when 4 Miffion fhall be eftablifhed, every 
member of this Soctety fhall hold himfelf bound to ufe 
his influence with his fellow-citizens, to obtain their af- 
fiftance in increafing the funds of the Society. 

6. And that, if the plan above fuggefted be approved 
by the Society, the Secretary be directed to forward a 
copy of the fame to the New-York Miffionary Society, 
and requeft their concurrence and co-operation. 

Refolved, That it be recommended to all the mem- 
bers of the Society to fpend fome time in prayer to3Al- 
mighty God, on every firft Tuefday afternoon, in each 
quarter of the year, beginning with the firft Tuefday in 
October next; and in fuch places where feveral mem- 
bers live contiguous to each other, it be recommended 
to them to unite in focial prayer at thofe times. It is 
particularly recommended to all the members, to be en- 
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gaged at the throne of grace, in petitioning the infinite 
Jehovah, to put a flop to the progrefs of infidelity, lis 
centioufnefs and vice ; ; topour out the Holy Spirit, and 
promote pure morality and undefiled religion; to de- 
ftroy Satan’s kingdom, and advance the kingdom of 
the glorious Redeemer among the nations of the ear th, 
and ake way for the univerfal {pread of the gofpel of 
Chrift throughout all the world. 

Adjourned to meet at Stillwater, on the firft Thur- 
day of February, at 11 o’clock in the forenoon. 
Concluded with prayer. 


Stillwater, Feb. 7; 1799. 

_ THE Society met according to adjournment, and 
was opened with prayer. 

A Sermon was preached by Doétor Smith, (inftead of 
Mr. Coe, who was appointed to preach, and was _un- 
well,) from Romans vill. 13. 

Nothing very {pecial was tranfaéted at this meeting. 

From the report of the Treaturer, the funds amounted 
to 514 dollarsand gg cents. 

The foliowing Officers were chofen forthe current year : 
Rev. John Dunlap, Prefident; Rev. Samuel Smith, 
Vice-Prefident ; Rev. Jonas Coe, Secretary ; Rev. John 
B. Johnton, Clerk ; Mr. Elbert Willet, Treatfurer. 

DIRECTORS. 

Doctor Dirck Romeyn, Rev. Robert Smith, Rev. 
John Baffett, Rev. James Mairs, Kev. Alexander 
Proudfit, Rev. John Demereft, Rey. James C. Ro- 
meyn, Rev. John Dunlap, Rev. John B. Johnfon, 
Rev. Eliphalet Nott; Rev. Jonas Coe, Rev. John Clofe, 
Rev. Winflow Page, Rev. George Mairs, Mr. Jacob 


| Dy Manderheyden, Mr. Corneffes Van Veéten, Mr. 


Beriah Palmer,*Myr. John Ten Broeck, Mr. Luther 
Heliey, Mr. Abraham Outhout, Mr. William Scott, 
Di. Mead, Mr. Philip Heart, Mr. Chriftian Miller. 





THE Minutes of our laft meeting, which was in 
the city of Albany, on the firft Thuriday of September 
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jaft, I have not in my poffeffion; they are ftill in the 
hands of the Clerk. 

I have tran{cribed no report of the Board of Direc- 
tors, as, they have been heretofore very deficient in their 
reports, and have detailed nothing very material in the 
partial ones which they have made. The reports of the 
Departments are too lengthy and minute for publica- 
tion; I have therefore omitted them altogether. 

Iam not in poffeffion of all the papers necefflary to 
give you a complete ftatement of all the members of the 
Society, and the total amount of our funds at prefent. 
This I will endeavour to do after our next annual meet- 
ing, which will be in September next, at Salem, Wath- 
ington county. The Board of Direétors will meet in 
May, after which I will carefully tranfmit you every 
thing material in their proceedings, which, I prefume, 
will be interefting and important. 

I would only add, that we have made additional de- 
partments fince our firft arrangement, which meet four 
times a year, and are receiving new members from al- 
moft all the congregations around us—the General So- 
ciety 1s, therefore, gradually increafing—its funds enlarg- 
ing—and our profpects of becoming extenfively ufeful 
brightening. 





The Conftitution of the Northern Miffionary Society in the 
State of New-York. ‘ 


CHAPTER I. Of the Defign and Principles of the 
Society. 


I. HIS Society fhall be called Tue NortTHerw 
MisstoNARY SOCIETY IN THE STATE OF 
New-York. Ne te raat 

2. The principal obje& of the Society fhall be to 
propagate the gofpel among the Indian tribes, and in 
thofe frontier places of our country which are deftitute 
of its ordinances, and which are not organized into 

Chriftian Societies. Nor fhall bufinefs of any kind, 
Wee. DS Be, 5 
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which does not relate to this object, be difcuffed at the 
meetings of the Society. 

. The great outlines of thofe relrgious principles, i In 
which the members of the Society are e agreed, and which 
they defire to diffufe amongft others, are the following : 
That in the divine effence there are three diftinct per- 
fons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, equal 
in perfection and glory—That the eternal God, who 
created all things for his own glory, made man upright, 
and entered into apeculiar covenant with him, as federal 
head of his pofterity—-That man fell from his ftate of 
rectitude, and involved all] his cid in his fall, who 
are thus, by nature, children of wrath, totally depraved, 
dead in trefpaffes and fins, and without help or hope 
in themfelves, or any created power—That a provifion 
of grace is made, for a reftoration from this ruin through 
Jefus Chrift, the eternal Son of God; with whom, as 
the only Mediator between God and man, and the fe- 
deral head of the election of grace, a covenant having’ 
been eftablifhed from everlafting, he, by affuming the 
human nature, intoa perfonal union with the divine na- 
ture, was manifefted in the flefh—That being very God 
and real man in one perfon, he, as the furety of his peo- 
ple, yielded perfect obedience to the precept of the di- 
vine law, and endured its penalty, by offering a perfect 
facrifice and atonement for their fins—That his righte- 
ou{nets, confifting of his obedience and fufferings, Hieely 
imputed by God, and received by a living faith, ts the 
only ground of their pardon, acceptance with God, and 
title to eternal life—That they are made alive unto 
God; are vitally united with the Lord Jefus Chrift, as 
their living head; are renewed in heart, fanétiffed, and 


rendered meet for heaven, by the efficacious and al- 


mighty energy of the Holy Spirit—That the facred 
{criptures, contained in the Old and New Teftament, 
and the ordinances of the gofpel, are the great means 
which he employs in commencing, effecting, and com- 
pleting his work of grace in the heart—That there 1s an 
infeparable connection between the free grace of God, 
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received by faith, and the practice of holinefs—That all 
who are vitally united to Chrift, are kept by the power 
of God through faith, unto eternal falvation—T hat 
God did, from the beginning, fet apart, one day in fe-: 

ven, as an holy Sabbath, to be immediately employed 
in his fervice ; and that the Lord’s day is of no lefs in- 
difpenfible obligation, under the Chriftian, than the 
Sabbath was under the Patriarchal and Jewifh difpen- 
{fations—That there will be a general refurrection, both 
of the juft and the unjuft, whofe eternal retribution 
fhall be awarded by Jefus Chrift; and that the righteous 
fhall be adjudged to endlefs life, and the wicked to end- 
lefs punifhment. 

4. The Society will cordially correfpond and co-ope- 
rate with any other Societies, who, agreeing in thefe im- 
portant truths, incline to unite in profecuting the fame — 
defign with this Society. 


CHAP Il. Of Officers. 


1. In this Society there fhall be a Prefident, Vice- 
Prefident, a Secretary, a Treafurer, and a Clerk; all of 
whom fhall be chofen by ballot, at every annual meet- 
ing of the Society, by a majority of the members prefent. 

. The duty of the Prefident fhall be, to preferve 
par to ftate queftions, to make known the bufinefs 
which is from time to time to be tranfacted, to givea 
deciding voice, whenever the Society may be equally 
divided on any queftion, and to call {pecial meetings, 
agreeably to the limitations expreffedin this conttitution, 
of which meetings notice fhall be given in one or more 
of the public new{papers. 

_. 3. Incafe of the abfence of the Prefident, the Vice- 
Prefident fhall take his place, and perform his duties. 

4. The Treafurer fhall take charge of the funds, 
and other property of this Society ; fhall anfwer all legal 
_ demands, keep a regular account of the income and 
expenditures, and annually prefent the fame for infpec- 
tion: he fhall alfo give fufficient fecurity for the "doe 
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performance of his truft, before he enters on the exe- 
cution of his office. 

. It fhall be the duty of the Secretary faithfully to 
record the proceedings of the Society, and to tranfmit 
and receive all communications from and to this affocia- 
tion. 

6. It thall be the duty of the Clerk to take the mi- 
nutes of the proceedings of the Society, and to deliver 
the fame to the Secretary, to be recorded in a book te 
be provided for that purpofe. 


CHAP. II. Of Direétors. 


1. There fhall be chofen, by ballot, at every annual 
meeting of this Society, twenty-four Direétors, who 
fhall -be called The General Board of Direétors, and 
fhall meet twice in every year; on the firft T hurfday in 
May, and on the firft Thurfday in November ; the firft 
of which meetings fhall be-held in the town of Sche- 
neCtady, and afterwards on their own adjournment. 

* 2. When nine Directors fhall be convened, they fhall 
have power to proceed to bufinefs. 

3. The bufinefs of the General Board of Directors 
flail be to arrange and prefent, for the confideration of 
the Society, fuch } plans or meafures as they may deem 
coificident with the principles, and calculated to pro- 
mote the important obye¢ts of the affociation ; to cor- 
re{pond, through the siedlbiias of the Secretary of the So- 
ciety, with inftitutions of a fimilar nature, in this or in 
other countries, and with all perfons who may be in- 
clined to favour the general obje¢ts which ‘this affocia- 
tion have in view, and to dire¢t all miffions—But for all 
fuch atts, andun all cafes whatfoever, they fhall be re- 
{ponfible to the Society. 


CHAP. IV. Of Departments. 


As ‘this Society is at prefent compofed of mem- 
bers from-different places, and contemplates acceffions, 
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from thofe which are {till more remote, it may eftablifh, 
from time to time, as many diftindt depanmariie as 
may be deemed neceffary, to advance the pious objects 
of ~ inftitution. 

. The departments, when aaa § fhall be known 
a he names of No. 1. No. 2. &c. 

. Diftinct departments fhall be formed by the So- 
cae whenever application fhall be made by. feven 
a 

In each of the departments there fhall annually 
be ‘cleéted a Prefident, Secretary, and Treafurer of de- 
partments. 

5. The Prefidents and Secretaries of departments 
fhall difcharge fimilar duties in the departments to thofe 
preicribed to the Prefident and Secretary of the Society. 

6. The Treafurers of departments fhall collect, in 
their refpective departments, all monies which, from 
time to time, fhall become due to the Society, and hall 
tranfmit the fame, every fix months, to the Treafurer 
of the Society. 

7. The departments “thus conftituted fhall co-operate 
in promoting the general defign of:this inftitution; fhall 
have the power of receiving members agreeably to this 
conftitution; and all members of the departments fhall 
be, zp/fo fatto, members of the Society. 

8. Each of the departments fhall delegate:one mem- 
ber, to meet and to act with the General Board of Di- 
rectors. 


CHAP. V. Of the Meetings of the Society. 


. This Society fhall meet annually, on their. own 
adjournment, 

. Twelve members fhail be deemed a fufficient 
anes to adjourn from day to day; and fifteen thall 
be a fufficient number to proceed to bufinets. 

3. At every {tated meeting of the Society a fermon 
fhall be preached by a member of this affociation, who 
fhall be appointed for that purpofe at the preceding an- 
nual meeting, and a collection fhall be made. 
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4. Every meeting of this Society fhall be opened and 


dloted with prayer. . 
5. Special meetings fhall be called by the Prefident, 


at the requett of five “members. 
CHAP. VI. Of Mifionaries. 


Every perfon who may offer himfelf as a candidate for 
any miffion, fhall produce a certificate from the Judi- 
catory to which he belongs, recommending him as a 
Miffionary to the General Board of Directors, and par- 
ticularly {pecifying his piety, ability, and aptnefs to 
teach, and his firm determination to inculcate the prin- 
ciples expreffed in Art, 3. of Chap. J. of this Conftitu- 
tion; and, on further examination, being found quali- 
fied, ach perfon fhall receive a teftimonial. from faid 
Board of Directors, of his being approved of, and ap- 


pointed a Miffionary of this Society. 
2. On every miffion at leaft two Miffionaries fhall 


be appointed, if practicable, for the purpofe of coun- 
felling, affifting, and encouraging each other, who {hall 
refpectively render an accurate return to the Board of 
Directors of their tranfactions, and of the ftate of reli- 


gon in the places they may have vifited, 
The particular duties of the Miffionaries fhall be, 


faithfully to preach the gofpel of the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and further by catechetical inftruction, to inculcate the 


principles adopted by the Society, and expreffed in 
Chap. I. Art. 3. to ufe their beft endeavours to efta- 


blith {chools, and to introduce amongft the Indian tribes 
the arts of civilized life; to comply with the directions 
they may, from time to time, receive from the General 
Board of Directors ; and, finally, by a prudent and pious 
deportment, to enforce their inftru@tions. 


CHAP. VII. Of the Admiffion of Members. 


1. Any perfon may be admitted a member of this 
Society, who is of good moral character, and whofe 
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principles of religion are thofe which are expreffed in 
Chap. I. Art. 3. of this Conftitution. 

2. Inorder to a perfon’s being admitted a member of 
this Society, a majority of the votes of the members 
prefent fhall be requifite, except with regard to thofe 
who are admitted through departments.. Each mem- 
ber, on his admiffion, fhall fign this Conftitution. 

3; Honorary members may be admitted into this 
affociation only at a ftated annual meeting, and with 
the approbation of a majority of the members prefent. 

4. Every perfon, honorary members excepted, fhall, 
upon his admiffion into this Society, pay, or caufe to be 
paid, into the hands of the Treafurer, at leafl the fum 
of two dollars, and annually, at leaft the fum of two 
dollars.* ‘ 

5. The fole nght and power of excluding members 
is vefted in the Society; convened at a ftated annual 
meeting. A departure from the general principles of 
the affociation, expreffed in Art. 3. Chap. I. of this 
Conftitution; and a walk, and converfation immoral, 
and unchriftian, fhall always be confidered as fufficient 
grounds of exclufion from this Society. 

6. Every member, on application being made in writ- 
ing to the Society, for difmiffion, at an annual meeting, 
{hall be entitled to the fame. 


CHAP. VIII. Of Funds. 


1. The’funds of this Society fhall be raifed from 
the entrance money—from the annual contribution of 
members—and from the voluntary donations of the 
charitably difpofed. 


CHAP. IX. Of Alterations in the Conftitution of the 
Soctety. 


1. No alterations fhall take place, unlefs a motion, 
expreffing the fame, fhall have been made at a previous 


* Ata meeting of the Society, on the eighth of February, 1798, 
at Troy, it was resolved to reduce the deposit, on entrance, to two 
dollars; and the annual payment to one dollar. 
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meeting of the Society, at leaft three months before the 
diicuffion of fuch motion. 
2. Two thirds of the members prefent muft concur 


to effect any alteration. 


em ee 
heal 


Addr efs of the Northern Miffionary Society in the State of 
New- York. 


To the PUBLIC. 
Men and Brethren, 


HRISTIANS are under everlafting obligations to 
+” glorify their divine Mafter, and to promote the 
enlargement of his kingdom. His infinite worth, the 
force of his divine command, the excellency, and bene- 
fits of his gofpel, the grace which they have received, 
and the wretchednefs of the world, all concur to prompt 
their ardour in this important wors. When, therefore, 
iniquity abounds, and its votaries combine their efforts 
again{t the caufe of Chrift, it becomes his friends to 
_ awake from inactive negligence. It is their duty, influ- 
enced by the warmeft attachment to their glorious Lord, 
and the pureft philanthropy, to rally round the gofpel 
{tandard, in order. to counteract the malice of its ene- 
mies. Perfuaded of the bleflednefs which is annexed to 
the character of a real difciple of Jefus, they ardently 
defire to fee as many as poffible united in the fame com- 
mon faith with themfelves, and partakers of the fame 
great falvation. Under thefe impreffions, a coalition 
has been recently formed amoneft Chriftians of various 
denominations, both in Europe and America, to pro- 
pagate the gofpel to diftant nations. Their pious zeal 
has ftumulated them to uncommon exertions, and the 
{pirit of their Mafter has infpired them withthe noble 
purpofe of forgetting their partial diftinétions, for a 
higher and far more important object. This extraordi- 
nary union, and its attendant circumftances, are a happy 





Addrefs of the Northern Miffionary Sociéty.. to¢ 


pfefage, that the ttme approaches when, according to. the 

redictions of ancient prophecy, “‘ The nations fhall 
«fear the Lord from the weft, and his glory from the 
“ rifing of the fun.’ It is pronounced as an indication 
of God’s fpecial favour to his church, and of the def- 
tined time for fhowing it, “‘ That his fervants take plea- 
<<‘ fure in her duft and ruins.”” And, agreeably to this, 
we find, upon confulting the page of hiftory, that when 
the Eternal 1s about to revive region, and extend its 
influence in the world, he generally prepares his way, 
by previoufly exciting his people to combine their ef- 
forts in his caufe. Though the work be all his own, both 
as to counfe! and effect, and though his promife abfo- 
lutely fecure fts accomplifhment in due feafon; yet his 
commands are laid upon his people to exert themfelves 
in the fervice, and his facred will in them declared, ‘* For 
‘all thefe things will I be inquired of by the houfe of 
‘‘ Tfrael.”” ‘The encouragement which they may derive 
from the power, and faithfulnefs of Chrift, and from the 
peculiar figns of the times, is great. Therefore, though 
infidelity and error have burft all ufual reftraints, and 
threaten, like a flood, an univertal inundation; yet it 
may certainly be expected, that the {pirit of the Lord 
will raife up a ftandard to refift their progrefs. Perhaps 
the Affociations to which we have alluded may be the 
commencement of the defirable event. Perhaps, when 
Zion’s watchmen fee eye to eye, and her citizens take 
each other cordially by the hand for mutual encourage- 
ment, the Lord may caufe her to rife from the duft, and 
put on her beautiful garments, and increafe her glory 
by the full acceffion of the Gentile Nations. With this 
pleafing hope, a Miffionary Society has been formed in 
the city of New-York, compofed of minifters and pri- 
vate chriftians of various denominations, who are agreed 
in the effential doétrines of the gofpel. 

Their object is to diffeminate the knowledge of the 
great falvation amoneft the favage nations of America, 
and the inhabitants on our frontier fettlements. De- 

Vou. I. No. 2. C 
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firous to co-operate in promoting thisimportant object, 
a number of the friends to chriftianity, in this northern 
quarter, have formed an Affociation, on fimilar prin- 
ciples, and requeft your cordial concurrence. The ob- 
ject is important, and muft certainly engage the atten- 
tion of all, who either regard the honour of Chrift, or ~ 
can realize the value ofan immortal {pirit. * 
When we caft our eyes upon our Weftern World, 
we behold myriads of precious fouls, perifhing without 
vifion; totally ignorant of the great Redeemer, who 
alone can deliver from the wrath to come; and having 
not even heard that there isa Holy Ghoft, whofe office 
it is to fanétify, and prepare the foul for immortal glory. 
Surely, not only'a concern for the glory of God, and 
gratitude for that redemption which he hath purchafed 
with his own blood ; but compaffion for the fouls of 
thefe favages, fhould roufe from indifferencey and 
prompt us to action. Are they not our brethren? Have 
we not all fprung from the fame common ftock? Are 
we not plunged, by tran{greffion, in the fame mifery and 
guilt, and deftined alike for an eternity of wretched- 
nefs or blifs?’ Have we tafted that the Lord is gracious, 
and fhall we not invite others to the fame fellowfhip? 
Ye know, beloved in the Lord, the heart of a ftranger ; 
for ye yourfelves were once Gentiles, ftrangers to the 
covenant of promife, and aliens from-the commonwealth 
of Ifrael. 
_ The difficulties in attempting to’ chriftianize the 
Heathen, are, no doubt, formidable. They may, by 
fome, be reprefented as infurmountable. Thefe we have 
duly realized; we feel their weight; but cannot confi- 
der them as fufficient to juftify us in declining the at- 
tempt. We may difmifs them all, with this fimple re- 
ply, “© With God all things are poffible.”” Is he not 
omnipotent? Is he not able to execute, by his power, 
what he hath purpofed in his love, or revealed in his 
word? The hearts of all men are in his hand, and as the 
rivers of water, he turneth them whitherfoever he will. 


a 
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‘The rude favage of the wildernefs, no lefs than the po- 
lithed citizen of Athens or Rome, ‘he can, at his plea- 
{ure, turn fromidols, to ferve the living God. 

Befides, upon a retrofpective view of the progrefs of 
chriftianity, and the oppofition which it has fuccefsfully 
encountered, all conceivable difficulties muft utterly va- 
nifh. Who could have anticipated the mighty revolu- 
tion that was actually accomplifhed by the few difciples, 
whom Jefus fent forth to preach amongft the nations! 
yet amidft circumftances fo unpromifing, how rapid, 
how fplendid were the triumphs of the crofs! The ob- 
ftinacy of the Jew, and the ferocity of the Gentile, the 
favage habits of the rude barbarian, and the vile enor- 
mities of the more civilized Heathen, were proftrated 
alike, before the energy of its doctrines. May not thefe 
confiderations ferve to remove all difcouragements? Are 
they not fufficient to diffipate our fears, and confirm 
our refolutions? Sandctioned by the divine command, 
<< Preach the gofpel to every creature;’’ fupported by 
the divine promife, “‘ Lo, I am with you always;” let 
us perfevere, regardlefs of oppofition, and affured of 
fuccefs. ‘“‘ His-arm is not fhortened, that it cannot 
fave.” ‘ The refidue of the Spirit is with him, and he 
waits to be gracious.” But fhould our hopes be altoge- 
ther difappointed ; fhould our endeavours be as unfuc- 
cefsful as the objet is defirable; yet ‘ fhall our judg- 
ment be with the Lord:” our work of faith, and Ja- 
bour of love will not be forgotten. The duty is obvi- 
ous ; let us make-the experiment, and fubmit the iffue 
to fovereign grace. Though the feed fown in the wil- 
dernefs, by our Miffionaries, fhould lay through time 
unproductive, yet in the day of retribution, it fhall yield 
us a harveft of glory. 

In an undertaking of this kind, our firft concern fhould 
be, to fecure the countenance of heaven. “ Ye,’’ there- 
fore, *¢ that make mention of the Lord, keep not filence, 
and givehim no reft, till he eftablith, and till he make 
Jerufalem a praife in the earth.” Be frequently, be 
sfervently engaged on our behalf. Pray that a fpirit of 


; 
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meeting of the Society, at leaft three months before the 


difcuffion of fuch motion. 
2. Two thirds of the members prefent muft concur 


to effect any alteration. 


Addr ‘efs of the Northern Miffionary Society in the State of 
New- York. 


Lo the PUBLIC. 


Men and Brethren, 


HRISTIANS are under everlafting obligations to 
glorify their divine Mafter, and to promote the 
enlargement of his kingdom. His infinite worth, the 
force of his divine command, the excellency, and bene- 
fits of his gofpel, the grace which they have received, 
and the wretchednefs of the world, all concur to prompt 
their ardour in this important work. When, therefore, 
iniquity abounds, and its votaries combine their efforts 
again{t the caufe of Chrift, it becomes his friends to 
awake from inactive negligence. It is their duty, influ- 
enced by the warmeit attachment to their glorious Lord, 
and the pureft philanthropy, to rally round the gofpel 
{tandard, in order. to counteract the malice of its ene- 
mies. Perfuaded of the bleffednefs which is annexed to 
the character of a real difciple of Jefus, they ardently 
defire to fee as many as poffible united in the fame com- 
mon faith with themfelves, and partakers of the fame 
great falvation. Under thefe impreffions, a coalition 
has been recently formed amongft Chriftians of various 
denominations, both in Europe and America, to pro- 
pagate the goipel to diftant nations. Their pious zeal 
has ftimulated them to uncommon exertions, and the 
{pirit of their Mafter has infpired them withthe noble 
purpofe of forgetting their partial diftinétions, for a 
higher and fa: more rmportant object. This extraordi- 
nary union, and its attendant circumftances, are a happy 
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ptefage, that the time approaches when, according to, the 
predictions of ancient prophecy, “‘ The nations fhalk 
“fear the Lord from the weft, and his glory from the 
“ rifing of the fun.” It is pronounced as an indication 
of God’s fpecial favour to his church, and of the def- 
tined time for fhowing it, “* That his fervants take plea- 
< fure in her duft and ruins.”’ And, agreeably to this, 
we find, upon confulting the page of hiftory, that when 
the Eternal is about to revive religion, and extend its 
influence in the world, he generally prepares his way, 
by previoufly exciting his people to combine their et- 
forts in his caufe. Though the work be all his own, both 
as to counfe! and effect, and though his promife abfo- 
lutely fecure its accomplifhment i in due feafon; yet his 
commands are laid upon his people to exert themfelves 
in the fervice, and his facred will in them declared, ** For 
“all thefe things will I be inquired of by the houfe of 
* Tfrael.”” The encouragement which they may derive 
from the power, and faithfulnefs of Chrift, and from the 
peculiar figns of the times, is great. Therefore, though 
infidelity and error have burft all ufual reftraints, and 
threaten, like a flood, an untverfal inundation; yet it 
may certainly be expected, that the fpirit of the Lord 
will raife wp a ftandard to refift their progrefs. Perhaps 
the Affociations to which we have alluded may be the 
commencement of the defirable event. Perhaps, when 
Zion’s watchmen fee eye to eye, and her citizens take 
each other cordially by the hand for mutual encourage- 
ment, the Lord may caufe her to rife from the duft, and 
put on her beautiful garments, and increafe her glory 
by the full acceffion of the Gentile Nations. With this 
pleafing hope, a M iffionary Society has been formed in 
the city of New-York, compofed of minifters and pri- 
vate chriftians of various denominations, who are agreed 
in the effential doétrines of the gofpel. 

Their object is to diffeminate the knowledge of the 
great falvation amongft the favage nations of Amierica, 
and the inhabitants on our frontier fettlements. De- 
Voi. I. No. 2 C 
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firous to co-operate in promoting thisimportant object, 
a number of the friends to chriftianity, in this northern 
quarter, have formed an Affociation, on fimilar prin- 
ciples, and requeft your cordial concurrence. ‘The ob- 
ject is important, and muft certainly engage the atten- 
tion of all, who either regard the honour of Chrift, or 
can realize the value ofan immortal {pirit. : 

When we caft our eyes upon our Weftern World, 
we behold mymiads of precious fouls, perifhing without 
vifion ; totally ignorant of the great Redeemer, who 
alone can deliver from the wrath to come; and having 
not even heard that there isa Holy Ghoft, whofe office 
it is to fanctify, and prepare the foul for immortal glory. 
Surely, not only’a concern for the glory of God, and 
gratitude for that redemption which he hath purchafed 
with his own blood; but compaffion for the fouls of 
thefe favages, fhould roufe from indifference, and 
prompt us to action. Are they not our brethren ?) Have 
we not all fprung from the fame common ftock? Are 
we not plunged, by tran{greffion, in the fame mifery and 
guilt, and deftined alike for an eternity of wretched- 
nefs or blifs?’ Have we tafted that the Lord is gracious, 
and fhall we not invite others to the fame fellowfhip? 
Ye know, beloved in the Lord, the heart of a ftranger ; 
for ye yourfelves were once Gentiles, ftrangers to the 
covenant of promife, and aliens fromthe commonwealth 
of Ifrael.. 

The difficulties in attempting to chriftianize the 
Heathen, are, no doubt, formidable. ‘They may, by 
fome, be reprefented as infurmountable. Thefe we have 
duly realized; we feel their weight; but cannot confi- 
der them as fufficient to juftify us in declining the at- 
tempt. We may difmifs them all, with this fimple re- 
ply, “ With God all things are poffible.”” Is he not 
omnipotent? Is he not able to execute, by his power, 
what he hath purpofed in his love, or revealed in his 
word? The hearts of all men are in his hand, and as the 
rivers of water, he turneth them whitherfoever he will. 
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The rude favage of the wildernefs, no lefs than the po- 
lithed citizen of Athens or Rome, he can, at his plea- 
fure, turn fromidols, to ferve the living God. 

Befides, upon a retrofpective view of the progrefs of 
chriftianity, and the oppofition which it has fuccefsfully 
encountered, all conceivable difficulties muft utterly va- 
nifh. Who could have anticipated the mighty revolu- 
tion that was actually accomplifhed by the few difciples, 
whom Jefus fent forth to preach amongit the nations! 
yet amidft circumitances fo unpromifing, how rapid, 
how fplendid were the triumphs of the crofs! The ob- 
ftinacy of the Jew, and the ferocity of the Gentile, the 
favage habits of the rude barbarian, and the vile enor- 
mities of the more civilized Heathen, were proftrated 
alike, before the energy of its doctrines. May not thefe 
confiderations ferve to remove all difcouragements? Are 
they not fufficient to diffipate our fears, and confirm 
our refolutions? Sanctioned by the divine command, 
«« Preach the gofpel to every creature;” {upported by 
the divine promife, “* Lo, I am with you always;” let 
us perfevere, regardlefs of oppofition, and affured of 
fuccefs. “ His arm is not fhortened, that it cannot 
fave.” ‘ The refidue of the Spirit is with him, and he 
waits to be gracious.”’ But fhould our hopes be altoge- 
ther difappointed ; fhould our endeavours be as unfuc- 
cefsful as the object is defirable; yet * fhall our jude- 
ment be with the Lord:” our work of faith, and la- 
bour of love will not be forgotten. The duty is obvi- 
ous ; let us make-the experiment, and fubmit the iffue 
to fovereign grace. Though the feed fown in the wil- 
dernefs, by our Miffionaries, fhould lay through time 
unproduétive, yet in the day of retribution, it fall yield 
us a harveft of glory. 

In an undertaking of this kind, our firft concern fhould 
be, to fecure the countenance of heaven. “ Ye,”’ there- 
fore, ‘that make mention of the Lord, keep notfilence 
and give him no reft, till he eftablith, and till he make 
Jerufalem a praife in the earth.” Be frequently, be 
fervently engaged on our behalf. Pray that a’{pirit o 
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love may reft upon our inftitution. In the name of the. 
advocate with the Father, implore that inftruments may 
be raifed up, and qualified by the Holy Spirit, for the 
important work; and that the gofpel preachied by them 
may have free courfe, and be glorified. Let us earnettly 
feek to have the fpirit of chriftianity revived in our own 
fouls. Like the patriarch Jacob, let us put away the 
idols of our houfes, our pride, oftentation, covetoufnefs, 
and carnality. With Abraham and Jofhua, let us com- 
mand our houfehold with us to ferve the Lord. Let us 
direct our earneft and pointed attention to the heathen* 
amoneft ourfelves, who are retained in flavery; and be 
at leaft as folicitous for their eternal welfare, as for their 
emancipation from civil bondage. 

A plan, however, fo complicated, and embracing ob- 
jects fo various, will neceflarily be attended with confi- 
derable expente. Here, therefore, ‘* ye who are rich 
in this world,” is an opportunity ‘of honouring the 
Lord, with your fubftance. To what better, to what 
nobler purpofe can your wealth be appropriated, than in 
advancing the interefts of the Chriftian religion, which, 
at once, promotes the dignity of man, and fecures his 
prefent and future happinefs? A cup of cold water given 
from love to Chrift, fhall in no wife lofe its reward. 

But what fhall we fay to fuch as are vefted with the 
facred office of the miniftry? On them the execution of 
the defign will principally depend. Vain, in a great 
meafure, muft be the prayers of the pious; vain the con- 
tributions of the liberal, without correfpondent exertions 
on their part. Worldly eafe, worldly honours muft be 
refi gned, when the interefts of their mafter, and the fal- 
vation of fouls are at ftake. Self muft be difclaimed, 

and Chrift preferred. The native doctrines of the crofs 
mutt be the grand theme, and the glory of the Saviour 
the great end of their preaching. Do the apoftles of in- 
fidelity, eagerly embrace and induftrioufly circulate, 
whatever fubferves the advancement of their caufe; and 
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fhall the profeffed ‘fervants of the crofs difcover lefs ar- 
dor and firmnefs? The Redeemer is now bringing them 
to the teft; he is making trial of their faith, whether 
it be bold, their love genuine, their zeal difinterefted. 
On the minifters of Chrift the eyes of all, both godly 
and profane, are fixed—though with defigns very differ- 
ent. The latter, to triumph in their defects, to glory 
in their fhame; the former, to be edified by their felf- 
denial in the difcharge of duty, their fubmiffion under 
fufferings, their perfeverance amidft difcouragements, 
their patience under reproach, and their firmne{s amidft 
danger and oppofition. 

Dignified in itfelf, worthy of emulation was the con- 
duct of the apoftles and their primitive fucceffors. 
They gloried in the crofs. Théy took pleafure in re- 
proaches, in infirmities, in perfecutions, for the name 
of Chrift. The majefty of tribunals fhook not their re- 
folution; the terrors of death chilled not their ardor. 
The grace of Jefus is no Jefs free and all-fufficient for all 
his faithful fervants at prefent. By the Blood of the 
Lamb, and the word of their teftimony, they alfo may 
overcome. : 

We readily coincide with our fifter-fociety of New- 
York, inadopting “ the doctrines of grace,”’ as the bafis 
of our affociation. Thefe, however mortifying to the 
pride and wifdom of the world, have ever been “ the 
power of God, to the falvation of them that believe.” 

May the God of grace {mile upon us, and make his 


_ pleafure to profper in our hands. Through the inftru- 


mentality of this, and other aflociations, founded on 
fimilar principles, may he caufe the wildernets of Ame- 
rica to bloffom as the rofe—May thoufands be made 
willing in the day of his power—And may the whole 
earth be filled with his glory. Amenand Amen. 
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Extraéi of a Letter from the Rev. Dr. Green, of Phila- 
delphia, to a Direétor of the London Miffionary Society. 


[ From the Evangelical Magazine, for April, 1799.] 


Philadelphia, Fuly 31, 1798. 


HE Evangelical Magazine is a very entertaining, 

and, I think, ufeful publication :—I hope you 

will be fo sood as tocontinue to fend it tome ; and Iam 

truly forry I cannot make you the fuitable return, by 

tran{mitting more numbers of the work which was be- 

gun under a fimilar title in this country ; but at prefent 
that work. ist a ftand. 

The Séfinons before the Miffionary Society, and the 
Sermon and Charge at the defignation of the Miffiona- 
ries, have given me pleature in the perufal; and to this 
pleafure it is a confiderable addition, that I am able to 
fend. you a fermon (by Mr. Mafon), on'a fimular occa- 
fion, from this fide of the Atlantic; and, as far as J am 
capable of yudging, not inferior in excellence to any I 
have feen on the fubject. The Conftitution of the 
New-York Miffionary Society I alio-mclofe. In this ~ 
city we are juft about organizing on® on much the fame 
plan; fo that you perceive that your Societies have done 
good by the influence of their example, as well as by the 
direct exertions:to fpread the gofpel which they have 
originated. By your zeal we have undoubtedly been 
ftirred up, and, I hope, that the f{pirit which has gone 
forth wil! extend far and wide. 


December 5, 1798. 

ALAS! who can tell whether the work he has begun 
fhall ever be completed! I had written as above, when 
that awful fcourge of our devoted city—the yellow fe- 
ver—again made its appearance among us, and abforbed 
all other confiderations in a folicitude which it produced 
for the prefervation of life. I*went with my family to 
the country, @iad tiiere remained till the firft day of the 
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laft month. During the prevalence of the peftilence here 
* in 1797, I was.defirous to try the effect of a zealous de- 
claration of the truths of the gofpel, in circumftances 
which made every individual feel the uncertainty of life. 
Laccordingly kept my church opem through the whole 
of it; and being favoured with uncommonly comfort- 
able views of divine truth myfelf, which feemed to raife 
me above the fear of death or difeafe, I perfifted, in op- 
pofition to the entreaties of my friends, to preach-three 
tunes a week, during the whole time the difeafe pre- 
vailed in the city. But I faw no permanent, or, at leaft, 
no remarkable fruits of my labour. Om the contrary, it 
appeared evident, that though the people were fome- 
what affected under the difcourfes I delivered, yet their 
feelings were tranfient, and left no abiding impreffions 
on their hearts. So true, in experience, 1s it, that nothing 
but the Spirit of God will ever difpofe the human mind 
to turn from: fin to holinefs. The people indeed to’ 
whom | preached were a medley of all denominations 
and defcriptions ; for three-fourths of my own: charge had 
fled from the city; and as there was no Englifh church 
open except my own, and one of the Weftlean Metho- 
difts, they flocked to me frony all quarters. This year 
I determined to leave the city.alfo; and after. continu- 
ing to preach, till out of five hundred families, of which 
my congregation is compofed, not more than fifty in- 
dividuals remained. I went to Princeton with my’ fa- 
mily, and there continued till the beginning of Novem- 
ber laft. In1793, both Mrs. Green and myfelf had'an 
attack of this dreadful difeafe; but fince that time none 
of my family (bleffed be God) has been vifited with it. 
Philadelphia; and indeed all our maritime cities and 
towns, are threatened with ruin from this fearful ma- 
lady. Ina range of fea-coaft of more than 400 miles 
to the north-eaft of this place, not one fea-port has this 
year wholly efcaped, at leaft not one town of confiderable 
importance. While the Sovereign of the univerfe is 
chaftifing other countries by the defolatune fword, he 
feems to have determined to {courge us by the devour- 
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ing peftilence ; and it is the moft gloomy part of the 
tale that we grow no better, but rather worfe, while we 
fuffer the rebukes of heaven. What will be the iffue, 
God only knows. It is a confolation to think that he 
reigns, arid to be affured that all things work together 
for : good to them that love him. : 

The bufinefs of Miffions with us has received fome 
interruption from the peftilence. At New-York, how- 
ever, they are prepared to fend two Miffionaries to the 
Chickefaw nation of Indians, on our fouth-weft frontier. 
i have, at the requeft of the Society, juft been with the 
Secretary of State, Mr. Pickering, on this bufinefs. He 
is difpoted to give it all the encouragement and affift- 
ance in his power; and has furnifhed the information, 
and has promifed to furnifh the other accommodations 
which the Society requeft ; and I believe it will not be 
ong before the Miffionaries I have mentioned enter on 
their work. 

In my mind, your Miffionary Society, and the fpirit 
of evangelical piety which has lately been awakened in 
‘Britain, excite a much greater confidence, that the 
French will not conquer your ifland, than all your fleets 
and armies, though they were twice. as great and well ap- 
pointed as they are. I am rejoiced to hear that appear- 
ances are fo favourable tothe fuccefs of the miffions which 
you have fent to'the South Sea Iflands. May the Lord 
of the harveft grant, that you may feean abundant har- 
veft of fouls gathered to the Redcat inthe midft of 
-*thefe “long defolations.” 

With fincereft wifhes and earneft prayer for your ufe- 
fulnefs and comfort, 
I am; 
Dear Sir, 
Your friend and fellow fervant in the gofpel of Chrift, 


ASHBEL GREEN. 
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Letter from the Rev. Mr. Blatchford, a Cle gyman of 
Conneticut, to his Friend in England. 


[From the CuristiaNn MAGazine, for August, 1799-] 


Stratford, Fairfield County, Conneticut, Yan. 35 1799: 


DEAR Sir, 


TESTERDAY. { was favoured with the receipt of 
} your letter of Auguft 17, 1 98, and this morn- 
ing wish the packet, to which it refers. My heart has 
gone with my pious friends in England, in every ftep 
they have taken to-render fuccefsful a plan fo fublime 
and glorious, as that of communicating the light of the 
glorious gofpel of Jefus to the uttermoft ends of the 
earth. They were undoubtedly under a divine affatus 
when they undertook it, and the hand of God has been 
defcribed as plainly in this, as in any of his gracious dif- 
penfations to rankiand 
By the Revs Mr. —e-, lately from , and who is 
now fettled, at leaft for. the oreleRt, af a parith within’ 
fix miles of this place, we were favoured with a copy of 
a letter, written by Captain Wilfon, giving an account 
of the arrival of the Miffionaries at the refpective places 
of their deftination. It was a pleafing account indeed, 
as it relieved us from a thoufand anxieties, and appeared 
to be a dire&t anfwer to thofe many prayers with which 
the people of God have prefled the throne of divine grace. 
We thall now wait in humble confiderice to learn what 
thefe benighted, but now highly honoured Heathen 
will think of Chrift; how, fuprémeély rich will they be; 
when carrying in their hearts the pearl of great price! 
and hew tranfported when .made experimentally -ac- 
_ quainted with She lovelinefs of our precious Redeemer, 
~ every trait of whofe chara¢ter is irrefiftible and attractive, 
effectually exhibited by the Holy Spirit! 


“The brightest, sweetest, fairest One, 
“ That Hs es have seen, -or angels known.’ 


Vou. I. No. D 
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Perhaps you will be pleafed by the following account, 
handed to me a few days fince. ~ritten by my friend 
Dr. Trumbull. ft will ferve* ©: © that the Lord has 
not withdrawn his prefence { ais country, and that 
we have to rejoice in the profpect of a bleffed revival of 
religion amongft us. “ Let us rejoice that our graci- 
ous God is vifiting many parts of our Zion with his fal- 
vation.”” Inthe churches at Milford, a glorious work 
has been goins on for about a year; about ninety per- 
fons have been adinitted to fall communion, and num- 
Bers who were churchmen before, are fuppofed to have 
experienced the new birth; the towns full of love, joy, 
and praife; the ferioufnefs is {pread into Weft-Haven, 
and there are the fame glorious appearances of the go- 
ings of God in his fanétuary. There are feveral other 
places in Connecticut, in which there is more feriouf- 
nefs than ufual. In Williamfburgh, Gofhen, Plainfield,. 
Lemington, Afhfield, and Rutland, are the fame happy 
appearances, and more than two hundred perfons are 
fuppofed to have received regeneration in thefe feveral 
places, and have publicly given up their names to God ; 
alfo at Mfansfield, in both parifhes at Hampton and 
Alford; in feveral of thele places, fifty, and in others, 
thirty, have been added to the church. In Hawley, 
Worthington, Chefterfield, “and Granville, there are 
_ happy beginnings of the fame work ; thofe towns are in: 
the county of Hampfhire, in Maffachufetts. I have 
had information, by letters, that at Stoneham, and its 
Vicinity, there are the fame appearances of the Divine 
power and goodnefs. At Hardwich, the work is be- 
ginning. At feveral places in Vermont, I have been 
tnformed, that there is the fame glorious work. It ap- 
pears to be genuine, and free from all enthufiafm and 
diforder. O how fhould we rejoice in the falvation of 
God, that new fubjects are born, and new honours 
given to our glorious Immanuel! O that we loved Chrift 
more, were more emptied of felf, and filled with the 
Spirit; that we might preach better, live better, rejoice 
more in God, in his univerfal dominion and govern- 
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«sent, and in all the increafe and profperity of Zion !”’— 
‘Thus far Dr. Trumbull. | 6 

The General Affociation of Conneéticut, at their Sef- 
fion in Hebron, the third Tuefday in June laft, formed 
themfelves into a Miffionary Society, for the purpofe of 
fending preachers to their brethren in the new fettle- 
ments; and alfo, if fufficient funds can be procured, of 
fending Miffionaries to the Indian tribes within the h- 
mits of the United States. The following gentlemen 
were appointed a Board of Truftees, to manage the con- 
cerns of the Society, viz. The Hon. John Treadwell, 
Lieut. Governor, the Hon..Roger Newbury, the Hon. 
Heman Swift, the Hon. Jonathan Brace, John Daven- 
port, jun. Efg. Dr. Jofhua Lathorp, the Rev. Benja- 
min Trumbull, D. D. Jonathan Edwards, D. D. Levi 
Hart, Nathan Strong, Charles Backus, and Cyprian 
Strong. Andrew Kingfbury, Efq. was chofer Trea- 
furer, and John Porter, Auditor of Accounts. The 
Truftees, according to their appointment, met at Hart- 
ford, on the firft Wednefday of September laft, and 
elected the Hon. John Treadwell their Chairman; and 
Abel Flint, Secretary. For the procurement of necef- 
fary funds, the General Affociation propofed, that fub- 
icription papers fhould be circulated anaong the people 
ofthe State ; and alfo, that there fhould be public con- 
tributions ia the churches, if their defign fhould meet 
the patronage of the Legiflature. Application, confe- 
quently, being made to the General Affembly of Con-. 
necticut, at their Seffion holden at New-Haven, on the 
fecond Thurfday of October, 1798, the following aé& 
was obtained: ‘¢ An act for the fupport of Miffionaries 
to preach the gofpel in the northern and the weftern 
parts of the United States, and among the Indian tribes.” 

“< Refolved by this Affembly, that there may be 
. contributions in the feveral religious focieties and con- 
prcoations in thisState,on the firft Sabbath in the month 
of May annually, for the term of three years; and the 
tminifters or clerks of fuch focieties and congregations, 
fhall receive and pay over fuch contributions to the 
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Treafurer of the Miffionary Society of this State ; and 
the monies fo paid over fhall be lepiedpcidaéa by the 
Truftees of faid Miffionary Society, for the fupport of 
fuch Miffionaries as they fhall, from time to time, em- 
ploy in preaching the gofpel in thofe fettlemerts in the 
northern and wettern parts of the United States, where 
the ordinances of the gofpel‘ are not eftablifhed, and 
among the Indian tribes; and fhall annually exhibit to 
this Affembly, and to faid Miffionary ‘Society, an ac- 
count of the receipt and expenditures of fuch contri- 
butions; and his Excellency the Governor is requefted 
annually to iffue his proclamation accordingly. A truc 
copy of record, examined by Samuel Wyllis, Secretary.” 
I remain, ‘dear Sir, with fentiments of efteem, 


Your fincere friend and fervant, 
. S. BLATCHFORD. 











Miffion from. the General Affociate Synod of Scotland, to 
the State of Kentucky, in North-America. 


N Thurfday the 1 5th of June, 1797, the Rev. Mr. 
Robert Armftrong was ordained to the office of 
the holy miniftry, at Midholm, by the Affociate Pref- 
bytery of Kelfo, preparatory to his fetting out on a 
mifon to Kentucky, in North-America. .The Rev. 
Mr. Arnot, of Midholm, preached and prefided on the 
occafion. Mr. Arnot chofe for his text Luke xix. 13. 
“‘ He called his ten fervants, and delivered unto them 
** ten pounds, and faid unto them, occupy till I come.’ 
Mr. Armftrong having fatisfied the Prefbytery refpect- 
ing his foundnefs in the faith, by anfwering the quef- 
tions of the formula, was fet apart by prayer, and the 
laying on of the hands of the Prefbytery. An exhorta- 
tion, fuited to the occafion, was then given to Mir._ 
Armftrong, by the Moderator. In the afternoon, the » 
Rev. Dr. "Young preached from Mark xvi. 15. ** G6 
*¢ ye unto all the world, and preach the sotpel unto 
‘s every creature.” Although the day was unfavour- 


able, a large audience attended. 
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On Wednefday, June 28th, at Craigend, near Perth, 
the Rev. Mr. Andrew Fulton, the other Miffionary to 
Kentucky, was fet apart to the minifterial office, by 
the Affociate Prefbytery of Perth. The Rev. Mr. 
Alexander Pringle, of Perth, who prefided on the occa- 
fion, preached from Mark XVI. 15, 20. ** Go ye unto 
‘s all the world, and preach the gofpel unto every ciea- 
‘© ture.—And they went forth, and preached every 
‘where, the Lord working with them, and confirming 
«the word with figns following. Amen.” The fame | 
order being obferved as in the former inftance, Mr. Ful- 
ton was fet apart to the office of the miniftry, by prayer, . 
and the laying on of the hands of the Prefbytery. Mr. 
Pringle delivered an addrefs fuited to the defign of the 
mifion. ‘The Rev. Mr. Alexander Allan, of Cupar- 
Angus, preached in the afternoon, from Aéts xxviii. 28. 
«¢ Be it known therefore unto you, that the falvation of 
‘< God is fent unto the Gentiles, and that they will 
‘¢ hear it.”” Seventeen minifters were prefent. The af- 
{embly was fo large, that the meeting-houfe could not 
contain the fourth part of their number. The whole 
work was gone about in the open air, with the moft be- 
coming decency and reverence. 

On Thurfday the 8th of Auguft, the Rev. Mefits. 
Fulton and Armftrong, Miffionaries from the General 
Affociate Synod to the State of Kentucky, in North- 
America, failed from Leith for New-York, with a fair- 
wind, on board the Edinburgh Packet, of New-York. 
Mr. Alexander Pringle, a young man of a very refpect- 
able character, has gone out along with them. He has 
attended three winters at the univerfity of Edinburgh, 
and defigns profecuting his theological ftudies, either 
under the: 1mmediate infpectton of the Prefbytery of 
Kentucky, or under the Rev. Mr. Anderfon, near 
Pittfburgh, who is appointed by the Prefbytery of Penn- 
fylvania, to train up ftudents for the office of the mi- 
_niftry.. In the mean-time he wil! be employed in teach- 
ing, as Opportunities are afforded. 
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Extra of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Andrew Fulton, 
. Kentucky, tothe Rev. Mr. Alexander Pringle, Perth. — 


Canerun, Jan. 9, 1799. 
Very dear Sir, 


OU will have heard, I doubt not, long before you 

’ receive this, of our arrival in America, and, per- 
haps, in Kentucky. The cordial frieridfhip you mani- 
fefted after we became acquainted, the active part you 
took in the miffion, and the zeal you have otherwife dif- 
covered for {preading the gofpel, make it evident, that 
the news of this will afford you gladmefs of heart, and 
occafion thankfgiving to the oredt Head of the church. 
Such a long journey over both fea and land, by various 
_ Means of conveyance, you may eafily conceive, would 
fubject us to*many inconveniences, ang te fome few 
harden s. But God, by his kind providence, protected 
us "td the dangers to which we were expofed, carried 
us through difficulties, and, at length, brought us in— 
fafety to the place of our deftination. 

We arrived at New-York upon the 13th of October, 
Although we thought our paflage tedious, we met with 
nothing diftreffing. There were fome pretty fevere gales 
of wind, but for an thing we know the failors did not 
apprehend any danger. The people of New-York, in 
connection with us, fhewed every mark of kindnefs and 
attention tous. There we had the pleafure to fee Mr. 
Marfhall, who had been attending the meeting of Pref- 
bytery fome weeks before, and had not returned to 
Philadelphia on account of the yellow fever. In com- 

any with him we left the city on the 26th, and arrived 
at Philadelphia the next day. By that time the dif- 
temper had greatly abated, and the people were return- 
ing. The city is extenSvis regular, and beautiful; but 
it appeared then to wear a melancholy gloom, The 
people were few. to appearance, dejected, and fomewhat 
fhy to one another. We hear the difeafe this feafon has 
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been much worfe, and has extended to New-York and 
other places on the eaftern fhore. God is punifhing the 
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity. In Europe 
the {word is devouring, and a f{pecies of peftilence feems 
annually to return to America, and towafte fome of their 
moft flourifhing cities; but the wicked are not repent- 
ing of their evil deeds, nor returning to the Lord. 

We were detained in Philadelphia eight or ten days 
before our. books came from New-York. After they ar- 
rived, we agreed with a waggoner to take our books to 
the river Ohio. We went back the country in company 
with your two nephews by the way of Lancafter and Car- 
lifle, atid came to Pittfburgh on the 19th of Novem- 
ber. About half way from Philadelphia to Pittfburgh, 
we travelled-in the ftage coach, and afterwards partly on 
foot. We fhould have bought horfes at Philadelphia. 
One waggon, with five horfes, carried all our baggage. 
The waggon was about three weeks in coming to. Pictf- 
burgh after we were there; and by the timeyt came, on 
account of the froft, # was not reckoned fafeto ga down 
the river. We therefore refolved to wai till {pring. 
The ffoft is much more fevere in that country than in 
Scotland; but laft winter, at leaft, it was not conftant. 
Some time about the new year there camea frefh, which 
raifed the rivers, and carried off the ice. Several boats 
that were waiting at Pittfburgh and other places went 
away. Had we got a boat convenient, .I believe we 
all would have attempted to go. . Your friends became 
impatient, and went away in one of the boats. And 
they only went about an hundred miles down till they 
were ftopped with ice. In company with others, they 
went down through the wildernefs, and fo by that means 
were at Kentucky fome weeks before us. The week 
after we went to Pittfburgh, moft of our minifters in 
the back woods came to fee us, for it was then thought 
we would have gone away immediately. 

Mr. Armftrong and I preached in various places of 
the country round Pittfburgh, and fometimes in the 
town, As it was winter, the meetings were not large in. 
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« 2 ) : 3 
that country. A great many of the inhabitants here 


come from Ireland. They feem to be an induftrious 
people, and many of.them religious. Pittfburgh ftands 
upon a neck of land between the Allegany and Monon- 
gahela rivers, each of which feems to be as large as the 
Tay. Clofe below the town thefe rivers join, and then 


it is called the Ohio. . The fituation is beautiful; the 


town is {mall, but faft increafing. A gréat many tra- 
vellers go that way, and often have to ftop for weeks, 
which makes it expenfive “for ftrangers to be long in 
Pittfburgh. Many of the inhabitants are in a public 
line of life, and care little about religion. We got ac- 
quainted, however, with fome who were very defirous 
of the gofpel, but were much difcouraged, owing to the 
{mallnefs of their number. We left Pittfburgh, I think, 
upon the 21ft of February, and came to Limeftone on 
the firfl of March. The weather when we were upon 
the river was cold and wet, the boat much crowded, 
and-not well fitted off ; therefore our paflage down the 
Ohio was not accompanied with all thofe agreeable fen- 
fatioris which, in other circumftances, might have been 


_ expected. ‘We-floated at the rate of between three and 
four miles an hour, and after fome time went night amt 


day. About an hundred miles down; the country o 

each fide is partly inhabited, but after that, till we came 
to Limettone, which is about other 400 mile we. faw 
very few houfes. We put our baggage into a'warehoule 
at Linieftone, and’ came to Canerun about the middle 
of March. The diftance is about feventy miles. Our 
friends received us very kindly, and fent a waggon for 


our books. 


Before we left the back part of Pennfylvania, we were 
told that there were few religious people in that country ; . 
that it was not neceflary for us to go down, or if we 
went down, it would be prudent to leave our articles at 
Pittfburgh, till we faw the country and the people. 
Sucli was the account which fome minifters brought up: 
but we both went, and a¢tually found that only a {mall 
number of people openly profefled an attachment to reli- 
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ion. For feveral months we were.a little difcouraged at 
the profpect. In this place indeed a confiderable number 
of people attended fermon; but till of late it did not 
feem probable that a congregation could have been 
formed here, that would have been able to fupport the 
gofpel. When we caine to this State, there was a Mr. 
Proudfoot, and.a Mr. Steel, both young men, belonging 
to the Union Synod. It is common in this-country for 
one minifter to have two, three, or even four places of 
worfhip under his charge, and to preach at each alter- 
nately. Eight of thefe congregations, as they are called, 
belonging to that body, were not very diftant from one 
another, and fome were adjoining to this place. Four 
of thefe gave a call to Mr. Proudfoot, and the other 
four to Mr. Steel. Mr. Proudfoot, fome time after we 
came down, returned to Pennfylvania, and accepted a 
call that had been given him before he came down. It 
was about the beginning of October befpre the people 
heard that he wastoreturn.  Thefe eight congregations 
met together by commuiuffioners, with Mr. Steel amon 
them. He endeavoured to perfuade them to give nail 
to a Mr. Young, in Virginia, who had been formerly 
here, and was very popular, and-was.about to.leave his 
people; but two of the congregations would not confent, 
and have applied to us for jermon. We have fince 
preached feveral times at thofe places, and converfed 
with fome of the people. One of thefe places is diftant 
from us fourteen miles, the other nine. It is propofed 
that one of us fhould have the charge of thefe two places, 
together with this. . 

At Drennon’s creek, where your brother lives, the 
congregation is {mall ; fome of the country near it is not 
yet fettled. There are fome Baptifts and Methodifts 
in that neighbourhood, and many make no profeffion 
of religion, The people there, however, are preparing 
to build a meeting-houie. We have preached fometimes 
at Shellyville, about fourteen miles from your brother’s, 
but there is little profpeét of forming a congregation in 


that place. It isthe county town. <A good many peo- 
Vou. I. No. 2. E, dis 
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ple live in and near it. They are deftitute of the gof- 
el, and what is ftill worfe, they feem to have little re- 
forit. About three months:ago we were invited to 
preach at Beargrafs, near the falls of the Ohio. There 
the pro{pect for the prefent is much better. A-confi- 
derable number of the inhabitants feem willing to hear 
and fupport the gofpel. tis propofed the other of us 
fhould have the charge at Drennon’s creek and Bear-— 
grafs. Thefe are diftant better than twenty miles, which 
makes it inconvenient. 

When we were in Philadelphia, Mr. Marfhall fhowed 
us petitions from two different places in Teneflee flate, 
to their Prefbytery, and defired us, if poffible, to give 
them fome affiftance, for they could afford them none; 
and he wrote them to apply to us. Accordingly, about 
the beginning of May, a man came from Cumberland 
fettlement, with a petition for one of us to go there for 
fome fhort time. ‘It was agreed betwixt us that I fhould 
eo for a few weeks. J went there about ‘the middle of 
June, and ftaid there feven Sabbaths. I preached three 
Sabbaths at Nafhville, the chief town in that place, and 
in various other parts of the country. In that town,and 


- Indeed in almoft all the new formed towns in this wefterts 


colony, there are few religious people. The tnhabitants 
chiefly confift of lawyers, tavern and ftore-keepers, and 
many of thefe are infidels. There are a number of re- 
ligious people in the country around Nafhville. A cer- 
tain William Turnbull, a Scotiman, who (if I recol- 
le& right) was once a member of Mr. Arnot’s congre- 
gation, is a very worthy man, and has been remarkably 
ufeful in diffufing religious knowledge: There I bap- 
tized 16 children and two women. On the north fide of 
Cumberland river, the country is fettled to a confider- 
able extent. Two Prefbyterian minifters are in it, 

about fifty_mules diftant from each other. On the fouth 
fide of the river, where I chiefly was, the fettlement is 
not fo extenfive of any kind. ‘The people with whom 
I got acquainted earneftly defire a minifter of the gof- 
pel; and they thiak they are well able to fupport one. 
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Some time after I returned, the other people in Tennelf- 
ee, who live near Knoxville, fent a man for the fame 
purpofe: he, waited about ten days, and Mr. Arm- 
{trong went along with him. Our connections there are 
a great deal more numerous. Mr. Armftrong ordained 
five elders, and baptized a good many children. They 
were wifhing the facrament difpenfed to them, but that | 
could not be overtaken. About fifty families attached 
to the Seceffion teftunony live in a body. 

The Prefbytery met, for the firlt time, upon the 28th of 
November. We could not conveniently meet in that 
capacity fooner. * We had elders to ordain, both in this 
place and in Drennon’s creek. ach of us had been 
away a confiderable time; and we thought it beft not 
to conftitute the Prefbytery till there was an appearance 
of us beth continuing in this State. Various petitions 
for fermon were prefented to the Prefbytery, befides one 
from each of the places in Tennedffee, for further fupply. 
They alfo want us to affift them to procure a fixed mi- 
_niftry. © The Prefbytery agreed to write to the brethren 

in the back parts of Peanfylvania, that, if poffible, they 
would fend one minifter or preacher, even although it 
were only for a fhort time, to our affiftance ; but in pre- 
fent circumftances we do not expect much relief from 
that quarter. It was farther agreed upon, to write to 
jome of the minifters in Scotland, in order that they 
may reprefent our fituation before the Synod, entreat- 
ing them that they would fend one minifter, at leaft, to 
this weftern part of the world, to take part of the minif- 
try with us, ard affift in declaring the light of divine 
truth in this extenfive country. “I think, from every ap- 
pearance, that before a minifter can reach this from Scot- 
land, there will be work for feveral. Befides the two 
places in Tenneffee, that in fome manner are formed 
congregations already, it is more than probable that we 
will not be able to an{wer all the applications that may 
be made in this country. Some few people applied to 
us for fermon, who formerly were connected with our 
body in Pennfylvania, but who now live on the othe: 
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fide of the Ohio river. There alfo are extenfive fettle- 
ments, but none of us could get to fee them. 

Mr, Armiftrong has written a ietter to Mefirs. Cul- 
bertfon and M‘Crie about this matter, and 1 engaged 
to write to you. The people.in Tennefice are very de- 
firous to have minifters from Scotland. We told them 
that it would be neceflary to raife money. for bringing 
them over, and that it could not be expected that the 
Synod would always'be willing todo that. William 
Tursbull, and feveral others to whom I {poke on that 
head, allowed that it was very juft, were they to get a 
minifter from Scotland, that they fhould bear his ex- 
penfes; but, in their prefent circumftances, it was 
more than they could do. He fard that the members 
of this fociety would be willing to contribute liberally 
for that purpofe; but, being few in number, any fum 
that they could raife would not be nearly adequate; 
and though it could not be expeted that others who 
did not intereft themfelves would give much to bring a 
minifter they never faw, and knew little, if any thing, 
about the fociety from whom ke was fent, he thought 
if a minifter was there, it would not be difficult to 
raife a fum for defraying what expenfes he might lay 
out incoming. The people near Knoxville are able to 
do more; and I think Mr. Armftrong faid he was tak- 
ing meafures for that purpofe. Left the matter fhould 
be unneceflarily delayed, Mr. Armiftrong and I have 
agreed to requeft the Synod, by you, that they would, 
at leaft, fend one minifter to our affiftance ; and we en- 
gage to remit the Synod, as foon as we can, the fum of 
fixty pounds fterling, or even tie whole the Synod may 
lay out, if it can be raifed. We allow that the people 
here fhould affift the others who either may not at firft 
be fo able or fo willing. . 

Dear Sir, the fituation of Tenneffee people gives me 
a confiderable degree of concern. How diftreffing is it 
for a number of religious people tobe almoft entirely def- 
titute of a difpenfation of the gofpel! David, when he 
was in the wildernefs, thirfted and longed to fee the 
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power and glory of God in the fanctuary. The difpen- 
{ations of the children of God in every age are alike; yet 
one filent Sabbath comes after another, and ftill the glad 
tidings are not heard. How can they profper, and be 
in {piritual health, when there is noneto break the bread 
of life among them? How muft it grieve them, to fee a 
thoughtlefs and giddy generatron around them, going on 
in a courfe of wickednefs without any check? In all 
Tenneffee State, from. any thing that I have jearned, 
where thoufands refide, there 1s fcarcely any who preach 
the gofpel in its purity. For years they have petitioned 
the Affociate Prefbytery, without obtaining any fupply. 
Many of them, it is hoped; are looking up and crying 
to God for affiftance; and under Him, they are now 
turning their eyes towards us, and éntreating our atd. 
Each of thefe places is diftant from us better than 
two hundred miles, and nearly as far from one another : 
it is very feldom we can vifit them, and can’ {tay only a 
fhort time when we go. The minifters of out connec- 
tion in the northern States can afford little, if any affift- 
ance, either to them or #o us. Where then fhould we 
look but to our native country, to our dear fathers and 
brethern in the minif{try, who evidenced fo much una- 
nimity and forwardnefs in fending us, that they would 
fhow the fame unanimity and zeal in fending others to 
places equally deftitute of the means of grace. “It cer- 
tainly is an obje€t worthy of the ferious confideration of 
the Reverend Synod, to have the gofpel in its»purity 
planted in this extenfive country, where fociety is mak- 
ing fuch rapid progrefs. | | 

Dear Sir, we have great confidence in you, that you 
will exert yourfelf in our behalf; that you will exercife 
your prudence, and ufe your influence in this matter. 
There ts a good deal of caution neceflary in fixing on a 
proper object to fend to this country. You can con- 
verfe and correfpond with other minifters about this bu- 
finefs. I hope this letter will reach you previous to the 
meeting-of Synod in May. We hope you will early find 
one preacher, or two, if the Synod think proper, whofe 
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hearts God*hath touched, and who will not be backward 
to leave theirfriends, their acquaintance, and their native 
country, and come to a foreign land to preach the un- 
fearchable riches of Chrifl to perifhing finners, who will 
be actuated, not by mercenary motives when they take 
fuch an important ftep ; not as to acquire worldly kes 
and to enjoy honours, or carnal eafe and pleafure ; ‘but 
{timulated by a principle of love to the great Head of the 
Church, filled with an holy defire of being inftrumental 
in promoting the Redeemer’s fpiritual kingdom in the 
world, and the-beft interefts of men, who are willing to 
labour and travel, and endure hardfhips as good fol- 
diers of Jefus Chrift. It would be vain for any perfon, 
efpecially any minifter coming to this country, to think 
that he would meet with no difficulties. But who in 
this world are without difficulties ? Is it not encourag- 
ing that they have a call in providence to come? that 
the work; though difficult, 1s honourable? May they 
not rely upon the promife of God, “ Wherever I re- 
cord my name, there will I come to thee, and I will 
blefs thee?” Is it not fome advantage to know, that in, 
that part of the country where they are likely to refide, 
there are a number of religious people ready to receive 
them with unfeigned joy? That part of Tenneffee State 
where I was is excellent. The land, in many places at 
lea{t, is equal to this, and, in fome tefpects, even pre- 
ferable. The country, in general, feems to be better 
watered than this. and fome articles, fuch as indigo, 
cotton, &c. are in greater perfection. The weather, in 


fumimer, is much warmer than in Scotland; but I fup- 


pofe there is very little difference in this refpeet between 
Tenneffec State and this. I was in Cumberland in the 
month of July, and felt no great inconvenience from it. 
One cannot fit or ftand for any length of time under the 
rays of the fun; buta perfon may fit in a houfe or ride 
in the woods with heat té, All things confidered, had 
we not been appointed to come to this State, were it not 
that the expectation of our friends here would have been 
utterly difconcerted, and the fociety in danger of being 
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broken up, I would have preferred ag, in Cumber- 

land to this country. It is fomewhat difcouraging tn- — 
deed that a minifter fettled here would be fo far from 
us. But one can eafily ride it in five days and a half, 
which is not much thought of here. We could meet 
at times in Prefbytery, and even affift one another on 
facramental occafions: We forbear to pornt out any in- 
dividual, for there may be various arrangements fince 
we left Scotland. Some who were then preachers may 
now be ordained minifters.. We leave the choofing, as — 
well as the fending of thofe who may come to our af- 
fiftance, wholly tothe Synod. I fuppofe the beft way 
for any to come to Tenneffee State is by Pittfburgh, and 
the beft time to come to any part of this country is in 
the months of November, December, or early in the 
{pring. Books of all kinds in this back country are dear; 
but thofe from Britain that are reprinted in New-York 
and Philadelphia, are generally cheaper than at home, 
becaufe, for the moft part, they are printed upon a lefs 
extenfive fcale; but commentaries and books of that 
fort, which one may need, ought to be brought from 
Scotland. } 

_ Very dear Sir, there are many other,things I would 
wifh to mention, but the letter is already too long: I 
therefore muft conclude. We have both had our health 
well fince we came to America. Mr. Armftrong was 
for a fhort time indifpofed at Pittfburgh, and I was dif- 
trefled -with tooth-ache after we came into this State. 
For the fame length of time I have had my health as 
well in this country as in Scotland. ‘This ought to be 
a{cribed to. the kindnefs of God, who gives us thefe 
things richly to enjoy. I fee no reafon as yet to repent 
of coming to America. The cuftoms of the people 
feemed a little ftrange at firft, but now they are famili- 
arizing. - I feel myfelf as eafy in company as when I was 
at home.” My friends and former acquaintances are in 
Scotland; but I have got acquainted with a good many 
here, and have a confiderable degree of intimacy with 
fome. In fhort, I begin to be interefted for the public 
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profperity of this, as if it were my native country, ae 
{carce ever feel an inclination to return. But fo long 
I ain inthis vale of tears, I fhall never forget dear cn. 
Jandy the place of my birth and of my youthful days. 
I hail always rejoice in her profperity, and be deeply 
grieved if at any time the cup of adverfity be put into 
her hand; and I hope I fhall never ceafe to pray, that, 
as in former times, Britain may continue to the lateft 
ages, to be one of thole ifles that wait for God’s law. 
J remain, 
Your affectionate-and much obliged 
Fellow labourer in the gofpel, 


ANDREW FULTON, 








It is prefumed that moft of the readers of this work, are ac- 
guainted with the charaéter of the late Rev. Dr. Joun 
B. Smiru, Paffor of the third Prefbyterian Church in 
the ctty of A generic ah Hts eminent talents, fervent pie- 
ty, di ifinguifhed zeal, and faithful and Juccefsful labours, 

* in the fervice of the blefed Redeemer, have endeared his 

memory to all the friends of virtue and religion, among 
hom he was known.— He was among the firft victims 
of the peftilential fever which defolated Philadelphia 
loft year. Ihe following extracts from a Sermon, de- 
livered on occafion of hs death, by the Rev. SAMUEL 
Bratir, D. ‘will, no doubt, be acceptable to the 
reader.—We wish the limits of the work permitted us to 
infert the whole of Dr. Buair’s valuable difcourfe. 





NDER this view, as well as from due refpect to 

that character, I prefume on your psdilaoe. 

while I farther dilate on it with references and applica- 
tion vet more particular. We are naturally diipofed, 
though with gratification as mournful as pleafing, to re- 
flect and dwell on the mezits of our departed friends ; 
and fo*prone is our nature to indifcriminate reflection 
of this kind, that evenenvy hath fometimes been known 
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to {peak well of the dead. I am aware, however, that 
encomiums of this kind are by fome regarded as merely 
fictitious, or, at leaft, as reprefentations far excegding 
the life. Doubtlefs, many inftances of notorious par- 
tiality have given occafion for this unfavourable fenti- 
ment. gop 

But, in the prefent inftance, I furely may {peak with 
freedom; for 1 {peak before thofe who have had the © 
beft advantages for knowing the man. And who, in- 
deed, that hath heard of the deceafe of the Rev. Dr. 
John Smith, knoweth not, * that a great man hath 
fallen in Ifrael.”’ 

He was eminent in point of chriftian principle and 
chriftian converfation and conduct. He was eminent 
in point of natural intelleétual abilities. He-.was emi- 
nent in point of knowledge both human and divine. 
And with all thefe endowments, he was eminently gua- 
lified for the facred office which he fuftained, affid the 
feveral departments in which he had been called to 
ferve. | . 

He was a fervant, whom our common Mafter and 
Lord had thought fit toentruftwith many talents,sand 
to the ufeful occupation of thofe talents he was divinely 
called in very early life. Born of parents diftinguifhed 
by their piety and parental virtues, it pleafed God, not 
long after he had emerged from childhood, to co-operate 
in a very effectual manner with their inftructions and 
example, and to imbue his heart with a very {pecial 
and abiding fenfe of religion and eternal concerns. By 
this means, he was happily guarded from thofe vicious 
fources, which too frequently prevent the improvement 
of youth, and fometimes entail on them an ufelefs, if 
“not a worfe than ufelefs life. Of courfe, he grew up, at 
once, in f{tature, in knowledge, and in heavenly grace. 
_ The rudiments of literature he acquired under the 
immediate infpection and tuition of his father; a father, 
whofe piety and public affection did not fail to avail 
themfelves of the hopeful inclinations of the youth, and to 
direct and prompt him to fuch ufe of his agquirements, 
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as fhould be moft conducive to the interefts of huma- 
nity, and the honour of his great Redeemer. His pro- 
grefs, accordingly, not only at this period, but through- 
out the whole courfe of his academical ftudies, was alike 
expeditious and promifing. And it is worthy of obfer- 
vation, that partly from-a natural firmnefs of mind, and 
partly from a clear and deep conviction of duty, he was 
feldom or ever known, though of a difpofition remark- 
ably cheerful, and prone to focial enjoyment, to be 
drawn into any form of frivolity or diffipation, incom- 
patible with the ftricteft chriftian integrity. With him, 
it was an eftablifhed maxim,- frequently expreffed, and 
uniformly aéted upon, as well in earlier, as more ad- 
vanced life, that in a moral and religious fenfe, there 
were but two characters on earth; either lovers of God, 
ot lovers of the world. Of the former of thefe, it was 
his habitual aim to exhibit a temper and deportment, 
botheintedly and obvioufly expreffive. Yet fuch was 
the enlightened candour of his heart, that he always dif- 
approved of that blind rigidity and rafhnefs, which would 
pronounce indifcriminately againft the uprightnefs of 
2 thofe who, in inftances, either indifferent, or in them- 
felves innocent, or to him dubious, conducted in a man- 
ner different from that which more ftrictly accorded with 
his own conceptions of chriitian propriety. 
From thefe promifing appearances it may well be 
_ fuppofed, that his trials for the miniftry, and admiffion 
to the facred office, were accompanied with rather un- 
ufual approbation and hopes. How far he juftified thofe 
hopes and that approbation, you of this fociety well 
know; and thofe, indeed, of every department of the 
church in which he officiated.. Of the many talents he 
poffefied, -he fuffered none, whofe ufe might contribute 
to the great end of his miniftry, to remain unoccupied ; 
and well it is known, that he ufed them witha zeal.and 
addrefs even fingularly ardent, pointed, and forcible. 
By this means, he was admirably fitted, and feemed 
to be defigned for fingular ufefulnefs: and with fingular 
ufefulnefs his glorious Lord was pleafed to honour him. 












Charaéter of the late Dr. Fohn B. Smith. 13% 


gn the earlier flage of his miniftry, in the State of Vir- 
ginia, he was a principal inftrument m promoting an 
unufual religious attention. And of this extraordinary 
concurrence of Heaven with his labours, many are the 
precious fruits which remain to this day. 

How far, in like manner, he fucceeded in this de- 
partment of the chriftian Vineyard, it might be thought 
fuperfluous to add. Thus far, however, we cannot help 
obferving, that his official inftructions, both public and 
private, were fought after, and attended to by people both 
of this and other focieties; and that too with very great | 
avidity and eventual profit : ‘That bis merits as a preacher 
and paftor endeared him to every individual: That his 
fervices were highly beneficial in quickening and efta- 
blifhing many ferious chriftians, and in promoting many. 
others to a folicitous attention to the things which be- 
long to their eternal péace; and, in fine, in rendering 
this congregation one of the moft refpectable and flou- 
rifhing in this populous city. | 

His attainments in fcience, and various branches of 
learning, recommended him to the fuperintendency of 
a very important feminary forthe inftraétion of youth, 
in the State aforementioned. His celebrity, likewife, in 
thefe procured him thofe fuffrages, in confequence of 
which, under a conviction of duty, and with the confent 
of his Brethren, he refigned his former eftablifhment in 
this church, and aflumed the prefidency of a college in 
the State of New-York. In thefe departments, whilft 
his connection with them continued, he acquitted him- 
felf with great approbation, and very obfervable fuccefs. 
The ftudies of theology, however, and the various at- 
tentions more immediately attached to his facred office, 
moft warmly interefted his heart, and were his predomi- 
nant delight. For thefe, even during his academical 
engagements, he would improve, as far as he confitt- 
ently could, every opportunity which Providence ap- 
peared to offerhim. And, though the energies, parti- 
cularly of his public addrefles, were often injurious to 
his bodily frame, yet no perfuafion could prevail upon 
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him to fpare himfelf. It was his joy and his glory to 
** {pend and be {pent”’ in his Mafter’s caufe. 

Bleffed with a memory uncommonly retentive, and 
aided by a fuperior relifh for fpiritual information, the 
language of the facred oracles was at all times familiar 
to him. This was manifeft by his great ability and apt- 
nefs in “ dividing the word of truth.” In confequence, 
how unexpectedly foever, he might be called to dinette 
that word, he could * bring out of his treafure things 
both new and old.’’ How clearly and fully was he wont 
to explain his fubjeé&t! With what irrefittible argument 
would he confirm the truth! With what admirable dex- 
terity would he accommodate it to the ftate and charac- 
ters of his audience! With what perfuafion would he 
move the heart! With what luminous force would he 
arreft and {trike the confcience! He {poke like one who 
knew the worth of fouls.. He {poke as a meflenger from 
God to perifhing immortals, He {poke as impelled by 
the powers of the world to come. 

In his vifitations of the people of his charge, which he 
confidered as a very important branch of the paftoral fer- 
vice, his converfation was,at omce, familiar, interefting, 
edifying, and perfuafive; and, at the fame time, with 
fuch pious and happy addrefs accommodated to their fe- 
veral characters, ages, habits, and improvements, as 
promifed, with the bleffing of heaven, the moft defira- 
ble eventual fruit. But more efpecially did this felicity 
appear on thofe occafions when he was prompted by fen- 
timents of more fenfible fympathetic affection in the 
houfes of mourning, or in the chambers of ficknefs and 
approaching mortality, 

And here, it is with equal pleafure and confidence I 
add, that his fedulity and zeal, in his various official at- 
tentions, was not ** as the cloud or the dew of the morn- 
ing, which foon paffeth away.”’ Inftead of diminifhing, 
it very apparently increafed with the progrefs of time and 
circumftance. ‘This was moft remarkably obvious dur- 
ing the period of: his latter miniftrations in this fociety, 
As the fun, in its afcenfion, augmenteth its luftre untiJ 
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it hath reached its meridian point, fo the courfe of this 
fervant of God-“ fhone brighter and brighter” to its 
deftined abforption “ in the perfect day.” 

He was con{fcientioufly punctual in attendance on the 
feveral ecclefiaftical judicatures with which he was’con- 
nected. To his conduct in thefe, the Prefbyterian 
Church of the United States is much indebted. His 
wifdom, moderation, and clearne{s of conception, added 
to a happy facility and pertinence in {peech, a force in 
reafoning, and a well known and approved zeal for 
truth and duty, contributed to render his counfels al- 
ways weighty, and, forthe moft part, decifive. 

But not in his public life only was he diftinguifhed as 

a good and faithful fervant. In private life, though lefs 
to obfervation expofed, he was not the lefs faithful and 
good. Here his manners and conduct were not the re- 
fult of conftitutional good temper alone, nor of prefcrip- 
tions founded alone on the maxims of experience or na- 
tural reafon. They were, likewife, the fruits of bene- 
volence ; of benevolence enlightened, exalted, and pu- 
tified by the grace of the gofpel. A view to the fervice 
of his Lord: was uniformly and indifcriminately. con- 
nected with every private a focial duty. 

His afpeét was intelligent and rather prepoffeffing. 
His deportment was eafy and ferious; yet agreeably ani- 
mated. His temper was calm and accommodating; 
yet, as his principles, enlightened and fteady. His con- 
verfation was, at once, inftructive and entertaining. 
With his friends, indeed, he was often facetious and 
fometimes witty ; yet never, in his moft unreftrained 
indulgencies, would he violate the claims of chriftian de- 
corum and prudence. 

In his difpofition, he was generous and liberal; com- 
pafiionate to the fick and afflicted ; and, as his ability 
admitted, he was always the poor man’s friend! In the 
tenor of his conduct, indeed, he manifefted a noble in- 
difference towards earthly things. ' 

As to his moral and religious principles of whatever 
clafs, he was not only well informed, but his fentiments 
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and conduct relating to, or founded upon them, were 
highly and judicioufly cultured ; and, as occafion required, 
always advantageoufly expreffed. In thefe he was firm, 
but not blindly ngid; ftricly confiftent, yet candid, 
and ever open to rational convictions. 

Asa friend, he was warm, fincere, and ftedfaft ; equally 
remote from oftentatious profeffion, and from precari- 
ous humour. His approbation was not eafily gained; 
nor, when gained, was it eafily loft. 

As a hufband, he was affectionate and kind. Asa 
father, he was prudently indulgent and tender. In this 
latter relation, while he qonciliated affection, and allured 
the filial freedom, he, at the fame time, commanded a 
becoming veneration. 

Who, ; in fhort, that knew him, anuid not be ready 
to fay, Happy the family over which he prefided! ' 
Happy the man who was favoured with his friendfhip | 
And more happy the people whofe heavenly interefts 
were his peculiar care! He was « public bleffing to the 
church. He was an honour to the people of his paftoral 
charge. He was an ornament to the chriftian and mi- 
nifterial profeffion. As the great apoftle of the Gentiles, 
he “* magnified his office.” He fpoke as he believed — 
he practifed as he fpoke. He lived the good and faith- 
ful cxviat. He fed in the Lord. And his works have 
followed him. | 








Account of the late Iinefs and Death of Mrs. Legare, of 
Charlefton, South-Carolina. 


[From the Evangelica# Magazine for March, 1799.] 


RS. Lecare was the daughter of a merchant 

in Charlefton, South- Carolina, who emigrated 

trom Ireland: She was educated in all the gaieties and 
amufements the place afforded, and particularly fond of 
dancing. At an early period, however, fhe formed an at- 
tachment to young Mr. Legare, of thefame place, who 
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had been very religioufly educated; and after furmount- 
ing confiderable obftacles on both fides, they were mar- 
ried in 1753. Mrs. Legare now cheerfully gave up her 
diverfions, and conformed to the religious orders of Mr. 
Legare’s family, applying herfelf, at the fame time, affi- 
duoufly to domeftic duties, but without evidencing a 
change of heart, till it pleafed God to convert her by the 
miniftry of Mr. Whitfield, a few years after marniage. 
Subfequent to this, however, fhe fuffered great {piritual 
diftrefs and fevere buffetings from the enemy, until it 
pleafed God to fet her foul at liberty under the word, 
and give her the evidences of adoption. 

During the feventeen years previous to her death, fhe 
was vifited with a variety of trials and afflictions, parti- 
cularly in a painful feparation from Mr. Legare, during 
the fiege of Charlefton, in the American war. Thus 
grief and trouble undermined her conftitution, and gra- 
dually prepared the way for her approaching diffolution ; 
which firft began to be ferioufly apprehended in Sep- 
tember, 1797, although fhe furvived until the 5th of 
February, 1798. 

For the firft three months after the alarming increafe 
of her diforder, fhe complained much of fpiritual dead- 
nefs and coldnefs; but, by a conftant attention to her 
Bible, and the throne of grace, fhe maintained an un- 
fhaken confidence in the promifes. She would, how- 
ever, frequently fay, ““ O that my Redeemer would 
fhine upon me!’ A few weeks before her difeafe, fhe told 
Mr. Legare that fhe, was fure her diffolution was draw- 
ing on faft, and that fhe had given up every worldly 
concern. He took that oppgrtunity to inquire, what 
was the ftate of her mind; fhe replied, “« I have not the 
fenfible prefence of my Redeemer; but I have a truft 
in his blood, and a hold on his promifes which I can ne- 
ver let go, and which makes me feel as firm as a rock. 
Long fince I dedicated myfelf to him, and I know that 
he will never leave nor forfake me. No! after my Re- 
deemer has guided and fupported me to this day, can I 
fear that he will leave me at laft? It would be an un- 
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erateful fin to doubt. I truft, that when the trying’ 
moment comes, he wil grant me his prefence, fupport 
and carry me through.” All this was fpoken with the 
greateft ferenity and compofure, but with a brilliancy 
in her eyes never to be forgotten. From this time, till 
a week before her death, “fhe continued in ‘the fame 
calm and comfortable frame. During this period fhe 
was frequently afked, if fhe was willing to die, and al- 
ways anfwered, “ Yes; it is far better for me to de- 
part.” Being afked, if fhe did not feel a reluctance on 
account of her children, fhe faid, ** No.’’ Her hufband 
inquired how fhe could be fo willing to part with him; 
fhe replied, “* I once thought that this feparation would 
break my heart; but I can now fubmit to it very cheer- 
fully, becaufe I have a better portion; the Lord is my 
apt befides, we fhall foon meet again.”’ She fre- 


quently faid, “* I fear that I am too ‘impatient to be 


gone; the Lord’s time is the beft, and I hope he will 
enable me to wait patiently.”” One morning Mr. Legare 
obferved that fhe appeared to be remarkably cheerful, 
and {aid to her, “* IT hope, my dear, the profpect bright- 
chs.” Yess" faid the, “* my Redeemer fries | ’ That 
cay the called her children round her, and, after fome 
{uitable directions and counfels, fhe faid, “‘ I thank God 
that he has given me the defire of my heart; it was al- 
ways my prayer to him, that he would {pare me to fee 
you all brought up, and then take me to himfelf before 
he removed your father from me; take care of him, and 
live in love. Blefled be his holy name; he has given 
me ground to hope for the falvation of you all: but, O 
fee to it, that when I meet you at the bar of Chnift, I 
may be able to fay, Lord, here am I, and the children 
thou haft given me.’ She was then dying, but to the 

aftonifhment of all, fhe lived that day and night out ; 
and the next morning, being Sabbath, fhe faid, * It is 

iweet to worfhip God in his church.” An elderly lady 
fitting by, replied, ** Yes, my dear, but you will wor- 
fhip him in heaven to-day.” ‘ O yes,” {aid the, and 
foon after calling her daughter to fing the xviith Pfalm 
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«« Lord, Iam thine, &c.” with eyes and hands lifted to 
heaven, fhe feemed to anticipate the bleffednefs of the 


heaven therein defcribed; and when they finifhed, fhe - 


cried out, ‘* O glorious hour! O bleft abode! I fhall 
be near, and like my God. [fear that I am too im- 
patient to be gone; but I defire to wait God’s time.” 
In the afternoon of this her laft Sabbath, fhe faid, « E 
hoped to have feer my Redeemer to-day, but I find I 
mutt trouble my friends one night more.’”’ Inthe even-: 
ing fhe faid, “* I feel fleepy—Ill try; and, with as 
much compofure as if fhe had been in perfect health, 
fhe flept the whole night, (though fhe was then cold in 
her extremities) and awoke in the morning, praifin 
God for giving fo comfortable a night’s reft. Soon E 
ter this, her eldeft fon went to’ her, and fhe faid, “* O 
my fon, I fuffer a great deal.” _ He replied, “ Not fo 
much, my dear mother, as your Redeemer did for you.” 
“« True, true,” faid fhe, “‘ I defire to fubmit.”’ Death 
was now making rapid ftrides—her laft words were— 
“°O, where 1s my reft? I Jong, I long ” and took 
her flight thither. 

A little before her diflolution, her phyfictan.came, and 
found the family with full hearts and wet eyes. Mr. 
Legare faid to him, ‘“* Well, Doctor, what do you think 
of the fcene in the next room ?”’—*“ Indeed, Sir,” faid he, 
‘ T know not what to think of it; it is all a myftery to 
me. Ihave feen numbers of men, in all the vigour of 
health, and thirfting for martial honour, rufh into a 
field of battle, and in that confufed {cene, put on the 
ippearance of fortitude, not one of which could face the 
eradual approaches of death on a fick-bed, but with vi- 
fible horror: but-here is a poor emaciated woman, whofe 
whole nervous fyftem is unftrung by long difeafe, wel- 
coming the grim meffenger with the utmoft ferenity and 
compofure, and even with joy, though approaching in 





all the horrors of the moft gradual progrefs imaginable ;’”. 


(for fhe was three days in the agonies of death). * In- 
deed it is all myftery, and I know not how to account 


for it.” “Do younot, Sir,” faid Mr. Legare, go te - 
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Calvary! You, indeed, fee us, Sir, diffolved in tears; 
but I do not believe that there is a tear in this room ex- 
torted by grief. No, Sir, they are tears of joy.” 

The Doctor went down ftairs, and met a gentleman 
at the door, who inquired how Mrs. Legare was. He 
faid, ‘© Juft gone, Sir.” “ Well,” faid he; “Mr. Legare 
isa philofopher, and I hope that he will bear the ftroke 
like one.’’—** Philoiophy! (replied the Doétor) I have 
thought as much of philofophy as any man; but the 
{cene within beats philofophy hollow.” py 








Extracét of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Aaron Wool- 
worth, of Bridgehampton, Long-Ifland, dated Fanuary 


~ 18, 1800. 
Dear Sir, 


OR about fix weeks, or two months, there has ap- 
peared among my people, a very remarkable feri- 
oufnefs. It began laft fummer, and appeared gradually, 
though flowly “Increafing till five or fix weeks ago, when 
it feemed, all at once, to become general. Since that 
time the public mind has been ahmoft univerfally 1 im- 
preffed with the things of religion. Our meetings in the 
houfe of God have been attended almoft every day for 
three weeks, and have been very full. There are many 
inftances of deep and pungent conviction, and not a few 
have hopefully been brought out of darkuele into mar- 
vellous light. We are dai ily feeing or hearing of the 
operations of divine grace which fill us err hab tse and 
furprize. I have not time to add, but will, in future, 
with the leave of providence, give you a more particu- 
lar account of this wonderful alteration of things among 
us. 








The Black Prince: Being an Account of the Life and 
Death of Naimbanna, an African King’s Son, who ar- 
rived in England, in the Year 1791, and fet Sail on 
his Return in Fune, 1793. 


N Africa, the country where the negroes live, and 
from which flaves are taken, there was a king who 
was not a Chriftian, but who was a better man (to their 
fhame be it {poken) than many who call themfelves 
Chriftians. Though he could neither read nor write, he 
had good fenfe enough to grieve for the mifery and ig- 
norance of his poor countrymen, and he was defirous of 
doing them good if he but knew how. ‘ 

At length a number of Englifh gentlemen, who had 
at heart the fame thing, for med themfelves into a com- 
pany for the purpofe of putting a ftop to the trade ir 
flaves,and {preading in Africa the bleffings of the gofpel. 

Their plan was to form a fettlement 1n the river Si- 
erra Leone, where the above-mentioned king lived, and 
they accordingly fent over an agent to talk with the 
king, and to procure his confent. 

The good old king was very S lad when he heard of 
their intentions ; he “eafily faw that fuch a fettlement 
would produce great benefit to his country; he there- 
fore became the ftaunch friend of the company; and 
alfo of the fettlemént, which was foon after formed, and 
he continued fo to the day of his death. 

The king had thought, before this time, that there 
were none but bad people in England; for, to ufe his 
own words, he had never before feen any ‘Englifhmen who 
were not bad people; but he now found, that though 
thie were many wicked people in England, there were 
many good people alfo. Being informed that what made 
the people in England good was the chriftian religion, 
he refolved to fend thither his fon, about 23 years of 
age, who was put under the care of the Sierra Leone 
Company’ s agent, and by him brought to England, the 
Company readily undertaking the charge of his educa- 
tion. 
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Naimbanna (for fo he was called) arrived in Eng- 
land, ina veffel called the Lapwing, in the year 1 791, 
and proper perfons were chofen to inftruét him in read- 
ing, writing, and other parts of education ; but before 
we proceed to give an account of the progrefs he made 
during his ftay in this country, it may be proper to make 
the reader acquainted with his character at the time of 
his landing, His perfon was not handfome, but his 
manners were extremely pleafing, and his difpofition 
kind and affectionate: at the fame time, his feelings 
were quick and jealous, and he was yery violent in his 
temper, as well as proud and difdainful. Though he 
Jaboured under great difadvantages from the want of 
early education, yet he fhewed figns of a good under- 
{tanding, and he appeared to be very fharp-fighted in 
finding out people’s real character. 

He-had not been long in England before a thirft of 
knowledge was found to be a leading feature in his cha- 
racter. His teachers have faid that he would often 
urge them to prolong the time employed in reading, 
and that he was always thankful to any one who would 
afift him in learning any thing that was ufeful. He 
was never led into company where the time was wafled 
in idle talk without being forry, and when left to him- 
felf, he would employ not lefs than eight or ten hours 
of the day in reading. 

As it was the main object of the gentlemen to whofe 
care he had been entrufted, to give him right views of 
Chriftianity, pains were taken to convince him, that 
the Bible was the word of God, and he received it as 
fuch with great reverence and fimplicity: ‘* When I 
found,” faid he, ‘‘ all good men minding the Bible, 
and calling it the word of God, and all bad men difre- 
garding it, I was then fure that the Bible muft be what 
good men called it, the word of God.’ But not con- 
tent with the report of others, he read the Bible for 
himfelf. He would fometimes complain of being fa- 
tigued with other ftudies; but even when he was moft 
fatigued, if afked to read alittle in the fcriptures, he al- 
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ways expreffed his readinefs by fome emotion of joy: 
He ufed to fay, that he was fure of meeting with fome- 
thing in the Bible which fuited every cafe, and fhewed 
him what was right and what was wrong; and that he 
likewife found in it good examples to encourage Inm to 
do what was right, and bad examples to deter him from 
doing what was wrong. In fhort, he was not one of 
thofe who read the Bible, and think little or nothing 
about what they read, but he confidered it as the rule 
of his life; and if at any time his behaviour was amifs, 
and a text of {cripture was mentioned, which proved it 
to be fo, he would immediately fubmit to its authority. 
Nor was his regard for the Bible merely of an outward 
kind; it plainly affected his heart. He had tried, when 
in Africa, (to ufe his own words) to make himfelf as 
proud as he could, and he thought it great to revenge 
himfelf on any one who had done him an injury ; but 
from the Bible he acquired fuch humble views of him- 
felf, that he was led to fee his need of Chrift as his Sa- 
viour, and the neceflity of relying on him as the ground 
of acceptance with God. Humility was a quality which 
he found it hard to attain; but before his departure 
from England, not only his pride, but alfo his revenge- 
ful {pirit had become hateful to him. The progrefs he 
had made in fubduing his paffions, during his fhort ftay 
1 this country, confidering the natural violence of his 
temper, was confiderable. He always exprefied for- 
row when he had been hafty or paffionate in his conduct ; 
as he-became more acquainted with Chriftian principles, 
he acquired more courtefy and delicacy of manners, 
fome degree of which was indeed natural to him, and 
the fuperftitious belief in witchcraft, to which Africans 
are fo prone, gradually left him. 

He paid great refpect to the teachers of Chriftianity, 
whom he wifhed much to invite over to his country; 
took great delight in the exerciles of devotion, and 
would talk on religious fubjects with much opennefs 
and fimplicity, and without any mixture of enthufiafm. 
Love and gratitude to God, who had delivered him 
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from the ftate of darknefs in which, in common with 
millions of his countrymen, he had been till lately 
plunged, were f{trongly impreffed on his mind, and had 
a {trong and abiding effect on the whole of his condué, 

His tendernets. of con{cience was very ftriking, and 
it feemed to have become his defire, on all occations, to 
know what line of condué was mott agreeable to the 
word of God: when he could determine that point, he 
would not hefitate about refolving to purfue it. 

The reader will have a better view of the character 
of this black Prince from the following ftories of bc 
the truth of which is well eftablifhed. 

His father had feen fo much drunkennefs among the 
Englifh flave traders on the coaft of Africa, that he con- 
cluded drunkennefs was very common in England, and 
in order to prevent his fon’s falling into that abominable 
practice, he laid a command on him, (ftating at the 
fame time the ground of his fears) that when he came 
to England, he fhould not be prevailed upon to drink 
{pirits of any kind, nor to drink more than a glafs or 
two of wine at a meal. 

When young Naimbanna found how ftrongly obe- 
dience to parents is enjoined in the Bible, he regarded 
this command of his father as facred, nor was ie ever 
known to violate it. 

Soon after he came to London, he was taken to {ee 
St. Paul’s, the grandeur of which it was thought would 
aftonifh him ; but to the furprize of the gentleman who 
went with . him, in getting to the upper part of the 
building, terror feemed to : healion up every other feel- 
ing; he made the utmoft hafte to defcend, nor did he 
{top till he found himifelf fafely landed in ‘the church- 
yard, when, in pres earneft manner, he thanked God 
for having fpared him. When afked the reafon of his 
{trange conduét, he jaid, that on looking down from 
the top of St. Paul’s, he was fo {truck with the near- 
nets os death and judgment, that heloft fight of every 
other object; that he never felt before how much he 
deferved punifhment at the hards of God, and that he 
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only thought of efcaping, left fuch a fignal punifhment 
as that of falling from the top of St. Paul’s fhould. over- 
take him. 

He was prefent once in the Houfe of Commons dur- 
ing a debate on the flave trade. He there heard a 
gentleman, who {poke in favour of the trade, fay fome 

things very degrading to the character of his country- 
men. He was {fo enraged at this, that on coming out 
of the Houfe, he cried out with great vehemence, * I 
will kill that fellow wherever I meet him, for he has told 
lies of my country:” he was put in mind of the Chrif- 
tian duty of forgiving his enemies; on which he an- 
{wered nearly in the following words :—* If a man 
fhould rob me of my money, | can forgive hint; if a 
man fhould fhoot at me, I can forgive him; if a man 
fhould fell me and all my family toa flave thip, fo that 
we fhould pafs all the reft of our lives in flavery in the 
Weft-Indies, I can forgive him; but, (added he with 
much emotion) if a man takes away the character of the 
people of my country, I never can forgive him.” Being 
afked why he would not extend his forgivenefs to one 
who took away the character of the people of his coun- 
try, he anfwered,—* If a man fhouid try to kill me, or 
fhould fell my family for flaves, he would do an injury 
to as manyas he might kill or fell, but if any one takes 
away the character of black people, that man injures 
black people all over the world; and when he has once 
taken away their character, there is nothing which he 
may not do to black, people ever after. That man, for 
inftance, will beat black men, and fay, ‘ O, it is only a 
black man, why fhould I not beat him?’ That man 
will make flaves of black people; for when he has taken 
away their character, he will fay, ‘ O they are only 
black people, why fhould not I make them flaves.’ 
That man will take away all the people of Africa, if he 
can catch them, andif you afk him, but why do you 
take away all thefe people, he will fay, ‘O, they are 
only black people, they are not like white people, why 
fhould J not take them?’ That is the reafon why I can- 
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not foroeive the man who takes away the character of the 
people of my country.” 

He was then told that it would be very wicked to 
kill this gentlenzan, or even not to forgive him, feeing 
the feriptures faid, ‘* Forgive your enemies,”—** Ven- 
geance is mine, I will repay, faith the Lord.” This im- 
mediately quieted his rage, and he became as calm as a 
lamb, nor was ufed afterwards to exprets the leaft anger 
apaintt the gentleman who had {fo much offended: him, 

At another time, when he {aw a man beat his horfe 
about the head, and otherwife ufe it ill, he became very 

anety, and talked of getting a gun to fhoot the man, 
for he was fure he deferved it, and alfo of carrying a gun 
always about him to fhoot fuch bad people. As foon, 
however, as a paflage of icripture which’ condemned 
{uch violence was mentioned to him, his anger ceafed, 
and he became forry for it. 

The delicacy of his mind appears from the following 
circumftance: while reading a book to a lady, which 
had been recommended to him as a good book, he met 
with a word, f{uppofed by him to convey an impurevidea, 
on which he inftant! y ftopt, and fhut the book without 
affigning any caufe. The lady foon after quitted the 
room, when his difpleafure, which her prefence had 
kept him from exprefling, broke forth; he dafhed the 
book, with a degree of fury which aftonifhed the gentle- 
man who was prefent, againft the wall of the room, de- 
claring, that the man who wrote the book, ought to be 
punifhed for deceiving people, and putting bad thoughts 
into their heads; and as for the book itfelf, that he 
fhould burn it wherev er he might happen to meet with 
it. He was foon convinced of the pcarsey of his 
warmth, but he continued to regard the book, and its 
author, as highly blameable. 

He was fo concerned for the credit of his country, 
and fo fearful of the confequence of drawing contempt 
upon it, that, except with particular perfons, he was 
avertfe from giving very minute accounts of the {tate of 
African manners, ‘arts, cultivation, or fociety. Qn the 
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fame account, he ftudiowfly avoided ftrong marks ‘of 
wonder at any thing he faw in England, left an infer- 
ence fhould be drawn from it to the difadvantage of 
Africa. When he chofe, however, to be unreferved in 
talking about his country, he was never known to vio- 
late truth in the accounts he gave. 

Among the difficulties which his new view of things 
laid upon him, one refpected his wives. He had two 
while in Africa, but he clearly faw the New Teftament 
allowed only one; his difficulty was, to know which of 
ther it was right for him to keep: He thought, at firft, 
it would be right to keep her whem he had firft married ; 
but then he confidered that fhe had borne him no child, 
and that the fecond (who was befides the wife of his af- 
fections) had brought him a fon; this laft circumftance 
feemed to have decided the queftion in favour of the fe- 
cond; he declared limtelf. ready, however, to make a 
facrifice of his feelings, fhould it appear mght to keep 
the firft in preference. 

In about a year and a half after his arrival in England, 
he coukd read fluently, (though, at firft, he knew little 
of the Englifh tongue) and could write a letter. He 
had alfo made himtelf acquainted with common arith- 
metic, and the firft elements of mathematics, and had, 
befides, imbibed much general knowledge. | 

While he thus went on improving, the news of his 
father’s death reached England, and called him fud- 
denly to Sierra Leone. He felt much anxiety wheh he 
was on the eve of returning, from the variety of new 
duties, which the deplorable ftate of his country feemed 
to lay upon him. He was very defirous that his future 
conduct might not difcredit his new religion; and it ap- 
peared to thofe with whom he converfed, that there was 
no perfonal facrifice which he was not ready to make tor 
the fake of Chriftianity. To have the honour of becom- 
ing himfelfa teacher of it, feemed to be the fummit ‘of 
his wifhes. | 

In the month of June, 1793, he embarked on boatd 


of one of the Sierra Leone Company’s veflels, called, from 
You. I. No. 2. | | 
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him, the Naimbanna, after having taken am affectiorrs 
ate leave of all his friends in England. | 
During the paflage, his mind ‘was almoft conftantly 

employed in pondering over thofe difficulties which he 
thought he fhould have to combat on his return to Af-— 
rica, and in devifing the means of overcoming them. 
Numberlefs were the plans which he formed for the pur- 
pofe of fpreading the light of the gofpel among his rude 
countrymen; though he feemed at the fame time to 
fuffer much uneafineis, from a fear of difappointment, 
which became ftronger as he approached his native 
fhores. He had left England in perfect health, but on 
reaching a warmer climate, he was much affected by 
the heat, and caught a violent cold, which began with 
pains in his throat and head, and ended in a fever, which 
the continual working of his mind had probably contri- 
buted much to produce. He was frequently light- 
headed, and his intervals of fenfe were fhort and few, 
but they afforded to thofe around him ftriking proofs of 
‘a humble truft in the mercies of God through Chrift, 
and of a perfect refignation to his will. During one of 
thofe intervals, he called to his bed-fide a fellow-paf- 
fenger, and obferving to him, that he began to think 
he fhould be called hence, before he had an opportu- 
nity of telling his mother and friends what mercies God 
had fhewn him, and what obligations he lay under to 
the Sierra Leone Company, he begged of the gentleman 
to write his will, the fubftance of which was, that his 
brother fhould take charge of his property, till his fon, 
then a child, came of age; and, in the mean time, 
fhould reimburfe the Sierra Leone Company for the 
fums advanced by them on his account. 3 
. To this he fubjoined a ftrong requeft that his brother 

fhould, as far as in him lay, oppofe the flave trade, and 

for the fatisfaction of his friends, he added, ‘** That no- 
I thing may be imputed to the Sierra Leone Company by 
f any evil-minded men, whofe intereft may oppofe that 
of the worthy Company, I here declare, in the prefence 
of that God, in whom I place my truft, that during my 
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ftay in England, I always enjoyed very good health, 
and received the greateft civilities from all thofe under 
whofe care I was, and at my leaving England I was in 
perfect health.” , 

When “the veffel got to Sierra Leone, he had 
become infenfible to every thing.that paffed around 
lim, except for very fhort intervals. He was taken 
athore to the Governor’s houfe at Freetown, where his 
mother, with a brother and fifter of his, and fome other 
of his relations, to whom notice of his dangerous ftate 
had been fent, foon after appeared. The diftraéted 
looks of his mother, and the wildnefs of his fifter’s grief, 
on feeing him, affected every one ; but when at length 
they perceived that he breathed no more, their fhrieks 
and cries were diftreffing beyond meafure. He died 
about twelve hours after coming»on fhore. 

Thus ended the days of this amiable and enlightened 
African, from whofe labours extenfive good might have 
been expected. But before we proceed to make a few 
reflections on his ftory, it will be well to notice two me- 
morandums which were found in his pocket-book after 
his death, and which ferve to confirm what has been al- 
ready faid of the tendernefs of his confcience, and the 
purity of his manners. 

This firft was written in confequence of his falling 
into {ome company where profane and obicene conver- 
fation had pafled, and was as follows : 

‘¢ J fhall take care of this company, which I now fall 
into, for they {ware a good deal, and talked all manner 
of wichodeat and filthy. All ‘thefe things—can I be 


able to refift that temptation ?—-No, I cannot, but the. 


Lord will deliver me.”’ 

The other was written after he had been fome time 
at fea, and had made fome unavailing remonftrances 
to the Captain on the profanene(s of his crew; and in it, 
he declared, that ‘* if the crews of other veflels fhould. 
be like the crew of the Naimbanna, he fhould never 
think of coming to England, though he had friends 
there as dear to him as the laft words of his father.” 
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May we not conclude, from the above ftory, tha 
God has given to the moft rude and favage people, minds 
capable of knowing, loving, and ferving him? And may 
we not learn hence, to cherifh fentiments of kindnets 
and affection towards all men, whatever be their colour, 
or however low they may ftand in the fcale of human 
beings? Thofe, efpecially, who know how to eftimate 
the bieffings of religion, and who have a regard for the 
everlafting happinefs of their fellow creatures, will be 
encouraged by it, to promote, with zeal, every plan 
which tends to introduce Chriftianity among the favage 
nations of the earth; or to remove the hindrances to its 
introduction. Happy, if through their inftrumentality, 
thofe who.now fit in darknefs, fhould be brought, like 
Naimbanna, to know God and themfelves, and to re- 
joice in hope of his glory. 

Let us alfo learn from this ftory, that God’s wafs are 
not asour ways, Short-fighted as we are, we were ready 
to conclude, that this young man had been fent by 
heaven to bea blefling to Africa, and to fpread the 
Chriftian religion among his own countrymen. But 
God, who fees and knows all things, determined other- 
wife. He fawit right to take Naimbanna from the evil 
to come; thus difappointing our hopes, but, at the 
fame time, teaching us to check the difpofition we are 
too apt to indulge, of prying into the fecrets of heaven, 
and to condutt all our plans and inquiries, under a fenfe 
of our own ignorance, and in a full dependence on the 
over-ruling providence and righteous government of 
God. 

_ May we not alfo draw a leffon from the conduct of 
the old king on this occafion? It was not the wealth, 
the grandeur, the learning, or the arts of England which 
{truck him ‘as defirable, but the religion of England. 
He fent his fon thither,.not to make a fortune, not to 
procure an infight into trade, not to form great con- 
nexions, but to learn the chriftian religion. How many 
parents are.there in this country, when. it is fo eafy to 
attain the means of learning the chriftian religion, who 
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take no pains to make their children acquainted with 
ut? 

But a ftill more inftructive leffon, and one which ap- 
plies more generally, may be drawn from the conduct 
of the black Prince, whofe ftory has juft been told. He 
comes among us rude and ignorant, with no juft ideas 
of religion, and after having ‘been adcuftomed for twen- 
ty-three -years to indulge all his paffions without any 
reftraint. No fooner, however, is chriftianity placed 
before him, than he is {truck with its truth and beauty, 
and embraces it with a child- like fimplicity. As he 
views himfelf in the glafs of fcripture, he perceives its 
account of human nature to be true from his own expe- 
rience. Humbled under a fenfe of his fins and imper- 
fections, trembling under the apprehenfions of the con- 
fequences af them, and fenfible of his inability to help 
himfelf, he gladly Jays hold of the hope fet before him, 
he believes the promifes of God to the penitent, and re- 
lies for falvation on Chrift alone. Nor were thefe new 
views unavailing; on the contrary, they produced 
{triking effects. In confequence of them, with the help 
of God’s grace, he imbibes the fpinit of the Gofpel. 
His prejudices are overcome, his temper is regulated, 
his paffions curbed, his very manners are improved by 
it: in fhort, he Ghmed: to ufe the language of {ctip- 
ture, ‘* to become a new creature.” ‘Tell me, reader, 
haft thou ever experienced in thyfelf this change which 
Naimbanna underwent ? Remember that our Saviour 


has told us, that except we be converted, and become. 
as little children. we fhallin no wife enter the kingdom 


of heaven. Has thy heart been turned to fear and to 
love, and to ferve the Lord thy God? or does thy con- 
{cience witnefs againft thee, that thou art yet a ftranger 
to the peace and joy, as well as the obedience of the 
go{pel t 

Jf living in a chriftian land, and called by a chrif 
tian name, thou art, nev erthelefs, no chriftian, repent, 
without delay, I befeech thee. Receive from this time, 
the gofpel as a little c| hild. Put off that pride which 
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ftands in the way of thy repentance, and of thy falva- 
tion. Be humble and willing to learn like this Prince 
Naimbanna. Read like him, the. facred Scriptures, 
with reverence and with prayer to God for his bleffing, 
Soon thy days, Itke his, fhall be numbered, and if 
thou, who art born in a Chriftian land, fhouldft leave 
the world without having ever truly known the power- 
ful influence of Chriftianity, the very ftory which thou 
haft juft read fhail hereafter rife up in judgment 
againft thee. | | 
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Further Particulars concerning the fecond Voyage of the 
Ship Durr, fent by the London Mifionary Society. 





The Readers of this Magazine will recollect, that our laff 


Number terminated with fome Account of the failing of 
the Duff, on a fecond Voyage to the South Sea. W; 1 
ing to keep up the Chain of Information on this Subjeét, 
we proceed to fate the following Particulars :— 





Grand Buonaparte, at Sea, off Cafe Frio, near Rio Faneira, 
February 26, 1799. 

HE bare mention of the veffel from whence I 
write, will fufficiently evince that the Duff has 
fallen.a prize to a French cruifer; and confequently my 
way, as to the execution of my inftructions, apparently 
quite hedged up. The providence, I confefs, appears 
to me myfterious and dark ; and what the confequences 
may be, Omniicience, as yet, alone knoweth. I with, 
however, to be prevented from taking up that mourn- 


ful exclamation, that the Miffionary Society, in the 


equipment of this miffion, ‘ hath laboured in vain, and 
fpent their ftrength for nought, and in vain;” for, 
affuredly, the very outline of this appointment hath for 
its motto, THE WiLL OF GoD, which no obftacle can 
poffibly obftruct, and for the perfecting whereof, requi- 
fite means will never be wanting. In his own time.and 
way, the Lord, [ truft, will bring light out of darknefs, 
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and order out of confufion, to the praife and glory of his 
own name; and will, through the medium of this fin- 
gular and trying difpenfation, rather advance than mar 
the intereft and profperity of the caufe wherein we are 
engaged. It is.a matter of great confolation, that cafu- 
ality and chance come not into the account of God’s 

dealings with his people; that all the leadings of his 
providence towards them are free from a peradventure ; 
and that all things fhall work together for their good. 

May we all be enabled patiently to wait and fee the fal- 
vation of the Lord! Then we fhall unrefervedly ac- 
knowledge, that our moft deliberate purpofes are only 
vanity and difappointment, {fo far as they are not in per- 
fect contact with Azs decrees. 

This trying circumftance took place about five 
leagues to the wef{tward of Cape Frio, at ten o’clock on 
Tuefday evening the rgth of February, 1799, when 
we were fondly encquraging the hope of being in the 
harbour of Rio Janeiro the enfuing day. The Grand 
Buonaparte is commanded by Monf. Auguft. Carbonal. 
She is private property, fitted out from Bourdeaux, 
with twenty-two nine pounders, and upwards of two 
hundred men; and her fuccefs, in both the northern 
and fouthern hemifpheres, has been very great. 

There is alfo a frigate, named the Republican, on 
this coaft, whofe fame for captures in the North Sea, 
the foregoing year, is the boaft of her country. Our 
excellent bark was immediately, on being taken poffef- 
fion of, difpatched under the command of Monf. Ri- 
viere to Monte Video, a Spanifh port in South Ame- 
rica, fituate on the north fide, and near the entrance of 
the river Plata, where thefe privateers difpofe of all their 
Englifh, American, and Portuguefe prizes. 

None of our company were permitted to remain on 
board the Duff, except the females and their children, 
together with John Greatheed, James Webfter, W il- 
liam Howell, (boys) and Mr. Turner, Surgeon and 
Miflionary, whom Captain Carbonal kindly fuffered to 
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return to his fhip, to attend the wothen, in cafe of any 


andifpofition. 


This humane Frenchman has fhewed us much favout 
in our prefent fituation. None of the Miffionaries weré 
put in any fort of confinement, nor any one who had 
occupied or ate'in the Duff’s cabin ; neither were any 
of the fhip’s company partially confined, till the num: 
ber of prifoners was augmented by the taking of addi« 
tional prizes. As to Mr. Howell and myfelf, we are 
adinitted to the fate of the Captain and firft officers in 
the Buonaparte’s cabin. “The Jaws of France would not 


admit of the Duff being ranfomed for any fum, and 


the laws of England are alfo, at prefent, pointedly againft 
it. 

The anxiety and feelings of my mind cannot poffibly 
be defcribed, but amidft them all it highly becomes 
ine to acknowledge the marvellous loving-kindnefs of - 
the Lord towards us. During our paflage from Eng- 
Jand tothis place, every Miffonary, mariner, woman, 
and child, was endowed with good health; and the 
{hip in her way hither, had not met with any accident, 
either in hull or furniture. _ 

May God yet continue to be very gracious unto us 
all, by ditapeoliting many of our fears, by exceeding 
our expectations, and over-ruling this afflicting difpen- 
fation for his own glory and praife. Defirous of ac- 
quainting you, by the firft conveyance, with our prefent 
condition, I “ik, this to Monte Video, by the prize- 
mafter of the Lifbon packet, which has juft ftruck to 


the Buonaparte. The boat is hurrying to depart. One of 


the married Miffionaries is indulged with a paflage in 
this veffel to join the women. I will embrace every Op- 
portunity of acquainting you with our fituation and prof- 
pects. ] am, Sir, 


Reipectfully yours, 
THOM AS ROBSON. 


Lo Sofeph Hardcaftle, Efg. London. 
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Grand Bucnaparte, at Anchor in Monte Video, 
Wednesday, Marth 13, 1799- 
SIR, | 


Y this I confirm my hurried letter of the 26th ult. 
and directed to Mr. Curling, and the latter, the 
firftt inftant, to Mrs. Robfon. All thefe letters con- 
tained the painful intelligence of the capture of the 
Duff, by the Grand Buonaparte, French privateer, of 
twenty-two nine pounders, and 200 men, about five 
leagues to the weftward of Cape Frio, at ten P. M. on 
Tuefday, the 19th of February, whilft we were fondly 
maintaining the expectation of being in the harbour of 
Rio Janeiro the enfuing morning. , 
Hoping that fome of the above are come to hand, I 
will not herein repeat aJl that was therein noticed; and 
will only mention, that Captain Carbonal, the Com- 
mander of the privateer, continues to fhew us much 
kindnefs. | 
The Buonaparte continued to cruife in the latitude 
of Cape Frio, till Monday the 4th inftant, when fhe left 
that coaft, and failed for the river of Plata, where the 
Duff, and three Portuguefe veffels, (taken in the courfe 
of ten days after her) were fent to be fold. Thefe fhips 
were alfo from different parts, and bound to Rio Ja- 
neira alfo, to which port Captain Carbonal readily per- 
mitted about forty of the prifoners to proceed in a fifh- 
ing boat, on the evening of the firft of March. Some 
of the fingle Miffionaries, and fundry of the fhip’s com- 
pany, wifhed alfo to accompany them thither; but the 
{mallnefs of the boat prevented. This circumftance 
providentially favoured my defire of keeping together 
till we fhould join thofe whom we left on board the 
Duff, to feeif yet any door might be opened for all, or 
any part of the miffion going forward to the places of 
their deftination from Monte Video, or, if not, that 
we in company might leifurely confult upon what fhould 
appear moft confiftent to be done. 
Our paflage from Cape Frio to this, confifted only of 
Vor. I. Ne. 2. I 
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eight days, pleafant weather, as we on the morning of 
the 12th got fafe toanchor. The feelings and anxiety 
of my mind were truly great previous to our arrival, not 
knowing how we, under God, might be all difpofed of. 
fear and hope, diftruft and confidence, had their alter- 
nate reign. Captain Carbonal, however, always pre- 
fented the brighteft fide of our circumftances, by faying, 
that he doubted not of being enabled to obtain liberty 
for us all from the Governor of this port, under certain 
limitations and reftrictions. But a change having re- 
cently taken place in the Viceroy of Buenos Ayres, the 
capital of this country, ‘orders had been received by the 
Governor from the new vice king, not to fuffer any 
Englith prifoners, for the prefent, to be landed. Our 
women, children, Mr. Turner, and the boys, all con{e- 
quently remained on board the Duff; and we had the 
happinefs of immediately learning, that they continued 
all well, and that they had been mott humanely and 
kindly treated. by M. Riviere, the prize-mafter. Some 
of the children were brought on board the igre Ne, 
fhortly after her coming to anchor, to fee their father 
and all the married Miffionaries were fent by Pactain 
Carbonal on board, the next morning, to refide. The 
Duff’s former fteward alio was requefted to accompany 
them, with inftructions from Captain Carbonal.to pro- 
vide for their table of the beft the country would af- 
ford. Surely it highly becomes us (with David) to fing 
of mercy in the midft of trouble. 3 
As yet I have not been permitted to go on board of 

the Duff; neither have ] been on fhore. As to what way 
infinite wif{dom may fee meet to ve of us, is a mat- 
ter which at prefent J cannot fo much as form any juft 
conceptions about. Subdmiffion and refignation are our 
prefent duty. He will Jead usin a way “that we know 
not, and guide us 1n the path that he fhall choofe; which 
I defire firmly to truft will be fuchvas fhall m agnify the 
wifdom of his adorable providence in the eyes of all his 
people, and prevent wicked men from {peaking proudly 
and contemptuoufly of this appointed trial to our faith, 
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patience, and perfeverance. We are all well, and, I 
hope, in a great meafure preferved from repining at 
the difpenfation. May it be abundantly bleffed to us, 
and all the friends and teaaors of the Society, in fome 
way or other; and may their efforts thereby be doubled, 
inftead of marred, in the advancement of fo laudable a 
caufe, and God, even their God, abundantly elorified 
thereby, 1s the fincere prayer of, 
Dear Sir, 
Your much obliged, tried, and humble fervant, 
THOMAS ROBSON, 
70 Jofeph Hardcaftle, Efq. London. 











Letter from the Mifionaries at New-Holland, concerning 
an Infurreétion at Otaheite, and thetr reafons for leaving 
that place. 


Syduey ( New-South-Wales), September, 1798. 
Fathers, Brethren, and Fellow -labourers in the Gofpel of 


our Lord Fefus Chrift, grace be unto you, and peace 


from God our Father, and the Lord Fefus Chrift, 


E give thanks to God and the Father of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, praying always for you, that 
your ** works of faith, and labours of love,” may be 
abundantly profpered by him; and that, through your 
inftrumentality, the galpel my {pread far and wide, and 
vilit every corer of this benighted world with its en- 
livening rays, and overwhelm it as with a deluge of ce- 
leftial light | | 
Tt is with pleafure we look forward to that happy 
day when all the kingdoms of this world fhal! become 
the kingdoms of our God and his Chrift; and the hope 
being made, in any meature, iu/ir umental in effecting 
glorious a revolution, fupported and animated us 
al ee the difficulties which Me {fo /ately encountered, 
and the dangers that {urrounded us; but as it hath 
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pleafed the Mo? High, in his providence, to remove 
us, the under-mentioned Miffionaries, from Otaheite 
to this colony, we feel it a duty incumbent on us to 
take the earlieft opportunity to make known unto you, 
in order, the circumftances which led to this event. 

Captain Wilfon left us at Otaheite on the 4th of 
Augutt, 1797, intending to call at the Friendly Iflands, 
on his way to China: the body of Miffionaries was dif- 
pofed of by him as follows, viz, eighteen were left at 
Otaheite, tenat Tongataboo, one at St, Chriftina, and 
brother Gilham taken with him for Europe, the lofs 
of whom we have feverely felt, as will appear in the fe- 
quel. 

Immediately on Captain Wilfon’s leaving the ifland, 
we difcovered that the natives had concerted a plan to 
feize on our women and property the next Sabbath, 
when we were at public worfhip. We-informed them, 
that we were acquainted with their intentions, and took 
the neceffary precautions to prevent a furprife, being 


well aware, that 1f they (the women) fell into their 


hands, they would experience the moft brutal treat- 
ment. 

In this anxious fituation, under continual alarms, we 
held feveral meetings, to confider the moft proper 
mode of procedure ; whe it Was Our unanimous opi- 
nion, that if our property fell into their hands, it would 
create a chery war among them; it was, therefore, 
deemed advifable, in order to prevent fo much evil, 
to deftribute fmall portions of it occafionally, and to 
build a houfe on fuch a conftruction, as would render a 
ftrong watch unneceflary. 

Every exertion was made to provide materials, that 
the building might be finifhed without delay ; but our 
activity received a check by the interpofing hand of Pro- 
vidence. A large piece of timber being thrown into 
the fea, in order to be conveyed to our habitation, was 
driven with fuch violence, by a {wollen ferge, againft 
brother Hodges, as broke his leg. This difpenfation 
was rendered the more painful for want of proper affift- 
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ance, as no one among us had any ‘kill in furgery ; but 
what was wanting in experience was made up in atten- 
tion by brothers Broomhall and Clode, who officiated 
in that department. Their efforts, however, proved 
ineffectual, the bone being broken in an oblique direc- 
tion, and, the patient reftlefs, it could not be kept to- 
gether; and with concern we add, he has totally loft the 
ufe of his leg. As our journal is left with the brethren 
who remain at Otaheite, we cannot defcend to par- 
ticulars; fuffice it to obferve, that we were frequently 
interrupted in our building by large parties of natives 
(particularly Areeois) entering the diftné. Though 
they did not moleft us in our work, we thought it pru- 
dent to decline it during their ftay, as we were well af- 
{ured they only waited for a favourable opportunity to 
carry their defigns againft us into execution.’ 

On the 6th of March, 1798, the Nautilus Bark, Cap- 
tain Bifhop, vifited the ifland, and, after taking in re- 
frefhments, proceeded on her voyage for Maflafuero. 
This veffel was fitted out at Maccao, in China, to trade 
on the north-weft eoaft of America; but, meeting with 
tempeftuous weather, was driven in great diftrefs to 
the Ruffian fettlement at Kamfchatka, which induced 
the captain (having loft the feafon) to relinquifh the ob- 
je of his purfuit on the north-weft coaft, and fail for 
Maffafuero, an ifland on the fouth-weft coaft, in order 
to procure a cargo of feal fkins. 

After her departure our fituation became more peril- 
ous, and we were every moment under an expectation 
of an aflault, when we were again vifited by the Nau- 
tiluss which was driven back in a violent gale of wind. 
Theéte was fomething fingular and ftriking in this event, 
and we cannot but acknowledge the hand of Providence 
init. When the Nautilusleft Otaheite, fhe failed for 
Ulitea, to procure yams for her voyage. While at an- 
chor in a harbour in that ifland, the gale commenced, 
which drove her to fea, and became fo violent as to 
render the fhip unmanageable ; accordingly the captain 
let her drive before the wind, under her mafts and 
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yards, having all the fails furled, which brought her te 
the eaftward of Point Venus before the gale ceatfed, 

The veffel entered Matavia Bay in a very leaky condi- 
tion. Soon after fhe came to anchor, two of her fea- 
men deferted, and fecreted themfcelves on fhore. ‘The 
captain requefted us to intreat the king to fend them 
on board; accordingly a Sepunaenn of four brethren 
waited on him for that purpofe. On their arrival at 
Oparre, the diftrict in which the king refided, they 
were {tripped naked, one of them dragged through a 
river, and his head beat again{t the {tones till the biood 
came gut of his ears; they were then feparated and de- 
tained; and, under the greateft apprehenfion, not 
only of their own lives, bis for our fafety, as a large 

party of natives, immediately on their being feized, 

made off with an intent to attack our fettlement.; ob- 
ferving, that as they had got two of our bett warriors, 
(meaning thofe that were moft ikilful in handling the 
mufket, for we were all under the neceffity of learning 
the manual exercife), the others would be eafily over- 
come. In the evening feveral hundred natives were * 
feen near our dwelling, “and we received information by 
a boy, of the detention of our brethren; but, as the 
difpofing ot all events is of the Lord, they were pro- 
videntially relealed by means of the king’s father, and 
returned home about eight o’clock at night. The news 
of their arriv.® was no doubt a mtean.of preventing the 
meditated attack. Thus circumitanced, we held a 
meeting to confider what means would be moft prudent 
to adopt; when it was propoted to remove to fome 
ifland in-the vicinity of Otaheite, and write to the Di- 
rectors by the Nautilus, ‘and inform them of ouriifitua- 
tion; but, as no place afforded us the leaft profpeét of 
an atylum, this plan was given up. Several of the 
brethren then declared that they were wearied out by 
continual watching, and would no longer bear arms ; 
that it would be rafhne(s in the extreme for fo fmall a 
body to ftand on the defenfive; that it was their inten- 
tion to deliver their property into #1e hands of the na-' 
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tives, by which means they fhould be freed from the 
anxiety and fufpenfe they had long laboured under. In- 
deed, this determination appeared the only way to live 
in peace among them; but, as it expoted the women 
to the brutal treatment of the natives, and left them 
in a defencele{s {tate in the mid{t of a people of the moft 
diffolute manners and lafcivious difpofitions, it was the 
unanimous opinion of the whole body, that it was a 
call in Providence for the married people to leave the 
ifland, as they could not continue there in fafety 3 and a 
wig of conveyance open for therh to Port Jackfon in 

the Nautilus, the captain having given up his intended 

voyage, and purpofed to winter in that port. Several 
of the fingle brethren alfo thought it thei duty, from 
motives of prudence, to leave the ifland. 

We accordingly made our fituation known to the 
captain, and requefted a paflage in his veffel, which he 
very humanely and readily granted, on condition of our 
giving a bill on the Divedots for fact h a quantity of pro- 
¥ifion to be purchafed at Port Jackfon, as he intended 
to take on board at Otaheite, and which he could pro- 
cure for two or three mufkets, but would be prevented 
by giving us a paflage. This. being agreed to, eleven 
men, four women, and four children, immediately 
went on board the- bark, which we found to be very 
{mall and leaky. The condition of the veffel, the dan- 
gers of the fea, and the advanced age of Mrs. ae in- 
duced her to remain on the ifland, and cultivate the 
triendfhip of Iddea, giving her property to her. Indeed, 
we do not apprehend that Mrs. Eyre will be expefed to 
atment a younger perton would, in all probabi- 
Xperience, as old age is deemed difgraceful by the 
Otaheiteans, and perfons in that ttage of life are difre- 
garded by them. 

While we were preparing toembark, the two feamen 
who deferted from the fhip came to our habitation. 
They informed us, that the preceding night Otoo, with 
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about feven hundred men, armed with fpears, intended 
to attack us, and infifted on their joining them; which 
they refufing to do, were beaten and ftripped by them. 

‘We.are forry to add, that while lying at anchor in 
the bay, information was brought us, that a war had 
commenced in Oparre, in confequence of the treatment 
the brethren received from the inhabitants of that dif- 
trict. We fineerely hope our brethren on the ifland 
will not be involved in the calamities of the fame, as 
they have given up the property of the Society, and 
their own alfo, into the hands of Pomarre; confequently 
they have no inducement for the natives to molett 
them. There is, however, no dependance to be placed 
on the friendfhip of Pomarre. 

It may not be improper to oblerve, that we left Ota- 
heite on the 31{t of March laft, and arrived at Port Jack- 
fon on the 14th of May; we had a favourable, though 
difagreeable paflage, from the condition of the veffel, 
which was fo leaky, that we were obliged to be at the 
pump every two hours, day and night, and fome part 
of the voyage every hour. Onour arrival at this place, 
we were favourably received by the Governor, who im- 
mediately put us on the public ftore, and gave us every 
affiftance in his power. 

Thefe circumftances, we truft, will have their due 
weight and influence with you and the public mind. 
The views of each particular individual, refpecting his 
future operations, we prefume will be laid before you. 
In the mean time, we {ubfcribe ourfelves, 

Your unworthy fervants in the Lord, 
James Fleet Cover. Francis Oaks. gi 
Rowland Haffel. Peter Hodges. *" 
Edward Maine. William Puckney. 

James Puckey. Samuel Clode, abfent from 
William Smith, Sydney at the figning of 
John Cock, refufedto fign. | the Letter. 

William Henry. 
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NEW-YORK MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
HE society met on the firft Tuefday of April, 1800, 


being the time to which they had altered their 
annual meeting, and after the election of officers, pro- 
ceed to the tranfaction of bufinets. In the evening of 
the faid day, the annual Sermon was pieached by “the 
Rev. Dr. Linn, (from Palm cxxxvil. 5,6. If J forget 
thee, O Ferufalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. 
If I do not rem onbls thee, jet my tongue cleave to the 1 roof 
of my mouth; if I prefer uot ferufalem above my chief joy,) 
in the Brick Prefbytertan Church, toa large and atten- 
tive audience, and a liberal collection was made for the 
purpofes of the Society. The Rev. pe ABEEL was 
appointed to preach the next annual Sermon, on the 
firft Tuefday of April, 1801, in the New Dutch Church. 
Theftate of the Society, and the progrefs which they 
have made, will appear from the following 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS. 

IN their report of November $e 1799, the Di- 
i in general, the arrival of the porte wx 
Rem Jofeph Bullen, among the Chickafaw Indi- 
ans, ane their fhouinte difpofition towards him, al- 
though he had not been formally acknowledged by the 
nation. They have it nowin their power to communi- 
cate to the Society, the very ple afing intelligence, that 
his reception has been frien liy and f flattering even be- 
yond expectation. The Veins appear to have vied 
with each other in their kindnefles to him, and his fon, 
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who accompanied him; and to have liftened with re- 
{pect and reverence to his religious inftructions. It will 
readily occur, that during Mr. Bullen’s fhort refidence 
in the Indian country, viz. from the 2oth of May, till 
the 4th of September, 1799, no great progrefs in the 
work of his miffion could reafonably be expeéted. The 
difference of language and of manners, the impoffibility 
of procuring proper interpreters, and the difficulty of 
procuring any worthy of confidence; the ftate of In- 
dian fociety, and the jealoufy of the Indian temper, are 
ob{tacles which time, patience, and perfeverance are 
necefiary to remove. Yet, under all thefe difcourage- 
ments, added to the affliction of broken health, and 
the fevere ficknefs of his fon, Mr. Bullen appears to 
have laboured with fidelity, and not without effect. 
One of the Chickafaw chiefs has been prevailed upon 
to fet up the worfhip of God in his family: Others are 
cheerful in promoting the introduction of the gofpel into 
the nation; and the negroes, of whom it poflefles con- 
fiderable nasties. have difcovered much anxiety to 
learn the things which belong to their peace. Several 
of them came miles to hear Mr. Bullen preach and ca- 
techife, and fome of them feemed {o to embrace the 
word of life, that he thought himfelf warranted to ad- 
minifter baptifm to one family, viz. a father and four 
children. 

The Indian diet and mode of living in general difa- 
greeing with his conflitution, fo as gradually to impair 
his health and ftrength, fo far as. to incapacitate him 
for the comfortable difcharge of miffionary duties, and 
his fon having been brought, by difeafe, to thes brink of 
the grave, Mr. Bullen thought it requifite toueave the 





country for a while and return home. He took his de- 
parture accordingly on the 4th of September, with the 
regrets of the chiefs and nation. He was efcorted a 
confiderable diftance on his journey, and parted with 
them after receiving their earneft folicitations to come 
back as {peedily as poffible. Two addreffes to the board 
of Directors, one trom Wolf’s friend, the head man of 
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the nation, and another from General William Colbert, 
and Major George Colbert, both chiefs of influence, 
officially requefted that Mr. Bullen might return with- 
out delay, and bring his family to fettle among them. 
They alfo requefted that the board would fend fome 
other perfons who could teach them fome of the arts of 
civilized life, and promifed lands during their continu- 
ance in the country, and fuch other fuccours as it fhould 
be in their power to give. 

In confequence of this application, the Directors 
thought it their duty, and of high importance to the 
objects of this Society, to attempt the formation of a 
finall religious fettlement in the Chickafaw country: 
For this purpofe they have connected in the miffion 
with Mr. Bullen, and_ his family, Deacon Ebenezer 
Rice, and his family. With Mr. Rice, both from re- 
fpeétable information, and perfonal interview, they have 
every reafon to be fatisfied, as a man of evangelical 
principles and experimental godlinefs, and one well 
qualified to afift Mr. Bullen asa catechift. Befides his 
ufefulnefs in catechifing, Mr. Rice, from his mechani- 
cal fkill, will be able to affift the Indians in the con- 
ftraction of houfes, mills and looms. From his family 
and that of Mr. Bullen’s jointly, they will learn agri- 
culture, and feveral of the domeftic arts. While the 
females will be of eminent fervice in inftructing the In- 
dian women. A number of perfons of other occupa- 
tions were willing to accompany the miffion. But the 
DireCtors having adopted, as a fundamental principle, 
the refolution of not employing any who fhould not be 
primarily devoted to the propagation of the guious 
go{pels and with whom improvements, merely civil, 
thould not, be a fecondary object, and having nothing to 
convince them that the applicants are of this defcription, 
were obliged to decline the offer. 

Mr. Bullen, therefore, and Mr. Rice, with their fa- 
milies, agreed to go, by themfelves, on the noble and 
generous enterprife. They fet off on the 13th inftant, 
and are now profecuting their journey. 
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The number of perfons belonging to the miffion is as_ 
follows :— 
Mr. Bullen, his wife, five children, and a young 
man, named Harris, whom he was permitted 
to take asa member of hisfamily, . .. 8 
Mr. Rice, his wife, andfevenchildren, . . 9 


Making in the whole | 17 


The Directors were deftrous of fending a black{mith, 
but have not yet been able to obtain fuch a one as they 
would deem fuitable. As foon as they can accomplifh 
this, the eftablifhmentwill be fufficient, in their judg- 


ment, at leaft for fome time. 
They have alfo authorifed Mr. Bullen to employ as a 


teacher under him, for one year, a perfon of piety 
and foundnefs In the faith, and have voted a compen- 


{ation of 100 dollars. 


The expenfes of the miffion are as follows: 
Allowance to Mr. Bullen for his firftjourney,  D/;, 





in addition to the firft appropriation, . . 76 
Allowance for fervices rendered by his fon, te 
Do. outfit and journey to the Chickafaws, 300 
Do. Sor avait on falary; (40 6) ie. 275 
Do. to Deacon Rice for outfit and removal, 200 
Do. to do. in advance for one-half year’s 

MINTS Rass TE wire ie, As rae 100 
1001 


The annual expenfe of the miffion, exclufive of inci- 
dental charges, and including the coft of {choolimatter, 





1S Ds. 
Bit. mieeir 6 SOAATY, | See et 375 
Mr. Rice’s_ do. Ral Aa apa ect Grae 200 
Scheer 6S eis ie te a 100 
675 


Making in the whole a tum of fix hundred and fey cnty- 
five dollars. 
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The Directors enjoy particular fatisfaction in repre- 
fenting to the Society, that their refources are fully ade- 
quate to this expenfe; 











The income of their productive capital is efti- Dds. 
rep | Se : aah ata, Sate lags ee 
The annual contributions amount to . . * 2 
The monthly and annual collections on an 

average, £0 aDOUL OF osc a Ny 400 
1000 

The prefent ftate of their funds 1s fubjoined. 
Dis. Cts. 
9s Infurance fhares coft . 2... 1993 76 
Teduétion for balance due the Treafurer, 12% 92 
1870 44. 
Probable amount due by members, - . 229 56 
2100 00 


Hitherto, it is evident, the Lord hath helped. And 
it would be ungrateful to omit, in the record of his mer- 
cies, the prompt and cheerful affiftance which has been 
afforded to the miffion by the government of the United 
States. 

After fo pleafing a commencement, it would be in- 
excufable in the Directors, not to contemplate the ex- 
tenfion of their plans. In this delightful labour, they 
will gladly exert themifelves, and ener od expect the 
Sports not only of the Society, but of thofe who pray 
tor the peace of Jerufalem. 

JOHN M. MASON, Sec’ry. 

New-York, March 31, 1800. 


Officers aud other Direétors for the enfuing Year. 
OFFICERS. 
John Rodgers, D. D. Prefdeut. 
John H. Livingfton, D. D. Vice-Prefident. 
Mr. Divie Bethune, Lreafurer, 
Rev. John M. Mafon, Secretary. 
Rev. Samuel Miller, Cveré. 
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OTHER DIRECTORS. 


William Linn, D. D. Mr. John Bingham, 
John M‘Knight, D. D. = George Lindfay, Ef. 
Rev. fohn N. Abeel, Anthony Poft, Efq. 
Rev. Philip Milledoler, prin, Bleecker, Eiq. 
Peter Wilfon, L. L. D. George Warner, E(q. 
John Broome, Efg. Mr. John Mills. 


xe Donations to the Society will be thankfully re- 
ceived by Mr. Diviz Beruune, Treafurer, or by any 
other of the Directors. 








The Confiitution of the Miffonary Society of Conneéticut : 
with an Addrefs from the Board of Trujftees to the 
People of the State; and a Narrative on the Subjeé 
of Mifions. To which is fubjoined, a Statement of the 
Funds of the Soctety. 


Conftitution of the Mifionary Society of Connecticut. 


HE General Affociation of the State of Connecti- 
cut, impreffed with the obligation on all the 
friends of Chriftianity to propagate a knowledge of its 
gracious and holy doctrines, alto encouraged by the 
late zealous exertions for this end, in fundry Chriftian 
bodies, cannot but hope the time ts near in which God 
will {pread his truth through the earth. They alfo 
confider it a thing of great importance, that fome 
charitable affiftance be extended to new Chriftian fet- 
tlements in various parts of the United States. The 
falvation of thefe fouls is precious. The happinefs of 
the rifing generation, and the order and {ftability of cl- 
vil government are moft effectually advanced by the 
diffufion of religious and mora! fentiments, through 
the preaching of the gofpel. In deep feeling of thete 
truths, having by prayer fought the direction of God, 
in the fear of his great name, they have adopted the 
following Conftitution of a Miffionary Society. 
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Article 1. This Society fhall be known by the name 
of The Miffonary Society of Gonneéticut. 

Art. 2. The General Affociation of the State of Con- 
necticut fhall be the faid Miffionary Society. | 

Art. 3. The General Affociation fhall annually, by 
ballot, appoint twelve truftees, whereof fax fhall be 
clergymen and fix fhall be brethren of our Churches, 
who fhall conduct the bufinefs of our Society in the 
manner hereafter defcribed. 

Art. 4. The objeét of this Society fhall be to chrif- 
tianize the Heathen in North America, and to fupport 
and promote Chriftian knowledge in the new fettle- 
ments, within the United States; and both fhall be 
purtued as .circumftances fhall point out, and as the 
Truftees, under the fuperintendence of the General 
Affociation, fhall direct. 

Art. 5. The General Affociation and the Truftees 
fhall adopt fuch meafures, from time to time, for raif- 
ing funds, as they fhall judge to be expedient. 

Art. 6. The Truftees fhall have power to apply the 
funds of the fociety, according to their difcretion, in 
all cafes in which they fhall not be limited by the Ge- 
neral Affociation, or by the donors: They thall cor- 
refpond with other Miffionary Societies; fhall have 
power to appoint and difmifs Miffionaries; to pay 
them ; and generally to tranfact all bufinefs neceflary 
to attain the ends of the Society: And fhall be paid 
their neceflary expentes, but nothing for their fervices. 

Art. 7. The Truftees fhall annually appoint a Secre- 
tary, who fhall keep a fair account of their proceedings. 
They fhall alfo appoint a Chairman, who, with four of 
the Truftees, fhall be a quorum to tranfact bufinefs. 
Or if the ftated Chairman fhall not be prefent, any 
feven of the Truftees fhall be a quorum. 

Art. 8. The Chairman fhall have power to call a 
meeting of the Truitees, at his difcretion, by letters left 
with them, or at the houles of their refidence: And it 
fhall be his duty to call fuch meeting whenever requefted 
by any two of the Truftees. And in cafe of the death 
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of the Chairman, or of his abfence from the State, any 
two Pips are hereby empowered to call a meeting. 

Art. 9. The General Affociatiom fhall annually ap- 
point a Tics and an Auditor of accounts; and the 
Treatfurer {hall exhibit, both to the General Afocusion 
and to the Truftees, the {tate of the Teens whenever 
he fhall be called on for that purpofe. 

Art. 10. The Truftees fhal] annually eghilsit to the 
General Affociation, a particular account of the Miffion- 
aries employed by them—of places to which they are 
fent—of the miffions—of the itate of the funds—of the 
receipts and expenditures—and of whatever relating to 
this inftitution the General Affociation fhall require. 

Art. 11. The Truftees, and all the officers of this 
Society, fhal] enter on their re{pective offices on the firft 
Wednetday of September, annually; and fhall continue 
in office for one-year, 

Art. 12. The Truftees fhall hold their firft meeting 
at the State-houfe in Hartford, on the firft Wednefday 
of September next, at 110 ‘clock, A. M. and in every 
year thereafter, they fhall meet at the fame timeand place, 
unlefs otherwife ordered by the General Affociation. 

Art. 13. If, on experience, it fhall be found necef- 
fary to Sher this Conflitution, an alteration may be 
made by the General Aflociation, at their flated Set- 
fion; but not without having been drawn up in writing, 
and lying under confideration one year; nor unlefs at 
feat two thirds of all the members of the General Affo~ 
ciation fhall adopt faid alteration. 





BENJAMIN TRUMBULL, Moderator. 


Paffed tn General Affoctation at Hebron, June 21, 1798. 

Left. NATHAN PERKINS, Scribe. 

In purfuance of the third article of the preceding 
Conftitution, the following perfons were chofen Trutftees 
in June, 1798, vzz.,the Hon. John Treadwell, the 
Hon. Heman Swift, the Hon. Roger Newberry, the 
Hon. Jonathan Brace, the Hon. John Davenport, Dr. 
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Jofhua Lathrop, the Rev. Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. 
the Rev. Levi Hart, the Rev. Jonathan Edwards, D. D. 
the Rev. Cyprian Strong, the Rev. Nathan Strong, and 
the Rev. Charles Backus. 

At the fame time, Andrew Kingfbury, Efq. was 
chofen Treafurer, and John Porter, Eig. Auditor of 
the Society. 

The Truftees, at their firft meeting, eleéted the 
Hon. John Treadwell, Chairman, and the Rev. Abel 
Flint, Secretary. : 

In June, 1799, the fame perfons were re-elected truf- 
tees, with the exception of the Rev. Jonathan Ed- 
wards, D. D. who having been chofen Prefident of 
Union College, at Schenectady, removed out of the 
State, and in his place, the Rev. Nathan Williams; 
D. D. was chofen. The fame Treafurer and Auditor 
were alfo re-ele€ted; and the fame Chairman and Se- 
cretary of the Board of Truftees. 


-_ 


An Addrefs from the Board of Truftees to the People of 
the State, and a Narrative on the Subject of Miffions. 


O thofe who have any fenfe of the bleffings of the 
gofpel of peace and falvation, it muft appear an 
object of importance to diffufe a knowledge of thefe 
bleffings, among fuch as are deftitute of it, as well as 
to preferve it alive in the minds of thofe who have re- 
ceived their birth and early impreffion in a land of gof- 
pel light. This confideration has given rife to many 
focieties, in various parts of the Chriftian world, whofe 
object has been-either to propagate Chriftianity among 
Heathen nations, or to continue a knowledge of it 
where it had once been enjoyed. 

For exertions in both thefe refpeéts, the United 
States of America have long prefented a widely ex- 
tended field. Within their limits are many tribes of 
favages, who are ftill enveloped in the groffeft darknefs 
with regard to religion; and as the Aborigines recede 


farther weftward and northward, new fettlements..of 
Vor. J, No. 2, 2&8 
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eivilized inhabitants are continually forming. The 
people who form thefe fettlements, from the fmallnefs 
ef their numbers at. firft, and from other circumftan- 
ees peculiar to plantations newly fettled, muft necefla- 
rily, for a time, remain deftitute of the ftated preach- 
ing of the gofpel and adminiftration of Chriftian ordi- 
nances; and unlefs Miffionaries are {ent among them, 
there is danger of their lofing, by degrees, a knowledge 
ef the principles and a regard for the neha of 
Chriftianity. 

hated with thefe ideas, the Clergy, a as well as 
many other people of the State of Connecticut, have, 
from time to time, turned their attention to this fabs 
jet, and endeavoured to form plans for fending Mif- 
fionaries to the new fettlements, in the northern and 
weftern parts of the United States. The General At- 
fociation of the State, in the year 1792, petitioned the 
Legiflature for a coritribution throughout the State, for 
the purpole of fupporting Miffionaries. The petition 
was granted, and there was a contribution for three 
years fucceffively. Confiderable fums of money were 
raifed, and a number of Miffionaries annually appoint- 
ed by the General Affociation. Extracts from the 
Journals of thete Mifionaries were publifhed, in the 
years 1794, 1795, and 1797, and difperfed through the 
State. From thefe extracts it appears, that the plan 
was productive of great good, and the General Affoci- 
ation, and other friends of Zion, were not willing to re- 
linquith an object which had fo favourable an apect on 
the intereft of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

The period for which contributions were granted 
having expired, and the money having been nearly ex- 
pended, the General Affociation, at their feffion in 
June, 1797, formed an addrefs, which, with a number 
of extracts on the fubject of Miffions, was printed and 
difperfed among the people of the State, with a view of 
callitig their attention to the fubyect ; both as it re{pect- 
ed the fending of Miffionaries to the new fettlements, 
and the props agatine of the gofpel among the Indian 
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tribes. Further to promote the fame object, the Ge- 
neral Affociation in June, 1798, formed themfelves into 
a Miffionary Society, and again addreffed the people, 
foliciting their charitable contributions for the fupport 
of Miffions. 

Application was again made to the General Affem- 


bly for a contribution; and, at their feffion in October, 


1798, they paffed a refolve, authorizing contributions 
in the feveral ecclefiaftical focieties in the State, for three 
years fucceffively, and dire&ting the monies which 
fhould be contributed to be appropriated by the Trut- 
tees of the Miffionary Society of Connecticut, in pro- 
moting the objects for which faid Society was inftituted. 

The Truftees, chofen by the Society, entered on 
the bufinefs committed to them, in September, 1798. 
Finding that a number of Miffionaries had been ap- 
pointed, for that year, by the General Affociation, they 
then made no additional appointments. At their meet- 
ings fince that time, the following Miffionaries have 
been appointed, viz. the Rev. Aaron Kinne, the Rev. 
Seth Willifton, Mr. Jedidiah Bufhnell, Mr. Salmon 
King, and Mr. Amafa Jerome, to continue during the 
pleafure of the Board; and alfo Mr. Sylvefter Dana, 
the Rev. Mofes C. Welch, and Mr. Marfhfield Steel, 
each for a term of four months. 

Mefirs. Willifton, Bufhneil, King and Jerome are 
defignated to the courtties of Onondaga, Cayuga, On- 
tario, Stuben and Tioga, in the State of New-York. 
The three firft have, for feveral months, been engaged on 
their Miffions. Mr. Jerome, having been recently ap- 
pointed, has not yet entered on his Miffion. 

Mr. Kinne and Mr. Dana are now labouring in the 
vacant fetlements weft of Lake George and Lake 
Champlain. : 

Mr. Welch and Mr. Steel are appointed to the four 
northermoft counties of the State of Vermont, the one 
togo the eaft, and the other the weft fide of the Green 
Mountains. Thefe were recently chofen, and it is not 
known whether they will accept the appointment. 
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Provifion is alfo made for the appointment of a Mif- 
fionary to go into the fouthern part of the counties of 
Delaware and Tioga, in the State of New-York, and 
the tract of country called Sufquehannah, in theState of 
Pennfylvania. : 

At the prefent feffion of the Board of Truftees, Mr. 
Jedidiah Bufhnell, one of the above named Miffionaries, 

peared before the Board, in compliance with a vote 
paffed at the laft feffion, with a view of receiving ordi- 
nation. Having examined him with refpect to his ac- 
quaintance with the do¢trines of Chriftianity, his belief 
in thofe doétrines, his ability to teach them to others, 
his experimental acquaintance with the truth, and his 
views in entering on the work of the miniftry, and gain- 
ing full fatisfaction on thefe points, the Truftees voted 
to feparate him to that work, and he was accordingly 
ordained at the North Prefbyterian Meeting-houfe in 
Hartford, January 15, 1800. The folemnity of ordi- 
nation was performed by the following perfons. The 
Rev. George Colton made the introductory prayer, the 
Rev, Cyprian Strong preached the fermon, the Rev. 
Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. made the confecrating 
prayer, the Rev. Nathan Williams, D. D. gave the 
charge, the Rev, Charles Backus gave the right hand of 
fellowfhip, and the Rey. Abel Flint made the conclud- 
ing prayer. 

From the !iberal fubfcriptions and contributions of 
the people of the State, the Truftees flatter themfelves 
that they fhall be able to fupply the vacant fettlements 
with more miffionary labours than they have been fup- 
plied with in paft years.. And with a view of further 
promoting the object of the inftitution, they have ap- 
propriated one hundred dollars of the funds of the So- 
ciety for the purchafe of books for religious inftruction, 
tobe diftributed, at the difcretion of the Miiffionaries, 
to congregations, families and individuals in the new 
fettlements. 

While they are happy in advancing the views of the 
society, and of thofe who have generoufly contributed 
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to its funds, as well as of the Legiflature, in authorifing 
contributions, relative to their brethren in the new 
fettlements, they are not unmindful of the other object 
of the inftitution, the chriftianizing of the Heathen. 
They have made fome progrefs in acquiring .the necef- 
fary information on that difficult and important fubyect, 
but have not been able, as yet, to mature a plan which 
affords a reafonable profpect of fuccefs. As foon as 
they fhall fee a door opened for an- effort to diffufe the 
knowledge of Chriftianity among the Indians, and fhall 
have difcovered the proper means to effect it, they will 
employ the moft zealous exertions to promote the beft 
interefts of thofe unhappy people, in {preading among 
them the favor of the Redeemer’s name. 

The following accounts of the labours of Miffionaries, 
and extracts trom their narratives, while they manifeit 
the zeal and engagednefs of the Miffionaries, will ferve | 
to convince thoie who have generoufly contributed to 4 
the fupport of miffions, that the money thus beftowed, a4 
has, under the bleffing of Heaven, fubferved a moft va- ) 
luable purpofe; and, it 1s hoped, will induce them to 
contribute {till more abundantly in future. 

The Rev. Amos Baffett commenced his miffion in 
Auguft, 1798. He vifited the vacant fettlements in 
the counties of Orange, Caledonia, and Effex, in the ag 
State of Vermont, and alfo the fettlements in the State 
of New-Hampfhire, adjoining Conne¢ticut river. In 
feveral places in Vermont, he found a more than ordi- 
nary attention to religion. He was univerfally received 
with cordiality, and treated in a manner which evinced 
that the inhabitants were pleafed with having Miffion- 
aries come among them. In the clofe of his narrative, 
he remarks, that ‘“* the good effects of the labours of 
“‘ former Miffionaries were perceivable; that they ferved 
‘** to keep alive, inthe minds of the people, a fenfe of 
‘* the benefit of religious order, and to lead them, as 
‘ they became able, to make arrangements for its per- 
** manent fupport.”’ 

In Auguft, 1798, the Rev. Meflrs. Alexander Gillet, 
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and Publius V. Booge, commenced a tour of about 
eight weeks, in the counties of Rutland, Addifon, Chit- 
tenden, Caledonia, Orleans and Franklin, in the State 
ot Vermont, where they had alfo been the preceding 
year. They fometimes travelled in company, and fome- 
times feparately, appointing lectures, &c. for each other. 
‘he following remarks are extra¢ted from their narra- 
tives. Mr. Gillet obferves, ‘*In my tour I travelled 
*< towards 700 miles; preached about fifty times; bap- 
““ tized ten children; attended one Affociation, and 
‘© one Council, and was abfent feven weeks and five 
“days. It is with much fatisfa¢tion I remark, that the 
ss profpect of doing good to the new fettlements in- 
“< creafes. My reception appeared more cordial in ge- 
‘‘ neral among them than laft year. They are more 
‘‘ atientive to lectures. They feem more imprefled 
‘¢ with a fenfe of the benevolent exertions of the good 
<< people of Connecticut, in making provifion to fend 
“« Miffionaries among them. It forces on them at leaft 
«« fome thoughts of making provifion for the fupport of 
“the gofpel. Infidelity is lefs bold than laft year.” 
Mr. Booge, in the conclufion of his narrative, fays, 
“ T {pent 45 days in the new fettlements ; preached 54 
“times; attended one Council; baptized feven chil- 
‘“ dren; and adminiftered the facrament of the Lord’s 
‘‘fupper once. Am happy to fay, that I was treated 
“ in-all places where [ went with tokens of grateful 
“+ re{pect. The people gladly took pains, and fubmitted 
*¢ to many inconveniences for the fake of getting toge- 
‘‘ ther to hear preaching. And I think, making a com- 
‘«‘ narifon between laft year and this, the religious ap- 
‘‘ pearances grow much more favourable and promifing. 
«<The people appear to be more impreffed with a fente 
‘“‘ of the neceffity of fupporting religious order, befides 
«‘ fome {pecial attention in a number of places. The 
*‘ people are particularly thankful to Conneé¢ticut for 
“* fending them Miffionariés; but many of them would 
‘“‘ be more obliged if we could fend them a number of 
«« well-recémmended candidates to fettle among them, 
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‘© The fcarcity of candidates 1s to be Jamented; they 
«© would meet with very good encouragement in many 
‘© of the new towns; and be of fingular fervice to the 
‘“ caufe of truth.” 

In the fall of the year 1798, the Rev. Walter King 
performed a miffionary tour of about two months, in the 
counties of Chenango and Tioga, State of New-York. 
He vifited a number of fettlements, preached about 40 
times; and was in general very favourably received. He 
remarks—** While I have been a preacher, never did I 
“< enjoy afeafon, in fo fhort a time, of fo much Chrif- 
“ tian fatisfaction, or fo high a probability of being really 
‘“ ufeful to the fouls of men. The importance of the 
“undertaking has increafed unfpeakably in my view, 
‘and no properly directed efforts, in continuing and 
“ enlarging our miffions, can poffibly exceed our duty.” 

The Rev. Seth Willifton was appointed by the Ge- 
neral Affociation, at their feffion in June, 1798, to 
perform a tour of four months, particularly in the 
county of Onondaga, State of New-York. In this 
county, he laboured from about-the firft of September 
to the end of the year, occafionally, however, going into 
the counties of Chenango and Tioga. He preached 
and attended conferences from day to day; vifited the 
fick ; baptized children, and adminiftered the Lord’s 
{upper. He obferves, «* I have been accepted and treated 
“ with much hofpitality. In general, good attention has 
“ been paid tomy public admuiniftrations; though as yet 
*“‘ | have feen no great apparent fruit of my labours. | 
‘* believe there are fome chriftians fcattered through all 
“ thefe new fettlements; but at prefent it is a remark- 
“ably dead time with them.* JI have found that chil- 
‘‘ dren are very much neglected as to their religious and 
“ literary education. It has been therefore with mea 
‘* principal objeét to enforce the duty of parental faith- 
“ fulnefs, in training up children ‘ in the nurture and 


* ‘The date of this account is December, 1798; since that time 
the religious appearances there are more favourable, as appears by 
Mr. Bushnell’s narrative. 
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«© admonition of the Lord.’ There are but few churche¢ 
‘© in the county, and no ftated minifters of our order. 
«There is a great want of forme able, pious, zealous 
‘< men to fix down in different parts of the county, as 
‘“‘ minifters of the gofpel. Three or four fuch might be 
‘¢ extenfively ufeful. Weare afraid to eftablith churches, 
«¢ while there are no fhepherds within call to feed and 
“lead them. There is alfoa great want of pious books 
‘¢ among the people ; and I think the Miffionary Socie- 
‘‘ ties would lay out fome of their money to good ad- 
‘“< vantage in fending fuch books among the new fettle- 
‘* ments.”’ ‘ 

Mr. Wiilifton, after having fimifhed this tour, went 
into the county of Ontario, in purfuance of an appoint- 
ment which he received from the Board of Trutftees. 
Here he continued four months, confining his labours to 
a few places, where there was a great revival of religion, 
and the people extremely anxious to hear the word, and 
to converfe on religious fubjects. It appears from Mr. 
~Willifton’s narrative, that he preached almoft every day, 
and often to numerous affemblies ; he baptized feveral 
children ; occafionally admuiniftered the Lord’s fupper, 
and admitted a number of perfons into the churches 
which had been eftablifhed in that part of the country. 
He was received with a joyful welcome, and the inha- 
bitants expreffed much thankfulnefs to the Miffionary 
Society, and to the people of Connecticut, for their li- 
berality in contributing to the fupport of miffions. 

Having accomplifhed thefe two miffions, Mr. Wil- 
lifton entered ona third. A narrative of ten weeks of 
this miffion has been received, from which it appears, 
that he {pent his time chiefly in the counties of Onon- 
daga and Cayuga. In the townfhip of Locke, he af- 
fifted in the organization of a church upon the congre- 
gational plan; and here, as well as in other places, he 
adminiftered the Chriftian ordinances. He mentions 
revivals of religion in feveral towns, and remarks that in 
this, as well as in his former miffions, he was received 
and treated in a manner which evinced the gratitude of 
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the people, and their high fatisfaction in being vifited 
by Miffionaries from Connecticut. _ 

Mr. Bufhnell entered on a miffion, the firft of July 
jaft, in the county of Ontario, one of the weftern coun- 
ties in the State of New-York. There being a‘great re- 
vival in that county, efpecially in the towns of Bloom- 
field and Briftol, he fpent the moft of his time there till 
November, when he came into the counties of Cayuga 
and Onondaga, where he laboured to the end of the 
year, preaching almoft every day, and vifiting from 
houfe to houfe. In thefe counties he founda number 
of fettlements where God appeared to be beginning a 
glorious work, and there were many pleafing {ymptoms 
of a revival. In moft places where he preached he was 
treated with kindnefs, and the people manifefted a great 
difpofition to hear the word. The following remarks, 
taken from the conclufion of his journal, will fhow the 
reception he met with, and the general ftate of religion 
in the counties within the field of his miffion. 

«‘ T have {pent moft of the time, fince I entered upon 
«« my miffion, in the county of Ontario. In that county, 
“ God has been pleafed to pour down his fpirit in a re- 
‘‘ markable manner. ‘The religious attention began 
“ more than a year ago, in the town of Briftol. It 
“ foon fpread in a number of focieties in the town of 
“ Bloomfield. The work increafed gradually through 
‘‘ the winter. But in the {pring and tummer following, 
** God made a more wonderful difplay of divine power 
“and grace, in the converfion of finners. It was truly 
‘‘ a glorious time; many people, it 1s believed, will re- 
‘“‘ member it forever. Through the whole awakening, 
‘« the moft evident marks have appeared, that the work 
‘** was God’s work. The convictions of finners have been 
“regular, folemn, and pungent; their converfions 
“calm, rational, and heavenly. Two focieties in the 
“town of Briflol, and three in the town of Bloom- 
‘* field, have been the moft highly favoured with the 
** blefied effufions of the Holy Spirit; though the 

‘* neighbouring focieties have fhared confiderably in the 
Vou. I. No.. 3. C 
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‘s fruits of the glorious harveft. And in my laft tour 
«© over the county, individuals appeared awakened in 
«¢ moit places. Five churches have been formed in the 
“¢ county of Ontario the year paft; allo great additions 
** have been made to a number of churches previoufly 
‘‘ organized. In fome of the other weftern counties 
‘* appearances are promifing. Audiences are frequently 
<< numerous, and the attention folemn. 

‘ But, notwith{tanding fome parts of the wildernefs 
<< have, of late, appeared to bloffom like the rofe, there 
‘¢ are many places where the inhabitants are truly in a 
** deplorable fituation. They are perifhing in darknefs, — 
‘* Tt is not uncommon for Miffionaries to preach where 
‘«* the people have not heard a fermon for twelve months. 
«* Their deftitute fituation is truly affecting. The treat- 
«* ment of the people, in the new fettlements, to my 
‘«* perfon, has been kind and obliging. They expreffed 
‘* oreat gratitude to the Truftees of the Miffionary So- 
‘“* ciety of Connecticut, and to thofe who have benevo- 
‘¢ lently contributed to the fupport of Miffionaries. 
“Many of them with flowing tears requefted their 
‘“< thanks might be given to their benefactors, praying 
“¢ that Heaven would reward them a thoufand fold into 
<< their bofoms.”’ | 

From fundry paragraphs in the journals of the Mif- 
fionaries it appears, that in moft places which they vifited 
they were very kindly received. The people were 
abundant in their expreffions of gratitude to them and 
to the inhabitants of Connecticut, who had thus gene- 
roufly contributed to promote their beft interefts. Let- 
ters have alfo been received from the inhabitants of {e- 
veral towns, expreffing great thankfulnefs for the exer- 
ig tions made in this part of the country, to fend Miffion- 
ia ariesamong them. They afk the continuance of thefe 
: favours, and in very moving language folicit their bre- 
thren and friends in Connecticut, to compaffionate their 
deftitute fituation, and to afford them that relief which, 
under the bleffing of Heaven, may not only promote 
their temporal happinefs, but what ts of infinitely more 
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gonfequence, fubferve the interefts of their immortal 
fouls. 

It further appears, by letters recently received from 
the Rev. Mr. Willifton, and by verbal information from 
Mr. Bufhnell, that the inhabitants of the new fettle- 
ments, efpecially i in various places, were never fo anxi- 
ous to hear the gofpel as they are at prefent. The hap- 
py effects of the word have never before been fo appa- 
rent. True Chriftians, who are f{cattered in one place 
and another, appear to have had frefh anointings of the 
Spirit, and to have been, in an uncommon manner, 
ftirred up to pray for themfelves and the profperity of 
Zion; and h&ve determined to form themfelves, in 
places where they had not done it before, into difting 
churches, for the celebration of the divine ordinances. 
Sinners have been awakened and apparently converted 
‘to God. The great inquiry, ‘‘ What muft we do to be 
*« faved?” appears to be moft happily {preading. The 
fuccefs of the miffions, in none of the preceding years, 
has appeared fo great as in the two laft; nor the prof- 
pects of their effential fervice to the fouls of men, and, 
to the general welfare of the country, fo very flattering. 
The Truftees are exceedingly animated by the profpects 
which prefent themfelves. Their conviction of the im- 
portance and utility of the miffions, efpecially at the 
prefent time, is daily increafing. In the happy effects 
of them they feel themfelves amply compentated for 
whatever labours or expente of time they are called to 
employ in the affairs of their appointment. 

In thefe views and feelings, they cannot perfuade them- 
felves to clofe this addrefs without obferving, that God 
appears to be doing wonderful things for Zion in various 
parts of the world. Though fome of the nations of Eu- 
rope have almoft wholly renounced Chriftianity, and al- 
though infidelity has of late been peculiarly bold and 
daring, yet God is manifefting that his word fhall ftand 
frm, and that the gates of Hell fhall not be fuffered to 
prevail againi{t his ‘church. During the laft, and the 
preceding year, the Holy Spirit has been poured out, 
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in copious effufions, on many places, and there has been 
a more general revival of religion than has been known 
in this country for upwards of half a century. From 
the ftatement already made it appears, that this glori- 
ous work has not been limited to New-England, but 
has extended to many places in the new {fettlements, 
and there are pleafing profpects of its ftill further fpread- 
ing. This circumftance, it is prefumed, will operate as 
an additional motive to augment the contributions the 
enfuing {pring; that thofe who now, in a very peculiar 
manner, feel the importance of religious inftruction 
may be furnifhed with the means of obtaining that 
which they fo ardently with. 

And while God 1s thus remarkably pouring out his 
Spirit on the people of this country, it is a circumftance 
to be noticed with grateful praife to the great Head of 
the Church, that the endeavours of the friends of Zion in 
Europe have been crowned with fingular fuccefs. Mif- 
fionaries have been fent to the unenlightened inhabit- 
ants of Africa, the Eaft-Indies, and the Iflands in the 
South Seas. Thefe Miffionaries have been favourably 
received, and there are {trong grounds to hope that 
God, in fulfilment of ancient prophecies, is about to 
sive to his Son the Heathen for his inheritance, and the 
uttermoft parts of the earth for his poffeffion. 

The Truftees conceive nothing can be more animat- 
ing to the exertions and prayers of good people, than 
thefe appearances that the fet time to favour Zion is 
commencing; that God is about to build her up and 
appear in his glory. Can any thing be more defirable os 
honourable than to be co-workers with him? Firft in 
charity, 1n prayers, and in exertions in carrying into 
execution fuch benevolent and glorious defigns !_ What 
happinefs muft it afford the pious and benevolent, by 
means of their charitable contributions, to be preach- 
ing the gofpel, gathering regular churches, adminifter- 
ing the facraments, diftributing books of piety and in- 
ftruction, diffufing Chriftian knowledge, and promoting 
domettic, civil, and religious order and happinefs among 
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ithe inhabitants, who are {pread over a tract of country 
nearly as extenfive as all New-England!—To be glad- 
dening the hearts of multitudes of fellow chriftians, in the 
wildernefs, with the joyful tidings of falvation, and to 
be opening the door of faith and hope to the perifhing 
pagans of America !—To be the means of preferving the 
knowledge and reverence of the fcriptures, of the fanc- 
tification of the Sabbath, and the afcending of the in- 
cenfe of prayer and praife from thoufahds of families, 
with a fragrance more {weet and acceptable to the throne 
of Heaven, than that of the morning and evening {a- 
crifice, where otherwife the fcriptures, the Sabbath, de- 
votion, and the Saviour would be either difregarded or 
unknown! Were it poffible for the people of the State 
to conceive what joy and gratitude have been excited, 
and what abundance of thankigiving and prayers have 
been offered to the Moft High, in confequence of their 
paft charitable affiftance, their very hearts would cer- 
tainly be moved. While they reflect that the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, though he was rich, for their fakes became 
poor ; while they experience the {weetnefs of his love, 
and hope, through his poverty, to be made rich, it will 
not fail {till further to excite their liberality in promoting 


the divine purpofes for which he fuffered and died. It — 


will not efcape their reflection, that the widow’s mite, 
and the cup of cold water given to fuch as belong to 
Chrift, will be brought into remembrance, and be re- 
warded in the prefence of the affembled univerfe: That 
when the judge thall fay unto his people, “* Come, ye 
‘* blefled of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
‘for you,” he will proclaim, “ Verily, inafmuch as 
** ye have done it unto one of the leaft of thefe my 
‘‘ brethren, ye have done it unto me.” In thetfe am- 
mating profpeéts, it is prefumed that their contributions 
will be liberal, in fome happy meafure proportionate to 
the great and benevolent objects in contemplation. 
Finally, while they folicit the charity of their brethren, 
the Truftees intreat them, with their alms, to unite their 
moft fervent prayers for the divine fmiles on all the 
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Miffionary Societies in Europe and America; and efpe.- 
cially, as the harveft in this country is great, beyond all 
former precedent, that God would grant the plentiful 
effusions of his Spirit on all our churches, colleges and 
{chools, and gractoufly qualify and fend forth labourers 
into his harveft. 
Joun TREADWELL, Chairman. 
Paffed by the Board of Truftees, Fan. 15, 1800. 
Teft, Asf: Friint, Secretary. 





A Statement of the Funds of the Mifionary Soctety of 


Connecticut, 
D The Missionary Society of Connedticut in Account C 
“ Current with Andrew Kingsbury as their Treasurer. _ 
To amount of dis- Ai oe By amount of contri-? bv. c. 
bursements by or- 982 6 butions 2018 2¢ 
der of the Trustees 3 By amount of dona- 
1108 63 


bbe oo now 7 2243 82 tions, &c. 
an 








Dolls. 3126 88 
Dolls. 3126 88 








By balance of above ac- t rae we 

count posi, Peni 

Joun Porter, Auditor A. Kinespury, Treasurer 
to the Missionary Society. to sard society. 


Hartford, Fan, 20; 1800. 


In addition to the difburfernents already made by the 
Truftees, there is due to the Miffionaries now engaged, 
for their fervices to the prefent time, about 300 dollars; 
and before the time of the next contribution, there 
will be wanted, to pay Miffionaries and other demands 
againft the Society, the further fum of about 800 dollars. 

The Truftees, at their meeting in May laft, directed 
the Treafurer to loan, on good fecurity, the money be- 
longing to the Society, being careful todo it on fuch 
terms as to be able to anfwer the demands which may 
be made, from time to time, upon the Society. 
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At the fame time the Truftees voted, That fubfcrip- 
tion books fhould be opened at the Treafurer’s office, 
and in each county town in the State, under the di- 
reCtion of fuch perfons as the Treafurer fhould appoint, 
to give opportunity to thofe who may be difpofed to 
fubfcribe to the funds of the Society, defignating whe- 
ther the money fubfcribed is to be appropriated at the 
difcretion of the Trutftees, or to go to the eftablifhment 
of a fund, the intereft of which only to be thus appro- 
priated. | 

In conformity to this vote, the following perfons are 
appointed, and furnifhed with fubfcription books, viz. 
Mr. Jeremiah Atwater, merchant, New-Haven; Capt. 
Richard Douglafs, New-London; Dr. Jofhua Lathrop, 
Norwich; David Burr, Efg. Fairfield; Hon. Jofeph 
P. Cooke, Efq. Danbury; Jabez Clark, Efg. Wind- 
ham; Colonel Benjamin Talmadge, Litchfield; Mat- 
thew T. Ruffell, Efq. Middletown; Dr. Smith Clark, 
Haddam; Ephraim Grant, jun. Efg. Tolland. 

To this ftatement of the funds of the Society, the 
Truftees further add, that the Rev. Dr. Trumbull has 
given to the Society, the copy right of his volume of fer- 
mons upon Divine Revelation, and direéted 50 copies 
of the fame to be diftributed among the new fettlements. 
Ninety dollars, arifing from the fale of this book, have 
been already paid into the Treafury. He has alfo given 
120 copies of Dr, Watts’s Divine Songs for Children, 
and 30 copies of the Affembly’s Catechifm, with the 
proofs, to be given by the Miffionaries to the people 
of the new fettlements. 

The compilers of the Hartford Selection of Hymns 
have likewife bound themfelves to pay to the Society, 
four cents for each copy of the prefent edition of the 
Hymns, as faft as they fhall be fold, and they have al- 
ready paid intothe Treafury 80 Dollars, arifing from 
the fale of the books to January 1, 1800. 
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184. Mifionary Intelligence. 


At a Meeting of the Trufiees of the Miffionary Society of 
Conneéticut, at Hartford, January 15, 1800. 


ACCEPTED the Report of aCommittee appointed 
to prepare an addrefs to the people of the State,.and a 
Narrative on the fubject of miffions; and voted, That 
the fame be figned by the Chairman, and counterfigned 
by the Secretary ; and that 900 copies be printed, to- 
gether with the Conftitution of the Society, and a ftate- 
ment of its funds. 

Voted, That three copies be fent to each parifh in 
the State, and that one copy be prefented to each mem- 
ber of the Legiflature, at their next feffion, and one copy 
to each member of the Miffionary Society of Connec- 
ticut, at their next feffioa: And alfo, that:the Secretary 
tran{fmit copies to the feveral Miffionary Societies in 
America and Europe. 


Atteft, ABEL FLINT, See’ry. 





SINCE the late meeting of the Truftees of the 
Miffionary Society of Connecticut, at which time the 
preceding Narrative, &c. was prepared for the prefs, 
letters have been received by the Secretary, addreffed 
to the Truftees, and through them to the Clergy and 
people of Conne¢ticut, from the inhabitants of feve- 
ral towns in the new fettlements in the weftern coun- 
ties of the State of New-York; the following extracts 
from which he has thought it his duty to publifh. 


No. 1. 


Extra& of a Letter from fundry Inhabitants of Middle 
town, Ontario County, dated Nov. 5, 1799. 


‘¢ WE feel it to be not only our duty, but alfo our 
defire, and we believe we exprefs, however feebly, the 
real fentiments of many pious people, and new con- 
verts to Chriftianity, who, by the providence of Al- 
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mighty God, have been led to inhabit thefe fo lately 
favage wilds, when we affectionately prefent to the 
Truftees of the Miffionary Society of Connecticut, a 
tribute of gratitude for the kind and gofpel miffion they 
have, this feafon, {o pioufly and benevolently appointed 
to the new fettlements in the northern and weftern parts 
of the United States. Nor are we unmindful of our 
brethren in general, who have fo benevolently contri- 
buted to defray the expentes of this miffion. By a bleff- 
ing on their induftry, and a more abundant enjoyment 
of gofpel peace, may they realize, that giving to the 
poor is lending to the Lord. 

“We hope you will join with usin giving thanks to 
the Lord our God, that we are led to rejoice, in a cha- 
ritable belief, that in the courfe of a few months, it hath 
pleafed the Lord, through the inftrumentality of yours 
and Jefus’ Miffionaries, and by a merciful effufion of 
his divine f{pirit, to make the wildernefs to bud and blof- 
fom as the rofe, to proclaim liberty to the captive, and 
to give reft to the weary and heavy laden; fo that our 
country has become vocal with the high praifes of our 
God. 

‘¢ From the rapid fettlement of this country, a rapi- 
dity, we believe, {carcely equalled by your conceptions, 
there are many towns,and places among us entirely. def- 
titute of the preaching of the gofpel, or but very parti- 

ally fupplied; a confiveration of this may fuggeft many Lat 
forrows to your pious hearts. The harveft is great, but 
the labourers are few: Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the 
harveft, that he would fend fetts labourers into the harvef. 
Brethren, pray for us; and let our prayers, for the prot- 
perity of Zion; unitedly afcend to the father of our 
{pirits, from whom cometh down every good and perfect 
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No. 2. 


Extra&i of a Letter from the Trujftees of the firft Society 
in Scipio, dated December 26, 1799. 


‘“ BELOVED FRIENDS AND BRETHREN, 

‘WE return you our moft fincere and unfeigned 
thanks for the love and generofity you have, for years 
paft, fhewn us in thefe weftern frontiers, by fending 
faithful and worthy MiM™ionaries to publifh the glad 
tidings of falvation in this once folitary wildernefs, and 
that you ftill are making provition to continue fuch a 
glorious bleffing to us unworthy creatures. May Hea- 
ven’s bleffing reft upon you while you are making fuch 
slorious attempts to advance Chrift’s kingdom and in- 
tereft inthefe new plantations. 

“© We have the greateft reafon to blefs God, that he 
has put it into the hearts of Chriftians, in one part and 
another of America, to fend Miffionaries among us. 


We feel ourfelves in duty bound, to pray for abfent 


Chriftian friends, as we wifh them to pray for us, that 
God would unite us together in the moft holy faith, and 
in his own time and way fend usa paftor after his own 
heart, to lead and inftruct us in the way of our duty. 
We can with pleafure inform you, that focieties and 
churches are formed and forming among us; and we 
are happy to inform you that there 1s fuch a union 
among us, that we have put ourfelves in a way to raife a 
falary. to fupport a minifter, when God fhall fee fit to 
favour uswith one. And now, Gear friends and brethren, 
we afk your affiftance, both by prayer and othermeans, 
that our requeft may be granted, not only in fending a 
minifter to us, but in fending many labourers into this 
part of the vineyard.” 


No. 3. 


Extra& of a Letter from the Trufiees of tehe Town of 
Litchfield, in Herkemer County, dated Jan. 13, 1800. 


‘¢ We return you our fincere thanks for the Miffion- 
aries you have fent among us this year and the years 
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aft, by whofe inftrumentality churches have been ef- 
tablifhed, the wandering reclaimed, and many, we truft, 
have been induced to comply with gofpel terms. Thofe 
who contribute, are likewife deterving of our higheft 
gratitude, together with all thofe who exert themfelves 
tor the good of our fouls and the fouls of our children. 
We havea church eftablifhed in this place, and have 
made exertions to obtain a paftor, but have proved un- 
fuccefsful. We earneftly defire that you would affift 
us in this matter, and help us to one, if in your power. 
May the Lord blefs you and your feed forever, and 
grant that you and we may unite in prayer to the Al- 
mighty God, that he would fend forth labourers into 
his vineyard,” 

No. 4. 

Extra& of a Letter from the Rev, Aaron Kinne, Miffionary 

to the New Settlements weft of Lake Champlain, dated 

December 19, 1799. | 


“ Hitherto Mr. Dana and I have been refpectfully 
and kindly received, and laboured, I hope, not wholly 
in vain. ‘The Miffionary Society of Connecticut meets 
with univerfal approbation, and the exertions of it ex- 
cite univerfal gratitude. In the purfuit of our great de. 
fizn, 1 truft we are and fhall be aided by the ferven 
fupplications of all the friends of Zion.” 











Extra from the printed Minutes of the A&ts and Pro- 
ceedings of the General Affembly of the Prefbyterian 
Church in the United States of America, May 16, 1799. 


HE Committee appointed to meet committees 

from the Reformed Dutch Church, and the Af: 
fociate Reformed Churches, made their report, which 
was read, and is as follows: 

* The Committee appointed to prepare the draught 
of a plan for correfpondence and intercourte between 
the churches under the fuperintendance of the General 
Aflembly of the Prefbyterian Church in the United 
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States of America; the General Synod of the Reformed 
Dutch Church; and the Synod of the Affociate Re- 
formed Church, bey leave to report, 

‘¢ That, from confiderations of propriety and expedi- 
ency, it is to be received as the bafis of the plan, that 
the feveral ecclefiaftical bodies or judicatories concerned, 
are to remain and be pretferved entirely feparate and in- 
dependent—That, confiftently with this fundamental 
sia gp the three following kinds or degrees of inter- 
courfe appear to be practicable, and ought to be re- 
commended, viz. 

“© 7, The communion of particular churches. 

“© 2. The friendly interchange of minifterial fervices. 

“¢ 2. A correfpondence of the feveral judicatories of 
the conferring churches. 

‘© +, The communion of particular churches. 

«¢ Any member, in communion with: any church 
concerned in this conference, may be received to occa- 
fional communion tn any other church thus concerned, 
on producing to the proper church officers to whom ap- 
plication may be made, {fufficient teftimonials of a good 
and regular ftanding in the church with which he is 
{tatedly connected; provided, but not otherwife, that 
the church officers to whom this application fhall be 
made, fhall judge that the circumftances of the church 
of which they have the overfight render it expedient, 
and for mutual edification, to admit the applicant to 
occafional communion with them. 

‘¢ Perfons under cenfure or procefs of cenfure, in any 
particular church concerned in this agreement, fhall not 
be received to occafional or ftated communion in any 
other church fo concerned while fuch cenfure remains, 
or fuch precefs 1s unfinifhed. 

‘* But, on the other hand, when any member in one 
of the faid churches defires to connect himfelf with ano- 
ther, he fhall not bs refufed a certificate of his good 
{tanding, when {uch ftanding ts really good, nor {hall 
it be e{teerned diforderly or unkind forthe church to 
which he may prefent faid certificate to receive him. 
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“9. The friendly interchange of minifterial fervices. 

“Tt fhall be permitted to the competent church of- 
ficers in any congregation fettled, or vacant, under the 
care of the conferring judicatories, to invite any minif- 
ter who is in good ftanding with any of faid judicatortes, 
to preach in the pulpit of fuch congregations, if they 
fhall judge it to be expedient. But here, as in the for- 
mer cafe, it fhall be entirely optional, to give or with- 
hold fuch invitation; nor fhall it be efteemed offenfive 
or unkind, if the invitation be forborne. 

‘In cafes where the people refiding within the limits 
fuitable to a congregation fhall be compofed of mem- 
bers from two, or from all of the conferring churches, it 
fhall be recommended to the people, thus circumftanc- 
ed to call, and to caufe to be fettled among them, a 
regular licentiate or minifter, in any of faid churches, 
as the majority fhall, by vote, determine, and that fuch 
licentiate or minifter, when thus fettled, fhail attach 
himfelf to the judicatories of that church to which the 
majority fo calling him did belong, unlefs faid majority 
fhall freely confent that the minifter called do choofe 
the yudicatory with which he will be connected ; 1n which 
cafe the minifter may, without any offence, make his 
choice among the judicatories of any of the churches 
conferring. And where there are any congregations or 
bodies of people in tuch fituation, that they cannot ob- 
tain adequate fupplies of minifterial fervice from that 
particular church to which they or a majority of them 
belong, it may, and fhall be lawful for them to make re- 
gular applications for fupplies to any of the other judi- 
catories concerned in this conference. 

‘“¢ 3. A correfpondence of the feveral judicatories of 
the conferring churches. 

“* Any judicatory of the conferring churches may in- 
vite the regular members of any other judicatory con- 
cerned in this agreement, to fit as corretponding mem- 
bers, whenever it may be judged expedient foto do. 
But here, as in the former cates, a neglect to invite fhall 
not be confidered as ‘offenfive, in as much as each judi- 
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catory muft always be beft able to judge whether fucha 
meature be expedient. 

‘© Tt is moreover recommended, that delegates be ap. 
pointed, by the General Affembly, by the Genera] 
Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church,and by the Af 
fociate Reformed Synod, to fit in thefe judicatories re- 
{pectively, with the privilege of deliberating on all fub- 


jects that may come before them, and alfo of voting on 


all queftions which the members of the judicatory in 
which they fit fhali deem conftitutional, but without 
power to vote on any quettion of this defcription; pro- 
vided, neverthelefs, that the number of fuch delegates 
fhall never exceed three, unlefs, by a future agreement, 
this number be increafed, 

‘It is further recommended, that the churches con- 
ferring mutually, watch over each other’s purity in doc- 
trine, difcipline, and manners, and be ready to receive 
complaints again{t any of their minifters or members, 
upon thefe fubjects; which complaints may be preferred 
and profecuted, either by individuals in theirawn name 
cum periculo, or by a jucicatory, which fhall communi- 
cate the neceflary information to the judicatory to which 
the offender is fubjeét, in which latter cafeit fhall be 
taken up asa fama clamofa, and profecuted by faid ju- 
dicatory, and the whole proceedings thereon fhall be 
tran{mitted to the informing body for their fatisfa€tion. 

‘¢ Tt is underftood, that certificates or recommenda- 
tions fhall be efteemed authentic and fufficient, where 
they are made agreeably to the rules of that church by 
which the ey are granted. 

“ Ttisalfo anderftood, that all congregations, in mak- 

ing applications for fpplies, fhall obtain leave for fo 
doing from the judicatory.to which they ftatedly and 
reoularly belong—and that in making application, 
whether for fupplies or for the fettlement of a minifter, 

they {hall conform to the rules of that judicatory to 
which the application {hall be made. 

Ordered, That a copy of the proceedings of this con- 
vention, authenticated by the Moderator and Clerk, be 
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tranfinitted to each of the fupreme judiatories of the 
churches concerned. . 
Concluded with prayer. 


JOHN RODGERS, Moderator. 
JOHN M. MASON, Cverk. 


After mature deliberation, the plan reported by the 
committee ‘‘ for correfpondence and friendly intercourfe 
between the above mentioned churches,” was unani- 
moufly approved : 

Whereupon, refolved, that this Affem bly do ap- 
point three delegates to attend the Synod of the Dutch 
Reformed church, and three other delegates to attend 
the General Synod of the Affociate Reformed churches, 
agreeably to what is propofed in the plan above report- 
ed; or to meet the Committees of thofe churches, or 
of shen of them, in a new convention, provided that 
thofe churches refpectively accept and ratify faid plan, 
and alfo appoint delegates to attend the General Af- 
fembly of this church; or provided they, or either of 
them, appoint Commiffioners, to meet in a new Con- 
vention. Dr. John M‘Knight, Dr. John Woodhull, 
and the Rey. Jonas Coe, were appointed delegates to 
the Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church. Dr. John 
King, Rev. Andrew Hunter, and Rev. Jofeph Clark, 
were appointed to meet the General Synod of the Re- 
formed Affociate Churches—they were ordered to fulfil 
their refpective appointments, by meeting the above 
named Synods, at their firft Seffions, after they fhall have 
regularly given notice to the next General Affembly, or 
to the Moderator of this General Affembly, that they 
have adopted faid plan. And in cafe the Synods, or ei- 
ther-of them, do not adopt the above mentioned plan, 
but propofe a new convention, then the whole number 
were ordered to attend fuch convention. 

Ordered, That the ftated Clerk tranfmit to the Sy- 
nod of the Dutch Reformed, and Affociate Reformed 
Churches, a certified copy of this minute. 
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A brief Account of a Revival of Religion in feveral 


Towns of Handcock County, in the Diftriét of Maine. 


N the year 1798, in the month of April, the influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirtt began to be remarkably 

vilible at Penobicot, among the people who dtvended 
the miniflry of the Rev. Jonathan Powers. At firft, 
only two or three pertons feemed to be awakened; 
foon, however, the public meetings in that place were 
crowded by thofe who heard the word with great fo- 
lemnity and concern, and the fubyects of conviction 
were greatly multiphed. A.weekly conference was ap- 
pointed among the youth, which has continued ever 
fince. The Church alfo, if the tree may be known by 
its fruit, enjoyed abundant refrefhment, and appeared 
“ to have been watered from a full cloud.” The dif- 
plays of fovereign grace, in gathering the chofen feed, 
were: truly great and glorious in this day of Chrift’s 
power. T he moft glorious feafon of thefe {piritual effu- 
fions continued about four months; but the work of 
conviction and converfion was manifeft, in different: de- 
grees, a long time after: About forty perfons in that 
place, have, under this glorious influence, become the 
vifible fubjects ot regenerating grace; thirty-fix of thefe 
have made a public “profeffion of religion. 

In the month of June the town “of Mount Defert 
was.favoured with the fame exhibitions of mercy, which 
have continued there, in fome meature, to the prefent 
time. ‘The attention to the means of grace occationally 

enjoyed there, Was folemn and very general: but many, 
{ays Chrift, will feek to enter in, but fhall not be able. 
Upwards of forty perfons in that town appear to have 
been the tubjects of this happy energy: thefe, to the 
number of forty-two, have publicly entered into com- 

nunton with the vilible church of Chrift. This =" 
is deftitute of the ftate] preaching of the gofpel, but th 
occafional labours of the Rev. Peter Powers, and of the 
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Rev. Abraham Cummings, appear to have been bleffed 


as inftrumental m the glorious work. 

In the month of November the Lord took his own 
fovereign method of introducing the difplays of his 
grace among the people of the Rev: Peter Powers, at 
Deer Ifle. A certain young woman, impreffed with a 
fenfe of her fin and mifery, vifited at Mount Defert, 
where the effufions of the fpirit were then fo vifible.— 
She there obtained light and peace, and immediately 
returned to Deer Ifle, but could not refrain from {peak- 
ing of the things which fhe had feen and heard. Her 
language to her friends, like that of the woman of Sa- 
maria, was attended with invincible power. Numbers 
were {oon awakened in that vicinity; and appeared to 
be earneftly preffing into the kingdom of God. The 
glorious doctrines of divine fovereignty and juftice were 
moft folemnly impreffed upon their minds. They clearly 
faw their ftanding in relation to thefe attributes of the 
Deity, and foon obtained abundant peace in contem- 
plating the beauty of Chrift’s character, his all-fuffi- 
ciency and love. The errors of deifm and of univerfal- 
ifm, in fome inftances, vanifh before this glorious light ; 
and fome inftances of the worft characters, as well as 
fome of thofe outwardly the beft, experience alike the 
powerful operation of the divine Spirit. More than 
fifty perfons in this happy feafon obtained a hope of di- 
vine favour; fifty-ong have become vifible profeffors ; 
“ but the Lord knoweth them that are his.” 

Cotemporary with this operation at Deer Ifle, was 
the happy revival at Sedgwick, accompanying thedabours 
of the Rev. Daniel Merrill. ‘The bleffed Spirit of God 
has been glorioufly preient there; both to kill and to 
make alive. From the beginning of December, for a 
confiderable time, there was not a week, if a day, but 
fome were vifibly flain by the law, and others made 
alive by Chrift. During one weck in January, 1799, 
it was hoped that about twenty fouls were made free by 
the fun of righteouinefs. Perfons of all ages, from fe- 
venty years old and ynder, have very frequently come 
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fix; feven, and eight miles on foot, or upon fleds, to ats 
tend an evening lecture. More than an hundred pers 
fons in that town have obtained a hope of regenerating 
grace. Seventy-two have been publicly admitted into 
the vifible church, and fome encouraging appearances 
of further difplays of mercy {till continue among them. 

In the month of January, 1799, the town of Bluehill 
began to be remarkably favoured with this divine influ- 
ence, under the miniftry of the Rev. Jonathan Fither. 
The work prevailed through the winter and {pring, but 
was in the zenith of its elory « during the months of April 
and May. It has been moft powerful with middle-aged 
perfons; ard the larger proportion of happy fubjects 
are among thofe who before maintained an externally 
honeft and civil deportment. -As many as feventy pro- 
fefs to have obtained a hope of an intereft in Chrift 
during this happy feafon of mercy. Of thefe, near fixty 
continue to give evidence to others of having pafled 


_ from death to life, in a fpiritual fenfe. Fifty-three have 


become communicants at the Lord’s table. Happy 
they who fhall have part in his marriage {upper in the 
kingdom of glory. 

In the courfe of the laft fummer (1799), the labours 
of Mr. Downs, at Eden were alfo connected with the 
remarkable influence of the divine Spirit. The preach- 
ing of the word was attended with great and general {o- 
lemnity. As many as thirty in that place have, in this 
happy feafon, vifibly experienced the glorious ‘change 
from nature’s darknefs to God’s marvellous light. 

When the Lord turneth back the captivity of his 
people, Jacob fhall rejoice and Hrael fhall be glad. May 
he, with whom ts the refidue of the Spirit, céntinue 
to pour waters upon him who ts thirfty, and floods upon | 


the dry ground, till the whole earth be filled with his 
glory ! 


January 5, 1800. 
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An Account of the Religious Revival at Hackinfack and 
Schraalenburgh, communicated by the Rev. Mr. Fre- 
leigh, ina Letter to the Puoltfher. 

> Schraalenburgh, March 17, 1800. 
SIR, 


“¢ AS the feveral accounts of awakenings, and the re- 
vival of religion, in various parts of our country, con- 
tained in your firft number, are perufed amongft us 
with vifible adyantage, I feel myfelf prompted to tranf- 
mit to youa detail of the furprizing work of the divine 
Spirit in the congregation under my care, which 1s’of fe- 
veral years continuance. ‘Thirteen years ago, when I 
became paftor of thefe congregations, I found religion 
among them in a very low ebb; nothing appeared the 
leaft encouraging but a difpofition to attend on the or- 
dinances: family worfhip had nearly become extinét. In 
my public adminiftration, though I fometimes felt 
confiderably animated, I feldom obferved evidences of 
impreffion in any of my auditory; the young: people 
were generally addicted to exceffive levity, and the flaves 
exceedingly vicious: this was the deplorable ftate of my 
flock for a feries of years, and my foyl was bowed down 
within me; I went mourning without the fun. But the 
firft featon that the epidemic prevailed in Philadelphia, 
[ preached on a faft day, from Pialm Ixxvi. 11, 12. 
This was the beginning of a glorious work of conver- 
fion among the people of my charge; the whole audi- 
tory appeared to be much affected, and tears flowed 
abundantly. After this, little more than confiderable 
Impreffion during the entuing feafon was obferved, until 
the enfuing winter, when a univerfal awakening broke 
out in almoft every quarter of the congregations; it 
affected perfons of every rank and age, from 50 years 
and upwards down to i2, and a confiderable number 
of black people. A rent took place in the congregations. 
Of thofe families who adhered to me, there were few in 
which fome were not found under ferious convictions ; 
many deeply wounded by the arrows of the Almighty ; 
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others praifing God for the comfort they had received, 
This fituation of affairs created much labour for me; I 
was neceflarily engaged almoft night and day; I was 
obliged’to preach and lecture often, from fix to nine 


‘times in one week; my general fubject was the new 


birth ; and numbers, both white and black, prepared for 


church member-worfhip. Inthe {pace of nine months, I 


admitted nearly 200 communicants, and baptifed a large 
number of black people. Prayer meetings were fet up, 
and have continued ever fince: of thofe there are three 
kinds, viz. the heads of families, the young people, and 
the blacks. Since that period, the practice of true god- 
linefs appears to be ina defirable {tate ; we have had few 
apoftacies, and new cafes occur almoft every Sabbath. 
The work appears to be folid and Ed sag without any 
{parks of enthufiaftic wild-fire. We frequently have a 
melting feafon under preaching on the Lord’s day, efpe- 
cially on facramental occafions, when the Lord’s fupper 
is generally adminiftered to between twoand three hun- 
dred perfons, which, though not an over large number 


‘Ina city, yet, inacountry congregation, much Jarger than 


ufual. Since the firft commencement. of thefe awaken- 
ings, 1 have admitted between two and three hundred 


to church-memberfhip in my two Congregations; the 


generality exhibit fatisfactory evidences of a real change,” 





Extract of a Letter from a re[pectable Clergyman in Bof- 
ton, dated April 23, 1800. 


DEAR SIR, 


“7 HAVE lately perufed your firft number of the 
Miffionary- Magazine, am much pleafed with the plan, 
and with the execution.—The intelligence muft appear 
interefting to all the rea/ friends of C| rift, 

The accourit from the Ohio, and the weftern lakes, 
has revived the hégrts of many among us. Jt may be 
faid of DIPS» (at leaft many parts) Hail thou that 
art highly favoured! God is doing great things for us. 
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In a number of towns, about twenty miles fouth of 
this, there has been, for fome time paft, a moft glorious 
work of reformation, particularly in Randolph, Abing- 
ton, part of Bridgewater, Weymouth, and a corner of 
Stoten. *It has taken in its progrefs every age and de- 
{criptions A very confiderable proportion, however, 
are youth and children. , 

In the beginning of March laft, I had the happinefs 
to vifit and preach in feveral of the places above-men- 
tioned.. The attention was very folemn and affecting. 
I believe, that in many of thofe places, for mrany weeks 
together, they had meetings nearly every day or evening. 

I would proceed in detail, but I prefume you will be 
furnifhed with a more interefting and particular account 
than is in my power to give you. 

There is alfo a very great revival in Rowley, and J 
underftand it is extending into fome other parifhes.— 


May the Lord fpread it far and wide,” 





Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Aaron Woolworth, 
dated Bridgehampton, March 22, 1800. 


«¢ THE fertoufnefs among my people has much in- 
creafed fince I wrote you—and alfo at Eaft-Hampton.” 





ON VISITING. 


From the EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE. 


T 1s to be lamented, that though we live in a day 
when the gofpel fun fhines with {uch glorious luftre, 

yet our hearts are little warmed and animated by it! 
Profeflors of the gofpel often meet and vifit each other, 
but there is little faid or done for theeglory of their 
Matter. The cares of the world, the politics of the 
day, or the circumftances of the family, form the gene- 
ral topics of converfation; while fhere is little time left 
for thofe more important things that relate to God and 
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their immortal fouls, A word of advice, therefore, on 
this fubject, I hope, will be both feafonable and profit- 
able. 

In all our focial interviews let 1t be remembered, that 
we fhould have each other's welfare at heart. Many 
vifit for the fake of, gaining temporal good inftead of 
imparting what is {piritual ; but our chief object fhould 
be the improvement of the mind. In this way a Chrif- 
tian may get good and do good; but it is painful to fee, 
in fome profeffors, nothing but levity and noife. Many 
always carry with them a long ftring of foolifh and {can- 
dalous anecdotes, to excite the laughter or malevolence 
of the company; while others have nothing to fay ex- 
cept it be about themfelves, what they have faid, and 
how much they have done!—But have Chriftians no 
better fubjedts than thefe to difcourfe of? Surely, they 
of all men ought to be the moft heavenly, the moft con- 
fiftent, and the moft /vd/ime in their convérfation. The 
a{tonifhing events tn providence, and the delightful 
truths of revelation, would afford them ample field for 
the moft animating and profitable converfations. In 
fome companiesa text of {cripture propofed for difcuf- 
fion would be beneficial; in others, a plain gofpel truth 
brought forward and improved; and in moft, if not all, 
prayer and praife fhould be attended to. “ When vifits 
are kept upin this manner, they relemble alittle heaven 
upon earth, and are far more profitable than the un- 
meaning chit- chat, or that defultory talk which fo much 
prevails when we vifit each other. 

Minifters of the gofpel fhould be very circum{pect 
and {piritua] at thefe times. The eyes of all are upon 
them, and their little indifcretions are more eafily. feen 
than others. They fhould, therefore, be forward in dif- 
courfing on fpiritual fubjects, and be minifers out of 
the pulpit as well asin. It is not enough for a minil- 
ter to difcourfe well publicly, but he fhould endeavour 
to communicate inftruction when in private companies ; 
and that, not only with his lips, but in his conduct. As 
the great Dr. Owen obterves, “a paftor’s life fhould be 














Remarkable Texts. 199 
yocal ; for ifa man teach uprightly, and walk crookedly, 
more will fall down in the night of his life, than be built 
up in the day of his doétrine.”’ } 

Parents, when vifiting their children, fhould difcovera 
regard for their fouls as well as their bodies ; fhould direé& 
them to their glorious Parent above, fhouid pray with 
and for them, fhould converfe with them about the beft 
things, and endeavour to draw off their attention from 
the world: this would be the moft ftriking way of fhew- 
ing affection to them, and care for them. 

Relations and acquaintance, when they meet, fhould 
beware of trifling converfation, efpecially of flander and 
backbiting, fo common in the prefent day. They 
fhould not talk of the faults of any one but to his face. 
He that is always {peaking evil of others, thinks but lit- 
tle how others are talking of him, or, at leaft, what foun- 
dation he is laying for others to do fo. 

Young people would do well when vifiting, to watch 

againft their natural vivacity, to {pend their time in 
orofitable converfations, and not in idle, frothy talk. 
ie delightful is it to fee a company of young perfons 
joining in things of a ferious nature! How amiable do 
they then appear, and how likely are fuch to be intelli- 
gent, good, and happy! How incumbent 1s it upon all, 
minifters and people, rich and poor, young and old, 
whenever they meet, to confider how much good may 
be done, and how much evil may be avoided, by being. 
watchful, fpiritual, and circumfpect! GAMMA. 


















































REMARKABLE TEXTS. 


Gen iv. 15.— The Lord fet a mark upon Cain, left any 
finding him fhould kill him. | 


§ gee words have exercifed the ingenuity and di- 
| vided the opinions of commentators. Many con- 
jectures have been offered concerning the mark the Lord 
{et on Cain; and fome of them fufficiently ridiculous. 
Some have imagined, that God impreffed a letter on 
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his forehead ; and others have been fo curious in their 
inquiries, as to pretend to tell what that letter was. 
Some have thought, that Abel’s dog was appointed to 
run before him wherever he went, to warn people not to 
kill him : others, that he had a horn fixed in his fore- 
head, toteach all men to.avoid him. Some have tma- 
gined, that the mark was a wild afpeét, and bloody 
eyes, which rolled ina terrible manner. Numbers have 
fuppofed, that he had a continual trembling; of his body, 
fo that he could hardly carry food to his mouth; a 
fancy which receives fome countenance from the Septu- 
agint tranflation, which renders the words fugitive and 
vagabond, in verle 14, Jamenting and trembling. Im- 
proving on this conceit, fome have added, that, where- 
ever he went, the earth fhook and trembled under him. 
The celebrated Le Clerc feems to think, that God or- 
dered him to wear fome diftinguifhing apparel, as a mark 
or fign upon him for his prefervation ; like the blood on 
the door-pofts of the Hebrews, or the fcarlet line in Ra- 
hab’s window. 

Shuckford gives a very eafy aad probable account of 
the matter by a little variation in the tranflation. In- 
ftead of ** The Lord fet a mark upon Cain,” he ren- 
ders it, ‘* The Lord gave a fign or token to’Cain, that 
no one fhould kill him,” z. e. to affure him that no one 
fhoyld kill him. If this be the true tranflation, as 1s 
highly probable, it fhews how liable we are to error from our 
imperfect knowledge of the original language of the Old 
Teftament, and may teach us to be modeft in our judg- 
ment concerning dificult paflages in the facred oracles. 





The following Extraéi from Dre W. L. Brown's (o/ 
Aberdeen) Appendix to the new Edttion of ** Leland’s 
View of Deiftical Writers,” contains Sentiments highly 
worthy of Attention, as being applicadle not only to the 
prefent State of Europe, but of our own Country. 

¢ EVER before did modern Europe experience a 


more dreadful concuffion—a concuffion already 
a6 4 . : "14 
productive of the greateft changes, and announcing ftill 
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oteater ‘and more numerous. For the fermentation, 
which every where agitates the minds of men, cannot. 
foon fubfide. Paffions, fo ftrongly and fo generally ex- 
cited, muft, like water which has burft every band and 
mound that contained it, {pread their inundations far 
and wide, till they at laft find their own level. Not- 
withftanding the general defire and acknowledged necef- 
‘fity of peace to all Europe, there is little probability of 
its complete reftoration, and ftill lefs of its continu- 
ance, for a feries of fucceeding years. 

The laft general ferment which Chriftendom experi- 
enced, was that which was occafioned by the reforma- 
tion. Wars and rumours‘of wars did not fubfide for 
nearly a century after they commenced. It is true that 
-all thefe commotions and calamities were ultimately 
productive of the greateft good, both to the civil and 
religious interefts of mankind. But, while human cor- 
ruption is fo deeply rooted and {fo widely fpread, it is 
hardly poffible that correétion, amendment, and final 
peace, can be obtained without great and Jafting feveri- 
ties. The ferment which now exifts is, indeed, of a 
complexion very different from that juft ftated. It is 
merely political, and ftrongly irreligious. But it is a 
great and extenfive ferment, and muft produce effects 
adequate to its force and diffufion. 

The judgments which now afflict mankind can all be 
traced back to the moft polluted fources or corruption, 
and, originating in the profligacy of the higher {tations 
of fociety, have diffuled their contagion through the 
whole focia! mafs. ‘ From the fole of the foot even to 
the head, there is no foundnefs in it; but wounds, and 
bruifes, and putrefying fores.” ‘ It is of the Lord’s mer- 
cies that we are not confumed, beeaufe his compaffions 
fail not.’ 

The love of money, ‘ the root of all evil,’ is univer- 
fally predominant. The commerctal fpirit, laudable 
indeed, and falutary when reftrained within due bounds, 
and regulated by the principles of piety and morality, 


now appears to abforb every other confideration, to pre- 
Vou. I. No. 3. 1.) | 
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need of, and of which they had abundance; givingthery 
in return nails and pieces of iron, &c. That they poffeffed 
the entire confidence of the natives, who treated them 
with the utmoft deference and refpect, having entrufted 
to their care feveral children of both fexes; but that they 
had not commenced the important part of their miniftry, 
but were endeavouring to acquire a perfect knowledge 
of their language, as a neceflary preliminary f{tep to the 
promulgation of the truths of the gofpel. I cannot take 
upon me to aflert from recollection, that he actually vi- 
fited the ifland of Otaheite, or that his itatement of the 
number of Miffonartes at the 1flands was from the ac- 
counts he received at Tongataboo alone. I likewile un- 
derftood that two of thofe people, whom he had brought 
on from New-Zealand, by their particular requeft, were 
left at one of the iflands, I believe it to be Tongataboo. 

I think we may venture to date the time of his being 
at the iflands, fometime in the month of O¢tober, 1797, 
which will allow a fufficient time fora fhort detention at 
the Sandwich Iflands, where he {topped to obtain yams 
and other refrefhments, and proceeded dire&t to Ma> 
nilla. 

At the time of my receiving this information from 
Mr. Garden, my unfortunate detention at Manilla, 
with the very diftant profpect of feeing this country, 
tendered it very improbable that I fhould be able to 
give any information to the friends of the Miffionary So- 
ciety, or I would have obtained the time of his vifiting 
thofe iflands, with a fatisfactory detail of the Mifion- 
aries, as far as his information tended on this fubjeét. 
But happy in being able to give the fmalleft information 
to thofe benevolent minds who are earneft for the ex- 
tenfion of Chrift’s kingdom among the innumerable in- 
habitants of the Pacific Ocean, I conclude with my 
moft fincere prayer, that God, the Father of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, will acknowledge the work, and grant his 
peculiar bleffing to attend. on all his faithtul minifters, 
and make them inftruments in his hands of calling the 
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Gentiles out of darknefs into his marvellous hght, by 
theyredemption fet forth in Chrift Jetus our Lord. 
Yours fincerely, 


Mr. J. Rate. DANIEL PAINS. 


The American fuow appears to have been at Tongata- 
boo about two months after the Duff’s departure ; and 
the circumftance of touching at the above ifland affords 
this confolation, in addition to the pleafure of hearing 
of the Miffionaries, that there can now remain no doubt 
as to their perfonal fafety. 





PARLEY tHe PORTER. dn Allegory. 


rENHERE was once a certain gentleman who had a 

houfe or caftle, fituated in “this midit of a creat 
wildernefs, but ached i in a garden. Now, there was 
a band of robbers in the wildernefs, who had a great 
mind to plunder and deftroy the caftle, but they had 


.. not fucceeded in their endeavours, becaufe the mafter 


d given ftrict orders to ** watch without ceafing.’ To 
quicken their vigilance, he ufed to tell them that their 
care would foon have an end; that though the nights 
they had to watch were dark and ftormy, yet they were 


but few; the period of refiftance was fhort, that of reft, 


eternal, 
The robbers, however, attacked the caftle in various 
ways. [hey tried at every avenue; watched to take 
advantage of every carelefs moment ; Jooked for an open 
door, or a negle¢ted window. But though they often 
made the bolts fhake, and the windows rattle , they could 
never greatly hurt the houfe, much leis Bet into it. 
Do you know the reafon? It was, becaufe the fervants 
were never off their guard. They heard the noifes plain 
enough, and uted tobe not a little frightened, for they 
were aware both of the ftrength and perfeverance of the 
enemy. But what feemed rather odd to fome of thefe 
lervants, the gentleman ufed to tell them, that while 
they continued to be afraid, they would be fefe; and it 
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{cribe the moft extenfive gain as the meafure of publis 
interefl, to extinguifh the genuine love of country, and 
to eradicate all fente. of national honour. ‘Fhe mafcu- 
line, elevated,and wife fentiments, of our anceftors, feem 
to have given place to afordid.defire, and an ionoble ve- 
neration Y of wealth, to an intemperate love of pleafure, 
to wafting luxury, and to all the frivolity and effemi- 
nacy of a luxurious and opulent age. Diffipation and 
profanity are no Jonger confined to the higher ranks, 
where they long retided, but have defcended to. the 
lower, aggravated by all that coarfenefs of excefs which 
always accompanies. a mean education. Among them, 
the doctrines of infidelity have alfo been diffeminated 
with a facility of reception which would, a few years 
ago, have been accounted impoffible. Never before 
were thofe conjugal ties, the fanctity of which is the 
fureft pledge of purity of morals and of public hap- 
pinefs, fo wantonly broken; never was domettic felicity 
fo frequently ftabbed, and all that people owe to their 
children and families, fo fhamefully neglected or for- 
gottem; never was there a period in which religion was 
{o little ftudied in theory, and fo little manifefted in 
practice ; infomuch, that it appears to be the only fub- 
ject which ought not to occupy people’s inemiies. and 
the only principle that ought not to influence their 
conduct. Even when any Tegard for religion remains, 
how often does it degenerate either into bigotry or fa- 
natici{m, or into mere external obfervance, and a re- 
{pect for public inftitutions? The fmall influence of 
genuine piety is evident from this circumftance, that 
it very frequently happens, that perfons who are un- 
commonly zealous for a particular fy{tem of religious 
opinions, are by no means affected by the attempts of 
deifts or atheifts, to fap the foundations of all religion, 
both natural and: revealed, and even applaud their: per- 
nicious doctrines, merely becaufe they agree with them 
on certain political points. Can this be called any thing 
elfe but an obftinate fectarian fpirit, devoid of all pure 
religious principle? Puolic {pirit is generally either a 








blind attachment to party, or an invincible devotion to 
opinions adverfe to national freedom and good govern- 
ment, either by their tendency to defpotic oppreffion, 
or to democratical anarchy. Thanks be to God for the 
remnant of virtue that is ftill preferved among us, in 
the humanity and chanty which characterize our na- 
tion, and,.in fome meafure, redeem the manifold tur+ 
pitude by which it is difgraced. : 











FRIENDLY ISLANDS. 


MiIssIoNARIES AT TONGATABOO.* 


Deptford, Fan. 8, 1799. 


DEAR SIR, 


GREEABLE to the intimation you gave me the 

& other evening, I have examined my Diary, in 
which I find, that the American fhow, Capt. Garden, 
arrived at Manilla, on the firft of January, 1798, from 
Port Jackfon and New-Zealand; but not having made 
any further memorandums, muft. refer to my recollec- 
tion for his account of touching at the Mifionary.jflands. 
From him I underftood, that, after leaving Port Jack- 
fon, he proceeded to New-Zealand, and took off the 
remaining part of the crew of the fhip Endeavour, for- 
merly the Lord North Indiaman, and left the greater 
part of them at Norfolk ifland, according to an agree- 
ment made with the Governor of Port Jackfon; a few 
remaining on board to affift in working the veffel: 
That in his paflage to the northward, through the Paci~ 
fic Ocean, he touched ar feveral iflands to obtain re- 
frefhments and trade for pearls, among which was the 
ifland of Tongataboo, where, he informed me, he had 
feen the Miffionaries fent out from England, and that 
two.of them were on board the veflel, and he bartered 
with them for feveral neceffaries which he ftood in great 


* See Captain Wilson’s letter, No.1, page 58. 
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need of, and of which they had abundance; givingthem 
in return nails and pieces of iron, &c. That they poffeffed 
the entire confidence of the natives, who treated them 
with the utmoft deference and refpect, having entrufted 
to their care feveral children of both fexes; but that they 
had not commenced the important part of their miniftry, 
but were endeavouring to acquire a perfect knowledge 
of their language, as a neceflary preliminary ftep to the 
promulgation of the truths of the gofpel. I cannot take 
upon me to aflert from recollection, that he actually vi- 
fited the ifland of Otaheite, or that his {tatement of the 
number of Miffionaries at the iflands was from the ac- 
counts he received at Tongataboo alone. I likewitfe un- 
derftood that two of thofe people, whom he had brought 
on from New-Zealand, by their particular requeft, were 
left at one of the iflands, I believe it to be Tongataboo. 
_ I think we may venture to date the time of his being 
at the iflands, fometime in the month of O¢tober, 1797, 
which will allowa fufficient time fora fhort detention at 
the Sandwich Iflands, where he {topped to obtain yams 


and other refrefhments, and proceeded direct to Ma= =” 
nilla. 

At the time of my receiving this information from 
Mr. Garden, my unfortunate detention at Manilla, 
with the very diftant profpect of feeing this country, 
tendered it very improbable that I fhould be able to 
give any information to the friends of the Miffionary So- 
ciety, or] would have obtained the time of his vifiting 
thofe iflands, with a fatisfa¢tory detail of the Miffion- 
aries, as far as his information tended on this fubye¢t. 
But happy in being able to give the {malleft information 
to thofe benevolent minds who are earneft for the ex- 
tenfion of Chrift’s kingdom among the innumerable in- 
habitants of the Pacific Ocean, I conclude with my 
moft fincere prayer, that God, the Father of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, will acknowledge the work, and grant his 
peculiar bleffing to attend on all his faithtul minifters, 
and make them inftruments in his hands of calling the 
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Gentiles out of darknefs into his marvellous hght, by 
the)redemption fet forth in Chrift Jefus our Lord. 
Yours fincerely, 


Mr. J. Rate. DANIEL PAINS. 


The American {now appears to have been at Tongata- 
boo about two months after the Duff’s departure ; and 
the circumftance of touching at the above ifland affords 
this confolation, in addition to the pleafure of hearing 
of the Miffionaries, that there can now remain no doubt 
as to their perfonal iafety. 





PARLEY tHe PORTER. dn Allegory. 


rENHERE was once a certain gentleman who had a 

houfe or caftle, fituated 1n the midft of a creat 
wildernefs, -but ‘incloied in a garden. Now, there was 
a band of robbers in the wildernef s, who had a great 
mind to plunder and deftroy the caftle, but they had 
not fucceeded in their endeavours, becaufe the mafter 
evhad given ftrict orders to ** watch without ceafiug.’ To 
“quicken their vigilance, he ufed to tell them that their 
care would foon have an end; that though the nights 
they had to watch were dark and ftormy, yet they were 
but few; the period of refiftance was fhort, that of reft, 
eternal. 

The robbers, however, attacked the caftle in various 
ways. ‘They tried at every avenue; watched to take 
advantage of every carelefs moment; looked for an open 
door, or a neglected window. But hough they often 

made the bolts fhake, and the windows rattle, they could 
never greatly hurt the houfe, much leis get into it. 
Do you know the reafon? It was, becaufe the fervants 
were never off their guard. They heard the noifes plain 
enough, and ufed tobe not a little frightened, for t! 
were aware both of the ftrength and perfeverance of the 
enemy. But what feemed rather odd to fome of thefe 
lervants, the gentleman ufed to tell them, that while 
they continued to be afraid, they would be fafe ; and it 
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paffed into a fort of proverb in that family, “ happy ig 
he that feareth always.”” Some of the fervants, however, 
thought this a contradiction. 

One day, when the mafter was going from home, he 
called his fervants all.together, and fpoke to them as 
follows: ‘ I will not repeat to you the direétions I have 
fo often given you; they are all written down in THE 
BOOK OF Laws, of which every one of you hasa copy, 
Remember, it 1s a very fhort time that you are to re- 
mainin this caftle; you will foon remove to my more 
fettled habitation, to a more durable houfe, not made 
with hands. As thofe houfes are never expofed to any 
attack, fo they never ftand in need of any repair, for 
that country is never infefted by any fons of violence, 
Here you are fervants; there you will be princes. But 
mark my words, and you will find the fame truth in 
THE BOOK OF MY LAWS. Whether you will ever attain 
to that houfe, will depend on the manner in which you 
defend yourtelves in this. A ftout vigilance for a fhort 
time wil fecure you certain happinefs for ever. But 
every thing depends on your prefent exertions. Don’t 
complain and take advantage of my abfence, and 
call me a hard matter, and grumble that you are placed 
in the midft of an howling wildernets without peace or 
fecurity. Say not, that you are expofed to temptations 
without any power to refift them. You have foie dif- 
ficulties, it is true, but you have many helps and many 
comforts to make this houfe tolerable, even before you 
get to the other. Yours is not a hard fervice, and if it 
were, ** the time is fhort.””. You have arms if you will 
ufe them, and doors if you will bar them, and ftrength 
if you will ufe it. I would defy all the attacks of the 
robbers without, if I could depend on the fidelity of the 
people within. If the thieves ever get in and deftroy 
the houfe, it muft-be by the connivance of one of the 
family. For it 1s a fianding law of this caftle, that mere 
outward attack can never defiroy tt, if there be no trattor 
within. You will {tand or fall as you obferve this rule, 
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If you are finally happy, it will be by my grace and fa+ 


vour; if you are ruined, it will be your own fault.” 

When the gentleman had done {peaking, every fer- 
vant repeated his affurance of attachment and firm al- 
legiance to his mafter. But among them ‘all, not one 
was fo vehement and loud in his profeffions as old Par- 
ley the Porter. Parley, indeed, it was well known, was 
always talking, which expofed him to no {mall danger ; 
for, as he was the foremoft to promife, fo he was the 
flackeft to perform. And, to {peak the truth, though 
he was a civil {poken fellow, his mafter was more afraid 
of him, with all his profefions, than he was of the reft 
who profeffed lefs. He knew that Parley was vain, cre- 
dulous, and felf-fufficient ; and he always apprehended 
more danger from Parley’s impertinence, curiofity, and 
love of novelty, than even from the ftronger vices of 
{ome of his other fervants. The reft, indeed, feldom got 
inte any {crape of which Parley was not the caufe in 
{ome fhape or other. 

1 am {forry to be obliged to confefs, that though Par- 
ley was allowed every refrefhment, and all the needful 
re{t which the nature of his place permitted, yet he 
thought it very hard to be forced to be fo conftantly on 
duty. * Nothing but watching,” faid Parley ;.‘* I have, 
to be fure, many pleafures, and meat fufficient, and 
plenty of chat in virture of my office; andI pick upa 
good deal of news of the comers and goers by day, but 
it is hard that at night I muft watch as narrowly as a 
houfe dog, and yet let in no company without orders, 
only becaufe there is faid to be a few ftraggling robders 
here in the wildernefs, with whom my matter does not 
care to let us be acquainted. He pretends to make us 
vigilant through fear of the robbers; but I fufpect it is 
only to make us mope alone. A merry companion, and 
a mug of beer, would make the night pafs cheerily.”’ 
Parley, however, kept all thefe thoughts to himfelf, or 
uttered them only when no one heads for talk he muft. 
He beyan toliften to the nightly whiftling of the rob- 
bers under the windows with rather lefs alarm than for- 
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merly, and was fometimes fo tired of watching, that he 
thought it was even better to run the mfk of being rob- 
bed once, than to live always in fear of robbers. 

There were certain bounds tn which the gentleman 
allowed his fervants to walk and divert themfelves at all 
proper feafons. A pleafant garden furrounded the cattle, 
and a thick hedge feparated this garden from the wil- 
dernefs which was infefted by the robbers, in which 
they were permitted to amufe themfelves. The mafter 
advifed them always to keep within thefe bounds. 
* While you obferve this rule,” faid he, * you will be 
fafe and well ; and you will confult your own fafety, as 
well as fhew your love to me, by not venturing even to 
the extremity of your bounds: he who goes as far as he 
dares, always fhews a wifh to go farther than he ought, 
and commonly does fo.” 

It was remarkable, that the nearer thefe fervants kept 
to the caftle, and the farther from the hedge, the more 
ugly the wildernefs appeared. And the nearer they ap- 
proached the forbidden bounds, their own home ap- 
pered more dull, and the wildernefs more delightful. 
And this the mafter knew when he gave his orders; for 
he never either did or faid any thing without a good 
reafon. And when his fervants fometimes defired an 
explanation of the reafon,.he ufed to tell them they 
would underftand it when they came to the other houje: 
for it was one of the pleafures of that houfe, that it 
would explain all the myfteries of this, and any little 
obfcurities in the mafter’s conduct would be then made 
quite plain. 

Parley was the firft who promifed to keep clear of the 
hedge, and yet was often feen looking as near it as he 
durft.. One day he ventured clofe up to the hedge, put 
two or three {tones one on another, and tried to peep 
over. He faw one of the robbers {trolling as near as 
could be on the ferbidden fide. This man’s name was 
Mr. Flatterwell; a fmooth, civil man, ‘ whofe words 
were fofter than butter, having war in his heart.” He 
miade feveral low bows. to Parley. 
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my dtley! ‘You fee fF do ‘not look Hike an enemy: Fam 
| armed, what harm can a plain man like meade?” 6 
al Parley. Why, that is'true gpough. . Yet my matter 
. ® f{ays, that iftwe’ were'once’'to Tet you 'ittto the Ni ‘we 
4 fhould be ruined foul and body?’ ’ 
Wi - WPlatterwell.¥ am forry, Mr. Pale; to hear fofent- 
bie 
31 ble‘a’man as you are fo decéived. "This is" ‘mere “pre- 
He judice.. He. knows we are cheerful'entertaining people, 
i Se foes to gloom “and fu perftition, “and and ‘therefore he is fo 
} morofe Re will not tet you get'ac cqtiainted withds. > 
“a Parley. Well, he fits +: 954 “are # band of thieves, 
gamblers, murderers, drunkards;"and athéifts)= " 
“Flatterwell. ‘Don't believe’ him;* the worft' we foul 
4 doy perlta ps," is, we might drink a friendly. elafs-with you, 
Bal to your mafter’s health, or play Bombe ‘game*of 
|: cards juft to keep you awake Sor fing ‘a cheerful fong with 
oe thie niaids: ow is. there, ay-harm in all this? * : 
A “Warley. Not the leat’ the world: | -And'T 


think there ‘is nota word of truth if all my’ 

‘Flatterwell. “The more you know us, the sone we 
willlike ts. But I with etek not this tigly "hedge 
between us. “I Have'a great < Geetxe BY, and ¥ a Vafraid 
of being “overheard. 6 

~ Parley was “how “juft going fo" bine a (ithe vet the 
hédge; ‘but checked Winn elF; fayine,”** I dare not come 
én your fide, tere-are people’ ‘about, and every thing 
is catried'to mymafter. “Flattefwell faw by this,’ that 
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.Flatterwell. Yes, 1 cam point out.to you how you mz 
be a richers a merrier, and a happier man... If you will 
admit me to-night under the window, I will convince — 
you that ’tis preyudice and not‘wifdom. which makes your 
mafter bar his door againft-us; 1 will conyince you that 
the mifchief of a robder, as your mafter {curriloufly. calls 
us, is only in the name,.that we are your true.friends, 
and only mean to promote your happinefs. »— | 

“ Don’t fay we,” faid Parley, “ praycorte alone, I 
would not fee the reft,of the gang for the world, but I 
think there can be no great harm in talking to.yox 
through the bars. if you come alone, but I am deter- 
mined not to let you in... Yet Ican’t fay but I with te 
know what you can tell. me fo much to my advantage ; 
indeed, if it is for my good,, I ought to know it.” | 

Flatterwell. (Going out, turns back.j Dear Mr. Pare 
ley, there is one think I had@forgot.,. J cannot get over 
the hedge at night without affiftance. _ You. know. there 
is a fecret:in the nature of that hedge; you in the honf 
may get over to usin the wildernefs of your.own accord, 
but we cannot get to your fide by our own ftrength. 
You mutt look about to fee where the hedge is thinneft, 
and then fet to work to clear away here,and there a little 
‘bough for me, it won’t be muffled, — if. there is but 
the imalleft hole made on your fide,,thofe on ours can 
get through; otherwife we.do but jabour in vain. To 
this. Parley made fome,objeGtion through the fear of 
being feen.. Flatterwell replied, that the fmalleft hole 
from within would be fafficient, for he could then work 
his own way. ‘* Well,” faid Parley, “1 will confider 
of it. Lo be fured fhall even then be equally fafe in 
the caftle, as I fhall have all the bolts, bars,.and locks 
between us, fo it will fffake but little difference.” ._ 

“ Certainly not,’’ faid.Flatterwell, who knew it would 
make all:the difference,in.the would... So they parted 
with mutual proteftations of regard. ~ Parley went home 
charmed. with his new friend. His eyes, were now.clearly 
opened as to his mafter’s prejudices again{t the robbers, 
and he was convinced: there was more in.the name than 
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ie the thing. ‘* But,” faid he, * though Mr. Flatter- 
Well is certainly an agreeable companion, » he may not be 
fo fafe aninmate. There can, however, be no harm in 
talking at a diftance, and I certainly won’t let himvin.” 
~ Parley, in the courfe of the day, did not forget his 
promife to thin the hedge of feparation a little. At: firft 
he only,tore off a handful of leaves, then a little fprig, 
then he broke away a bough ortwo. It was obfervable, 
the larger fhe breach became, the worfe he began tothink 
of his mafter, and the better of himfelf. Every péep he 
took through the broken hedge increafed his defire to 
get out into the wildernefs, and made the thoughts of 
the caftle more irkfome to him, 

He was continually repeating to himfelf, “ I wonder 
what Mr. Flatterwell can have to fay fo much to my ad+ 
vantage. I fee he does not with to hurt my mafter, he 
Only wifhes to ferve me.™ As the hour of meeting, 
however, drew near, the mafter’s orders. now and then 
came acrofs Parley’s thoughts. So to divert them, he 
took THE Book. He happened to open it at. thefe 
words, ‘* My fon, if finners entice thee, confent thou 
not.” For a moment his heart failed him. ‘ If this 
admonition fhould be fent on purpofe?’’ faid he, “ but 
no, ’tisa bugbear. My matter told me that if I went to 
the bounds, I fhould get over the hedge, Now, I went 
to the utmoft limits, and did not get over.”” Here con- 
fcience put in, “* Yes, but it was becaufe you were 
watched.” —** [ am fure,”’ continued Parley, ** one may 
always flop where one will, and this is only a trick of my 
mafler’s to f{poil {port ; fo I will even hear what Mr. 
Flatterwell ge to fay fo much to my advantage. .Iam 
not obliged to follow his counfels, but there can be no 
hafm in hearing them.” & 

latterwell prevailed on the reft of the robbers ta 
make no public,attack on the caftle that night. 

“My brethren,” faid he, ** you now and then fail 
in your {chemes, becaufe you are for violent beginnings, 
while my foothing, infinuating meafures hardly ever mils. 
¥ou come bluftering, and roaring, and fughten people, 
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and fet them on their guard: You infpire them witli 
terror of yoy, while my whole fCheme is to make them 
think well of them/e/ves,.and ill of their mafter. If I 
once’get them to entertain ha.d thoughts of him, and 
high thoughts of themfelves, my bufinefs is done, and 
they fall plump into my fnares. So let this delicate 
affair alone to me. Parley ts a foftly fellow; he muft 
not be frightened, but cajoled:» He is the yery fort of 
man to ficdeed with, and worth a hundred of your 
fturdy fenfible fellows. With them we want ftrong ar- 
guments, and ftrong temptations ; but with fuch fellows 
as Parley, in whom vanity and fenfuality are the lead- 
ing qualities (as, let me tell you, is the cafe with far 
the greater part), flattery, and the promife of eafe and 
sheslige: will do more than your whole battle array. If 
you will let me manage, I will get you all into the 
caftle before midnight.” * 

At night the caftle was barricadoed as ufual, and no 
one had obferved the hole which Parley had made in 
the hedge. This overfight arofe that night from the fer- 
vants neglecting one of the mafter’s ftanding orders,—to 
make a nightly examination of the ftate of the cattle. 
The neglect did not proceed fo much from wilful difo- 
bedience, as from having paffed the evening in floth and 
diverfion, which often amounts to nearly the fame. 

As all was very cheerful within, fo all was very quiet 
without. And before they went*to bed, fome of the 
fervants obferved'to the reft, that as théy heard no rob- 
bers that night, they thought they might foon begin to 
remit fomething of their diligence in bolting and barring. 
That all thts futenjny and locking was very trouble- 
fome, and they hoped the danger was now pretty well 
over. It was rather remarkable that they never made 
thefe fort of obfervations, but afrer‘an evening of fome 
excefs, and when they had neglected their private bufi- 
nefs with their mafter. All, however, except Parley, 
went quietly to bed, and feemed to feel uncommon fe- 
curity. 


Parley crept down to his lodge. He had half a mind 
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to go to bed too: yet he was not willing: to: difappoint. 
Mr. Flatterwell, fo civil)a gentleman. Tobe fure, he 
might have bad defigns, yet .what right had he to fufpeé 
any body who made: fuch profeffions, and who was “an 
very civil. Befides, ‘ itis fomething for my advantage,” 
added Parley. ‘<I will not open the door, that is cer- 
tain; but as he is to come alone, he can do me no harm 
through the bars of the windows; and he will think I 
am a coward if I don’t keep my word ; no, I will let him 
fee that Iam not afraid of my own ftrength ; I will fhew 
him I can go what length I pleafe, and ftop thort zen 
I pleafe.”” Had Flatterwell heard this boattful {peech, 
he would have been quite fure of his man. 

About eleven Parley heard the fignal agreed upon.. 
It was fo gentle as to caufe little alarm. So much the 
worfe. Flatterwell never frightened any one, and there- 
fore feldom failed of any one. Parley ftole foftly down, 
planted himfelf at his little window, opened the cafe- 
ment, and {pied his new friend. It was pale ftar-light. 
Parley was a little frightened, for he thought he per- 
ceived one or two perfons behind Flatterwell; but the 
other: affured him that it was only his own fhadow, 
which hisfears had magnified intoa company. ‘* Though 
T affure you,” faid he, ‘ [have not a friead but what is 
as harmlefs as myfelf.”’ 

They now entered into earneft difcourfe, in which 
Flatterwell fhewed himfelf a deep politician. He fkil- 
fully mixed up, in his converfation, a proper proportion 
of praife on the pleafures of the wildernefs, of compli- 
ments to Parley, of ridicule on his mafter, and of abu- 
five {neers on the 800k in which the mafter’s laws were 
written. Againft this laft he had always a particu- 
lar {pite, for he confidered it as the grand inftrument 
by which the mafter maintained his dervants in allegi- 
ance, and when they could once be brought to fneer at 
the Boox, there was an end of fubmiffion to the maf- 
ter.. Parley had not penetration enough to fee his drift, 
“ As to rHe Book, Mr. Flatterwell,” faid he, * Ido 


not know whether it be true or -falfe, I rather -meglect 
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than difbelieve it. I am forced, indeed, to hear it read. 
once a week, but I never look into it myfelf if 1 can‘help 
it.’—**. Excellent,” {aid Flatterwell to himfelf, “ that 
is juftethe fame thing. This'is fafe ground for me; for 
whether a man does not believe in THE BOOK, or does 
not attend to it, it comes pretty much to the fame, and. 
{ generally get him at laft.” : 
“«¢ Why cannot we be a little nearer, Mr. Parley?” 
faid Flatterwell; “‘ I am afraid of being overheard by 
fome of your mafter’s fpies; the window from which 
you fpeak is fo high; I wifh’you would come down to 
the door.” —* Well,” faid Parley, “* I fee no great harm 
in that. There is a little wicket-in the door through 
which wé'can conyerfe with more eafe and equal fafety. 
The fame faftenings will be ftill between us.” So down 
he went, but not without a degree of fear and trembling. 
The little wicket being now opened, and Flatterwell 
ftanding clofe on the outfide of the door, they con= 
verfed with great eafe. “Mr. Parley,” faid Flatterwell} 
*¢ J fhould not have preffed you fo much to admit meé 
into the caftley’but out of pure difinterefted regard to 
your own happinefs. I fhall get nothing by it, but I 
cannot bear to'think that a perion fo ri. J and amiable 
fhould be fhut up in this gloomy dungeon, under a hard 
mafter, anda flave to the unreafonable tyranny of ‘his 
800K OF Laws. ‘If you admit me, you need have no 
more waking; no’ more watching.’”*’ Here Parley invo- 
luntarily flipped back the bdlt of the door: “* To’con- 
vince you of my true love,” continued Flatterwell, i 
have brought 2 bottle of the moft delicious ‘wine that 
erows in the wilderngfs. ‘You fhall  tafte it, but you 
muft put a glafs through the wicket'to receive it, for it 
is a fingular property in this wine, that we of the wilder- 
nefs cannot fucceed in conveying it to you of the caftle, 
without you hold out a veffel to receive it.” —** O, her 
is a glafs,” faid Parley; holding out’a large goblet, which 
he always kept readv to be filled by any chance contet, 
The other immediately poured into the capacious ati 
let, a large'draught of that delicious intoxicating liqui 
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with which the family of the: Flatterwells. have for near 
6000 years gained the hearts, and deftroyed the fouls of 
all the inhabitants.of the caftle, whenever they, have been 
able to.prevail on them to,hold out a hand.to receive it. 
This the wife mafter of the caftle well knew would be 
the cafe, for he knew. what.was in men ;.he,knew, their 
propenfity to receive the delicious. poifon, ofthe Flatter- 
wells, and.it-was for this,reafon that he gave them THE 
B00K of his laws, and planted the hedge, and invented 
the bolts, and doubled the locks. “eine ae 
As foon as poor Parley hadwallowed the fatal draught, 
it acted like enchantment.:;.He at once Joft:all power 
of refiftance. He had no fenfe of fear left: He de- 


{pifed his, own: fafety, forgot his mafter, loft all fight of 


the houfe in the other country, and reached.out for 
another draught as eagerly.as.Flatterwell, held out the 
bottle to adminifter it. **.W,hat a,fool have,t -been,”’ 
faid Parley,.‘‘ to deny myfelf, fo long.” Will you 
now let mein?’ faid Flatterwell. << Aye, that I will,” 
faid the deluded Parley. Though the train was now in- 
creafed to near a hundred robbers, yetfo, intoxicated 
was Parley, that he did not {ee one of them, except. his 
new friend. Parley eagerly pulled down the. bars,.drew 
back the bolts, and. forced open the locks, thinking he 
could never let in his friend foon enough, He had, 
however, juft prefence of mind. to fay, “ My dear friend, 
Lhope you are alone. Flatterwell {wore he was—Parley 
opened the door—In rufhed, not Flatterwellionly, but 
the whole banditti, who always lurk behind in his train. 
The moment they had got fure poffeffion, Flatterwell 
changed his foft tone, and cried out ina voice,of thun- 
der, ‘“ Down with the calle kill? burn, and deftroy.”’ 
-Rapine, murder, and conflagration, by turns, took 
place. Parley, was the very firft whom they attacked. 
He was overpowered with wounds. As he fell, he cried 
gut, “ O my mafter, I die a. victins to my unbelief in 


’ thee, and to my own vanity and imprudence.. O that 


the guardians of all other caftles would hear me with my 


' @ying breath repeat my maftcr’s admonition, that all af- 
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tacks from without will not deftroy unlefs there 1s fome con~ 
federate within. © that the keepers of all other caftles 
would learn, from my ruin, that he who parleys with 
temptation is already undone. That he who allows him- 
felf to go to the very bounds, will foon jump over the 
hedge; that he who talks out of the window with the 
enemy, will foon open the door to him; that he who 
holds out his hand for the cup of finful flattery, lofes all 
power of refifting ; that when he opens the door to one 
fin, all the reft fly in upon him, and the man perifhes as 
I now do.” % L. 








Further Particulars concerning the Capture of the Ship Duff. 
(Continued from Page 155.) 


LETTER FROM Mr. GREIG TO HIS PARENTS. 


Monte Video, on the River dela Plata, South-America, May 6, 1799. 


—— WT is now upwards of five months fince I left 

you, and I doubt not but the Lord’s dear 
people in Edinburgh have been big with anxious ex- 
pectations, that ina fhort time hence we fhould have 
been entered upon our labours of love among the be- 
nighted inhabitants of the Southern Ifles; but our God, 
and the Lord of Miffions (for fome wife end), has been 
pleafed to ftop us fhort in our intended voyage. But I 
‘truft the capture of the Duff, inftead of damping the 
zeal of the Lord’s people, will only prove a ftimulus to 
their further endeavours, and to their ardent prayers in 
our behalf, and that, the contending kingdoms of the 
world may foon become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Chrift. : 

On Tuefday, the 19th February (after a voyage of 
about two months), about eleven o’clock at night, we 
were taken by the Grand Buonaparte, French privateer, 
inthe midft of our moit fanguine expetations, that we 
fhould next morning anchor in the harbour of Rio Ia- 


neiro. On the morning of the 19th we obferved the 
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above vefiel off Cape Frio, and fuppofed her to be bound 


‘for Rto Janeiro; it being quite a calm, neither of us 


made much progrefs through the day; towards evening 
fprang up alight breeze, which brought her within fif- 
teen miles of us; none on board feemed to have the leaft 
fear of her being anenemy; feveral of the brethren, with 
myfelf, were refolved to fit up, and walk the decks, till 
{lie fhould come along fide; which we did, for by this 
time, we perceived fhe was determined to be up with us. 
About ten o’clock came on a heavy fquall, when we 
hoifted all the fait we could; but the being firft in the 
breeze, in a few minutes after came within gun-fhot, and 
gave us a gun as a fignal to heave too, but we being {till 
in the breeze did not then fhorten fail; fhe then fired 
another, both of which I could perceive go right paft 
us, as we afterwards faw the fhot light in the water; at 
this, you may be fure, we were a little alarmed; our 
captain gave orders to fhorten fail, which was done; 
fhe then {poke us, and ordered a boat to be fent aboard, 
which was done, and Mr. Smith, our firft mate, went 
with the fhip’s papers. In a few minutes after his board- 
ing the fhip, he ipake to us, telling us, that all the 
paffengers muft come aboard. At this news, moft of us 
were thrown into no little confufton; but before we 
could get ready, a boat came along fide with Englith- 
men and Americans, to deceive, telling us fhe was the 
Spitfire. Even now we were almoft inclined to think 
fhe.was no enemy; but we were foon undeceived by a 
boat full of Frenchmen coming aboard to take poffef- 
fion of the fhip. Now we were led to fee into whofe 
hands we were al len, and found that our only refuge 
was the Lord of hofts. Finding that we were in the 
hands of the enemy, | immediately fet to, and locked 
all my trunks, taking out only as much of my beft clothes 
as my wife and I were ableto put on, expecting we fhould 
all be ordered on hoard the Buonaparte ; but you may 
judge of our feelings, when orders came for all the men 
to go, and leave the women in the Duff. It is impoffible 
for me to defcribe the horror of my mind, at the idea of 
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feaving my wife in the hands of men of the moft wretched 
appearance, and of whom I was entirely ignorant, with- 
out any one to take care of her; but it appeared to be 
the Lord’s will, and I had only to fubmit to the difpen- 
fation; therefore, after embracing the dear partner of 
my forrows, I commended her to the Lord, with tears 
of forrow on both fides, and took leave of her, with 
very little hopes of ever feeing her'again. I then em- 
barked.for the Buonaparte (where every thing, to my 
view, had the moft dif{mal appearance), about two in the 
morning. After having our knives taken from us, we 
were all ordered below. Here we were very, ftifled, and 
the appearance of the place fo filled my mind with hor- 
ror, that I hardly expected to live above a few days: 
here we all {pent the night in mourning inftead of fleep; 
and, indeed, I believe every one helped to aggravate the 
forrows of another, But how were our feelings quickened 
afrefh, and our fears alarmed, when, to our great fur- 
prize, we beheld the Duff juft going out of fight when 
we came upon deck in the morning, for we expected at 


leaft to have gone in company together into port. Here 
we continued in this yveflel, feparated from our wives; for 
the {pace of three weeks, duringgg nich time we fuffered 


confiderably for want of water, Being upon {hort allow- 
ance, otherwife we have reafon to fay our enemies treated 
us very well. My dear parents, we may think thefe 
things are trials, but if they are, how fmall do they’ap- 
pear when compared with what thofe worthies fuffered, 
who, when called to-‘* wander about in fheep-fkins and 
goat-fkins, being deftitute, afflicted, and tormented, of 
whom the world was not worthy, they wandered in de- 
ferts, and in mountains, and in dens, and caves of the 
earth.’’ Our God has not yet conferred upon us the 
honour of fuffering fuch things as thefe, or even what 
his fervant Paul had to endurein the profecution of his 
mefion. But here [ muft add, that in the midft of al} 
our trials, our God has been very gracidus wato us, for 
we‘have truly experienced him to be the hear€r and an- 
{werer of prayer. He not only put it into the Hearts of 
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our enemies to treat us civilly; but when we were firft 
taken, the Buonaparte intended to cruife for at leaft two 
months longer off Cape Frio, but the Lord inclined their 
hearts to put inat the end of three weeks, which you may © 
be fure was no {mall caufe of joy to all of us. | 

On Tuefday, March 12, ‘after a fpeedy paflage, we 
caft anchor, in the forenoon, in the harbour of Monte 
Video, on the river Plata, South-America; when we had 
the pleafing accounts, that our wives were all well, and 
had received good treatment from the French officers, 
none of the feamen being allowed to come near them. 
But we were informed, that the governor would not al- 
low the French to land any of their prifoners, and that 
confequently our women were all {till on board the Duff; 
but to our comfort, we had permiffion from the gover- 
nor to go on board the Duff next day to ftay with our 
wives. Accordingly we went, and you may eafily con- 
ceive, that the emotions of joy which we felt at meet- 
ing were almoft as great as thofe of grief which we felt at 
parting. Here we had frefh reafon to blefs the name 
of our God, for remembering us, with his wonted mer- 
cy, in the midft of deferved wrath. 

We continued on pers with our wives for about a 
fortnight, during which time we were treated very ci- 
villy by the French officers, and had their promife, that 
we fhould have all our private property out of the fhip. 
After this, we obtained leave of the governor for the 
women to go afhore, the French Captain having pro- 
cured a houfe for them; the men were not at firft per- 
mitted to go with them, but we followed them in a day 
or two; the fingle brethren continued on board the 
Buonaparte. We have now been living in this houfe, a 
little from the town of Monte Video, thefe nine weeks, 
and have received the moft civil treatment, both from 
the natives of Paraguaygand the Spaniards, in whofe 
poffefion this place is; and bleffed be God, we have all 
continued in good health till this moment. As_ to 
the promife of the French officers, mentioned above, 
J cannot fay,they have been altogether faithful; they 
haye been kind enough fo give us what property we 
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had between decks, but as to our chefts in the hold, 
fome of us have received part out of them, and others 
nothing at all. J myfelf luckily happened to have but 
one trunk there, which I have never feen, nor never fhall 
now; but we have reafon to be thankful, that the beft 
of our things were befide us in our cabin, which my wife 
took care of. Our fingle brethren have been the only 
{ufferers by our misfortunes, moft of them having taken 
nothing with them but the clothes on their back, and 
have never been permitted to get any thing whatever 
from the Duff, fo that fome of them are now almoft 
naked ; moft of the married people have endeavoured to 
fupply their wants, as far as lay in their power.’ I have 
already given away all that I could {pare, to fome of 
my brethren who were moft in need. ; 

You will be anxious to know what is to become of us. 
This we muft, in a great meafure, leave to the Lord; 
however, the governor will not allow any of the Englifh 
to ftay afterthe Buonaparte. A Portuguefe merchant 
‘brought here, one of the prizes taken after us, and we 
have got the grant of this veffel to Rio Janeiro, and are 
to fail out the river with the Buonaparte. Itis expected 
we fhall goon board to-morrow, and, if the wind 1s fair, 
fail in the evening or next day. What we fhall do af- 
ter we get to Rio Janeiro, is at prefent a hard matter to 
determine. As for proceeding on our voyage, it is at 
prefent very unlikely, our Captain having done all in his 
power to purchafe a veffel, without effeét. What 
appears to me moft likely is, that we fhall be carried 
from Rio Janeiro to Lifbon; or if any opportunity of- 
fers, perhaps to Sierra Leone. This, my dear parents, 
T only mention as my own opinion; every thing at pre- 
fent, in this refpect, is quite dark, fo that it is impof- 
fible to fay any thing affirmatively. God only knows 
what he has to do with us;»but this we know, that+it 
{hall all be for the beft, terminating in his own glory,and 
in the good of his own people. I have juft one thing to 
add before I conclude: Some of the women have retired 
to the country, being near the time of their delivery; 
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the two were, Mrs. Gregory. and Mrs. Jones. Mrs. Gre 
gory was fafely delivered of a fon about a month agg, 
and was baptifed by himfelf; his name is Ebenezer-Ger- 
fham, no doubt alluding to our prefent fituation: Mrs. 

ones was delivered of a daughter about a fortnight ago; 
fhe was baptifed by Mr. Howell, and was named Ruth; 
both the women, through the goodne(fs of God, are now 
got better. 

My dear parents, we muft not expect the way to haa- 
ven ftrewed with flowers; if we think fo, we not only 
deceive ourfelves, but difbelieve the plain teftumony of 
our Lord and Mafter; for he hath faid, «“ Through 
much tribulation we muft enter the kingdom;” and 
that if any man will be-his difciple, he mutt deny him- 
felf, take up his crofs and follow him, not only when 
the fun fhines,.or when religion is the fafhion of the 
times, but through good and bad report. And, let 
me add, that thofe who engage in miffions muft not 
expect that all will go {moothly on, but that they will 
have difficulties to encounter in the profecution of {0 

reat a work; therefore it becomes all who embark in 
the caufe, to count well the coft before they begin to 
rear the fabric. 1 truft the Lord has not yet altogether 
fruftrated this miffion, but that he will carry us to -fome 
place where we may be made ufeful to our fellow crea- 


tures.” 














ARRIVAL of the MISSIONARIES in ENGLAND, 


Y difpatches from Captain Robfon, dated May 1, °\- 
B 1799, the London Miffionary ‘Society was ap- + 
prifed, that he was about to leave Monte Video in a few’ ,,”" 
days, and to proceed to Rio‘Janeiro, uncertain whether © 
he fhould there procure a conveyance to England, or to 
the place of his original deftination. Another letter, 
however, was received from him, dated Lifbon, Oéto- 

| ber 2, in which he gives information, that he and all 

Bi the Miffionaries had fafely arrived there on the: 21ft of 

Me September. Here, by the kindnefs of fricnds, who fups | 
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‘is none of the leaft to be admired. 
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plied him with cafh, he was enabled to procure a paf- 
{age to England, where they fafely arrived on the 12th 
of October. , 





The following letter from Mr. Howell, while it gives 
a detail of fome circumftances relative to the Miffiona- 
ries, which have not yet been laid before the public, is 
written in a fpirit fo truly Chriftian, and contains fo many 


juft refleGtions on the conduét of Providence towards 


them, that we cannot withhold it from our readers. | 


My pEAR Sir, Lifbon, Sept. 26, 1799. 


WE have juft learned, by a paper from England, that 
you have had information of the afflictive providences 
that overtook us in our important expedition. IT have 
the fatisfaction, however, to fay, that the Lord has 
brought us through all to this place in fafety, and ina 
good ftate of health, excepting two or three of the women, 
who may probably foon be better, with the convenien- 
ces and comforts to be had on fhore. Our fufferings, 
upon the whole, have not been what we might have ex- 
pected, when we had the misfortune to be captured by 
the Buonaparte; nor what our friends in England would 
probably conjé€ture from the accounts we have feen ; 
nor have they, I affure you, Sir, been half fo numerous 
as our mercies. Many very fingular interpofitions of the 
Divine goodnets have indeed attended us fince our de- 
parture from England, the whole of which, I truft, we 
may foon have an opportunity of relating viva voce, of 
which, however, that of our being conduéted to this port 

We were taken by the convoy of the Brazil fleet to 
Lifbon, not far from the fpot where we were captured, 
when we were again pleafing ourfelves with the profpect 
of entering the harbour of Rio Janeiro, for the purpofe 
of procuring fome neceffary fupplies, and where we hoped 
to be able to fix the plan of our future movements.— 
Every arrangement in view was, however, by this unex- 
pected event, completely {uperfeded ; and it was now no 
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longer a queftion where we /hou/d go, but where we muff 
go. Such a peculiar providence, indeed, you will readily 
judge, put an end to every debate on this fubje@t, and 
finally determined our duty to return home re infecia. 

Painful, my dear Sir, as this only alternative was at 
firft felt by fome, it has probably been more than coun- 
terbalanced, by the fatisfaction of being able to perceive 
fo clearly the path of duty, which muft otherwife have 
beca very complex and difficult to afcertain for the ge- 
neral {atisfaction of fo numerous a body of people. The 
bereaved forlorn ftate, however, to which many of us 
had been reduced by the French, was taken into the ac- 
count, and altogether we could not but conclude it was 
the willof God, for wife and juft reafons of his own, to 
fruftrate this miffion, and to forbid any further attempts 
to carry it into effect. ‘ Be {till and know that I am 
God,”” was the folemn and impreffive leffon inculcated 
by it upon every mind that gave it the confideration it 
feemed to demand ; and ‘“ I will (yet) be exalted among 
the heathen,” the only confolation left us to enjoy in 
fuch trying circumftances. But what was our furprife 
and aftonifhment, when we peruted the account in the 
London Chronicle, of the calamitous fituation of our 
brethren in the iflands where we were going! Suffice it 
to fay, my dear Sir, it affected us not a little; it ferved, 
however, at the fame time, to throw a new light on the 
peculiar providence that had befallen ourfelves, and fup- 
plied the place of a thoufand arguments, not only to re- 
concile us to the fevere difpenfation, but alfo to fill us 
with admiration at the condefcenfion and goodnefs with 
which it feemed pregnant ;—1in a word, every difficulty 
attending it, which has often confounded and perplexed 
us, now appeared to be explained; and we could as ea- 
fily juftify him in his dealings with ourfelves as with them. 
The Lood reigneth, is become the text for every day, 
and is formed to preach a powerful fermon to fome of 
our feelings as well as our judgment. 

I truft one of the effects of thefe awful vifitations, 
upon my own ound, at leaft, has been to humble and 
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to quicken me in prayer, that the Lord would fupport 
and comfort the friends of the Miffionary caufe in gene- 
ral, and the Directors in particular, that their hearts may 
not faint, nor their hands grow flack, amidft the dif- 
couragements they muft feel, and the reproaches they 
muft meet; and furely they are not called to forrow as 
men without hope, as if the Lord had forbidden us to 
believe, that he will protect an intereft of fuch magni- 
tude and confequence from fuftaining any real injury by 
fo painful.a method of teaching us his fovereign will; 
but he is able to make the wrath of man to praife him, 
and has often, before this, been pleafed to adopt the 
moft unlikely meafures to us to effect the leading de- 
fires of our heart. His counfel fhall ftand, afid he will 
do all his pleafure ; and what acontoling reflection, that 
that very counfel refpects the prefervation and propaga- 
tion of the caufe in queftion, and the caufe we had at 
heart. Yes, Sir, the Directors, and the numerous friends 
of the inftitution, will take courage, and ftrengthen them- 
felves in the Lord their God. They will alfotry to profit 
by the difappointment, and be better qualified than 
ever, to meet the difficulties, and to manage the con- 
cerns of an undertaking, which appears to require as 
much experiéfce as zeal and wifdom to conduct with 
fuccefs; nor fhall the caufe they have fo heartily ef- 
poufed, and laborioufly purfued, be any the worfe for 
fuffering in the eftimation of mdifferent fpectators on the 
one hand, and active enemies oa the other, while it has 
fo many promifes of truth and goodnefs to ftimulate and 
encourage its patrons, and to eniure its profperity. The 
zealous king of Ifrael, it feems, had occafion to befeech 
God in the fame terms which are accommodated to our 
own cafe, and in behalf of the fame intereft. ‘* Arife,-O 
Lord, let not man.prevail,” &c. and they who wifh to 
cicape difappointments in fuch a way, have only to fit 
{till and look on, and do nothing; they may then con- 
gratulate one another ypon their having had nothing to 
do witha work, which, in theirownjudgment, has yielded 


little but difgrace to its agtive fupporters; but they lofe 
Vor. I. No. 3. I 
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all the fatisfaction and honour of having attempted what 
the noble {pirit of Chriftianity fuggefts, what tht calls of 
duty urge to, what the good prophets of our God fore- 
told, and what the apoftles, the firft Mnffionaries of 
Chritt, fanctioned by example. 

] purpofed embracing the firft opportunity of a paffage 
to England, but I believe it is now fettled that we fhail 
all be difpofed of in the fleet, which is expeéted to fail 
inlefs than a week. We do not care how ioon we are 
removed, becaufe our continuance here is bofh expen- 
five and uncomfortable. J cannot help remarking how 
good the Lord has been to us, how his efpecial care and 
kindnefs have been accommodated to our trials, as they 
have beefi varied, and have infinitely exceeded them all; 
and {hould it pleafe him to preterve us.to fee you, a more 
particular recital of his gracious dealings cannot fail to do 
good. I flatter myfelf, an interview with many of my 
Chriftian «friends will be productive of the fame effect, 
and that much more good may come out of this broken 
miffion, than many are aware of, or are willing at. prefent 
to believe. J beg, Sir, you will take the trouble to pre- 
fent my dutiful refpects ne the gentlemen in the direc- 
tion; they will have condefcentfton to accept my beft 
wifhes for tlre furtherance of the: great an@ good defign 
for which I was employed, and believe me to be, their 


Very obedient fervant for Chrift’s fake, 
WILLIAM HOWELL. 


Sunday, October 12, 1799. 


P. §. lL open my letter juft to fay, that by a kind 
providence f have ‘arrived, with many of my brethren, 
fingle and married, at Falmouth, this morning, by the 
Packet, that I expected would bring this. to England. 
The. particulars, which I have neither time norroom to 
mfert, Mr. Smith, the mate, will communicate; and I 
hope, in the courfe of a few days, to have. the pleafure 
of relating others mytelf. Ai Falmouth we have met 
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with all needful pecuniary affiftance to convey us to 
town, and abundance of affection and kind treatment 


alfo. 





In addition to the above letters, we have now the {a- 
tisfaction to inform.eur readers, that all the Miffionaries, 
Meffrs. Hill and Hughes excepted, who were detained 
behind their brethern, on account of the diftrefs of 
their wives, are fafely arrived; and though they have 
experienced many changes, and, at times, confiderable 
hardfhips, they are in perfect health, and fome of them 
appear {trengtheied by the voyage. Thofe who came 
in the Prince of Wales packet, narrowly efcaped falling 
into the hands of three French cruifers, to the weftward 
of Scilly; and feveral of the convoy, in which the For- 
titude failed, were captured by the fame fhips. The 
Fortitude, off the Ile of Wight, was, in a gale of wind, 
in great danger of being drove on fhore.. The Impreg- 
nable; of 98 guns, which convoyed them, is herfelf run 
acround, and will be entirely loft. Thus, to the end of 
the voyage, they had to fing of judgment and mercy. 
The Committee of Examination fit very often to inquire 
into the frame of their minds, relative tothe great Mif- 
fionary work: fome entirely relinquifh it; others feem 
unwilling to decline, yet think proper to wait the deter- 
mination of the Society, relative to their next miffions; 
and the greater part, fo far either from declining or act- 
ing with referve, blefs God for bringing them into fuch 
afchool of ufeful inftruction, and confider themfelves the 
fervants of the Society, to go when and where they may 
appoint. 





Application has been made to the Directors from a 
pious few at Quebec, defcribing their deplorable want of 
Golpel-light, and requefting a perfon might be fent from 
the Society to affift them. 
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_ MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
Edinburgh, Dec. 1799. 
- ATESSRS. Hughes and Hill, two of the Miffiona- 


ries who failed in the Duff, were detained at 
Lifbon, on account of the diftrefs.ef their wives. They 
are now fafely returned in health. Mrs. Hughes had 
been unwell from the time of leaving Monte Video. 
On her arrival, notwithftanding every kind of medical af- 
fiftance was procured at Lifbon, the complaint affumed 
an afpect that threatened an hafty termination of her 
life; and about the time of Captain Robfon’s failing 
from Lifbon, fhe departed this life. 
Mr. Hughes appears to bear the ftroke with a due 
mixture of conjugal tendernefs and chriftian fubmiffion. 
The following letter to the Rev. Mr. Eyre, will thew 


‘the ftate of Mrs. H.’s mind in the hours of approach- 


ing diffolution. 

Lifbon, Nov. 2, 1799- 

REV. AND DEAR FATHER IN Curist JEsus, 
IN my laft, dated October the roth, 1 mentioned, 
that various and heavy had been my trials fince I left 
England ; but were all thefe put ina balance, they 
would be light indeed,, compared with that which is 
now come upon me. The Lord, in his wife providence, 
has taken away the deareft of my temporal comforts. 
This is a lofs only known and f,.t by thofe who have 
lived happily in the marriage-ftate! How little could 
I before condole with thofe who had been vifited by fimi- 
lar bereayements! But, amidft all my affliction, I defire 
to fubmit to the will of the Lord, in taking from me 
the deareft partner of my life. Bleffed be God, I do 
not forrow as thofe who have no hope. I have no doubt 
of her being far more happy than I could make her. 
Like Job I would fay, «* The Lord gave, and the Lord 

hath taken away, blefled be the name of the Lord.” 
As fhe drew near her end, fhe became more pafhve 
and reconciled to the divine will. She faw that the Lord 
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would be juft, even in fending her foul to hell, on the ac- 
count of her fins, and that her affii¢tion was but light, com- 
pared with what her Saviour endured on her account. 

From Friday morning, October 25, fhe appeared to 
be dying: on Saturday morning fhe was praying for five 
minutes reft ; then looking on me, fhe {faid, * If the 
Lord would grant me that five minutes, I fhould want 
more, fo | am never contented; the Lord will foon 
take me to himfelf.’’ I afked her, fhould that be the 
cafe, and fhould I be {pared to fee our friends in Eng- 
land, had fhe any thing on her mind to tell them? She 
* anfwered, “* Give my love and duty to them all, tell 
them I am going to my dear Saviour, and wifh them.to 
follow the good way.” On turning away my face, fhe 
afked, “* Do you think my fins are not forgiven?” I 
faid, “ My dear, I trufl Chrift has bore your fins in his 
own body on the tree.” ‘* Well then,” replied fhe, 
“‘ weep no more for me, for I truft I am not a hypocrite, 
though I have been a great finner; Chrift died for fin- 
ners, and he died for me.”’ 

Saturday evening, after praying earneftly, that the 
Lord would continue to fupport, that her faith and pa- 
tience might not fail, fhe looked on me, faying, “I fhall 
not trouble you long, you fhall reft to-night, for you 
cannot fupport fo long without fleep.’”’ Lord’s day 
morning, her pains continued to increafe; I repeated 
that {weet hymn, 


© Jesu, lover of my soul, 
** Let me to thy bosom fly,” &c. 


When I had done, fhe faid, «* That’ fweet hymn ex- 
prefies my defires: ‘* | have no other Saviour.” I faid, 
‘‘ This is the Lord’s day, on which you and I were ac- 
cuftomed to hear God’s word preached.”’ “Yes,” faid 
fhe, *¢ I know it; I have now done with earthly courts 
of his houfe below.” I faid, ** We have a houte above,”’ 
and continued to {peak alittle of the reft that remaineth 
for God’s people, when fhe broke out, faying, ‘‘ Come, 


my {weet Saviour, come and take me to thyfelf; why. 


doft thou tarry? But itis my duty to wait.” She had 
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no fears but of offending the Lord, in being too impa- 
tient for her laft hour. When I endeavoured to thew 
God’s unchanging love to his own people, fhe faid, 
“ That is my mercy.” Frequently, in her dying ftrug- 
gles, fhe faid, “ Son of David, have mercy on me; 
come, come, my lovely Saviour, ‘take me.”’ About 
eight in the evening, {truggling very hard, fhe faid, 
“ Lord, leave me not; Lord, helpme;” and at length 
he heard her prayers, and at nine o’clock, October the 
27th, and goth year of her age, fhe fell afleep in the 
lovely Saviour, whom fhe fo earneftly longed after. At 
four in the afternoon, October 29, 1799, her body was 
interred in the Proteftant burial-ground, Lifbon. 

Thus, dear Sir, have I given you fome little account 
of the Lord’s dealings with my dear wife. Should the 
Lord afford me the happinefs of feeing you and other 
valuable friends, I may be more particular. In the 
inean time, I would beg to be remembered at the throne 
of grace for that peculiar aid which our tender-hearted 
Saviour can vochfafe in thefe diftreffing moments. May 
the Lord fanétify this providence to me more and more, 
fothat I may have more of the impreffion of his bieffed 
image on my mind. I muftfoon go the way ofall fieth. 
What reafon have I to blefs the God of love for provid-, 
ing a remedy for loft man! ButI have more reafon to 
blefs and praife him, for mantfefting his love to my un- » 
worthy foul, by his Spirit, through the Son of his love; 
and I have every reafon to believe, that my dear wife is 
only gone before me—may I fay, to welcome the hour 
when my departing {pirit fhall take its flight to join with 
her amongft the millions of the redeemed, finging, 
« Worthy 1s the Lamb that was flain.”’ 

I remain, dear Sir, yours, 
R. HUGHES. 

The above 1s the only inftance of mortality among 
the Miffionaries themfelves, during the whole voyage, 
which, when all the dangers to which they were expoled 
are recollected, muft be confidered a kind and interpofing 
Providence, 
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The following Letter has been circulated by the Direc- 
tors of the Lonpvon Misstonary Sociery. 


Dear BrorHER, 


ULLY perfuaded that you feel as deepa concern 

for the interefts of the kingdom of our Lord as we 

do, and are equally anxious to fpread the knowledge of 

his falvation, we think it our duty to communicate to 

you, as a friend of the Miffionary Society, the fteps 

which they are purfuing, and the reafons which have di- 

rected their procedures. In order to this, it will be ne- 

ceflary to lay before you the meafures they have already 

taken for the more extenfive diffufon of the truth 
throughout the world. 

You will probably recollect, that our Society, in con- 
junction with thofe of Edinburgh and Glafgow,. fent out 
each two Miffionaries to Sierra Leone, for the purpofe of 
penetrating into the Foulah country. Thefe, however, 
found, when they arrived there, all communication ‘in- 
terrupted, by wars which had broken out. In confe- 
quence of which, they «livided into three parties, with a 
view of employing their labour in the vicinity of the co- 
lony, waiting a favourable opportunity, if Providence 
fhould fo order, to purfue the object of their deftina- 
tion. Three of thefe died on the coaft; a fourth found 
it neceflary toreturn. Mr. Brunton, in conféquence of 
the death of Mr. Clark, the chaplain of Sierra Leone, 
was appointed provifionally to fupply his place. Mr. 
Greig continues on the Rio Pongos, with confiderable 
hope offuccefs, and is to be joined by another Miffion- 
ary fron} the Edinburgh Society, ready to fail in a few 
days. We have alfo one yoyng man now learning the 
Arabic language, with an exprefs view to the interior of 
Africa, and who, we hope, by means of a tranflation of 
the Bible into Arabic, to the printing of which we have 
{ubfcribed, may be the inftrument of introducing the 
word of God into that long negleted country. 
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At the Cape of Good Hope, the difpatches. from Dr 
Vanderkemp, and his three affociates, have been com- 
municated to you, and offer a profpect which is very 
flattering. We are daily expecting farther advices from 
them. > 

The intelligence received from Mr. Hillyard, our 
Miaffionary at Twillingate, and the congregation under 
his care, is, as you may perceive by his letters, promif- 
ing. And the communication from our Miffionary in 
India, leads us to expect, that. before this time he has 
fixed upon a favourable {pot for the commencement of 
his Miffionary labours. 

Of the miffion tothe Southern Ocean, you have been 
made acquainted in our former communications; and 
we have every reafon to believe, that the removal of a 
part of our brethren from Otaheite.to Port Jackfon, has 
been over-ruled for more abundant good, as we have 
intelligence from unfufpected eye and ear-witnefles, who 
were at the colony with them during four months, that 
their labours and preaching were attended with very en- 
couraging appearances of ulefulnefs. Their congrega- 
tions were numerous, and a confiderable fubfcription 
made already by their hearers, for the erection of one or 
more places of worfhip; and a competent appointment 
offered them by the colonifts and military, if they would 
open ichools, and undertake the tuition of their children. 
Should it pleafe our merciful Lord to blefs their efforts 
among the Britifh inhabitants, a great door of entrance 
might from thence be opened to Norfolk Ifland, or ether 
places in its vicinity, as well as to the native heathen, 
who now frequent the colony. 

At Tongataboo, nine brethren, we truft, continue to 
labour in their vocation; from whom, the only informa- 
tion which we have received, came through an Ameri- 
can Captain, who vifited the ifland not many weeks af- 
ter the departure of the Duff, and found them all well, 
as thev had been left. 

At Otaheite remain feven brethren and one fifter, who 
have given the ftrongeft evidence of their devotednels to 
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their work, by their determination not to forfake their 
poft. . Whatever might be the apprehenfions of thofe 
who departed, for their perfonal fafety, it 1s evident thofe 
who refolved to remain there could have apprehended 
none. 

After the receipt of the painful intelligence of the cap- 
ture of the Duff, and the removal of a part of the Maf- 
fionaries to Port Jackfon; a committee was appointed; 
confifting of the committee of correfpondence, the chair- 
man and deputy chairman of the other committees, with 
the addition of the Rev. Meffrs. Nicol and Steven; 
Meffrs. Syms, T. Wilfon, and J: Wilfon; for the pur- 
pofe of confidering, | 

1. The beft and fpeedieft means of fupporting the 
miffions already eftablifhed ; and, 

2: Of accomplifhing thofe fuggefted and recommended 
at the laft general meeting. 

This committee entered on their work, September 
19, 1799, when feveral memotrs; which had been drawn 
up by members of the committee, were read, and laid on 
the table, for confideration at the next meeting. 

September 24. The following refolutions were in con- 
fequence adopted. 

Refolved, That from the encouraging reprefentation 
made by Dr. Vanderkemp, and the Secretary to the 
New South African Society, of the profpe€tyof ufeful- 
nefs in the vicinity of the Cape, and alforamong thé'Caf- 
fres and Bofhemen, as well as of an introduéti6n into 
Madagafcar, it appears, that fix or eight unmarried 
Miffionaries fhould be fent to the Cape as foon as con- 
venient after they are fele€ted, three or four of whom 
fhould be Dutchmen, and an equal number Enelifh- 
men; that their deftination fhould have a reference to 
thefe different ftations; but that their {pecific appoint- 
ments fhall be the fubje&t of more particular regulation, 
previoufly to their departure from England, or otherwife 
after their arrival at the Cape. 

Refolved, That the Committee of Correfpondence be 
fequefted to prepare a letter to Mr. Ledeboer, inform- 
Vou. I. No. 3. K 
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ing him of the preceding refolution, and authorifing thie 
Society with which he is connected, to felect three or 
four fuitable perfons to form a part of that miffion ; and 
to defire him to inform us when they are likely to be 
ready. , 

Refolved, That of the Miffionaries who may go to 
the Cape, one Dutch, and one Englifh at leaft, thould 
poffefs refpectaBle preaching abilities for that ftation. 

Refolved, That it appears advifable, that the miffion 
to India fhould be increafed by one or two more indivi- 
duals, as foon as fuch cam be found, who are qualified for 
the Miffionary fervice in that part. 

Refolved, That it appears defirable that two fuitable 
young men fhould receive inftruction in the Arabic 
tongue, and in furgery, with a view to qualify them for 
Miffionaries in thofe countries, in Afia or Africa, where 
that language is underftood. 

Refpecting the miffion to the South Seas, it was re- 
folved to wait till advices flhould come from Capt. Rob- 
fon, which fhould afcertain whether he could proceed on 
his voyage or not. On his return, the deliberations were 
refumed; and confidering the unfhaken fidelity of the 
brethren who abode at their feveral {tations ; remember- 
ing the folemn pledge of the Society to them, in our laft 
Addrefs, affuring them, ‘‘ lx the prefente of God, and his 
holy angels, never to forget, neglett, or wilfully defert them.” 
On thefe and other grounds, the Committee felt the im- 
perious*tlaims they had to our attention, and came to 
the following refolution: ‘* ‘Phat the brethren in the 
South Sea Iflands fhall be vifited.” | 

The beft and {peedieft method for accomplifhing this 
became naturally the next fubjeét of inquiry. Three 
methods were fuggefted, and inquiries and eftimates 
made. 

1. By 2South whaler; but it was found, that the ex- 
penfe of taking out four Miffionaries, and landing at the 
different iflands, would amount to the fum of 2786].— 
This plan being fo expenfive, uncertain, and capable of 
affording fo little help, was rejected. 
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The other two were next confidered, of a {mall fhip 
of our own, of 150 tons; or of a much larger, to. con- 
vey 100 perfons, and return, if poffible, with freight. 
Both thefe modes were canvaffed, with their advantages 
and difadvantages, difficultiesand expenfe, 

In this ftate of indecifion, an unforefeen providential 
opening, made by the owners of the Royal Admiral, en- 
gaged our attention; and it was refolved to depute a 
Sub-committee to converfe with the owners, and receive 
an explicit propofal in writing from them. 

The following was within a few days given: 


Dear SiR, Guildford-freet, Dec. 7, 1799. 


«© ] RECEIVED your note, covering the propofitions 
of the Miflionary Society, relative to taking our Mifi- 
onaries to the South Seas, and have fhewn the fame to 
feveral of the gentlemen concerned in the Royal Admi- 
ral, whoall exprefs their readinefs to promote the So- 
ciety’s views to their fulleft extent, and on the moft rea- 
fonable terms; and therefore authorife me to fay, they 


are willing to take any number of Miffionaries to Ota- 
heite, not exceeding fifty, for three thoufand pounds; 


or to go to Tongataboo with ten, for one thoufaud 
pounds, fubject to the permiffion of the Tranfport Board. 

With refpect to bringing any of them back, that muft 
depend upon circumftances, according to the time they 
are living on the fhip, and {pace which their baggage 
may occupy (for which areafonable allowance will be ex- 
pected, as well as for demurrage after a reafonable term, 
to be limited to fee them fettled), at the end of the voy- 
age. Yours, &c. 

GABRIEL GILLETT.” 

This letter, with their report, the Committee pre- 
fented to the Directors, and it underwent a long difcuf- 
lion; but confidering its great importance, they adjourned 
the decifion for one week, till the Monday following, 
and ordered every Director in town to be fummoned, 
for the exprefs purpofe of the fulleft inveftigation. On 


the day appointed, the largeft number of Directors ever 
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affembled met, with many others who had been in that 
office. 
The following refolutions were moved and feconded, 
Jong confidered, and carried, nem. con. 
Refolved, That Miffionaries, to the number of ten, 
-and not exceeding thirty, be fent to the South Seas ; 
part of them to be left, either at Port Jackfon, or at 
Norfolk Hland ; part at Tongataboo; part at Otaheite; 
and part to be fent afterwards, from one or other of the 
places {pecified, to the Marquefas, and to the Sandwich 
Iflands (as opportunity fhall offer), the proportion .to 
each place to be fettled afterwards. | 
Thus, dear Sir, have we detailed to you fully the pro- 
ceedings of your brethren, which, we hope, will be gra- 
tifying ; and have only to add, that the Royal Admiral, 
it is fuppofed, wall failin March. It is defirable to fend 
as many proper perfons as we can procure, with thofe 
who are already accepted, as the expente will be nearly 
the fame. They fhould be men of a Miffionary fpirit, 
An gee, you have known, and approved as 
aithfal. . Men of a meek and lowly mind; willing to 
fill the place. allotted to them, without murmuring or 
énvy5. ready..to endure difficulties, and facrifice indul- 
gences; willing to labour with their hands, and fhew 
examples of indufiry among the natives; and by their 
lives and tempers, to manifeft the bleffednefs of that 
Chriftianity, which they are appointed to.inculcate; and 
cheerfully engaging to fubmit to the regulations effential 
to good order in the feveral places of their abode, as is 
more fully {tated in our late addrefs to thofe who offer 
for Miffionary labour, and which was publifhed this 
month in the Supplement to the Evangelical Magazine. 
It now remains that you, brother, affift us in the ex- 
ecution of the plan propofed, that the number of faith- 
ful and devoted fervants may be ready for embarkation 
again{t the time propofed. We fhouldvhave been happy 
if your local fituation had admitted us to be favoured 
with your prefence, and affifted by your intelligence. 
We thank you kindly for all your expreffions of fympa- 
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thy, and readinefs to repair our lofles, as well as for your 
prayers, which, we truft, have entered into the ears of 
our Godand Father. We intreat their continuance with 
increafing ardour, deeply fenfible of all human infuffi- 
ciency, and confcious that the great head of the church 
alone, the Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf, muft put forth his 
own divine power, or vainis the help of man. But if he 
will work, none can let it; and his ftrength fhall be 
made perfect in weaknefs. By order, 
ALEXANDER WaucGu, 
Chairman to the Committee. 


Dec. 26, 1799. 
SOUTH SEAS. 
N the roth of June, 1799, arrived in London, 
William Crook, Miffionary, fromthe Marquefas.* 
it is not eafy to defcribe the furprize which this event 
excited in the breafts of all who were made acquainted 
therewith. We have no doubt but our readers will be 
anxious to be informed of the grounds of fo unexpected 
acircumftance. Ever ready to gratify them to the ut- 
moft of our ability, we haften to lay before them an out- 
line of the information we have been able to colleét. 
- Mr. Crook reports, that during the firft fix months 
of his refidence at Chriftina, he fuffered confiderably 
from hunger, arifing from the previous improvidence of 
the natives, but was treated kindly by thechiefs, who 
Jet him. partake of their fcanty morfel. About eight 
months after the departure of the Durr, an American 
veflel, trading to the north-weft coaft of America, an- 
chored in Refolution-Bay, by the Captain of which he 
fenthome his Journal. Another of the fame country, 
bound to China, appeared off the ifland four months af- 
ter. On board of this veffel Mr. Crook went, with the 
defign to inquire what country fhe was of, and to write 
home; but the wind coming frefh from the mountains, 
the {hip was unable to work into the harbour, and was 
carried to leeward. This circumftance prevented the 


* See Captain Wilson’s letter, Page 60. 
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return of Mr. Crook, who requefted the Captain to 
carry him to Sir H. Martyn’s, an ifland which lies about 
fixty miles to the north-weft. The Captain, who, as well 
as the Captain of the former fhip, was extremely kind, 
bore away, and landed him on that {pot. 

Here the natives, aftonifhed to find a white man {peak 
in their own language, received him, though deftitute 
of every thing but what he had on, with the greateft 
cordiality ; and, till he diffuaded them from the extra- 
vagant opinion, confidered him as agod. The princi- 
pal chief immediately made him his Tayo, and fupplied 
him with a profufe liberality. In a fhort time he ob- 
tained a large piece of ground, ftocked with bread-fruit, 
cocoa-nuts, and the tarro-roots, which he enclofed with 
a bamboo-fence, planted, and built a houfe upon it. 

After a refidence of feven months, the fhips Euphra- 
tes and Butterworth, beth fouth-whalers from London, 
put in for refrefhments, to whom he was of confiderable 
fervice, as.interpreter, as well asin procuring forthem a 
plentiful fupply. Defpairing of feeing the fhip Duff in 
this ifland, he thought he could beit ferve the caufe by 
returning (hoping to arrive in England before fhe left it), 
and by reprefenting to the Directors the real ftate of: 
the whole groupe of the Marquefas, together with the 
propriety of fending more Miffionaries, who, by exhibit- 
ing a form of Chriftian economy, might induce the na- 
tives, from what they fhould feein domeftic life, to pay 
greater attention to the inftructions given them. This 
he judged might be facilitated by his knowledge of the 
language and cuftoms ‘of the people, with which he 
could make them acquainted, in fome meafure, on the 
voyage. 

It fo happens, that every meafure which he recom- 
mends has been adopted by the Direétors, whofe Miffi- 
onaries, about ten in number, befides women, will be 
greatly difappointed, when they find him not there, and 
whofe lofs, for want of an interpreter of his defeription, 
will be feverely felt. However, we hope, in regard to 
the main object, no*other evil will arife from this unex- 
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petted event, than that of retarding their operations for 
a fhort time. Our concern in other refpects is lefs, as by 
the account he brings it is now certain, that Europeans in 
all this groupe will be‘received with the moft cordial wel- 
come; and with the fmalleft attention to cultivation, 
will always be fupplied with abundance. 

Sir H. Martyn’s Ifland, he reprefents to be by far the 
beft fituated for Miffionary refidence, both in regard to 
fertility, cultivation, and kind ufage. ‘ 

The kinds of fruit found at Otaheite grow here in 
great plenty. The whole country abounds with frefh 
water fprings and rivulets, which conduce much to the 
promotion of vegetation, and give it the preference in 
this refpect to Tongataboo. In the higher lands, the 
ground, he conceives, might be made to produce fruits 
and grains of various kinds; and he recommends the cul- 
ture of rice, of which the natives are very fond, and might 
be fupplied with it in cafe of a failure in the crops of 
bread fruit. 

‘Though among thefe poor hofpitable ftrangers, dif- 
orders of any kind are little known, yet numbers are cut 
off with continual wars, when thofe who fall in battle 
are generally baked, and fed upon as a delicious repaft. 
Mr. Crook laments, that though he could never be pre- 
vailed on to join in thefe quarrels, yet he had never fuf- 
ficient influence to check them. He is, neverthelefs, of 
opinion, that a body of Miffionaries would be able, in 
2 great meafure to prevent them, if not entirely. There 
are among them but very faint traces of government. 
Many are their gods; but thofe held in higheft venera- 
tion, are the departed {pirits of their chiefs. Of an up- 
per and lower place, where the fouls of the dead refide, 
they have fome notions, but thefe are extremely con- 
fufed. They appear to be ftrongly attached to their fu- 
perftitions, and to bring them to a knowledge of the 
gotpel will be a work of time, except God fhould go out 
of the ordinary courfe in effecting it; but he fuppofes 
much might be done by the fettlement of ten or twelve 
Miffionaries upon the ifland. Thef€ are gone, and will 
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be followed by many prayers. The hufbandman ‘has 
long patience for the precious fruits of the earth, which 
appear in their feafon, and amply, repay all his labours 
and expectations. Upon the whole, we think the So- 
ciety may be encouraged to perfevere, with an humble 
dependence on that arm, which can make the rough 
places plain, and the crooked things ftraight. + 

The Captain of the Butterworth has brought over a 
fprightly boy, firft coufin to the chief of Chriftina, about 
feoriech years of age, who has been prefented to the 
Miffionary Society by W. and T. Curtis, Efqrs. owners 
of the fhip, who have alfo kindly refufed to accept any ac- 
knowledgment for the paffage of Mr. Crook. This na- 
tive, we icarn, will be educated by the Society, and re- 
turn to his relatives with fome future miffion. There is 
another youth from Sir H. Martyn’s iffand on board the 
Euphrates, which ts not yet arrived. 





SANDWICH ISLANDS. 
Edinburgh, Dec. 1799. 

WE have been favoured with the perufal of two let- 
ters, one of them dated from Owhyee, the chief of the 
Sandwich iflands, Auguft 20, 1798; the other from 
New-York, Auguit 27, 1799, which contain interefting 
intelligence, in the event of a miffion being fent to thele 
iflands. Our readers may depend on their authenticity. 
“I thought it prudent,” fays the writer, * to rifk my- 
felf among the natives, rather than to proceed tofea again 
in the vetiel, the being then, through the hardfhips of the 
voyage, a perfedt wreck. So I lived ha pi/y with them 
twelve months, under the protection of the fecond chief 
on the iflands; and he made me proprietor of an im- 
mente tract of the fineft fugar-cane plantation in the 
slobe. There are twenty-three white men altogether in 
the ifland. Some of them have been there eight years. 
We are civilly treated by the natives. The chiets provide 
for us, and protect us. The natives have arrived at fome 
degree of civiliza 14. through the vifitation of European 
fhips. They appear puntual in their fuperftitions. ” 
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ESSAYS ON THE SABBATH. 
ESSAY I. 

On the Remémbrancé of the Sabbath. 
HERE are few profeffors of religion, who do not 
acknowledge the divine inftitution of the Sab- 
bath. But there are, it is to be feared, too many who 
little confider what their acknowledgment implies and 
exacts. Were we not daily witnefles of the fact, it 
would be almoft incredible with what eafe men make a 
general profeffion, in direét contradiction to the tenor 
of their lives: Thus, while the morality of the Sabbath, 
and the guilt of profaning it; are undifputed; there is, 
perhaps, no fin-into which, at this day, numbers, other- 
wife decent and apparently religious, fall more habitu- 
ally, and with lefs compun¢tion. _ If, to their untender- 
nefs, you add the wanton tranfgreffions of thofe to whom 
all religion is a fubje&t of mockery, you muft be con- 
vinced, that the evil hath arifen to fuch a height, as 
fhould make us tremble, while it makes us bluth. 
The. multitude of offenders hath, in fome meafure, 
biaffed public opinion, and by dividing their iniquity, 
diminifhed their fhame: Their example perverts the. 
unwary, and their crime grows bold by his feduction. 
But, lightly as this day of reft may be treated, its duties 
are extefifive, its obligations important, and the neg- 
lect of them exceedingly provoking, to the Moft High 


God. <\s this fin abounds, we are Called to double vi- 
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gilance for avoiding it inourfelves, and difcountenancing 
it in others. It is the voice of Jehovah, not lefs em- 
phattic in his providence than in his*word, ‘* Remember 
the Sabbath dayto keep it ka Exod. xx. 8. It is 
worthy of remark, that no other commandment ts in- 
troduced with that folemn caution, remember: not be- 
caufe any other is lefs facred, but becaufe no other is fo 
liable to be flighted. While the reft of the law is, at all 
times, of equal obligation; this branch of it relates toa 
particular feafon. ‘The reftri€tion being founded on a 
payed ordinance, by which God hath appropriated, as 

is Own, acertain portion of our time, it has not the 
fame guardianfhip of patural confcience. ‘The duty, 
indeed, of worfhipping our Creator, and of worfhipping 
him at ftated periods, is, in itfelf,as demonftrable as any 
other. But, had the feafon been left difcretionary, every 
one, if he obferved the duty at all, would have adjufted 
it to his own convenience or“inclination, and thus, all fo- 
cial religion, and, with it, all found morality, would 
fhortly have been banifhed from the world. It was, 
therefore, necefflary, not only to bind men down to the 
obfervance of a particular day, but to fix fuch an em- 
phafis on the appointment, as might, in fome meafure, 
fupply the want.of an innate teftimony of confcience to 
the principles of immutable morality. 

“Moreover, as the Sabbath was made for man, and not 
man for the Sabbath, it is eafy to conceive how the car- 
nal mind, by perverting this doctrine, might defraud the 
Sabbath of its due. ‘Towheck fuch prefumption, God 
hath charged us to remember it, and hath therein taught 
us, that he does not view our treatment of it with indif- 
ference. | “phe } | 

- But it is not a fimple recolleCtion of the Sabbath 
which comes up to the {fcriptural fenfe of remembering 
it. Let us, then, inquire more diftin@ly what this part 
of the precept enjoins. ow 

ft. In remembering the Sabbath day, we are fo che- 
rif, through the week an affectionate anticipation of iis 
approach, of tts employments, and of its privileges. — 
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It is a falfe opinion, that we have no concern with the 
Sabbath before it arrive. Were our duty, on this pe: 
jet, rightly underftood, and'did the attachments ofth 
heart follow the light of the underftanding, a furprifin 
transformation would be wrought in our conduct. W 
fhould not flumber in forgetfulnefs of that memorable 
day; nor banith, as unfeafonable and impertinent, occa- 
fional thoughts of it through the week; nor fecretly re- 
pine at an incident which warns us that itisnear. We 
would rather lay ourfelves open to every influence which 
could recal, in a lively manner, the Sabbath which 1s 
paft, and place full in our view, the Sabbath which is to 
come. It argues ftrong depravity, when all the traces of 
this day’s folemnities are obliterated with the fetting fun, 
and the heart exults, that the hour of bondage is over, 
and that it will be feveral days before it can return. No; 
if we ferve God at all, the 4eart muft be his. If we re- 
member his Sabbath with that juft deference which he 
requires, and which it is our happinefs to pay, one of 
our moft pleafurable reflections at the conclufion of 
each day of reft will be, that there are more in profpect. 
It would be grief infupportable to a Chriftian, were he 
doomed to fojourn long upon earth, without the hope 
of enjoying another Sabbath. Can it be otherwife ? 
While the children of promife have, at all times, ac~ 
cefs to their Father’s prefence ; this, if I may fo {peak, is 
his great day of audience. It is then, in the affemblies 
of his faints, that his living oracles are opened, and his 
words of grace proclaimed. “It is then that the voice of 
focial fupplication, of confeffion, and thankfgiving, in- 
vokes his throne. It is then that he appears in the 
condefcenfions of his character as the God who heareth 
prayer, And the man who can look forward to fuch 
employments, and tuch privileges, without an elevated 
mind; without any warmed affections; with a fpirit of 
diffatisfaction and of gloom; as he hath never tafted that 
the Lor@ is gracious, fo he does not, cannot remember 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 

2, Due remembrance of the Sabbath implies: the pre- 
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vious adjufiment.of our temporal affairs, that they maynos 
guterfere with tts duties. 

eV ith too many, even among the more reputable claf- 
fes of profeffing chriftians, there is, on this point, a cul- 
pable neglect. They will not, indeed, like fome of their 
gracelefs neighbours, equally regardlels of God’s com- 
mandment, and of their own mercies, difhonour the 
Sabbath, by direct and open profanation, They will 
not {quander i it in idle amufement, nor devote it to fe- 
cular gain; but they are not fufficiently cautious in re- 
gulating the occupations of the week, fo.as to prevent 
encroachment on the weightier duties of the Lord’s day. 
J {peak not of thofe providential occurrences which lie 
without the reach of human forefight, But certainly, if, 
in arranging worldly concerns, no regard is fhewn to the 
enfuing Sabbath ; if, through want of ordinary prudence, 
the principal part of the week be trifled away, Or con- 
fumed in bufinefs which might be {peedily difpatched, 
or conveniently deferred; while bufinefs which demands 
time and labour, and which cannot, without detriment, 
be poftponed, is left to the clofe of the week, when there 
is not leifure to finifh it, and we then apply to it, till, 
perhaps, the monitions of confcience tear us away; we 
act moft improperly, not to fay, moft criminally. This 
is to lay {nares for our own fouls ; nor is it probable, 
that, in fuch circumftances, we will be prepared for fanc- 
tifying the Sabbath. 

To this branch of duty belongs the feafonable atten- 
iion to food, to fuel, to clothing, and other particulars 
of domeftic management, which are often overlooked 
becaufe they are {mall, but which, neverthelefs, become, 
when overlooked, fources of fin before God. 

I may not omit mentioning here, a common fault in 
planning and executing journies. Thefe are too gene- 
rally accommodated only to fecular bufinefs. Without 
confidering that the affairs of men muft bow to the or- 
dinances of God, even profefflors of religion aréicharge- 
able, on this sround, with much irreverence to his holy 
day. When fhut out, by detention on thewroad, from 
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thofe facred offices in which they ought to place their de- 
light, they confole themfelves, and quiet their comie- 
ences, by pleading neceffity: While, at the fame tithe, 
they know that it was in their power, if they had had the 
inclination, to avoid the neceffity ittelf. | 

On thefe, and fimilar fubjeéts, we fhould improve 
our very weaknefs as an argument of caution. For it is 
evident, that the diftra¢tions of worldly care cannot con- 
fift with the tranquil and fpiritual exercifes of the Sab- 
bath. Faultinefs here will produce, even in the pious 
mind, a perpetual conflict, an incongruous mixture of 
fenfe with fpirit, of earth with heaven, of duty with fin. 

3. An effential duty implied in remembering the Sab- 
bath day, is the preparation of our hearts for its acceptable 
obfervance. 

He hath attended very little to the nature of {piritual 
worfhip, and to the influence of carnal occupations, who 
fuppofes that he can, without difficulty, exchange the 
latter for the former. The mofl circum{peé chriftian 
will often find rude and vexatious intrufion from thofe 
meaner anxieties which he wifhes to leave far behind. If 
any of my readers are {trangers to fuch embarraffments— 
if to difcipline the heart for God’s day of reft has never 
been to them a laborious tafk, let them not exult in 
their fuperior-attainments. They enjoy this eale, not 
becaufe they fanctify the Sabbath more effectually than 
others; but becaufe they do not fanétify it at all. They 
lie unto their Maker with their lips, while their harlot 
affections luftafter mammon. Alas! how vain are our 
imaginations! how unworthy our views! how flightly 
are we impreffed with the folemnity of the circumiftan- 
ces in which»the Sabbath places us! Our time, our 
perfons, our fervices, are then peculiarly confecrated to 
God, with whom is terrible Majeffy; and we come be- 
fore him with careleffnefs, if not with levity—to God, 
who 1s of purer eyes than to behold iniquity; and we come 
before fim with flumbering confciences and polluted 
hearts—to God, whofe name is jealous,and who will rex- 
der his rebukes with flames of fire; and we come before 
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him as thofe who have neither homage to offer, nor evils 
to deprecate ; who neither afk his favour, nor dread his 
frown! Were we called to ¥ifit, on a queftion of deep 
concernment, one of our fellow-creatures exalted far 
above us in earthly rank, we would frequently revolve 
before-hand, the nature of the interview, though an in- 
terview with a man who {hall die, and the fonof man 
who fhall become as grafs: and when we approach that 
King eternal, in whofe fight all fublunary diftinGtions 
are loft in the common infignificance; approach to con- 
verfe before his feat on our immortal interefts; fhall we 
do it with no awe upon our fpirits, nor a previous thought 
how we fhall appear? A heart reeking with the world, 
is very unfit for the fublime and heavenly contempla- 
tions for which the Sabbath is eminently allotted. If, 
then, we would remember it, fo as to be, in any defira- 
ble degree, prepared for it, we fhould retire into our own 
bofoms, and examine how matters ftand between us and 
our God? So many mercies to be recognized—fo many 
wants to be fupplied—fo many fins to be forgiven—fo 
much defilement to be cleanfed—fhould fill us with 
profound ferioufnefs and humiliation; fhould impel us 
to flee to the fountain opened for fin and uncleannefs— 
and to implore the fpirit of adoption, to feal on our con- 
fciences our part in Chrift. O how enviable, how di- 
vine, to enter on the Sabbath in evangelical innocence ; 
and to experience, in commemorating the refurrection 
of our Lord Jefus, a renewed refurrection to a living 
hope! (Io be continued.) 


-— 2 SORE MRE Sr 








The Irreligion of Chriftians reproved by a Pagans 

N European who lately failed to India, writes thus 
to a friend in England: ‘* When we put in at 
iamond harbour, fome of the natives came on board, 
when one of our officers, with profane oaths, abufed 
them for their fubjection to their Bramins;’’ and faid, 
“ We don’t care for our priefts in England—We do as 
we pleafe.”” No, no, (faid the firft Hindoo that fpoke 

immy hearing) you Engli/h care for nothing byt money.” 





LETTERS ON INFIDELITY. 


Translated from the German. 


i 


PREFACE. 


I love religion as much as I do my own happinefs, and I * 
furvey tt with the fame eye with which a traveller, whe 
fees different ways before him, feeks the right way, 
Here are the fruits of my meditations.  Ihey were ori 

~ ginally letiers, in which I was accuflomed to communicate 
to a dear friend every thing that I obferved from time to 

time, that I reckoned worthy of attention; and I publifk 
them in their original form of letters, as I think that 
truth always appears moft lovely in the plaineh drefs. 

If men would make it a law to themfelves, never to write 
on any fubject, on which they could fay nothing of import- 
ance, that had not been [aid long before, fo many whole 
Suftems would not have been written. The reader, theres 

fore, need not wouder that he finds only a few articles in 

this collection; the reafon of which was only that I 
thought I could uot fay any thing of equal importance 

on the other truths of the chrifiian religion. 

Praétical chriftianity is the only true chrifiianity, and if 
one 1s once convinced of this, he will be much, difpofed to 
turn all his diligence that way, ‘‘ How little did the 

—& heathens know of God? yet how much did not they 
<< often do! On the other hand, how much does a chrif- 
“< tian know of God? and how little does he do!’— 
The following letters were occafioned by this obfervation, 
and their object is too interefting for me not to continue 
to meditate on tt : but it will depend on the judgment of 
my reader, whether I fhall continue to write om it. 


LETTER. 1. 
Dear Frienp, ptt 
MUST acknowledge that I was in fome degree con- 
_ cerned for you when you exchanged the little place 
of your former abode, for the famous city in which you 
now are. You know how difficult it is fora man, nei- 
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ther to fee the world too little nor too much. Only 
I obferve, from what you write, that I have nothing to 
fear for you on that head. | 

When one has once found the proper ftation from 
which a picture can be viewed, he may, without incon- 
veniency or hazard of miftake, remove froin one cornet 
toanother. You will fee the fair nothing of luxury ina 
thoufand different attitudes, and a thoufand fools that 
are bewitched by it, willing to be envied by you; but I 
can eafily imagine with what a pitying look you will fur- 
vey them, as you did not go to fee people of this fort. 
How eagerly will you haften away from them to the un- 
adorned and quiet clofets of the learned, where there is 
not much to be feen, but a great deal to be learried? 
And how many great learned men does your city con- 
tain? I think I fee your eyes fixed on the lips of the 
great man whom you went to vifit ; and that you always 
look greater in proportion as your mind ts enlarged, fo 
that it isidifficult not to envy you at prefent. 

But can you expect, my friend, that your foul will 
find entire fatisfaction from this great man? fF doubt it. 
Socrates was not called the great, but the wife. You 
may expect to go away from many a learned man, jutt 
fuch as you came to him. But the foul may be happy 
with the wife, when it 1s wearied with the learned. 
Pray inform me of the wife men of your city, for I know 
your learned men already. Exert yourfelf not fo much 
to become what man may become, but to become what 
man ought to be, and preferve your fair foul from the 
enthufiafm of the learned. 

But I muft talk with you at greater length. There 
are fome learned men who are all mathematics, others 
that are all hiftory, and others that are all metaphyfics. 
What fort of men are thefe? Men who, if I may fay fo, 
exift, not by themfelves, but only by their learning ; 
as with them the man is only the accident, and learn- 
ing the fubftance. They have fo many things to think 
on, that they have not time to w#// any thing, fo that 
they have never advanced one foot in the way of their 
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duties, and one can almoft as little fay of them that 
they have performed any of their duties, as that they 
have tranfgreffed them. They are nothing but know- 
ledge; and knowledge, properly fpeaking, is- neither 
good nor bad. Now you may eafily judge how great 
a man can be, who is neither good nor bad: Yet itis 
diverting to obferve how people go to work, in order to 
give a character to thefe great men after their deaths, 
who had none in their life-time: They make ufe of 
arbitrary affociations, and felect the greateft virtues that 
they can think pf, for the great mar, with which, if he 
had them, he would indeed be not a little adorned: 
They boaft of his reverence for the Deity, if he was 
only never heard to fcoff at religion: They boafteof his 
affability’ and his humanity, only becaufe he was never 
known to:have beaten any of his neighbours. And 
how lucky is it that application and induftry are of the 
number of the virtues! for on thefe the panegyrift may 
enlarge at pleafure, becaufe here truth fpeaks in favour of 
the deceafed. At laft his refignation to the divine will is 
magnified, merely becaufe he did not live one moment 
longer than it was the will of God that he fhould live! 
Wifdom is therefore the greateft and the trueft merit 
of men. Itis the way to human happinefs. It is that 
which is to be-moft efteemed in men. Wifdom is the 
art of zw7//ing that which we ought to will, and learning 
is Only the art of knowing that which man 1s’ capable 
of knowing. Now, if man confifted only of an under- 
ftanding, but poffeffed no will; and no defires, learning 
would then be his whole happinefs, and lkewife his wif- 
dom. But learning and wifdom are fo different from 
each other, that-a learned man may often bea fool, and 
an unlearned man may be wife. A learned man, who 
is not wife, is like a man whofe head is of a monftrous 
bignefs, and his body the body of a dwarf, and the 
ae that his learning is, he is a greater monfter. 
ou know that it is an unnatural ftate, when the blood 


runs too ftrongly to the head; but the condition ‘of a 
learned man; who is not wife, is not lefs peternaturah 
Vou. I. No. 4. B 
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in the moral world: He is a man who, while he has 
been ufing his underftanding, has loft the ufe of his 
will, How well then can he be? No better thana 
man whole veins in his head are ready to burft by fulnefs 
of blood, while his feet are {tiff with cold. 

‘When 1 confider what is to be afcribed to a man of 
learning, and toa wife man, I find that decency, and the 
overcoming of floth, is all that can be afcribed to a 
learned man: and when I inquire into the powers that 
overcome this obftacle, I find that a ftrong natural ca- 
pacity, and a great deal of ambition, are tufficient for 
putting the machine of the ‘underftanding in motion. 
Now, the firft of thefe can, in no proper fenfe, be im- 
puted,to any man, as providence deals it out as it pleafes, 
Ambition, therefore, muft be brought into the account. 
Do you fay a/one ? Is it then fo difficult to be ambitious, 
efpecially when our natural capacity fets-honour {fo vifi- 
bly before us? But now let us likewife inquire what the 
wife man has in his favour that muft be afcribed to him. 
In the firft place, a fufhcient illumination of the under- 
ftanding; and, fecondly, the infinitely difficult bufinefs 
of directing the will. Confider, that the will muft be 
able to wi// what it w//s, and that nothing except what 
I have willed, can be properly afcribed to me. But now 
you will fay to me, how many will tell you that the will 
fometimes zwélls what it would not, and does not qwi// 
what it would? 





- video mehora, probogue, 
Deteriora fequor. 


Here is the labyrinth of learning and wifdom. The 
unprefcribable rights of folly extend over all mankind, 
and its followers are much more numerous than is com- 
monly fuppofed. But if it gave no fatisfaction, it would 
foon be deprived of its power. 

You know, my friend, how highly I value the learn- 
ed. Under no other condition than this, that the writ- 
ings of the learned inftruct and pleafe me; I fay, under 
no other condition than this, that I am fo willingly in 
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their company. , and am almoft conftantly found among 
them, can I allow myfelf to be reckoned in their num- 
ber. So highly do I fle them. I imitate that author, 
who tells us that he read the ancients with reverence, 
and the moderns without envy. But learning fhall ne- 
ver be more valued by me than wifdom. It is, indeed, 
the neareft ftep to wifdom; for among all things that 
can be imagined, I know none that approaches {fo near 
to wifdom as learning «oes, From learning there is 
only a ftep to wifdom; but alas! there is alfo but a ftep 
to folly. And to exprefs its relation very briefly, what 
ruowiedgt is to the other faculties of the foul, that is 
wifdom with regard to learning. It is the direétor of 
men. Learning without wifdom, i is like the {wift mo- 
tion of a fhip that has loft its rudder. A learned man, 
who is not wife, ought to be as much pitied as admired. 
As in the hiftory of nations, fometimes heroes, and 
fometimes public benefactors arife, fo fometimes abili- 
ties, and fometimes moral virtues are moft efteemed. 
Our age feems to be the age of talents. And although 
it likewife moralizes on every thing, that is no contra- 
digion to what I have faid of it. The metaphyfician 
moralizes, and applies to the hearts of his readers, when 
he cannot convince their underftanding. The hiftorian 
moralizes; and what better can he do, when he has not 
much torelate? The ancients exerted their eloquence 
in order to reform men’s manners. But we feem to talk 
of the reformation of manners only to fhow our elo- 
quent It is well done to ftudy geometry, not in or- 
er to meafure, but in order to learn to think juftly 
But it is very wrong, when men only talk of morals to 
exercife their eloquence. Such a thing might, perhaps, 
be fit for ftudents of moral philofophy in an exercife, 
but not for a man to whom virtue is facred. When I 
read the old orators, ‘I can obferve that it was not their 
object merely to be admired. This would not content 
them; they expected actions, and not applaufes. An 
orator. who prodaces no other effect in the minds of his 
hearers, except to make them admire him, deferves 
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not the name of an orator. Eloquence is never more 
beautiful than when it draws the hearers away from the 
orator to the things which he recommends. They 
ought not to have time to admire the orator, but to be 
employed about themfelves, They ought to forget 
the orator for his fubje&t; and an honeft orator withes 
to be forgotten, When will we begin to eftimate the 
{trength of our eloquence by the greatnefs of its effects ? 
I know no other ftandard, and the ancients knew no 
other. Do you know any other? For my own part, 
at leaft, although the world had read with admiration, 
twenty volumes of my fermons, I would doubt, notwith- 
{tanding, whether I had fulfilled the rules of facred elo- 
quence. On the other hand, if I had, by my fermons, 
made only ten finners become good men, I would think 
the value of my eloquence far better decided. But 
more of this afterwards. 


(To be continued.) 


one 


On the Coming of the Redeemer's Kingdom ; and the Pub- 
lication of Religious Magazines as the moft likely Mean 
to promote that Event. 








Come, Lord, and added to thy many crowns, 
Receive yet one, as radiant as the rest, 
Due to thy last and most effectual work, 
Thy word fulfill’d, the conquest of a world! 
Cownsr. 


OD has promifed that Chrift’s kingdom fhall come, 

and fhe faints, without exception, pray that it 

miy be increafed. It fhall come. All the attempts of 
hell and earth, whether proceeding from violence or de- 
ceit, cannot obftru& the joyful event, Divine predic- 
tions, which have, in former times, fupported the faith, 
and animated the hope of thoufands, have been accom- 
plifhed to others in fucceeding ages. Both have been 
gainers. The firft had the advantage of believing and 
wreftling, and the laft of the actual accomplifhment 
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of the falutary promife. ‘Times, paft reckoning, have 
faints, in former periods, cried for the accomplifhment of 
that precious prediction, Ifa. lix. 19. ‘So fhall they 
fear the name of the Lord from the weft.” America now 
enjoys the accomplifhment, and, we hope, multitudes 
yet unborn, will rejoiceand exult. Weare affured, that 
the Redeemer will be €elebrated from the rifing to the 
fetting fun, and that his name fhall endure for ever, 
His kingdom will come. Oppoftion may be great, but 
in his day of power fhall fall before the breath of his 
mouth, as autumnal leaves before the roaring wind. 
However well concerted, the plans of all who oppofe-his 
intereft, fhall be turned into foolifhnefs. On earth the 
people imagine a vain thing, and HE that fits in Heaven 
laughs. He knows all the defigns of his enemies, and 
can nip them in the bud, or blaft them when fully 
blown. His hand is invifible, but almighty. Frieads 


may be few, and inftruments for carrying on the great » 


work, feeble, but they are workers together with God, 
and might be fuccefsful, Favoured with fuch a look 
as Gideon of old, they fhall go in tat their ftrength, 
and thrafh mountains of oppofition {mall as chaff. Ap- 
pearances may be again{ft Zion. Tempeft-tofled, and 
diftant from the defired haven, fhe may apprehend her- 
felf in imminent danger, but fhe is fafe; fhe has catt 
anchor within the vail, and fhall weather every ftorm. 
The fituation of the difciples, on a certain occafion, is 
expreffive of Zion’s worft condition. They were at fea. 
The winds blew, and the fea raged. Exertions feemed 
ufelefs, and they were threatened with immediate de- 
ftruction, Jefus was with them—but he was afleep. 
The boifterous winds, the dafhing waves, and reeling vef- 
fel could neither difturb or awake him. The firft needy 
cry of his diftreffed difciples was inftantly attended to, 
and their fafety was preferred to the reft of his holy hu- 
man nature. He fpake with authority, and the ele- 
ments were hufhed. Hail, fnow, vapour, ftormy winds 
do fully keep his word. Inftead of harm, the difciples 
get great good by the ftorm, Having heard their maf- 







































™ Je ‘ r — OT ey ae cad ats, cee 
, a Ee Se eh Ce oy a Fane arg a 
0 2 ofits x Legit ~ nee Pb yee — at ge es AT 4 ghee 
eye ~iseteg ~ p> Sates Masiello nw a we a a ci Se 
as - * . - : ? ; Ys - eee 
pA 8 2 Re ae 9 Ae ee aad 
a ¥ cetasd |e 2 as Bee he te Lo ere Sag oO, 


i 


a ee Dre tae Pee . ~ aie ae 
> oy NE as ae nee 
- re ae we i. ee . 
pa “ + 40 - es was A 
” Sig aR Se ; 
Ptah he ; sway ‘ 
x ce ey a 
Sa ~istpe-% ties SS open mes” sD 


254  Onthe Coming of the Redeemer's Kingdom. 


ter command the winds and feas, they knew him better, 
and their faith was increafed. It is exacty fo with Zion. 
Should he feem to fleep, ftill Jefus 1s with her. He has 
faid, I will never, never leave thee, nor forfake thee, and 
her name is, rHE Lorp 1s THERE. He who {teers the 
helm, manages every ftorm. ‘The moft unexpected can- 
not furprize him, and the moft tremendous cannot alarm 
him. He is Lord of all. 

Drawn by one who could neither err nor miftake, Da- 
vid’s character is the man after God’s own heart. Among 
other reafons, he 1s fo called, becaufe he turned every 
object and event intoa fong of pratte in honour of his 
Lord. God does all things for his own glory, and Da- 
vid ftirred up all that was within him, and invited and 
urged all arovnd him to praife the Lord. He deter- 
mined that his mouth fhould never ceale, and he gave 
the creation around him no reft. He invited the angels, 
and indeed every creature. Among many other places, 
fee Pfal. cxlviil. and when he could dono more, he often 
broke off with, Hatieruya! 

But if David had not been very much in prayer, he 
had neither been fo fitted, nor fo much inclined to 
praife. A mercy greatly needed, and earneftly fought, 
when obtained, fills the heart with gratitude, and the 
mouth with praife. David was a man of prayer; and 
one petition went deeper in his heart, and was more fre- 
quently in his mouth than all others. It was the fum, 
the amount of all he defired, that Chrift’s kingdom 
might come. If this was granted, the prayers of David 
the fon of Jeffe were ended. See that moft beautiful 
and heart-ravifhing Plalm, Pfal. Ixxu. Succefs to the 
kingdorn of the Lord Jefus, was the centre of his de- 
fires. However. difireffing his own fituation was, if 
Zion profpered, all was well; without this nothing could 
fatisfy him; if this was granted, whatever was denied, 
he was happy, tuned his harp, and praifed. 

Like David, all the Lord’s people fhould intereft 
themfelves in Zion’s fuccefs. They are born from above, 
and have been made to drink into one,fpirit. But the 
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love of many waxes cold. In our degenerate and luke- 
warm age, few can fay, “ If 1 forget thee, O Jerufalem, 
let my right hand forget her cunning.” Now, alas! all 
mind their own things; few the things that are Chrift’s. 
Were we influenced as we ought to be, by examples of 
activity in ferving, or alacrity im fuffering, we fhould be 
compaffed about with @cloud of witneffes, much more 
numerous than when Paul {poke of them. Wehave Mofes 
and the prophets, Chrift and the apoftles, and an innu- 
merable company of martyrs, who, to promote the Me- 
diator’s intereft, took joyfully the {poiling of their goods, 
and refifted the oppofition to it, even unto blood. Ever 
before us, thefe examples fhould animate our hearts, 
quicken our pace, and render us indefatigable and perfe- 
vering. We fhould even learn from Chrift’s enemies, 
Fas eft et ab hofte doceri. How laborious and unrelent- 
ing are they in their oppofition ! Inftead of making them 
defift, difappointments feem only to whet their malice, 
and render their invention more fruitful, and their exer- 
tions more vigorous. In di/igence, O Chriftians, let us 
imitate our foes! 

God’s goodnets to the faints is marvellous loving kind- 
nefs. Delivered from the loweft hell by the blood of 
God, every foul ought, while fhe has being, to praife 
him, and labour to promote his intereft. Would they 
believe it, God and his people have no divided interefts. 
His and theirs are one. When Zion isin profperity, no 
faint can-be deftitute. He may be tried, but his foul 
fhall be as a watered garden. His bread fhall be given, 
and his water made ture. 

Called to exert themfelves in the Lord’s caufe, inftead 
of prompt and ready compliance, the profeffed friends of 
Chrift have a thoufand excufes. One tells us his abili- 
ties are {mall, and he muft be excufed. Another 1s fo 
much occupied about a pittance for himfelf and family, 
that he has no time. A third infifts, that public exer- 
tions belong to the facred functions. On the day of bat- 
tle,an honeit Captain difdains to be idle; but how would 
he relith it, if private foldiers fhould refufe to fight, be- 
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caufe in an inferior ftation, and of lefs abilities! When 
our great Mafter required an account of the talents, his 
approbation and condemnation did not turn on the quan- 
tity, but the improvement and abufe. It 1s truth, and 
atruth replete with mercy and confolation, that Chrift 
has appointed a ftanding miniftry for perfecting his bo- 
dy, and that preaching the £ 1 is the great ordinance 
of God for advancing Chrift’s kingdom. But there are 
other means; and, inftead of fuperfeding thefe, like a 
powerful lever, the weekly preaching of the crofs of 
Chrift puts and keeps them all in motion. From the 
higheft to the loweft, chriftians of every defcription 
ought, to the utmoft, to exert themfelves in promoting 
the Lord’s work. For our encouragement, Chrift’s 
kingdom is of fuch a nature, that the weakeft babe may 
do much to advance it. The noify and talkative pro 
feffor is not always the moft ufeful. Much is done by 
prayer. The greateft and moft fhining talents, moved 
and guided by the greateft meafures of grace, are not al- 
ways the moft fuccefsful. The Lord is fovereign; and 
fometimes in certain performances there is too much of 
the creature for the Creator to adopt them. The Lord 
makes ufe of weak and foolifh things to confound the 
wife. Chrift condefcends to compare his church to a 
family, where there are young men and babes, and where 
he himfelf is the Head and Father. Should a fire break 
out in any of our houfes, according to their age and abi- 
lity, all would join in active endeavours to extinguifh 
it. Even avery young child might be ufeful. He could 
give the alarm; or, if incapable of this, the very dread 
that an help!efs infant might perifh, would awaken bow- 
els of affection, and excite to ftrong and vigorous exer- 
tions. Long has the chriftian bufh been on fire, the 
youngeft babes in Chrift’s family can cry, Lord fave us, 
we perifh! and believing prayer is all-powerful. Should 
there be awakened finners in the place of breaking forth 
of children, fhould they be as yet greatly unacquainted 
with believing prayer; this very confideration, that the 
prefent may be to them the critical moment, and turn- 
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ing pant for eternity, fhould excite others to great acti- 
vity im their behalf. | | : 
As in a well regulated family, in Zion every one has 
his {tation and polt of utility affigned him, with thisin- 
junction, * Occupy till I come.” All fhould be active 
in their own places. Reduced as the number of real 
chriftians is, did umion, activity, and vigour prevail 
among them, Chrift’s kingdom would come. In pro- 
moting this good caufe; the unlearned and poor can do 
fomething as well as the learned and rich. The two mites 
caft into the treafury by the poor widow were accepted, 
and commended ; and her fpirit and conduct recorded 
to future ages as moft examplary: Much might, and 
would be done, were there firft the w¢//ing mind. 
Among others, you, Sir, can do fomething. I have 
heard that you intend to publifh a religious Magazine. 
T wifh you fuccefs; though unacquainted with you, I 
hope your motives are pure.. I would addrefs you in 
the words of David to his fon Solomon, when charging 
him to build a temple for the Lord, **.Arife, and be do- 
ing, and the Lord be with thee.” “Next to the ordi- 
nances of grace, religious Magazines bid fair to be ufe- 
ful. They are the counterpart of thé good news and 
glad tidings of falvation fent from Heaven to all people. 
W hile theté reveal and unfold the love of God to finners, 
Magazines lay open the love of men to the Lord. While 
the gofpel fets before us the precious promifes, Maga 
zines acquaint us with the performance. The former 
1s good news from Heaven, the latter from earth. In 
the firft, we ‘Tearn the wondrous works of God for fe- 
deeming his people; in the lait, we are acquainted with 
the returns of gratitude made by the {faints to their 
great benefactor. | | 
Magazines are fuited to perfons of every defeription. 
Equally, though in different refpeéts, they are a relaxa- 
tion to the {tudious and the mechanic. They are more 
cafily obtained, and fooner perufed than larger volumes, 
They commonly do, and always fhould contain great 
Variety. In one page we have a fhort and ealy explica- 
Vou. I. No. 4. C 
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tion of fome leading doétrine. The next pivibis narra- 
tive of the furprifing converfion of fome hardene@ ffaner ; 
a new and affecting proof, both of the power of gine 
grace, and the faithfulnefs of God. Next, we gave lome 
edifying extracts, and ftriking anecdotes. “After this, 
we are favoured with the experience of one or two of the 
Lord’s favoured people, who have, in the courfe of their 
‘lives, met. with fome ftriking and remarkable difpenfa- 
tions of providence, ftrange in themfelves, and ftill more 
fo in their feaionable conjuncture with other events; 
altonifhing in their effects, and a {urprifing proof of the 
Lord’s watchful care over his people, and making all 
things work together for their good. After this, we are 
informed of the fuccets of the gofpel at home, and of the 
various miffions to diftant parts, to proclaim to. the 
heathens peace with God through our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. 

But, fhould this meet with your approbation, in fome 
future letters I mean to fend you fomething more par- 
ticular concerning the nature, excellencies, and advant- 
ages of religious Magazines, and the beft mode of con- 
duting them. -It is aftonifhing that they have had fo 
little fuccefs in America. At prefent, in Britain there 
are upwards of fifty thoufand regular fubfcribers for reli- 
gious Magazines. In that part of the world, there is 
evidently an accomplifhment of Dan. xu. 4. “ Many 
fall run to and fro, and knowledge fhall be increafed.” 
That it were foin this continent alfo, is a confummation 
devoutly to be wifhed. Surely in America there are many 
religious people. Have thefe no defire to be quickened 
themfelves, or to hear what God 1s doing in this event- 
ful period forthe fouls of others? The tcarcity of reli- 
gious Magazines ts no favourable fymptom. 

Much, Sir, depends on you as an editor. Begin, be 
fteady. Let your eye be fingle; be not difcouraged ; 
pay attention to your Magazine; take care that the el- 
fays admitted into it be fhort, {pirited, and elegant; al- 
ways give the preference to that compofition which is 
moft fimple and favoury. Enter not into heavy theolo- 
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gical difputes, You muft ehdeavour to do two things: 
firft, produce:a thirft ‘for: fueh. periodical publications; 
and then fatisfy it. It is the nature of the gotpel to cre+ 
ate a thirft which itfelf alone can quench. The friends 
of Jefus fhould ftrengthen your hands. Their own in- 
tereft is at ftake. In one way or another, they might 
allebe helpful. Some can compofe-eflays, and they who 
cannot compofe, can read. Might not, fhould not, will 
not fome faint, in your next, give us an account of fome 
remarkable difpenfation of providence, which has had 
un{peakable influence on his lot in the world? An aged 
father might give ws a concife hiftory of his experiences. 
Another might give us a fhort narrative of the remarka- 
ble events which were bleffed, to bring a friend of his 
from darknefs to light. But dire@ting others, I am afraid 
J may turn tedious myfelf, SPERANS, 
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A REMARKABLE CONVERSION. 


In leading men to Chrift, the ways of God are unfearchable: 
in ordering the occasions and means of converfion, his wif- 
dom and kindnefs fhine moft glorioufly,; and when rare 
and fingular inffances of the mercy of God take place, 
they ought to be remembered and recited, to the honour of 
Him, who works for the falvation of finners in ways we 
know not. The following remarkable converfion, as re- 
lated by the worthy FLAVEL, of Dartmouth, may be 
acceptable to fuch of your readers as have not perufed it, 

lam, your's, &Sc, B. 








a SHIP belonging to Pool, in her return from 

Virginia, called at Dartmouth. The furgeon 
of the thip, a ftout young man of twenty-three years of 
age, during the voyage, fell into a deep melancholy, 
which the devil greatly improved to ferve his own defign 
for the ruin of this poor man’s foul. It pleafed the 
Lord, however, to reftrain him from any attempts upon 
his own life during the voyage. But fhortly after his ar- 
rival at Dartmouth, upon the Lord’s day, early in the 
morning, being in bed with his brother, he took a knife 
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which he had prepared for the purpofe, and cut his own 
throat, and inftantly leaped out of bed; and though the 
wound was deep and large, yet thinking it might not 
foon enough difpatch his wretched life, deiperately thruft 
it into his: ftomach, and fo lay wallowing in his own 
blood, till his brother awakening, made a cry for help. 
A phyfician and furgeon were immediately brought ; 

they both concluded “that the wound in his throat was 
mortal, and all they could do at preient was only to 
{titch it, and apply a plafter, with a defign rather to 
enable him to fpeak for a little, than with any expecta- 
tion of acure; for before that, he breathed through the 
wound, and his voice was inarticulate. 

“In this condition Mr. F found him inthe morn- 
ing, and apprehending him to be within a few minutes of 
eternity, he laboured to work upon his heart the fenfe of 
his condition, telling him, he had but little time to do 
any thing for him, and therefore defired to know what 
were his own apprehenfions of his prefent condition. He 
faid, he hoped in God for eternal life. Mr. ¥ replied, 
that he feared his hopes were unfounded, for that the 
fcripture declares, that “* no murderer hath eternal life 
abiding in him ;”’ but this was felf-murder, the grofleft of 
all murders. Upon infifting on the aggravation and 
heinoufnefs of the fat, he perceived his vain confidence 
began to fail, and fome meltings of heart appeared in 
him. He then began to lament, with many tears, his 
finand mifery. He afked if there ‘might 5 ret be hope for 
one that had deftroyed himfelf, and thed bis own blood? 
Mr. F replied: The fin, indeed, was great, but not 
unpardonable; and if the Lord gave him repentance 
unto life, and faith to apply Jefus Chrift, it would cer- 
tainly be pardoned: but finding him unacquainted with 
thefe things, he opened up to him the nature and ne- 
ceffity of faith and repentance, which he greedily fucked 
in, ind with great vehemency cried to God, that he 
would work them upon his foul, and intreated. Mr. 
F—- to pray with him, and for him, that it might 
be fo. 




























A Remarkable Converfion. — 26% 
«He prayed with him, and the Lord melted his 


heart exceedingly in that duty: he was loth to part with 
him, but the duties of the day made it neceffary for 
Mr. F to leave him. In his parting-counfel to him, 
he fummed up what was molt neceffary, and took his 
leave, never expetting to fee him more in this world. 
But beyond his hope, and the expectations of all, he 
continued all that day, and panted moft earneftly for 
Jefus Chrift. No difcourtfes pleafed him but Cri/# and 
faith; and in this frame he found him in the evening. 
The poor man rejoiced greatly to fee him again, and in- 
treated him to continue his difcourfes on thefe fubjects. 
After which he faid, Sir, the Lord hath given me re- 
pentance for this fin, yea, and for every other fin. I fee 
the evil of fin now, fo as I never faw it before. Oh! I 
loathe myfelf; Iam a vile creature in mine own eyes! 
1 do alfo believe; Lord, help my unbelief! 1 am heartily 
willing to take Chrift upon his own terms. One thing 
only troubles me; I doubt this bloody fin will not be 
pardoned. Will Jefus Chrift, faid he, apply his blood 
to me, who have fhed my own blood? He told him, 
that Chrift fhed his blood, even for them that with 
wicked hands had fhed the blood of Chrift, and that was 
a fin of deeper guilt than his. Well, faid he, I will caft 
mytelf on Chrift; let him do with me what he will. 

‘¢ Next morning the wounds were to be opened, and 
then the opinion of the facu/ty was, he would immedi- 
ately expire. 

*“ At hisdefire, Mr. F came that morning, and 
found him ina moft ferious frame. He prayed with him, 
and then the wound in his ftomach was opened. By this 
time the ventricle itfelf was fwoln out.of the orifice of the 
wound, and lay like a livid difcoloured ¢ripe upon the 
body, and was alfo cut through, fo that all concluded 
it was impoffible for him to live. They, however, ftitched 
the wound in the {tomach, enlarged the orifice, and fo- 
mented it, and wrought it again into his body, and, 
Phi up the fkin, left him to the difpofal of proyi- 
. dence, 
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< But fo it was, that both the wound in his ftomach 
and in his throat healed; and the more dangerous wound 
Jim had made upon the foul, was, it 1s hoped, alfo ef. 
fectually healed. Mr. F {pent many hours with 
him tn that ficknefs; and, after his return home, he re- 
ceived the moft favourable accounts of him from a godly 
minifter of Pool, refpeCting his holy life and converfa- 
tion.”’——Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 
How adorable that grace, and wonderful that provi- 
dence, that fometimes orders the very malice of Satan, 
and wickednefs of men, as an occafion of eternal good 
to their fouls! [ CArift. Mag. 
[Surely the grace of God is powerful and free; the 
blood of Jefus Chrift, his fon, cleanfeth fromall fin. It 
proclaims pardon;to the chief of finners; none, how- 
ever abandoned, are beyond its eficacy. Neither forni- 
cators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
abufers of themfelves with mankind, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners; 
it wafhes the {tain of his own blood from the foul of the 
murderer. Chriftians never ceafe to celebrate it; trace 
with gratitude its falutary effects in your own hearts, 
Look to the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the 
hole of the pit whence ye are digged; and whilft you 
view the triumphs of grace in the chief of finners, re- 
member fuch were forme of you; but ye are wathed, but 
ye are fanctified, but ye are juftified in the name of the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and by the fpirit of our God. | 












































Extraéts from the Fournal of the Rev. Mr. Bullen, Mif- 
fionary to the Chickafaw Indians from the New-York 
Miffionary Society. 









N the 26th day of March, 1799, we took our de- 
parture from New-York, encouraged by the 
prayers, counfels, and kindnefs of the Direétors, and 
other members of the Miffionary Society. 
March 2gth. Arrivedat Philadelphia, were loaded with 
kind offices, by the Rey. Afhbel Green, Hon. Mr, Pick- 
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ering, Secretary of State, and other refpectable perfons in 
Philadelphia ; by thefewe were encouraged to hope, that 
it is among the wife and gracious purpofes of Jehovah, 
to make our way profperous for his own glory. 

April 13th. Came to Botetourt ; received the politeft 
attention from a family of the name of Delzill; on the 
Sabbath preached. 

23d. Came to Knoxville; the attention of Colonel 
Henley was to us of importance, as alfo that of Colonel 
Butler, at South Weft Point. , 

26th. Entered the wildernefs on our way from 
Clinch to Cumberland, the afternoon rainy ; at evening 
came up with a Mr. M‘Orkle, brother to the Rev. Dr. 
M‘Orkle, of North-Carolina. This man, with his wife 
and her fifter, were paffing in a carriage; the wife,a pious 
woman, was taken very fick, but could not be fecured 
from the prefent rain which was heavy on us, She had 
been feveral months from her children, wanted much to 
get to them; fhe will never fee them in this life. 

27th. Sat out; had to ftop two miles a-head, to affift 
_ our friends in defcending a hill, called Spencer’s Hill, at 
the foot of which the woman breathed her laft. From 
hence we went two miles, to a place called Crab Or 
chards. This place is remarkablefor a ftream of wa- 
ter large enough to carry a mill, which goes into the 
ground a little below the ufual ford, and is not known 
to appear again above ground. Here is alfo a cave in 
a rock, faid to confift of feveral rooms. The adjacent 
country is pleafant, and covered with an agreeable ver- 
dure. Here it was concluded that the rites of fepulchre 
fhiould be performed; the weeping hufband and fifter en- 
wrapped the body in its grave-clothes, and affifted in 
laying it in the duft. The grave was dug, and covered 
with a narrow piece of a board, about one foot and an 
half long, and two levers. The body was interred about 
three feet below the furface: we had neither axe, hoe, 
nor {hovel. The fervice was performed with as much des 
cency as circumftances would admit of. After which we 
kneeled down, and prayed to that God who has power of 
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life and death. Here we ftayed and refted the Sabbath 
day and worfhipped.. At evening we removed two miles 
to a creek which appeared too much raifed to pafs; here 


-we lodged. 


Monday 29th. Went on to one Blackburne’ $47 miles 
on our way ; we had*tocrof waters almoft to the horfes 
back; though often wet, our health continued. This 
week were hindered by rains; cameSaturday morning 


‘to Nafhville. The attention of Judge *M: Nairy was 


tous of great ufe, and merits grateful notice. Near 
Lexington, in Virginia, we were madé acquainted with 
the Rev. Mr. S. Hufton; with Mr. Crawford, Wath- 
ington county; with Mr. Craighead, near Nafhville; 
with each of whofe converf{ation we were mftructed and 
encouraged. Our friends at Nafhviile informed us, that 
it was 2 70 miles to the Chrekalaw towns; that there were 
feveral fwimming waters to crofs ; that for us to go with- 
out guides would be very dangerous; and even added, 
that we could have but little rational hope of doing them 
good ; that in one month we nught get’company, there- 


fore they would have us ftay with them for the prefent. 


May woth. Being weary with delay, and trufting in 
divine ood to direct our way, we fat out by ourfelves 
for the Indian country ; our horfes were fo encumbered 
with baggage, "that we ¢ould move but flowly on, and 
Our fituation was rather lonefome; but we had provided 
victuals, blankets, an axe, and gun, and were frequently 
met by people le from Natches, and Orleans, returning to 
Kentucky. Were impeded by rains—waters of Tenel- 


fee high. 


1gth. (Lord’s-day.) Met General William Colbert,a 
Chickafaw Chief, who gave us an introductory letter to 
his brother, Major George Colbert, and directed that 
our bufinefs be deferred till his return. 

20th. Wecame to Big Town, weary, hungry,and my- 
felf much unwell. Here we got hominy with milk, 
and bad water. The Indians appear to be poor but kind. 
With thefe I held fome talk by the help of a negro who 
could interpret. Lodged in a warm houle on a bear fkin. 
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~ ar1ft. Could get nothing for breakfaft, unlefs it were 
thin drink and damaged meat. This town confifts of 
two hundred houfes, is fituated on an eminence, has 
pood air, and an agreeable profpect, but is badly watered; 
they are a people generally lefs in fize and ftature than 
the whites. Moftof them appear to have the manners 
of ancient fimplicity ; labour is done by the women, 
hunting by the men: their vifage differs but little from 
that of other Indians: their houfes are made of poles, 
from three to five inches diameter, and plaftered with 
mortar, are 16 feet by 22 on the: ground, floored 
with earth, and covered with clabboards. We went to 
Long-Town, five miles; where we expected to find 
George Colbert, to whom we hada letter; in this we 
were difappointed, for though fent for he did not 
come, being on a vifit with one of his wives. The 
Indians were together on account of a letter from the 
Cherokees on fome national bufinefs; had fome talks 
here, affifted by Jofeph Colbert, in which I endeavoured 
to recommend the beloved {peech, and make them know 
its contents; but my letters, and the defign of our com- 
ing, we thought it our duty not to difclofe as yet.. The 
Indians are kind, and their beft fare coarfe, and I am 
much unwell, in agreat meafure owing to want of com- 
fortable fubfiftence; we have a houfe to ourfelves, but 
competent food 1s not to be had, 

22d. Our Indian friends noticing our fituation; direct- 
ed Jofeph Colbert to conduct us to his brother Levi’s ; 
was but poorly able toride; came to Levi’s, who, with his 
two wives, appears to live comfortably: here we were po- 
litely received, well fed, and kindly treated; with him 
we were foon on terms of agreeable famiharity; to him 
the defign of our miffion was difelofed, with which he 
was evidently pleafed. 

23d. Employed in reading, writing, and in converfing 
with Levi and others. ‘laught Levi to write his name, 
made him and others acquainted with the hiftory of the 
creation, apoftafy, Noah’s flood, and the confounding of 


the languages; learnt {ome Indian words. The Indians, 
Vou. I. No. 4. D : 
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though ftrangers to letters, have characters which they 
mark on trees, and, like Oriental people, they begin at 
the right hand, and write or read to the left; they alfo 
go the off fide to mount a horfe ; their women ride their 
feet the off fide; they are a left-handed people. 

24th. Found myfelf in better health than when we 
eame. The Chickafaws are without any kind of reli- 
gious obfervance, and without temple and pniett, ex- 
eept that a few of their enchanters have images, the 
ufe of which is little underftood by the ‘nation in ge- 
neral; were affifted in converfing with the Indians, 
by Jofeph Colbert, who {peaks both languages. My 
fon teaches them reading, to which they attend with 
apparent delight. »Clofe application does not confit 
with their indolent habits. 

25th. This day became acquainted with the hiftory of 
the nation, as given Colbert by his mother: “ We are 
only a family from agreat rich nation towards the fun fet- 
ting, as far as Indians could travel during two moons; 
our fathers dreamed, that.away towards the fun rifing was 
land of life; that people know more than Indian, and 
above want ; from them our children learn good things. 
Our fathers then fat out, travel, come where we now live, 
here land of life. Our great Father’s white children 
know more than Indian, Chickafaw no hurt any of them. 
By and by we learn of them things make us glad.” 

26th. Went to M‘Gee’s, the interpreter; was kindly 
received and hofpitably entertained. Delivered hima 
letter from the Secretary of State; found him kindly dif- 
pofed, but a ftranger to every thing of religion. Sol 
read and explained to him feveral things in the Bible; he 
gave attention, and promifed me every aid in his power 
in making known the good things, but added, that his 
ignorance of the gofpel was fuch, that, at prefent, he 
could not interpret it; he could not read, and had ne- 
ver heard a fermon. M‘Gee’s wife and flaves, who all 
underftand Englifh, are fond of hearing, fo that the time 
is agreeably, and, I hope, ufefully fpent. 

27th. On confulting M‘Gee, he told me that the 
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white men, half-breeds and flaves, who all {peak Eng- 
lifh, have great influence with the Indians; he therefore 
advifed, that to effect the good propoted by our miffion, 
we begin with thefe, who, he fays, as they learn, will 
have yood talks to the Indians, and fo the knowledge 
and practice of thefe things will foon become national : 
the counfel J think good, and fhall endeavour to follow it. 
M‘Gee was born in the city of New-York. This day 
we came to Mr. MAntofh’s, who talked in a difcourag- 
ing manner, dnd deems it a weaknef$ in any man to 
think of making chriftians of Indians. ?1 told him that 
I was of the fame opinion, but believed “God is able 
to make them good chriftians, and that we with for the 
honour af being workers together with God. On being 
further acquainted with this man, we found him an ho- 
neft, agreeable man, and ufefgl, as he talks good Indian, 
in helping me to hold good talks to the Indians, who 
continually frequent this place, and with to know the 
beloved {peech. 

28th. Thisday becameacquainted with William Mizle, 
long refident in this nation, and fometime interpreter 
at the Bluffs. From him J learnt fomething of the cuf- 
toms and language of the Chickafaws: he fays, the me- 
thod of healing in this nation is to take water, foak 
roots in it, blow in it with a pipe, and fay over it a 
number of words by way of charm, and wath the body 
of the fick with this preparation. This is performed by 
people they call witches, who are initiated as follows. 
The preceptor takes the candidate for this dignity, in 
fummer weather, fhuts him in a hot-houfe four days, to 
live on amber, a {trong drink made of tobacco and wa- 
ter, then fets him to air, gives him gruel, heats the houfe 
anew, fhuts him in four days more; he is then tuffered to 
come out emaciated; he muift then for twelve moons 
abftain from women, meat, fat, and {trong drink, and is 
then a complete witch; can make ftorms or fair wea 
ther; can caufe or cure difeafes; foretell future events, 
and give good or ill fuccefs toany undertaking. Thus 
tar Mizle. This day had converfation with numbers 
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My fon teaches the youth to read, and gives them books: 
we hope fome good may be done here. 

29th. My employment was reading, writing, and im- 
proving opportunities, which continually prefented, for 
converfation. Several people here wifh to underftand 
the doctrines and duties of chriftianity. On mentioning 
marriage among chriftians, was informed of their ufages 
in fuch cafes. When an Indian wifhes a young or fingle 
woman to become his wife, he fends her a {mall prefent 
of clothes or tritikets, which, if fhe accepts, the becomes 
his wife, and, from that time, there devolves on her the 
duty of keeping fire, raifing corn and other vegetables 
for the family, and fupporting the children. The man’s 
only bufinefs is hunting and war. A man may have any 
number of wives: marriage is only during the pleafure of 
both parties: in cafe of feparation, the children all be- 
long to the mother. When a perfon dies, a grave is 
dug in the houfe nine feet deep, the body is wafhed and 
drefied in its beft clothes, and then interred; ifa,man of 
account, a pipe, tobacco, rifle-cun, ammunition, feed, 
corn, &c. are buried with him. Boards are Jaid fix inches 
below the furface, then a covering of mortar levels the 
grave with the floor ; then women are called to mourn- 
jing, and thofe fkilful at lamentation to wailing. This 
continues twelve moons, about two hours in a day. 
When a perfon expires, they fhoot three guns, as they 
fay, to keep off evil {pirits. 

3oth. Unwell, propofe riding out. Here a Mr. Shep- 
herd accompanied us to a ‘Thomas Love’s, where our 
reception was cordial, and treatment kind; though wet 
with a fhower on the way, yet I feel in better health. 
I am like to have an opportunity to preach next Sab- 
bath at this houfe. 

3ift. In converfation endeavoured to fhow the evil of 
apractice among Indians, of bringing up their boys 
without work or refiraint. Levi, Kemp, and Love’s 
children begin to learn reading and other good things. 

June 1ft. Strong drink has overcome feveral of my 
indians, others are converfible, and wifh to learn. | 

















with they may learn to fear God, and receive every thing 
as from him; part of each day is {pent in learning their 
language. 7 

ad. Preached the firft fermon in the Chickafaw nation ; 
read and explained the firft chapter of Genefis. Thefe 
people attended with the utmoft ferioufnefs and folem- 
nity; they exprefled great joy that they had an oppor- 
tunity to worfhip God, and hear of things concerning 
Jefus Chrift. After fermon there came to me an old 
man, who, fifty years ago, had heard preaching; he 
told me it was the moft delightful feafon of worfhip 
he had ever experienced; to me, indeed, it was a happy 
day. 

3d. Had an interview with Col. M‘Kee, agent for the 
Chocktaws, who appeared difpofed to encourage our ex- 
ertions, and wifhed fimilaren@eavours might beufed with 
the nation to which he 1s going. My week-day em- 
ployments are reading, &c. when retired; and with this 
people, converfation. My own leannefs,and the indolent 
habits of the Indians are difcouraging confiderations, but 
I hope, in God’s goodnefs, to carry on his own work. 
If but a barley loaf fall into the hoft of Midian, it is 
enough. God will work for his own name, though the 
inftrument be a poor worthlefs worm. When Philittia 
is to be fmitten, it fhall be effected, though a dry bone 
be the weapon. | 

4th and 5th. Numbers attended on us to learn read- 
ing, writing, c@techifm, &c. 

6th. In.converfation with fome Indians, who had 
fundry {cruples to folve, two of which were as follow: 
On being informed, that the great Father above maketh 
ail things, knoweth all things, governeth all things,— 
the Indians fay, Great Father above make all things! 
How come he make rattle-{nake, make thunder and 
lightning? The other I fhall mention is, on hearing one 
of us teach them the ten commandments, that claufe in 


the fecond, vifiting the iniquities of the fathers upon the 


children, &c. raifed a fcruple how it could be juft to 
punifh children for wrong done by fathers. I confidered 
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{ had caufe to blefs God for the attention among them, 
which would induce fuch inquiries, and was enabled to 
give fuch folutions as appeared fully fatistactory to them, 

7th and 8th. Returned to M‘Intoth’s, who received, 
and kindly treated us: my fon teaches the young peo- 
ple. Iam endeavouring to learn the language, and to 
tranflate the Lord’s prayer and the commandments into 
Indian. | 

gth. Preached from Rom. vi. 23. ‘ For the wages 
of fin is death..’ ‘The defign was to fhow the grievous 
deftruction fin has brought on us, and the fulnets, free- 
nefs, and efficacy of that remedy provided in Jefus Cariff. 
The hearers were numerous, ferious, and attentive. In 
this fervice, read and explained the 2d chapter of 
Genefis. 

10th. Employed as ufualy James Allen undertook to 
teach his wife reading and catechifm. 

rith. Returned back to Levi’s; were kindly received, 
and had fuch talks as we hope wiil do good. ; 

12th. Weary with the fatigues of yefterday:; one of 
Levi’s wives from home, the other lies out; they have 
times of feparation like the ancient Hebrew women; 
in this nation they have great faith in dreams; they be- 
lieve there is agreat Father above, but pay him no kind 
of religious homage; am labouring to fhow them the na- 
ture and propriety of devotion; their want of words to ex- 
prefs feveral important ideas is a great inconvenience. 

14th. Am this day three months frgm~ home, and 
long after my own houfe; I think as araently as Jacob 
did for his father’s :. the inconvenience is trifling, if the 
good propofed can but be effected, 

15th. I had notice of the return of thesChief Colbert, 
and a profpect of a public talk. The Lord grant every 
thing may be fo conduéted as fhall be for his own glory. 

16th. A beautiful morning, but the feafon dry ; ex- 
pect this day an interview with,the Chief Colbert, who 
has fent for me; went to his houfe, accompanied by 
Levi and my fon; were very politely received and 
attended to ; had fome talks upon righteoufnefs, tem- 
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perance, dnd a coming judgment. In the afternoon the 
Indians went off to Big-Town ; would have us ftay till 
to-morrow, and then come, becaufe they faid we fhould 
get nothing to eat in town. Here the flaves drefled 
themfelves, met together, requefted my fon that I would 
preach to them; they are about twenty in number, were 
admitted into my apartment 5; we prayed together. I 
read to them feveral pafflages in the New Teftament, 
explained tothem the character and great love of Chrift, 
that he loves poor blacks as well as others; told them 
how we fhould love Chrift, and héw a poor woman 
wathed his feet with tears. It was a happy feafon; the 
parade of a royal palace would be nothing to it. 

17th.. Went to Big-Town, expecting a talk with the 
nation; in this I was difappointed: here we were made 
acquainted with a family of*the name of Underwood, 
who fhowed us no {mall kindnefs; with thefe we held 
foine good talks. ' 

18th. At Big-Town they had a ball play ; they fpent 
the laft night in frolic; on the ball-ground they di- 
vide into two parties, the ladies who attend fing and 
dance; the myfteries are conducted by one of thofe 
witches heretofore mentioned for each party. At each 
end of the play-ground they erect two poles, five yards ' 
high, one yard afunder; four yards behind them they 
fet up an image, the likenefs of a man, with a painted 
face, one yard high, and decorated with a(raven’s ¢kin 
and feathers; the leader in the myfteries is in a manner 
naked, his head adorned with a pair of buffalo horns, 
his face and body painted of different hues; to his left 
arm hangs the wing of a crow; he's often falling down 
before the image, muttering and taking a ftrong phyfic, 
which thefe people believe has great influence in the fuc- 
cefs of the game. While the finging and dancing was 
performed by the ladies, a drum, made of a cyprefs 
tree, was beating, and the young beaus, about eighty in 
number, who were to play ball, beautified with vermilion, 
bear’s oil, lamp-black, and white clay, their heads with 
feathers, red binding, &c. jewels in their nofes and ears, 
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dance awhile, then uttera hideous yell, and run round 4 
circle they have round the place of the myfteries, which 
may not be paffed unlefs by the. performers. My, fon 
and I had well nigh {poiled the whole by entering the 
holy ground, but being beckoned to we went round. 
As they pafs this, they yell with all apparent zeal, then 
return and repeat the finging, yelling, running, &c, 
Thefe pious ceremonies being ended, “the play begins; 
the charms ufed by the witches had no effect, or an equal 
effect, for neither party prevailed. The Chickafaw.wo- 
men appear to be meek, modeit, and temperate; the 
~ men are more virtuous-‘than one would think, confider- 
ing they. are brought up to no bufinefs but hunting, and 
to little or no reftraint ; at evening we came away, and 
lodged at Long-Town. 

19th. Returned to Lewi’s; the people are very atten- 
tive, bwt there has been yet no national talk with US,, OF 
act for receiving us, we even think of leavingythe nation. 

2oth. The heat intenfe; thefe Indians are wanting to 
learn, fo we are not idle ; ‘they do not know their age, 
and but little of diftances. 

21ft. Left my fon to teach in this part, and went 
myfelf to M‘Intofh’s, 26- miles; things look doubtful 
here; thefe deluded people will get drunk, and we can 
yét.have no public talk, though Levi ads we fhall foon 
Have one. 

22d. Have noticed ever fince I came here, that when 
appearances are difcouraging one day, they are encou- 
raging the next; it is fo now; have become acquainted 
with James Colbert, a native of this country, who has 
been baptized, reads and writes, is a man of property; 
one quarter Indian; is a fober man; knows fomething of 
religion, wifhes bin nation to knowl and obferve ‘the 
fame; believes his foul is immortal; hopes he fhall re- 
gard its good; is difpoted to explain the beloved {peech, 
and my talks to the nation: had alfo good talks to-day 
with M‘Gee and others. 

23d. Had this morning, by M‘Gee’s help, a good 
long. talk. with Wolfe’s friend, head man of this nation, 
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inforined him of the creation, and how that allen are 
brothers—of fin—of redemption—of the promife to all 
nations—of the good rules in the beloved fpeech—of 
the great love the' council at New-York have for the 
Chickafaws; and: of the good-will of his great father the 
Prefident, expreffed in a letterfrom the Secretary at War. 
He looked pleafed, and faid, it made him very glad to 
hear thefe things, that he withed to hear more, fo in 
about four. days we will have bigtalk. Preached at James 
Colbert’s; read the xivth Pfalm; laboured to fhow the 
folly and fin of forgetting God, andto perfuade my 
hearers to realize his prefence ; they were ferioufly atten- 
tive; was mightily encouraged : this was a happy day. 
After fervice, one James Gun, a white man, came to ine, 
and faid, Lam glad—it is good to be inthe prefence of 
the Lord; 1 pray that | and my houfe may ferve the 
Lord. . 
24th. Being requefted, I preached again. [ now love 
to be hete: James and Sufannah Colbert confent to the 
marriage covenant, -and are declared hufband and wife. 
Charles, their only child, and Peggy Allen, daughter of 
Colbert’s fiiter, wege baptized, and alfo Mary, Hannah, 
James, and Margaret, children of James and Jane 
M‘Kim. sAnaged negro woman, property of William 
Colbert, has come 30 miles to hear fermon, and faid, ihe 
live long in heathen land, am very glad to hear the 
blefled gofpel. a 

25th. Went to M‘Gee’s, read’ and explained to him 
out of the fermon on the Mount. Mr. M‘Gee and I 
were invited to Wolfe’s friends to dine to-merrow; the 
day after we are to have 4 great national talk. 

26th. Went with M‘Gee to the friends, who received 
us very politely ; explained to him more fully our bufi- 
nets. P.M. went to Levi Colbert’s, in order to. get 
things ready for the talk. 

27th. Returned ; findevery thing prepared for the talk. 
A large parade, a ftandard erected 30 feet high, a white 
cloth flying in token (M‘Gee fays) of love and peace. 
Ihe Indians are faft coming together; 1t 13a°clear hot 
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day; an» agreeable fhade and feats were fixed for the 
head men; I was feated next to the principal chief,and 
the interpreter on the other fide; they were dreffed neat 
and clean, and the moft of them very fine. I began with 
reading a letter from Captain Pike, announcing the fafe 
arrival of their prefents at the Bluffs. I then added that 
Iwas glad that their prefents were come, hoped they 
would do them good, and brighten the chain of friend- 
fhip between the two nations ; then told them, I had 
yet better news to tell them, that I had come to bring 
them the word of life; read to them the letters of the 
Miffionary Society, and from the heads of departments ; 
explained, as fully as I could, the Chriftian religion; gave 
them a Bible in the name of the Society, explained to 
them the benefits of learning; informed them that the 
Great Father above had given white people the know- 
ledge of 26 characters, that knowing thefe, when they 
look in one book they can fee how they can have the 
Great Father above to be their friend, do them good, 
and keep them in the right way. Look in another book, 
it will tell how todoall forts of work ; alfo gave the two 
chiefs and interpreter each a Teftament. After con- 
fulting among themfelves, and a age. to them from 
their head man, I was informed they were very glad to 
hear thefe things, were thankful to the council of New- 
York for their love to them, a people they had never 
feen, and to me and my fon that we had come fuch a 
Jong journey to teach them good things; that we were 
teceivedas their own people; they would have me bring 
my wife and children, and come and live with them; 
that the land is before me, to fettle where I pleafe, but 
that if Thad come from the adjacent ftates, I fhould not 
have been recetved; but now they would have me to do 
whatever I think be t to make their people know good 
things, that we may depend on kind treatment. After 
the talks, we all partook of a plentiful repaft, provided 
at the expenfe of Wolfe’s friend. 
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A NEW YEAR’s_ GIFT. 


The following interefting Scene occurred on the Commences 
meat of the New- Year. 

A RESPECTABLE gentleman, whofe refidence.is 
A a few miles from this city, actuated by thofe 
truly c.riftian feelings, which, it is to be hoped, will 
more and more mark the actions of thofe who hold a por- 
tion of the human race in flavery, gave his negro man 
and’ wife their freedom. The manumiffion of the for- 
mer took place in town, while the mafter and his lady 
were ona vifit. The valuable and important inftru- 
ment of writing being prepared, and executed in the 
prefence of feveral ladies and gentlemen, was delivered 
to the flave; who, after a folemn paule, in broken ac- 
cents, though in language which conveyed the genuine 
fentiments of his heart, addreffed his benefaétors in fub- 
{tance as follows :—— 

“¢ Mafter and Miftrefs. I thank you for your good- 
nefs to me this day You are here affembled with your 
relations. This I think a good opportunity for me to 
fhew my. gratitude for your kindnefs. Iam a poor Af- 
rican, therefore make allowance for my want of words to 
exprefs my joy at this great deliverance, As Peter faid 
tothe Jame man when he healed him, fo fay I unto you, 
‘ Silver and gold have I none, but fuch as I have, I give 
unto thee. May the bleffing of the Lord be your re- 
ward—may he relieve your fouls from the bondage of 
fin and death, as you this day have relieved me from 
the bonds of flavery—may the bleffing of God reft on 
the heads of your children, and upon your children’s 
children.” 

it was enough—every heart at the moment felt that 
keen fenfibility, which the unexpected addrefs of the free 
black excited. All was filen¢ce— Tears, unaffected tears 
‘lowed from every eye. 


On the return home of this friend to the liberty of 
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mankind, the benefit of the fame praife-worthy aétion 
was experienced by the wife of the happy blackman. 

In his cafe, Ethiopia hath ftretched out her hands unto 
God—this highly’ favoured of her fons poffeffes what all 
her gold cannot purchafe, nor a mortal beftow—the 
freedom wherewith Chrift alone can make us free. He 
has tor feveral years maintained a good {tanding in the 
communion of a refpectable church in this city, and ftill 
continues in the fervice, the confidence, and affection of 
bis earthly benefactor. 











Extracts from the Atis and Proceedings of the General Af- 
fembly of the Prefbytertan Church in the United States 
of America, in the Year 1800. 


FeNHE Affembly refumed the confideration of the 
i i fubjects contained in the communication of the 
corporation for managing their funds, and agreed that 
the following objects deferve confideration, viz. 
1ft. The gofpelizing of the Indians on the frontiers of 
our country—conneéted with a plafffor their civiliza- 
tion, the want of which it is bélieved has been a great 
caufe of the failure of former attempts to fpread chritti- 
anity among them. ‘The ideas of the prefident of the 
corporation, delivered in his addrefs at their firft meet- 
ing, would, on this point, deferve a ferious attention. 
~ 2d. The inftruction of the negroes, the poor, and thofe 
who are deftitute of the means of grace in various parts 
of this extenfive country. Whoever contemplates the 
fituation of this numerous clafs of perfons in the United 
States, their grofs ignorance of the plaineft principles of 
religion, their i immorality and profanenefs, their vices and 
diffolutenefs of manners, mult be filled with anxiety for 
their prefent welfare, and above all for their future and 
eternal happinefs, 
~ 9d. The purchafing and difpofing of Bibles, and alfo 
of books, and fhort eflays, on the great prenceeyes of reli- 
gion and morality, calculated to imprets the minds ot 
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thofe to whém they are given, with a fenfe of their duty 
both to God and man, and confequently of fuch a na- 
ture as to arreft the attention, intereft the curiofity, and 
touch the feelings of thofe to whom they are given. 

4th. The provifion of a fund for the more complete 
inftruction of candidates for the gofpel miniftry previ- 
oufly to their licenfure. The want of this having been 
a fubjet of general inconvenience, it would deferve 
confideration, whether it would not be both eafy and 
practicable to appoint a number of profeflors of the- 
ology (perhaps one in each Synod), to whom the can- 
didates might refort as a matter of choice (though not 
of neceffity) , which profeffors might immediately be pro- 
vided with a fuitable library (the property of the cor- 
poration), and receive a {mall falary, to be augmented as 
their labours increafe, and the funds are extended. It 
would bea moft defirable extenfion of this plan, if the 
funds could be rendered adequate to furnifh, partly or 
wholly, the means of fubfiftence tothe candidates for the 
miniftry who may need tfuch affiftance during the time 
of their attendance on the profeffors. 

As tothe means and methods by which the funds ne- 
ceflary to the compafling of thefe objects ‘may be pro- 
vided, the following ideas are fuggefted : 
~ 1ft. The continuance of the annual contributions 
which are now ordered, and which it may be fairly pre- 
fumed will be abundantly more productive than they 
now are, when it is known that the objects here {pecified 
are in the view ofthe Affembly. For it has been found, 
by experience, that there is among the people generally 
a great readinefs and freedom to contribute, and that 
with liberality, to the promotion of every plan calculated 
tofpread the gofpel among thole who are deprived of 
its blefflings. | 

2d. The appointment of two or more fuitable perfons 
to travel through the country, to folicit and receive do- 
nations for the purpofes that have been mentioned. 
The expenfe of fuch perfons to be paid them, a {mall 
compenfation to be allowed them, and, if minifters, the 
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fupplying of their pulpits during their abfence to be pro- 
vided for. Theprotpect of a very confiderable augmen- 
tation of the funds, if this meafure were adopted, ap- 
pears. flattering. 

3d. The aid that may be reafonably expected from per- 
fons of property, picty and benevolence, contributing, 
by teftamentary bequefts, and unfolicited donations (at- 
ter the example of the prefident of the corporation),* to 
the promotion of {uch important and interefling objects 
as thofe which are here detailed. 

4th. Jt is not tmpoffible, nor perhaps improbable, that 

if experience fhould demonftrate the practicability and 
utility of the meatures contemplated, the people of the 
Prefbyterian denomination might generally be perfuaded 
to make an annual donation (day 25 cents each), to ren- 
der them more extenfively effective, and this of itfelf 
would go very far towards providing a fund adequate to 
all the expenfes contemplated, 

In connection with what has already been ftated, the 
following ideas deferve attention, 

ift. That not the leaft alteration is wifhed or contem- 
plated in the plan already in operationefor fending Mif- 
fionaries to the frontiers. This plan is both ufeful and 
popular. All that {hall be ar: is to be confidered 
as additional to it. 

od. That in confiftency with this, it may deferve fe- 
rious confideration, whether, for the inftru¢tion of the 
Indians, the black people, and other perions unacquaint; 
ed with the principles of our holy religion, an order of 
men, under the character of catechifts, might not be in- 
{tituted, from among men of piety and good fenfe, but 
without a liberal education.. Not that thefe men fhall 
be clothed with clerical functions, but that they confine 
themfelves to the private inftruction of thofe among 
whom they are fent, together with occafionai acddrefies 
of a religious kind, made to collectio: 1s of people. that 
may affemble for this purpole, and leading the devotional 
exercifes among them; and this with a view to prepare 


* Hon. Elias Boudinot. 
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the way for a few regular and ordained minifters to follow 
after them to organize churches, and adminifter ordi- 
nances. 

The catechifts fhall be carefully examined by the Pref- 
byteries to whofe bounds they moft naturally belong, in 
regard to their qualifications for the work to be affigned 
them; they fhall have a certificate of fuch examination, 
and the recommendation of the Prefbytery where it has 
been taken; they fhall be directed by the Prefbytery 
where they are to labour; and, without a compliance 
with thefe directions, they fhall not be confidered as au- 
thorized toact in the manner here contemplated. 

Ordered, That the foregoing ftatement be publifhed 
in the extraéts of minutes for the current year, that the 
judicatures and people at large, under the care of the Af- 
fembly; may be acquainted with the views and wifhes of 
their higheft judicature. But the Affembly neither judge 
it expedient themfelves to attempt to carry into imme- 
diate effect all that is here fuggefted, nor to urge on their 
judicatures and people to attempt it. Some things only 
that are here fpecified, will be entered on by this Affem- 
bly,and the judicatures and people will judge for them- 
felves what other objects it may be proper for them vo- 
luntarily to regard. It 1s however conficlered expedient 
by the AXembly, that no catechifts fhould be fent out, 
tilla further order on the fubject be iffued by the Gene- 
ral Affembly. 





Regulations and Provifions relative to the Reception of fo- 
reign Minifters and Licentiates. 


“ WHEN any minifter or licentiate, from Europe, 
fhall come into this country, and defire to become con- 
nected with the Prefbyterian church in the United 
States, he may apply toany Committee appointed to di- 
rect the fervices of travelling minifters and candidates ; 
which Committee fhall infpe¢t his credentials, and by 
examination or otherwife, endeavour to afcertain his 
foundnefs in the faith, and experimental acquaintance 
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with religion, his attainments in divinity and literature; 
his moral and religious character, and approbation of our 
public ftandard of doctrine and difcipline : if the refult 
thall be fuch as to encourage further trial, faid Commit- 
tee may give him appointments to fupply and recom: 
mend him to the churches, till the next meeting of the 
Prefbytery to which faid Committee belongs. It fhalk 
then become the duty of fuch minifter or licentiate to 
apply to that Prefbytery, or to any other in whofe bounds 
he may incline to labour, provided always that he make 
his application to the Prefbytery at their firft meeting 
after his coming within their bounds: And alfo that im- 
mediately on coming within the bounds of any Prefby- 
tery, he apply to their Committee, to judge of his 
certificate of approbation, and, if they think it expedi- 
ent, to make him appointments; or, if it fhall be more 
convenient, the application may be made to the Prefby- 
tery in the firft inftance; but it fhall be deemed irregu- 
Jar for any. foreign minifter or liceatiate to preach in any 
vacant church till he fhall have obtained the approbation 
of fome Prefbytery, or Committee of Prefbytery, in man- 
ner aforefaid. The Prefbytery to. which fuch minifter or 
licentiate may apply, fhall carefully examine his creden- 
tials, and not fuftain a mere certificate of good ftanding, 
unlefs corroborated by fuch private letters, or other col- 
lateral teftimony as fhall fully fatisfy them as to the au- 
thenticity and fufficiency of his teftimonials. After in- 
fpecting any evidences of his literary acquirements which 
may be laid before them, the Prefbytery fhall enter into 
a free converfation with him, in order to difcover his 
foundnefs in the faith, and experimental, acquaintance 
with religion. If they fhall obtain fatisfaction on thete 
feveral articles, they fhall proceed to examine him on 
the learned languages, thearts, {ciences, theology, church 
hiftory and government; nor fhall they receive him, un- 
lefs he fhall appear to have made fuch attainments in 
thefe feveral branches, as are required of thofe who re- 
ceive their education, or pats their trials among our- 
ielves.. But if, upon the whole, he appear to be a per- 
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fon worthy of encouragement, and who promifes ufet 
fulnefs in the church, they fhall receive him as a minif- 
ter or candidate on probation, he firft adopting our ftand- 
ards of doétrine and difcipline, and promifing fubjection 
to the Prefbytery in the Lord. During this ftate of pro- 
bation, he may preach the gofpel where regularly called; 
either as a ftated or occafional fupply, and if an ordained 
iminifter, perform every part of the minifterial functions, 
except that he may not vote in any judicatory, or accept 
a call for fettlement:. . : 

If the foreigner; who fhall apply toany Committee or 
Prefbytery as aforefaid, be an ordained minifter, fuch 
Committee or Prefbytery may, at their difcretion, dif 
pente with the fpecial examination on literature in this 
act prefcribed, provided he fhall exhibit fatisfaCtory 
evidence that he has received fuch education, and made 
fuch progrefs in languages, arts and {ciences, as are re- 
quired by the conftitution of our church as qualifica- 
tions for the gofpel-miniftry; but in all other refpeéts 
the exarnination fhall be the fame as in the cafe of a lis 
centiate. 

If from profpects of fettlement or of greater ufefulnefs, 
a minifter or licentiate under probation, in any Prefby- 
tery, fhall wifh to move into the bounds of another, he 
fhall receive a di{miffion, containing a certificate of his 
ftanding and character from the Prefbytery under whofe 
eare he fhall have been, which certificate fhall entitle 
him to the fame ftanding in the Prefbytery into whofé 
bounds he fhall move, except that from the time of his 
coming under the care of this latter Prefbytery, a whole 
year fhall elapfe before they come to a final judgment 
refpecting his reception. 

When any foreign minifter or licentiate received 
on certificate, or purfuant to trials in any Prefbytery, 
fhall have refided generally, and preached within their 
bounds, and under their direction, for at leaft one year, 
they fhall caufe him to preach before them, (if they 
judge it expedient) and taking into confideration as well 
the evidence derived from their former trials, as tha¢ 
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which may arife from his acceptance in the churches, his 
prudence, gravity, and godly converfation, fhall, from the 
combined evidence of the whole, determine either to re- 
ceive him, to reject him, or to hold him under further 
probation. In cafe of receiving him at that, or any 
fubfequent period, the Prefbytery fhatl report the fame 
to their Synod at its next meeting, together with all the 
certificates and other teftimony on which they received 
him; or if it fhall be more convenient, this report may 
be made to the General Affembly. 

The faid Affembly or Synod, (as the cafe may be) 
fhall then inquire into the proceedings of the Prefbytery 
in the affair, and if they find them to have been irregu- 
lar or deficient, they fhall re-commit them to the Pref- 
bytery, in order toa more regular and perfect procefs. 
But if the proceedings had in the Prefbytery appear to 
have been conformable to this regulation, they fhall care- 
fully examine all the papers laid before them by the Pref- 
bytery, or which fhall be exhibited by the party concern- 
ed,and confidering their credibility and fufficiency, come 
to a final judgment, either to receive him intothe Prefby- 
terian body, agreeably to his ftanding, or to reje¢t him. 

In order, however, to facilitate the fettlement of fo- 
reign minifters as foon as may confift with the purity and 
order of the church, it is further ordained, that if the 
proper Synod, or the General Aflembly, are not to meet 
within three menths after that meeting of a Prefbytery, 
at which a foreign minifter on probation 1s expected to 
be received, the Prefbytery may (if they fee caufe) lay 
his teftimonials before that meeting of the Affembly, or 
Synod, which fhall be held next before faid meeting of 
the Prefbytery. If this Affembly, or Synod, fhall ap- 
prove the teftimonials, they fhall give the Prefbytery 
fuch information and direction as the cafe may require, 
and remit the fame to them for final 1flue. 

In all other cafes it fhall be deemed irregular for any 
Synod or General Affembly, to receive a foreign minil- 
ter or licentiate, until he fhall have paffed his period of 
probation, and been received and reported by foie Pret- 
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bytery in manner aforefaid. No minifter or licentiate, 
after being rejected by one Prefbytery, fhall be received 
by another ; ; or if received through miftake or otherwife, 
he fhall no longer be countenanced or employed after the 
impofition is difcovered. 

If, however, any minifter cr licentiate fhall think him- 
felf agorieved by the fentence of any Prefbytery, he fhalf 
have aright tocarry the matter, by complaint, to the pro- 
per Synod, or to the next General Affembly, giving no- 
tice thereof to the Prefbytery, during the meeting at 
which the fentence was pronounced, or at the meeting 
next following. 

Thele regulations and provifions, relative to the re- 
ception of foreign minifters and licentiates, are to be con- 
fidered as coming in place of all that have heretofore 
been eftablifhed on this fubje&t, and all judicatures and 
individuals under the care of the Affembly are to re- 
gard them accordingly, 





ithe Committee appointed to prepare‘a Report on the Nar- 
ratives of the Miffionaries, beg leave to report— 
THAT the Miffionaries proceeded on the refpeétive 
tours prefcribed by the laft General Affembly, and agree- 
ably to their inftruétions. It appears from their jour- 
nals, that your Miffionaries have been very diligent and 
Jaborious in difcharging their duty. They have preached: 
the gofpel in feafon and out of feafon, ‘and frequently 
to two, three, and four hundred people. They have vifit- 
ed many families, baptized a great number of children, 
and fome adults, and feveral times adminiftered the 
Lord’s Supper. The fuccefs of the Miffionary labours 
is greatly on the increafe. God is fhaking the valley of 
dry boneson the frontiers ; a {piritual refurrection 1s there 
taking place. There is a ferious and folemn attention 
to the great realities of religion in many and in different 
parts of that country. Some hundreds of people have,. 
ina fhort {pace of time, been received into the commu- 
nion of the church, anit) among thefe feveral who were. 
formerly avowed infidels and univerfalifts. 
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Thefe joyful accounts are corroborated by a number 
of letters from the frontier fettlements, in which the in- 
habitants exprets the moft unfeigned gratitude to the 
Affembly for fending them Miffionaries, and ardently 
pray the continuance “of Mi iMionartes among them. 

Thefe accounts from the frontiers, your Committee 
are perfuaded, will excite the love, animate the zeal, and 
induce all pious chriftians among us, who have been in 
the habit of contributing towards the fupport of the gof- 
pel in our frontier fettlements, to continue their contri- 
butions. Only ten years have elapied fince the fifft Mif- 
fionaries were fent out by this Affembly. Since that 
period fome thoufands of families have fettled on the 
frontier, who are rapidly forming into focieties, in order 
to have the gofpel preached, and its ordinances ftatedly 
adminiftered among them. Now is the time they need 
affiftance. Their eyes are turned, and their applications 
addreffed to this Affembly, as an inftrument in the hands 
of the Redeemer to afford them the neceffary affiftance, 

Your Committee conclude by obferving, that, in their 
opinion, the above account fhould be fent down to the 
churches in your printed extracts, as a fufficient argu- 
ment to prevail with them to raife colle€tions to enable 
the Affembly to purfue and extend the great and glori- 
ous work they have begun and carrie sd on with fuch 
abundant tuccels. 





The Committee appointed to arrange the Mifhonary bufine/s 
made a Report, which was approved and adopted, ana 
is as follows, Viz. 

THAT they recommend the Rev. Robert Logan, .a 
Miffionary of laft year, to be again appointed to itinerate 
for three months or more, taking the fame route, and 
{to pping at the fame places as he did laft fummer, pro- 
ceed ing as far as the Cayuga Lake, Onondago county. 
As the Affembly have received from feveral. congrega- 
tions, in that tract, communications by letters, giving 
the moft agreeable account of Mr. Logan’s. ufefuineds, 
defcriving the bleffed effects of a preached gofpel in that 
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quarter, and earneftly foliciting a continuance of the at- 
tention of the Affembly, offering to pay a confiderable 
fhare of the expenfe attending fuch a miffion. It is 
thought advilable, that Mr. Logan fhould fet out about 
the firft of September. 

The Committee advife, that the Rev. Jonathan Free- 
man be appointed a Miffionary for four months, to fet 
eut on the firft day of July, and to take the road pre- 
fcribed to Mr. Logan lait year, beginning at Tiogs 
Point, or where he may think it moft uleful. Your 
Committee recommend the appointment ct the Rev. 
Robert H. Chapman a Miffionary for two months, to 
commence as fogn as poffible, and that his route begin 
at the hither part of the Beech Woods, and to be con- 
tinued on to Newtown, at which place he 1s not to fpend 
more than two weeks until he return to the fame route. 

Your Committee alio recommend the appointment 
of the Rev. John Lindfley on a m:ffion of four months,- 
to commence the firft of June next, at Delhi, on the 
Delaware, thence to the Cookhoule, Aquaga, Chenango, 
Owego, Ovid, Romulus and Hector, and that he return 
by the fame route as far as he may find it convenient. 

Alfo the appointment of the Rev. William Boyd, of 
New-Brunfwick Prefbytery, for two months of the en- 
fuing fummer, viz. June and July, and that he fhould 
accompany Mr. Lincfley as far asis thought expedient. 

Allo the Rev! Mathew L. Perine, a‘licentiate under 
the care of New-Brunfwick Prefby tery. His miffion to 
continue for four months, beginning in June or July, at 
Wilkfbarre, thence to Lacquawany, Black walnut-Bot- 
tom, Wiolufing, Wyfox, Shefhequin, the Painted Poft, 
Lindfley Town, Bath, and thence through the Gene- 
fee country, to the military lands, to Fort Stanwix, and 
Kort Schuyler, t hen return down the Unadilla through 
the Beech Woods. 

Your Committee further recommend, that the Rev. 
James Hall, of the Prefbytery of Gansord: in the Synod 
of the Carolinas, be appointed a Miffionary he the 
Natches, for fev eral months, to commence about the fart 
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of Ofober next. For the fupport of this Miffionary, it 
is expected the Synod of the Carolinas will make fome 
provifion, and alfo take meafures for fupplying his pul- 


pit in his abfence. 
_ From the account given to us from the commiffion of 


the Svnod of Virginia weft of the mountains, your Com- 
mittee recommend, that they be allowed to appoint one 
or more catechifts to labour among the Indians, if it is 
thought expedient. 

They alfo recommend, that the Miffionaries, in pre- 
paring their reports for the Affembly, be enjoined to 
abridge from their larger journals, a fhort and fucciné 
account of fuch matters as have hitherto been required 
of them, and to read this only to the Affembly, unlefg 
the other is called for. 








An Account of a remarkable Revival of Religion in Bern, 
Albany County, State of New-York; communicated in a 
Letter from the Rev. Mr. EvtpHaver Nort, Paf- 
dor of the Prefbytertan Church in Albany, to the Rev, 
Mr. MiivueEr, of New-York. 


; Albany, Fune 25, 1800, 
Rev. Sir, 


AVING made my intended vifit to Bern, I take 
| this opportunity of detailing a few facts relative to 
tne late revival of religion in that place. To render the 
following detail more intelligible, I would obferve, that 
the eaftern part of Bern, where the late attention to re- 
ligion has principally been, was fettled about twelve 
years fince, moftly with emigrants from New-England. 
From the time of their fettlement until the late reforma- 
tion, they continued deftitute of a fettled miniftry, and 
of the ordinances of the gofpel. ‘Fhere was not even a 
church formed, nor was there any kind of religious af- 
fociation, except a fmall clafs of Methodifts, not ex- 
ceeding twelve in number. A general diffolutenefs of 
manners prevailed, and an awful inlenfibility with re- 
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fpect to eternal concerns increafed from year to year. 
In the weftern part of Bern, there had been eftablifhed, 
for many years, a Dutch Reformed Church; but that 
church had been fo long without the regular preaching 
of the word, and the adminiftration of gofpel ordinances, 
that {carcely any thing, even of the form of religion, re- 
mained init. In one word, there was no place, per- 
haps, in all this country, where there was lefs religion ; 
no place which, to human view, was in circumftances 
more difmal and unpromifing. But notwithftanding 
thefe things, God has fingled out that people as the ob- 
jects of his fovereign grace, and vifited them with faiva- 
tion; while many of our churches, in circumftances appa- 
rently more hopeful, {till mourn the abfence of his Spirit. 
So great has been the change that has been effected in 
Bern, fo very ftriking the incidents that have led to it, 
that he muft be blind who does not fee the divine 
agency through the whole. He muft be more than infi- 
del, who isnot convinced, that the finger of God is in this. 

To give you ajuft idea of this glorious work, I fhall 
be obliged to mention fone particulars which would be 
uninterefting, were it not for their connection with things 
more important; did they not tend to fhow the fove- 
reignty of God, and how eafy it is with him to make the 
moft incidental circumftance a mean of arrefting the at- 
tention and affecting the heart. 

The awakening began in the winter of ninety-eight. 
The circumftances were as follow: Dr. J. B. Smith, 
(whofe memory we all refpect, and whofe death, in the 
meridian of ufefulnefs, we highly deplore) at the requeft 
of an individual, {pent a Sabbath in Bern; and after he 
had returned from public worfhip, Mrs. T , a mar- 
ried lady, who had, for a confiderable time, been in ill 
health, came into his room, and entered into fome con- 
verfation about her diforder. Dr. Smith afked her if fhe 
had ever thought that her illnefs might terminate in 
death? The interrogation faftened on her mind with in- 
fluence irrefiftible, and produced in her an earneft foli- 
gitude about her eternal concerns, which folicitude con- 
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tinued for feveral months; during which period an awé 
ful gloom hung over her mind, through which not a 
beam of light or hope gleamed. 

Her hufband, Mr. T , was aman whofe worldly 
circumftances were flattering; but with refpect to reli- 
gion, in the ftricteft fenfe, he was a Gallio. Being, 
himfelf a ftranger to ferious thought, and neither hop- 
ing nor fearing any thing from the religion of the crofs, 
he faw, with regret, the change in his companion; and 
tidiculed her folicitud e, as the refult of folly and fana- 
ticifm. Speaking of her exercifes one day in the prefence 
of a hired fervant, in akind of phrenzy he afked, what 
eould be the caufe of her defpondency ? and added, that 
he believed her poffeffed with the devil. The fervant, 
better acquainted with the travail of the foul than his 
employer, replied, that he knew what ailed her; that fhe 
was under conviction; that he had feen others in the 

ame fituation; and requefted Mr. T to fend for a 
brother of his, who, he faid, was a Baptift minifter, liv- 
ing about twenty miles diftant. Mr. T doubted of 
his having fuch a brother, and, partly with a view to 
dete him in a falfehood, or, thould what he afferted 
prove true, fuppofing his brother muft be a poor igno- 
rant enthuffaft, whole performances would afford him 
fome diverfion, wrofe a letter, inviting him to vifit and 
preach at Bern. He accepted the invitation, and preach- 
ed his firft fermon in June, ‘1798. Few attended, 
and nothing remarkable occurred. Three weeks after- 
wards: he preached a fecond fermon in Bern. The af- 
fembly was much larger than common; an unufual fo- 
lemnity was vifible during the religious exercifes of the 
day ; and feveral perfons were awakened toa ferious con- 
cern about théir eternal interefts; among whom was 
Mr. T , who, in derifion, had invited this iervant 
of Jefus there, little expecting that he was te be made 
the inftrument of bringing falvation to his houle. 

From this'time the attention increafed; numbers liv- 
ing remote from each other were truck under convic- 
tion; and, from different parts of the town the cry was 
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heard, “* What muft I do tobe faved?” The revival 
drew the attention of the Methodift, Baptift, Dutch- 
Reformed, and Prefbyterian minifters ; and their labours 
were bleft to increafe and extend the revival. -Undet 
every fermon fome were awakened, till the attention be- 
came, in a great degree, general. For a confiderable time 
all denominations met with open doors, and the gofpel 
feemed to be gladly received, whoever was the meffenger. 
But, at length, the different fentiments of the minifters 
who laboured among them, terminated in the eftablifh- 
ment of a Baptift,; a Methodift, and a Prefbyterian 
church ; through the whole, a fpirit of chriftian charity 
prevailed, and but little of that profelyting zeal has beeri 
manifefted, which often predominates in fuch times of 
tefrefhing. 

The attention continued to incteafe until fome time 
laft winter; fince which period, the inftances of awaken+ 
ing have been lefs frequent. The number of thofe hope+ 
fully converted during this out-pouring of the fpirit in 
Bern and its vicinity, is about three hundred. in but 
few inftances has there appeared any thing like enthufi- 
afm, and during the whole awakening there has been but 
little of thofe impetuous emotions, of that irregular and 
boifterous zeal, that hath frequently charaéterized paft 
revivals: Pat | 

The reformation has carried in itfelf the moft evident 
marks of dvineaanis'”. The convictions of thofe who 
have been the fubjects of this awakening, have beén, in 
general, regular, Soteclie and pungent ; their converfions 
calm and rational; their hope fublime atid heavenly § 
and their lives ahd converfation fince Have been, in fome 
sood degree, as becometh the gofpel. The out-pour- 
ing of the fpirit has not been confined to any particular 
age or character. Some at eleven years old have given 
hopeful evidence of their having paffed from death unto 
life. Some grey with age, and bowed down with ‘in+ 
firmity; have become babes in Chrift.* 


* Some who date their conversion since the late reviy al, are be» 
tween seventy and eighty years old. 
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Several abettors of Univerfalifm and Deifm have been 
brought to yield to the force of truth, and cordially to 
embrace the difcriminating doctrines of the gofpel. The 
effects of this revival have been vifible even among thofe 
who have not apparently experienced its faving benefits. 
Ignorance and fuperftition have given place to light and 
truth. Drunkennefs and profanenefs have been checked, 
and vain pleafures and amufements in a great mealure 
fufpended. The Sabbath, hitherto fhamefully neglected, 
is now ftri€tly obferved; and many who formerly were 
feldom feen at a place of divine worfhip, now give a 
{trict and folemn attendance. Though this out-pouring 
of the {pirit has been principally upon the newly fettled 
part of Bern, fome drops have defcended upon the old 
Dutch-Reformed Church. Several who had long been 
communicants,* have lately felt the power of divine 
gtace upon their hearts, and profefs to have experi- 
enced the reality of that religion which before they 
only knew by profeffion. Others begin to be alarmed 
at theirieondition, and to exprefs their fears, that they 
are yet ftrangers to the religion of the gofpel. 

Here I cannot but mention the particulars relative to 
the awakening and converfion of one individual ; as it 
will tend to fhow the deplorable ignorance of that peo- 
ple, and, at the fame time, to magnify the grace and {o- 
yereignty of God. An aged father in that church, who 
had for many years been a comnagamgpns and’an el- 
der, was fome time laft fall {truck with conviction, His 


exercifes were uncommonly awful and pungent. He 
feemed ovetwhelmed with the thoughts of eternity and 
eternal things. So impreffive were the views which he 
had of his totally ruined ftate, and fo fearful the appre- 
henfions which he entertained of the wrath of an angry 
God, that he was driven almoft to defperation. Neglect- 
ing all worldly concerns, he betook himfelf to reading 
the {criptures and to prayer. His infatuated family, fup- 


* In this particular congregation almost all are communicants, 
however immoral. 
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pofing this to be effected by witchcraft, took from him his 
bible, and carried him by force to a man who profeffed 
fkill in breaking the enchantment of witches. This im- 
poftor, after playing his magic tricks over him, and 
{courging him in vain, dilmified himas incurable. All 
this had little effect upon him; his mind ftill continued 
fixed upon the falvation ofghis foul. While in this 
fituatton, he was very folicitous to vifit Mr. a 
pious minifter in the Dutch Church, with whom he had 
formerly been acquainted. This, for a confiderable 
time, was dented him. However, at the folicitation of a 
gentleman of re{pectability, who interpoted, his family 
confented. He accordingly went, and remained feveral 
days with Mr. -, who gladly opened to him the 
fcriptures, and preached Jefus unto him. - Under this 
teaching, he obtained light and comfort, and returned 
to his family praifing and glorifying God. Since whith 
time he has continued a witnefs for the truth, and a ftrik- 
ing inftance of the fovereignty of the grace of God. I 
could mention feveral other inftances which have been 
attended with circumftances worthy of relating, would it 
not protract this letter to too great alength. For, dur- 
ing the prefent revival in Bern, God has been pleafed, in 
feveral inftances, to fingle out thofe as objects of his 
grace, who, to human view, were placed in circumftan- 
ces the moft unproniifing. Many, who at firlt oppofed 
the réformation, are now among the number of the re- 
formed ; and feveral of its bittereft enemites have been 
flain by its influence, and by its influence have been 
made alive. There has alfo been a confiderable atten- 


tion to religton at Renffelaerville, at Coeymans, and at 


Worcefter, near Harper’s Field. ‘** When the Lord 
turneth back the captivity of his people, Jacob fhall re- 
joice and HHrael be glad,” 

hat he with whom is the refidue of the f{pirit, may 
continue to pour water on them. who are thirfty, and 
floods upon the dry ground, till the whole earth fhall 
be filled with the glory of God, is the fincere with and 
prayer of your affectionate friend and brother, 


E. NOTT. 
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The Field for Miffionary Labours is enlarging before us. 
From every Quarter, the Inhabitant of the Defert, like 
the Man of Mac edonia, t 2s crying to Chriftians, ** Come 

— over and help us.’ 





At a Meeting of the Direétors of the New-York Miffon- 
ary Soctety, the following Addrefs was latd before them. 


We the Subfcribers, a Committee for Indian Affairs, ap- 
pointed by the New-York Baptift Affoctation, at their 
Seffion, in this City, the 21/2 aud 22d of May, 1800; 


Lo the Direftors of the New-York Miffionary Society, for 
the Promulgation of the Gofpel among the Indiaas. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HEREAS the above-mentioned Affociation 
hath, for fome years paft, held a correfpon- 
dence with fome of the Indian tribes on our north-weftern 
frontiers, in which fundry talks and tokens of friendfhip 
have reciprocally paffed: and whereas it appears by the 
Indian letters ({ome of which we lay before you), that 
they are folicitous that our brother, the Rev. Elka- 
nah Holmes, fhould again vifit them, and preach the 
gofpel among them ; and he having manifefted a willing- 
nefs to leave his family in this city, and again to explore 
the weftern wilds, and, if practicable, even far beyond 
the limits of any of his former travels; it was therefore 
moved in the faid Affociation, that he be again requefted 
and encouraged to go forward: the whole were unani- 
mous 1n their wifhes, that his former and future labours 
might be abundantly bleffed among the poor Indians, 
and that, if practicable, he would again vifit them; but 
our having no funds for the fupport of a Miffionary, or, 
if need be, for the affiftance of his family in his abfénce, 
was a forbidding circumftance : they, however (without 
the moft diftant idea of encouraging any project that 
fhould feem to be counter to, or feparate from the be- 
nevolent defigns of the Miffionary Society in this city), 
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appointed us a Committee to purfue fuch meafures as to 
ais might feem proper, in order, if practicable, to carry the 
defign into effedt, under exifting circumftances. 

We, therefore, confidering that a door hath thus been 
opened, and that the poor Indians have fo far. placed 
confidence in Mr. Holmes, and wifhing that every log, 
and brier, and ftone, might, if poffible, be removed from 
his path to their fire-places; and being confident that 
your views in the Miffionary bufinefs are not confined 
to any particular denominations of chriftians, we are in- 
duced and encouraged to folicit your pecuniary aid, fo 
far as to enable him to perform a tour of five or fix 
months of this feafon in the weftern wildernefs, he mani- 
fefting a readinefs at any time to be accountable, and to 
give every information in his power in relation to thefe 
poor people, who are calling and begging, that the gof- 
pel of the dear Redeemer may be preached among thehn, 
and that even fome of their fons might be permitted to 
live among us, for the purpofe of learning letters, and 
fome ufeful mechanic arts, which we fuppofe might be 


done with very little or no expenfe. 


Wifhing and praying that the {miles of indulgent hea- 
yen may reft on your benevolent inftitution, we, with 
fentiments of fincere efteem, fubfcribe ourfelves, 


Your friends and brethren, 


Samuel Dodge, John Duffie, 
Ezekiel Robbins, Nicholas Cox, 
Francis Van Dyk, Charles Lakatt. 





New-York, Fune 16, 1800. 
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The following are fome of the Addreffes referred to in the 
foregoing: They are inthe Languagé which was diated 
44 the ‘Indians themfelves, and evince the thirft they 

ve for the Gofpel. 


To the Elders and Meffengers of the feveral Baptifed 
Churches of the Affociation at New-York; 


We, the Peace-makers and Brethren of Brothertown : 
Meffengers and Brothers, 


Y one of the Lord’s meffengers, our beloved bro- 
B ther Elder Elkanah Holmes, we received your let- 
ter, for which we feel in our hearts to return our bro- 
therly-like thanks unto you, for your kind advice and 
we rds of encouragement which we found tnclofed there- 
in. We feel thankful, and rejoice to hear that your 
churches do enjoy fuch peace and harinory as you have 
informed us of. 

Brethren, it 1s a heavy time amongftus; there do not 
feem to be any movings amongft us. There is a {malt 
number of the Lord’s followers here, that are ftriving ta 
walk Zion-ward; but we feel to take this encourage- 
ment, where it 1s faid, “ They that wait upon the Lord 
fhall renew their ftrength.” 

We, your poor Indian brethren, defire your petition 
to the upper aNembly, that we might have vifitation 
from on High, and that we yet might fee and hear the 
{tately fteppings of our Lord and Mafter; and our de- 
fires are to the Lord, that we might hear the people in 
this land, and the people in this place where we now live, 
crying out, ‘* Men and brethren, what fhall we do?” 
The apoftle fays, «* For the promife is unto you, and to 
your children, and toaill that are afar off, even as many 
as the Lord our God fhall call.” We feel glad and are 
thankful, feeing the Lord has put into the heart of our 
brother Holmes, to come and vifit us poor Indians: 
although we are poor, yet he has not complained; he has 
been very contented amongft us in our {moky cottages: 
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the Elder is much fet by in this weftern country ; our 
people, both old as well as young, the unconverted as 
well as Chriftians, lament his going to leave us. And 
we are forry that our prefent circumftanees are fuch, that 
we cannot give him a better fupport than what we do: 
«For the I»bourer is worthy of his hire.” Again, the 
fcripture tells us, ‘* Muzzle not the ox that treadeth out 
the corn. Do good to all men, more efpecially to the 
houfehold of faith.” 

We are willing, and feel our hearts open to put in 
our mites, to help to fupport the gofpel of our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, and alfo willing to receive all thofe meflen- 
gers of the Lord our God, and who are recommended 
to us from any of the baptifed churches belonging to 
your Affociation. 

Meffengers and Brothers, we are very weak; we 
are deftitute of one thing, and that is Gofpel-minittlli 
for we want inftruction in f{piritual and divine things. 

We were exceeding forry, when we heard that you 
could not get a man who would be willing to come and 
live amongft us, and whofe heart is devoted to God, and 
who has the feeling fenfe of the worth of the immortal 
fouls of mankind, and one that has the experimental 
knowledge of the religion of Jefus Chrift. For the lip 
of truth faith, *‘ I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 

We thank you for your kindnefs to us ward, in taking 
fo much notice of us, and fuch pains in fending to us a 
number of the copies-of your minutes and ciscular letter: 

After this letter leaves us, we fhall be very anxious 
of hearing from you the firft opportunity, and this letter 
will be handed to you by Elder Holmes; and the God 
of peace be with you all. 

We now conclude, by fub{cribing ourfelves your weak, 
but affectionate brethren, 


? 


Fohn Skeefuck, 
PEACE-MAKERS. ~ Samuel Scipio, 
Fohn Tuhie, 
Lfaac Wawby. 
Brothertown, Dec. 4,1797. David Fowler, jun, Clk. 


( David Fowler, 
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In the Year 1796, the Muhheconnuk Nation (or Stocks 
bridge Indians) wrote a Letter to the New-York Bap- 
tuft Affociation, which they anfwered tna May, 1797, and 
the following isa Copy of the Indians Reply. 


To the Elders and Meffengers of the Churches compofi ngs 
the New- York Affociation. 


Wife Meu and Brethren attend, 


E are allowed, by the goodnefs of the Great 
Good Spirit, this day to fend a few words to your 
ears—to inform you, that while our eyes were anxioufly 
looking on the path which leads from our fire-place to 
yours, we faw Elkanah Holmes, whom we look upon as 
ur father, coming hither with a {miling countenance; 
by which our countenances were alfo turned into {mil- 
ing—and when he opened his mouth, we found that he 
{till declared to us the meflages of him who caufed him 
to vifit us, which gladdened our hearts—and he alfo delt- 
vered your kind and brotherly talk to us, which ftill add- 
ed to our joy. 

Brother, we rejoice to hear, that by your voice; 
your brother was encouraged to come and vifit us. We 
are glad to hear that youdo believe with us, that it was the 
will of the Great Good Spirit, that your anceftors came 
over the great waters to this ifland, for a certain good 
purpofe; and that you do feel more and more encou- 
raged, by many late remarkable events of divine pro 
vidence, to believe, that the time is at hand, when that 
great and good purpofe will be fully accomplithed. 

Brothers, we rejoice, and feel ourfelves comforted to 
hear, that you have compaffionate feelings to eur cafe— 

and fince the Great Good Spirit has permitted it to be 
fo, that our gation fhould be fo much diminifhed, and 
raifed you up to tall trees—that you efteem it your duty, 
and fome amongft you feel incl lined to mete the like kind- 
nefs to us that our.anceftors meafured to, yours. 
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Brothers, we rejoice to hear, that you are willing to 
take notice of the kindnefs fhown to your anceftors by 
ours; and that you pray, that we and you, your child- 
ren and our defcendants, may lengthen and brighten the 
chain of friendfhip to the lateft generations. 

Brothers, we blefs the Great Good Spirit, that while 
our fathers were fitting in darknefs, he fent his ambaffa- 
dors to them to bring good news, and that their labours 
were not in vain—and we thank the Lord, that he blef- 
fes the labours of our father Holmes among us—and we 
heartily thank you, that you have encouraged him to 
vifit us, and for your brotherly talk which you fent by 
him. : 

Brothers, in order to maintain the covenant of friend- 
fhip which fubfifted between our anceftors and yours to 
the lateft generations, we will now, according to the cuf- 
tom of our forefathers, open the common path one ftep 
wider, which we mentioned to you laft year; for we know 
you cannot walk fo well ona narrow path, for you are apt 
to take four legs befide your own when you goa journey. 

Brothers, we remove every green and rotten log 
from this path, and pull every brier and thorn, and re- 
move every rough ftone from it ; it is fo clear and ftrait 
you can fee our fire-place clearly. 

Brothers, you have a council fire to the one ‘end of 
this path, and we have ours this end. Let us therefore 
always keep this path clear, that no evil birds fhould fow 
the feed of poifonous weeds on the way. | 

Brothers, you are wifer and ftronger than we are— 
you are more: able to remove obftacles out of the way. 
In this path we can both walk backwards and forwards 
to vifit one another. Let it be known to all your bre- 
thren—and it fhall be known to our brethren alfo, that 
it may never be forgotten. 

| A belt of wampum delivered. 

We give our father Holmes the fketchés of thé hif- 
tory of our anceftors. We expect he will fhow it to 
you--and we hope, by the help of the Good Spirit, we 
fhall be eriabled to maintain the friendfhip now fubfitt- 
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ing between our nationand yours to the laft. We ean- - 
not write all we wifh to {peak to your ears, for the day is 
far {fpent. We refer you to our father Holmes, who is 
now ready to return to your fire-place. Wifhing hima 
pleafant journey along the pleafant path—farewell. 
Jofeph Shauquethqueat. 


SACHEMS. / Hendrick Aupaumut. 


( David Nefhanuhhuk. 
CouNSELLORS. Jofeph Quinney. 
i] John Quinney. 
Ow1s.* John Wautuhq naut. 
| Solomon Quauquauchmut. 
_ New-Stockbridge, Nov. 23, 1797+ 





The following was delivered to Mr. Holmes, when about 
to return from his firft Vifit to the Indians. 
| New-Stockbridge, Nov. 29, 1797. 
Father, atiend ! 

' E acknowledge, that it is by the goodnefs of the 
| Great Good Spirit, we enjoyed mary good days 
with you, fince you came here by the fide of our fire- 
place, and have received fo many kind offices from you, 
in teaching us the great important.things belonging to 
the everlafting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, by which we may underftand how to ferve and 
pleafe him, whofe commands and inftitutions we are un- 
der all poffible obligation to obey. 

Father, by the help of the Great Good Spirit, you 
have inftrumentally opened the eyes of a number of our 
people, whereby we fee the holy path clearer that leads 
to eternal happinefs, and alfo difcern the crooked path 
that leads to endlefs mifery. 

But what fhall we render unto the Great Good Spirit, 
for all or any of his loving kindnefs fhown towards us? 
Is not this-his faying; ‘“‘ Buy milk and honey, without 
money, and without price?” And have we not reafon to 
fay, © We will take the cup of falvation, and call upon 
the name of the Lord.” 


* Persons employed to call the nation to attend any public meeting. 


‘Be 
es 











"Indian Papers. 299 


Again; what can we return to you for all the kindnefs 
and fatherly inftruction you have given us, and all other 
kindneffes you have apparently manifefted towards us 
thefe many days, but heartily to thank you for the fame ; 
and, by the help of grace, we fhall endeavour to walk 
an{werably tothe end of the enjoyments conferred upon 
us. We hope and crave the Good Spirit to blefs you 
with fpiritual and temporal comforts, and at jaft reward 
you a hundred fold in the world of joy. 

Father, in compliance of your requeft, for the hif- 
tory of our anceftors, we have gathered a few hints of the 
cuftoms, manners, and traditions of our anceftors, which 
were peculiar to them, fo far as we think credible, as 
handed down to us by our fathers. At the fame time 
we muft own, that we have but imperfect knowledge of 
the old ways, becaufe, when our fathers received the 
Chriftian religion, they thought it was neceflary,for them 
to lay afide all the cuftoms of their forefathers, confe- 
quently the ancient cuftoms have been gradually loft, 
until they are almoft entirely forgotten. Yet, if you ac- 
cept of this piece of hiftory, we will prefent it to you as 
a token of our friendfhip; and if you fhall think proper 
to fhow it to your friends, or publifh it, it is leff'to your 
difcretion. 

Father, as you are about to go and follow the com- 
mon path which leads from here to your fire-place, 
we wifh you a pleafant journey, and we hope the Great 
Good Spirit will protect you on it, that you may find 
your family and friends in -health and peace. Farewell, 
| { Fofeph Shauquethqueat. 
Hendrick Aupaumuh 
Fofeph Quinney. 

David Nefhonuhhuk. 

In behalf of the reft, <4 John Quinney. 

Fohn Metoxen. 

Solomon Quauquauchmut. 

David Vaunaunuknauk, 
| Fohn Wautuh@ naut, 

Rev, Etkanah Holmes. 
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Jn the Summer of 1798 Mr. Holmes vifited the Muhhe- 
connuk Nation of Indians. Shortly after his Arrival 

among ft them, he received the melancholy News of his 

» Wife's Death, and thought it his Duty immediately to 
return to New-York, to afford fuch Reitef as was in his 
Power to his Family, expofed to the Ravages of the ma- 
lignant Epidemic, to which his Companion had fallen a 
Viétin. 

Lhe following 1s an Addrefs of Condolence ou that Occafion. 
{t 1s pecultarly interefling to Chrifitans, as tt will fhow, 
that even in the dark Places of the Defert, which have 
been full of the Habitations of Cruelty, the Gofpel will 
teach the falutary Leffon, “ weep with them that weep.” 


Father, attend ! 


| laft evening propofedl to meet you here, and 
A by the goodnefs of the Great Good Spirit, we 
are preferved through another night, fo that we are en- 
abled to meet and {moke a pipe of peace with you, but 
with groaning. 

Father, it was only as it were yefterday, we were re- 
joicing in feeing each other’s faces, after a long abfence 
from one another—and by the will of the Great Good » 
Spirit, he has caufed the darknefs to {pread over your 
fire-place, and has come fo near as to touch you by his 
afflicting hand, in taking away your dear and near com- 
panion by death; and a member of your dear friends and 
conpections are alfo taken away from the fide of your 
fire-place to another world, which caufed your tears to 
flow down your face. 

Father, our hearts are alfo touched, oyr tears flow- 
ing: we are weeping and mourning with you as a nation, 
and we muft acknowledge, that the dealings of the Great 
Good Spirit arejuft and right, for he knows what is beft 
for us,and we mutt fubmit to his will and good pleafure. 

Father, our encouragements and expectations were 
raifed to a great degree fince we faw you here by the fide 
of our fire-place ; but it feems that it 1s the will of him 


* r 
Ps 





Indian Papers. 301 


who governs all events, that our expectations fhould be 
difappointed. 

Father, we muft acs letian. as children, that you 
know more than we do the will of the Good Spirit on 
fuch occafions ; and the cuftoms of our forefathers are 
only ceremonies, by which they ufed to manifeft their 
minds one to another, and therefore we omit them. — 

Father, let us, as children, exhort you, by the mercy 
of the Great Good Spirit, to look to him who fticketh 
clofer than a brother, who 1s able to wipe off your tears, 
and unftop your ears, and raife your heart upright, and 
turn your weeping into rejoicing in a {piritual fenfe. | 

Father, as we, by the help of the Great Good Spirit, 
have eftablifhed a covenant of friendfhip to the lateft ge- 
neration, and have opened a plain and pleafant path; 
therefore, let no darknefs whatfoever prevent usto walk 
backwards and forwards to vifit one another, left we be- 
come as unmindful children. 

Father, as you are about to return to your defolate fire- 
place, we pray, that the Great Good Spirit may preferve 
and protect you fafe on the pleafant path, and we fin- 
cerely defire you to remember us in your prayers every 
day; and we hope that the Good Spirit may yet open the 
way, that you may be enabled to pay us another vifit, and 
alfo to our brethren in the defert ; and we heartily thank 
you for your kindnefs which you have manifefted to 
us. Farewell. 

| Sofeph Shauquethqueat. 

Hendrick Aupaumut. 

( David Nefhonuhhuk. * 
CouNSELLORS. | Fofeph Quinney. 


Fohn Quinney. 


SACHEMS. 


Ow Ls ' John W autuhg naut. 


Solomon Quauquauchmut. 
New-Stockbridge, O&. 8, 1798. 


| In confequence of the application of the Committee 
of the New-York Baptift Affociation, the Direétors of 
the New-York Miffionary Society agreed to take the 
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Rev. Mr. Holmes into their fervice, and to fend him, 
as a Miffionary, at leaft for fix months, to the north- 
weftern Indians, particularly thofe of the Seneca and 
Lufcarora tribes, with permiffion to wifit’ fuch other 
tribes as he may fee fit. Mr. Holmes accepted the ap- 
pointment, and immediately prepared to fet out for the 
place of his Mifhonary labours. Previoufly to entering 
on his journey, he met the Directors ; who, after deli- 
vering to him a fet of {pectal inftructions, and conferring 
With him at confiderable length, re{pecting their views of 
his important undertaking, commended him and his 
miffion to God, by folemn prayer. He left this city a few 
days after his appointment, intending to proceed imme- 
diately to the refidence of the Zu/carora Indians, after 
{pending a few days at Oxeida and New- Stockbridge. ] 





The Rev. Mr. Bullen’s Letter to the Secretary of the 
New-York Miffonary Society, dated Bedford, May 26, 
1800. | | 


Rev. SIR, 


E came on our journey with as good fpeed as 

could have been hoped in fuch a feafon, till 

ficknefs in my family impeded us; yet, confidering our 
getting early at Pittfburgh important for the purpofes 
of the miffion, and for ourfelves, we delayed as little as 
poffible: if we had reached the Ohio, we might have 
gone down, and that, as I fuppofe, without any mate- 
rial detriment to invalids; but by the time we came 
here, the ficknefs of my daughter Polly was fo fore upon 
her, that I durft go no further ; befides, my wife was quite 
unwell. My daughter’s ficknefs has continued till this 
time; her fever has fo affected her nervous fyftem, that 
fhe has had but very little ufe of her reafon, and we had 
for fome time but faint hopes of her life. We find caufe 
to blefs God, her health and reafon appear to be return- 
ing. Yefterday fhe was able to walk feveral times acrofs 
the room. We fhall proceed on our way as foon as may 
be. We have been kindly received in thefe parts, and 
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the people feem difpofed to receive a preached gofpel, 
and are generally deftitute of ftated miniftrations. Bed- 
ford is a vacant congregation, and there appears to be 
ferious attention here. They have fhown us much kind- 
nefs in our affliction 

My worthy friend, Deacon Rice, his family, and the 
young men, are gone on, and are, I truft, in the Indian 
country by this time, fo that I hope the work of teach- 
ing the Chickafaws good things is not neglected; yet I 
want to be with them. If my folks were well, we might 
go in five or fix days from this place to Pittfburgh; from 
thence to the Chickafaw Bluffs is ufually twenty days. 
We have had the happinefs to become acquainted with 
the venerable Dr. Cooper, whofe converfation and friend- 
fhip have been very confolatory and encouraging in our 
afflicted circumftances. Good man, he has great hope 
for the Heathen, that they will foon be given to Jefus 
for a poffeffion. We have made no delay for the fake 
of minifterial fervices; but where delayed by ficknefs, 
have thought it a duty to improve every opportunity in 
this way—the people attend with great ferioufnefs—they 
tell me white Indians want teaching as much as red 
ones: ’tis fome confolation to me, that though I can- 
not yet be with the Indians, the Lord hath opened the 
hearts of the people in this new country, to hearken to 
the plain doétrines and precepts of chriftianity. From 
what I have obferved, am induced to believe, that the 
plaineft talks, fuch as may be underf{tood by the 
weakeft minds, are generally apt to take hold of the 
» minds of the people, and do them good, efpecially where 
| DM have had but little inftruction, as is generally the 
Gale in thefe parts. The continuance of your prayers for 
us, and for the Chickafaws, is defired. Any additional 
inftructions will be thankfully received, It is the defire of 
my brother Rice and myfelf, that the New-York Mif- 
fionary Magazine, and fome one of the new{fpapers, may 
be regularly fent us by the mail, and the expente charged 
to his account or mine. With deference and efteem, 


Jam, yours, &c. JOSEPH BULLEN, 
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The following Extract. from the Minutes of the General 
Synod of the Dutch-Reformed Church, held at Albany, 
the 2d Day of Fune, 1800, will fhow the prefent ise 

of Religion i in Upper Canada. 


“ THE Committee appointed on the Subject of Miffions, 

beg leave to report, 
Firft, That the frontiers of this State, in general, pre- 
fent a large field for Miffionary labours, but that the 
moft promifing profpects, in this refpeét, open from Ca- 
nada. 

Singular and unexpected fuccefs has attended the 
labours of the Miffionary, fome time fince fent by the 
claffis of Albany. A Committee of that claffis made a 
report, at their January feffion, in 1799, that the Rev. 
Mr. M‘Dowl, their Miffionary to Canada, in 1798, had 
vifited a great number of fettlements~in that country ; 
had formed into congregations the people of fix large 
diftriés, who, together with another diftriGt, which he 
did not organize into a congregation, confifted of about 
420 or 430 families. He found the people very hungry 
for the bread of life, and very attentive under the preach- 
ing of the word. He had feveral invitations to fettle, 
and has fince accepted of a call from the congregations 
at Adolphus-town, Earneft-town, and Frederick {burch, 
in Upper Canada, among whom he has gone to refide. 
From all the information which this Miffionary has com- 
municated, and from other fources of intelligence, it is 
obvious, that the Lord, in his good providence, has open- 
ed, in that quarter, a wide door for the entrance of the» 
gofpel. Letters have been frequently fent to the claffis 
of Albany, and to individuals of that body, requefting, 
and earneftly praying, that our churches would fend out 
faithful fervants of the Lord to help them. A letter 
now in the hands of the Committee, dated January 17, 
1800, addreffed to this Rev. Synod, makes a very af- 
feéting reprefentation of the fituation of the people from 
whom itis fent. It is from the congregation of Eliza- 
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beth-town, in Upper Canada. The writers urge the 
neceflity of immediate affiftance; they ftate, that the 
danger of divifion among them is very imminent, unlefs 
fome perfon be foon fent to their' relief. They affert, 
that future efforts will be fruitlefs, unlefs their congre- 
gations bein a fhort time fupplied, and they beg of this 
learned body to have compaffion upon them, and to ufe 
every means to anfwer their wants. They fay, if a per- 
fon were fent from this body who fhould be acceptable to 
them, they would make an immediate call upon him, 
and believe that they would be able to raife a large fas 
lary, efpecially as the neighbouring congregations are 
vacant.” ; 





To the Publifher of the New-York Miffionary Magazine. 


SIR, | 
Having received from the Rev. Mr. Meader, the Minif- 
ter of the United Breihren’s Congregation in the City of 
New-York, the following concife and interefting Account 
of the Moravian Miffions, I fend it to you as proper to 
be inferted prior to the firft Number of the fhort Hiftory of 
Miffions, which commences with the Miffion of the par- 
ticular Baptifis. ss 





A concife View of the Moravian Miffions. 


SIR, 


GREEABLE to your requeft, to furnith you with 
A a concife view of the miffions among heathen na- 
tions, carried on by the United Brethren’s Church, I 
now will endeavour to do it.—The point from whence I 
fhall begin will be Greenland, belonging to the govern- 
ment of Denmark. To thefe cold and inhofpitable re- 
gions the United Brethren fent Miffionaries in 1733, and 
eftablifhed a Miffionary fettlement at a place they named 
New-Herrnhut, which, after feveral years hard trials and 
many difficulties, profpered’ fo much, that in the fuc- 
ceeding times two other fettlements, to the fouthward 


of the former, were begun, called Lichtenfels and Lich- 
Vou. I. No. 4. I 
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tenau. “At each of thefe places live two or three Mif- 
fionaries, with their wives, and have the care of the cons 
regations of converted Greenlanders, who have come 
1% live with them on*the fpot, and enjoy their advice 
and further inftruction in leading a truly chriftian life. 
More are added to theif number, from time to time, by 
preachingthe gofpel to the favages. A full and exten- 
five account of thefe miffions, as well as of that coun- 
try, may be had from David Cranz’s Hiftory of the 
Greenland miffion, publifhed in England in the. year 
1767. ) : ‘ 
. Sin hence we will crofs over to Afia, and ftop firft 
at that part belonging to the government of Ruffia. We 
therefind a fettlement eftablifhed in 1765, about twenty- | 
four Englifh miles below Czarizin,on a f{tream called 
Sarpa, and which the Brethren named Sarepta. This 
fettlerent was begun chiefly with a view to carry the 
gofpel to the Calmuck Tartars, and other heathen tribés 
in thofe vaft regions, among whom an opening might be 
found. Hitherto no fuccefs has. attended the Brethren’s 
labours, though their exertions have been great and 
perfevering, and equal to thofe of any of our Miffion- 
aries in other countries. Some Brethren even refided 
fora confiderable time among the Calmucks, conform- 
ing to their manner of living in tents, and accompa- 
nying them wherever.they moved their camp, in the 
immenfe plains covered with long grafs. They omitted 
no opportunity ‘of preaching unto them Jefus, and di- 
reCting them, from their numberle{s idols and wretched 
fuperftitions, to the only true God, and the only way of 
life and happinefs: but though they were heard and 
treated with civility, no impreffion could be made on 
the hearts of thefe heathen. Meanwhile, that miffion - 
has an{wered another very bleffed purpofe, in as much as 
the Brethren were vifited, at the above-named fettlement, 
by the German colonifts living on the river Wolga, and 
through God’s bleffing, focieties have been formed, and 
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gofpel minifters provided for moft of the colonies by 


their inftrumentality. . 
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‘Travelling further fouth-eaft in Afia, we come to a 
fettlement, begun by the Brethren'in 1760, near ‘Tran- 
quebar, on the coaft of Coromandel, at the defire of 
the Danifh government, chiefly with a view to carry the 
gofpel to the inhabitants of the Nicobar Iflands. Af- 
ter a perfevering, but fruitlefs attempt, to form an 
eftablifhment at Nancawery, one of the Nicobar If- 
lands,*for that purpofe, the whole plan was defeated 
by the. following circumftances. The Danifh govern- 
ment, finding the advantage gained by their fettlement 
on thefe asd not anfwering the great expenfe attend-. — 
ing it, withdrew, their people, and the Brethren refiding 
there being left alone, and all communication cut off 
between Tranquebar and the Nicobar Iflands, it became 
neceflary for the Brethren to provide for themfelves the 
means to convey provifions and other neceflaries to 
their Miffionaries. But the enormous expenfe and lofs 
incurred thereby, and the fickly ftate of. the Miffiona- 
ries, made it neceflary to recal them, and thus the | 
miffion9 thefe iflands was fruftrated. Some Brethren 
alfo went from the fettlement near Tranqucbar to 
Serampore and Patna, where they refided for a time, 
watching an opportunity to ferve the caufe of God in 
thofe places; but various circumftances caufed both 
thefe fettlements to be relinquifhed likewife. 

We now leave Afia and come to Africa, where we 
meet with the mifion, among the Hottentots, at the 
Cape of Good Hope. It was begun in 1736, bya 
Miffionary of remarkable zeal and courage, who had, 
by his fuccefsful labours among thefe people, formed a 
{mall congregation of believers; but when he went to 
Europe with a view to reprefent the promifing ftate of 
the mifion, and to return with affiftants, leaving it, in 
the mean time, to the care of a pious man, he was; 
to his inexpreffible grief and difappointment, not per- 
mitted by the Dutch government to refume his labours, 
it having been infinuated by fome perfons, that the pro- 
pagation of Chriftianity among the Hottentots would in- 
jure the intereits of the colony. At length, in 1792, by 
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the mercy of God, and the kind interference of friends 
in the Dutch government, the oppofition of evil-minded 
perfons was over-ruled, and leave granted to renew that 
miffion, Accordingly, three Miffionaries have been fent 
thither, who chofe for their refidence, the place which the 
firft Miffionary had left, finding the Hettentots moft nu- 
merous in thofe parts. Here they began directly to clear 
the ground, and prepare, with the affiftanee of the Hot- 
tentots, for building the needful habitations. The na- 
tives foon flocked round them, and received their in- 
{tructions concerning the falvation by Jefus Chrift with 
great eagernefs. They began alfo to keep {chool with 
the children of the natives, to which fome of the adults 
caine, and were taught the Dutch language, in which the 
gofpel is preached unto them. They are fo fond of the 
{chool, that they*efteem it a punifhment to be excluded 
from it. The Miffionaries faw the labour and pains, 
which they took with thefe poor, and naturally very ftu- 
pid beings, in making them acquainted with the truths 
of the gotpel, crowned with fuch fuccefs, that ya fhort 
time they could baptife fome of them, and collect a 
little flock of believers: But while this miffion was in 
a profperous fituation, and the number of converts in- 
creafed, it met with fuch oppofition from the farmers 
in the neighbourhood, that it threatened to put a {top to 
this flourifhing miffion a fecond time. This happened 
in 1795, about the time the revolution in Holland took 
place. However, when the Englifh had made them- 
felves mafters of that colony, the difturbers of the peace 
were foon brought to order, and the miffion has ever 
fince profpered, fo that they have been enabled to build 
a proper meeting-houfe or church for the Hotten- 
tots, and from the favour and prote¢tion which the Bri- 
tifh government has uniformly granted tothe Brethren’s 
‘miffions, the Miffionaries have the beft hopes, that 
they will remain undifturbed and protected in their civil 
and religious liberty. A reinforcement of fome more 
Miffionaries, with their wives, have latterly been fent 
thither. a 














A concife View of the. Moravian Miffions. 309 


We now crofs over to America, and here we will 
fix our thoughts, firft on a part of the South-American 
coaft, belonging tothe Dutch government, at prefent in 
the hands of the Englifh. Here the United Brethren 
have four miffions: eftablifhed: 1. In Paramaribo, the 
chief place of the colony, fome Miffionaries are {tationed, 
where they preach che. sofpel, and labour among the 
flaves, which has been attended with fuch a bleffing, 
that they have a little congregation formed of baptifed 
negroes, to whom they adininifter the word aad ‘eels 
regularly. The Miffionaries and other Brethren carrying 
on fome trades, .conftitute a little family congregation 
(if I may call it fo), to.affift the Miffionaries, who may, 
from time to time, arrive from Europe, in getting to 
their deftined pofts in Surrinam, and in procuring the 
needful provifions for the Miffionaries at the different 
places. 2, Some miles from this city, two Miffion- 
aries, with their wives, are ftationed at a place called 
Sommelfdyke, who likewife proclaim the gofpel to the 
negro flaves on the neighbouring plantations with fuc- 
ceis, and have a congregation of baptifed negroes under 
their care. 3. At Bambay, a diftrict where tree negroes 
live, Miffionaries for feveral years have alfo been fta- 
tioned, publifhing to thefe people, before in deep hea- 
thenifm, the glad tidings of falvation, and have collected 
a {mall congregation of believers, who generally live with 
the Miffionaries, enjoying {piritual nurfing and advice, 
melee Segphct the many difficulties and obftacles they 
meet with, partly from local caufes, and partly from the 
heathen for whofe fake they arethere. 4. Onthe river 
Corentyn, at Hope, a miffion has been efiablifhed alfo 
among the native Indians, chiefly the Arawaks. The 
Miffionaries have to learn their language, to be able to 
declare the gofpel truths to them in their own tongue, 
and with a great deal of pains and patient labour, have 
brought it fo far, that the congregation of believers, col- 
lected from among them, live together in one place with 
the Miffionaries ; they keep alfoa ichool for the young 
people, and teach them to read and write in their own 
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language. By the laft accounts from thence, this mif- 
fion feemed to be ina profperous way ; between two and 
three hundred old and young people of the Indians liy- 
ing together at Hope. 

From hence we crofs over to the iflands, and come firft 
to Tobago, where a miffion was begun in 1789; but 
the Miffionary and his wife, departing foon after their 
arrival there, with other adverfe circumftances of the 
prefent war, occafioned a temporary fufpenfion, till two 
or three years ago, when a trial was made to renew this 
miffion, ‘by fending a couple of Miffionaries with their 
wives thither. 

The next miffion we find on the ifland Barbadoes. 
Here two Miffionaries, with their wives, are fettled 
about fix miles from Bridgetown, in St. Thomas parifh. 
Though this miffion was begun as early as 1767, it 
has not fucceeded {o well as in other places: yet a confi- 
derable number of negroes have believed the gofpel, and 
have, by holy baptifm, been engrafted into the Chriftian 
church, and the Miffionaries have, at prefent, a little 
increafing flock under their care. 

We proceed northward, to the ifland of St. Chrifto- 
pher’s (or St. Kitt’s), where, | in the town of Baffeterre, 
a miffion has been eftablifhed for feveral years, at- 
tended with fuch good fuccefs, that the negro church 
built there, at times cannot hold all the hearers who 
attend. Befides this, the Miffionaries vifit the negroes 
on differént plantations, inftructing them, as much as 
their circumftances will allow, in the way to falvation, 
and find open ears and hearts to receive the glorious news 
of their redémption. ‘The number of the baptifed and 
communicants is very confiderably increafed within thefe 
few years. 

The next ifland on which we find a miffion of the 
United Brethren is Antigua. The beginning of it was 
made at St. John’s, the chief town, where the Miffion- 
aries eftablifhed themfelves. Their labour tn preaching 
the gofpel, at their eftablifhed place, as well as in other 
parts of the ifland, has been accompanied with fuch a 
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bleffing, that the Miffionaries found it needful to make 
two more miffion fettlements, of which one is called 
Grace Hill, and the other Grace Bay (being near the 
fea-fhore). Large congregations of baptifed negroes, 
befide other catechumens, are, on each of thefe places, 
under the nurfing care of their Miffionaries, and they 
continue increafing. cabs 

From hence’ we direct our eyes to the Danifh Weft- 
India iflands,- St. Thomas, St. Croix, and St. Jan (or 
John). “The miffion on St. Thomas is the firft and 
oldeft of thofe the Brethren have, being begun in 1732. 
The place where they eftablifhed their firft. Miffiona- 
ries‘is named alfo New-Herrnhut. On another part of 
the ifland, a fecond Miffionary eftablifhment has been 
made fince, and ts called Niefky. Confiderable congre- 
gations of negroes attend at both places, where many 
hundreds affemble at the {tated times for divine fervice. 
Not far from this ifland lies St. Croix, where are alfo 
two Miffionary fettlements, namely, at Friedenfberg, 
near Chriftianftadt, and Friedenfthal, near the weft end. 
The Miffionaries at each of thefe places, have likewife 
very numerous congregations of blacks from the.differ- 
ent plantations around them, among whom they labour 
with fuccefs. tae 

The ifland of St. Johnis alfo not far from the two for- 
mer, on which are Miffionaries at Bethany and Emaus, 
miniftering unto congregations, comparatively fpeaking, 
not fo numerous as on the two iflands juft mentioned. 
Yet the work of our Lord is carried on with a bleffing 
even here, and the number of converts increafes. 

We now come to Jamaica, and find in Elizabeth 
parifh, two Miffionary fettlements; in Weftmoreland 


parifh, at Mefopotamia, alfo refidesa Miffionary. The 


progrefs in this miffion has been but flow; the feed of 
the word of atonement is however ftrewed abroad, and 
the Miffionaries have the comfort to fee, that it. begins 
hereand there to grow, and bring forth fome fruit. 
Leaving this ifland, we pafs over to the continent of 
North-America. (To be continued.) 
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Further Intelligence of the Miffonaries who sgh from 
Otaheite. 


Sidney (New-South-Wales), Sept. 1, 1798. 


Fathérs, Brethren, and Fellow-labourers in the 
 Gofpel of our Lord Fefus Chrift; 


T hath pleafed Almighty God, who worketh all 
things after the counfel of his own will, and direéts, 
with confummate wif{dom, the affairs of the univerfe, to 
remove us, the under-written, with nine other Miffion- 
aries (as will appear by our public letter, to which we 
refer you for particulars), from the ifland of Otaheite te 
this colony. This difpenfation of Divine Providence 
would prove very afflictive to us, were we not fupported 
under it by the fteadfaft perfuafion, that all events are 
ordered and directed by Him ‘* who fiath determined 
the timesbefore appointed, and the bounds of our habi- 
tation ;” that we and all our interefts are continually in 
his hands; that all things fhall infallibly work together 
for ouwg good, and the furtherance of his caufe and in- 
tereft;in the world: this perfuafion quiets our minds, 
relieves our anxiety, and difpofes us to wait patiently 
the iffue of Providence with regard to our future ope- 
rations. In the mean time permit us to obferve, that 
this event has not fruftrated the obje&t of your mif- 
fion to Otaheite (as feven of our brethren {till remain 
there), but opened a door for more extenfive ufefulnefs 
amoneft our countrymen in this colony, whofe séceffties 
plead, and whofe c/atms for a participation in your 
“< works of faith and labours of love” are fronger than 
thofe of any other nation. We cannot, as yet, prefent 
you with an account of the fuccefs of our labours fince 
our arrival here, but we can give you a detail of circum- 
ftances, which, we think, you will confider a ground; if 
not to: believe, at leaft to Aope, that we have not been 
brought here in-vain, or fornought. Waving the reci- 
tal of circumftances which paved the way for our entrance 
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into this colony (as you have a minute detail in our 
public letter), we proceed to mention thofe to which we 
allude. On our arrival here we were informed, that the 
Rev. Mr. Johnfon had been for fome time indifpofed, 

and not able to perform the duties of his minifterial func- 
tion, and that there was but one other minifter (a Mr. 
Marfden, then refiding at Paramatta) to attend all the 
fettlements in the colony; we were much affected at this 
information ; confidering it providential that» we were 
- brought here; feeing that there was much need for us 
in the place. We conceived it our duty to inform Mr. 
Johnfon of our arrival, and make a tender of our fer- 
vices in any part of the colony he thought we might be 
wafeful, which we did the next morning ‘by letter; to 
which we foon received a very friendly an{wer, informing 
us that he would willingly do all in his power to encou- 
rage fuch perfons as us, in a colony where fin and ini- 
guity did fo much abound, and requefted us to vifit him 


as foon as~convenient. This we accordingly did,- and. 


were very kindly received by him and Mrs. Johnfon, 
who gave ws and our wives an invitation to their houfe 
and table, till fuch time as a {uitable accommodation 
could be provided for us. The Rev. Mr. Marfden alfo 
treated us with the like hofpitality, and difcovered a 
readinefs to ferve us. The Governor likewife treated us 
with much refpect, and gave us an invitation to dine 
with him, which invitation we accepted, and took this 
opportunity to inform him, that we would willingly of- 
ficiate in the miniftry of the word in any part of the co- 
lony. - He told us he would confult Mr. Johnfon and 
Mr. Marfden on the fubje&t; but on confideration they 
thought it would not be prudent, from the delicacy of 
their fituation, to admit us into the church, left they 
fhould give offence; but both they and the Governor 
told us, “that we were at liberty to open a place of wor- 
{hip in any part of the colony. Moreover, the Gover- 
nor made a proffer of a large room intended for a {chool, 
which he faid we might fit up for a chapel ; this appeared 


to us the moft proper {phere to move in, efpecially as Mr. 
Vout. I. No.4. K 
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-Johnion purpofed to return to Europe by the next fhip, 
and the town of Sidney left deftitute of the means of grace 
-every other Sabbath; but our finances being low, we 
were at a lofs how to fit wp a decent place of worthip. 
The arrival ot the Cornwall, Captain Bligh, brought us 
letters, by:which we were informed of your progrefs in 
the miffionary bufinefs, and that you gathered ftrength 
as you advanced. This information gladdened our 
hearts, and we felt a reviving glow. The Captain ad- 
vanced us property to the amount of 5ol. for the purpofe 
of fitting up a chapel, for which we gave him a draft on 
Jofeph Hardcaftle, Efq. Soon after Captain Bligh’s de- 
parture, the diforder with which Mr. Johnfon had been 
long afflicted, took a favourable turn, and his health be- 
gan to be re-eftablifhed, which induced him to. relin- 
quifh his intention of going to Europe ; this rendered an 
additional place of, worfhip in Sydney not altogether fo 
neceflary, and we began to look about*for a place which 
ftood more in need of ourlabours. The fettlement on 
the northern boundary and Toon Gabby, being detti- 
tute of the means of grace, appeared to usa favourable 
opening. We have accordingly commenced our labours 
tm the former, in three different places. Others have of- 
fered their houfes to preach in; and we have the fatis- 
faction to find a readinefs in the people to hear the word 
of life. We have-likewife opened an evening le€ture at 
Paramatta, in which place our hearers are defirous of 
having a chapel erected, as our prefent place of worfhip 
will not contain them; but we think it prudent to. wait 
a little before we expend the property received of Capt. 
Bligh for that purpofe; and if it fhould ‘appear an un- 
neceflary expenfe, we thall hold the amount at your dif- 
pofal, as. it is not our intention to burden the Society 

with any additional charges on our account, or for our 
own perfonal fupport, as we hope to be able to maintain 

ourfelves, though it will be with fome dificu/ty and great 

application. Our labours in the miniftry will require 

great bodily exertion, by reafon of the diftance we have 

to go to meet the people; but we fhall think our- 
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felves amply compenfated for all our toils, fhould our 


efforts be crowned with fuccefs. . It muft alfo rejoice 


your hearts to find; that though we are removed from 
the place of our original deftination, it hath been fo 
oever-ruled by the All-wife Difpofer of events; as to ter~ 
minate in the furtherance of your laudable and pious de- 
fign in.extending the knowledge of divine truth, and in 
all probability, lay a foundation for the f{pread of the 
gofpel among the numerous tribes that inhabit this vaft 
ifland, and who at prefent are /unk a/moff into a level 
with the drute creation. But if you fhould be able to ef- 
feét your intended miffion to the Hindoos, and think 


our fervices there will be more fubfervient in promoting | 


the defign of the Society than in this colony, we hold 
ourfelves in readinefs to follow the leadings of Provi- 
dence in this refpect, as we truft we have done in the 
late difpenfation towards us. Waiting:your commands, 
we have: the honour to fubfcribe ourfeives, 
Your unworthy Brethren, Pellow-labourers, 
and fervants in the Lord, 
JAMES FLEET COVER, 
WILLIAM HENRY. 





aS 


lutelligence from Otaheite; 


FVHE — will learn with pleafure; that intelh- 
gence is arrived, that the Miffionaries who re- 
mained at Otaheite, after fome had departed to Port- 
Jackfon, were {afe' and well in September, 1798, fix 
months. after their brethren had left them. .The fhip 
Sally, Captain Clark, who laft weekvatrived in the river, 
met Captain Bligh, of the Cornwall, and Captain Moore, 
of the , at the Gallipagos* on the whale-fifhery. 
They informed Captain Clark, that they had called at 
Otaheite, and that on entering the bay, the inhabitants 





* The Gaillifagos area number of uninhabited islands in the Paci- 
fic Ocean, among which are caught the Spermaceti Whale. They 
jie under the equator, the centre island nearly in long. go deg. west, 
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fled to the mountains,: fearing they fhould be punithed 
for their behaviour to the Miffionaries who had hated 
but that the Miffionaries who remained, and who came 
on board the fhips, perfuaded them to.come down, af- 
{uring them that they fhould receive no harm, which, af- 
ter a day or two, they did. The Miffionaries continue 
in their ftation, but wifh to hear from England.. We 
hope they will foon be gratified in this defire, as the 
Royal Admiral, going to Port-Jackfon with convicts, is, 
we hear, to carry out a body, not exceeding thirty. Mit- 
fionaries, to Tongataboo and Otaheite, to ftrengthen the 
miffion in thofe iflands, and prepare to vifit the Sand- 
wich Hlands, and the Marquefas. 

[it appears from the Miflionary Magazine, publifhed 
March 8, 1800, that the Royal Admiral was then un- 
der failing orders at Deptford, and would, on the firft fa- 
yourable wind, proceed to Port{mouth, to take on board 
the Miffionaries intended for the South-Seas, and the 
remaining part of the convicts for Botany-Bay.] 





— 


A concife View of the prefent State of the Evangelical Re- 
ligion throughout the World. ~~ 


[From Dr. Hawets’s Hiftory of the Church of Chrift, 
juft publifhed, in 3 vols. 8vo. ] 


beta the convulfions which of late have agitated the na- 
lions, the kingdom of Fefus appears evidently on the in- 
creafe. Many of our readers, we are perfuaded, ceafe 
not to pray, that the glorious gofpel may be univerfally 
diffufed. .nformation as to the general ftate of religion, 
appears extremely -necefjary in affifling fuch to pray with 
underfianding. Lhe following curforary review, we 

3 hope, will, in fome meafure, ferve this purpofe.] 


RUSSIA. 


E have confidered the ftate of this vaft empire, 
hardly yet emerging from barbarifm in many of 





the provinces, and little advanced in evangelical know- 
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ledge or practice; yet may it juftly be regarded:as a fa- 
vourable circumftance, that a growing intercourfe, form- 
ed with the more polifhed nations of Europe, naturally 
leads to a higher ftate of civilization, and to a happier 


cultivation of literature. And asthe moft intimate con- 


nections of Ruffia are with thofe Proteftant nations in 
which the power of godlinefs moft prevails, it cannot but 
afford many and great opportunities for the admiffion of 
real truth and godlinefs among them; efpecially as the 
policy of the government holds out encouragement to 
the fettlement of foreigners, and indulges all Proteftants 
with free toleration. This has already produced fome 
happy effects in the little colony of Germans on the 
Wolga; the faithful who have arifen in Lithuania 5 and 
probably a few at leaft difperfed through the empire, 
who, having the book of truth, and liberty to confulr its 
contents, are more than nominal believers. It is-a great 
advantage, that Chriftianity 1s the general: profeffion, 
that the orthodox creeds are profefledly the national be- 
lief, and however low the prefent {tate of {piritual reli- 
gion may be among them, fome {parks have appeared, 
and a door of hope ts open for the admiffion of farther 
light and truth, whenever it fhall pleafe the Lord to arife, 
and have mercy on that part of his Zion. 


SWEDEN. 


LuTHERAN, in profeffion, enjoying the free ufe of the 
word of God, holding the Aufberg Confeffion; and filled 
with minifters of the Chriftian fanctuary, affords fymp- 
toms of real religion, and profpeéts of greater revival. 
The correfpondences between us and them, of late 
breathe a cordial good-will to the caufe of God and truth, 


afford information of new efforts, making to fpread the _ 


Knowledge of evangelical doctrines among the poor of 
the flock; and in the very lamentations they contain of 
the {pread of infidel principles, and the too great indif- 
ference to all {piritual region, it is manifeft there isa 
body yet remaining, who figh for all the abominations 


that are committed to the ‘difhonour of the Chriftian. 
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name, and whofe voice is yet heard, preaching and: teach- 
ing Jefus: Chrift, however unfafhionable fuch fervour. 
may appear, and fuch truth be regarded. If active zeal, 
and the ‘power of godlinefs be at a low ebb, there is till 
vitality in the body, and only waits the coming of the 
Spirit of the Lord, on the appointed Samfons,. who halt 
caft down the temples of Dagon. 


DENMARK axp NORWAY 


Are ina ftate fimilar to their neighbours; of the: 
fame religious: profeffion, fharing, I fear, equally in their 
declenfions and infidelity, but retaining in their eftablith- 
ed church thetrue principles, and not define of faithful: 
witneffes, who preach and‘teach Jefus Chtifty know thé 
power of his refurrection, and feek to make him known 
to others. Their miffions:to Greenland, and the~coaft 
af: Malaoar, fpeak an attention to the Chriftian déc- 
trine: and whatever caufe for complaint there may be 
of want of zeal and enlargement in thefe objeéts, yet, fo 
far as they have gone, there is a bleffing, and nothing: 
hinders, whenever the ‘Lord: fhall awaken: their minifters 
to more vigorous exertions, but that they may-enter in 
both the Indies, and lift up the banner of the crofs, 


GERMANY, 


This vaft country, divided into different principali- 
tres, the cradle of Reformation, in fo many places. af- 
fording ftrong fymptoms of awakened: zeal’ for the caufe’ 
of Chrift; and from whence the good Moravians have: 
cone forth to fpread eminently the Gofpel among’ the 
heathen, may be juftly expected ‘to have their youth re- 
newed as the eagle’s. In the north, chiefly: Proteftant, 
much ‘true religion is yet’ to be found. The annual: - 
meeting of many zealous Lutheran minifters in Lufatia, 
proves, that a living body of faithful witneffes {till fub- 
fifts.. From Berlin, Lufatia, Saxony, &c. correfpon- 
dences: of the moft pleafing nature affure, that there 1s 
ageneration to the praife of the glory of God’s grace. 


hfforts are made to fend forth men of faith and truth, to’ 
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addrefs the poor, and fpread religious tracts, and the la- 
bours are bleffed. It muft be acknowledged, that at 
Berlin, and all:the courts of Germany, the fafhionable 
philofophy has made a rapid progrefs, and thofe who had 
confefledly no part of the kingdom of God im their hearts, 
were ready to take refuge in infidelity, and to treat the 


._ religion of Jefus with contempt; but it hath furvived 


““\their Pagan predeceffors, and it will live and flourifh, 
when all its revilers fhall fade as the leaf. Many conti- 
nue to lfft up a ftandard againft the overflowings of un- 


godlinefs, ~ Of late, a fpirit of zeal and life feems awa- 


kened in diyers places, and it 1s hoped the number of 
‘faithful witneffes increafes. The door is open, and how- 
ever theremay be many adveriaries, they have apparently 
much, lef difficulties to encounter than Luther, Ca- 
-Joftadt, and others, met and overcame. We have af- 
fured evidence, that many faithful labourers there, cul- 
tivate the Lord’s vineyard. ‘The cordial approbation 
expreffed, and the affectionate regard teftified towards 
thofe in England, who have lately turned their attention 
to the poor heathen, demonftrate that the love of the 
truth ftill lies deep at their hearts. May their own la- 
bours tend more abundantly to diffufe it on every fide! 


POLAND, 


Now no more a feparate kingdom, has certainly, by 
its partition, loft nothing on the fide of evangelical reli- 
gion, and at leaft gained greater facilities tor its ad- 
miffion, whenever the Lord fhall pour out his fpirit, raife 
up inftruments, and fend them forth to labour in that 
barren land. Thofe under Ruffian and Pruffian domi- 
nion, will probably meet no obftacle from governinent 
in the introduction of the true gofpel. If good fubjects, 
it will be permitted to them to choofe their own reli- 
gious. profeffion. That fpiritual matters are at a very 
low ebb, is much to be feared, where Romanifm has fa 
long predominated, and Socinian Chriftianity held fora 
while its ftrong holds; but the darkeft moment precedes 
the dawn. ‘ Arife, Lord, and plead thine own caufe |” 
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UNITED PROVINCES. 


Of ail the nations of the continent of the reformed 
religion, in thefe provinces its moft living power feems 
to have been preferved. We have their hnftory, and in 
this moment of political crifis, have the pleafing evidence, 
that whatever their future deftination may be, under 
whatever government fubfifting, the fpint of life and 
truth fill burns among them ‘with an unextinguifhed 
ardour. . Greatly as they may have fuffered by preced- 
ing declenfions, or more lately from French fraternity, 
we know there is a precious feed preferved in the midft 
of them, both minifters and people, whoare counted to 
the Lord for a generation. The convulfions they have 
undergone, and the fufferings they have endured, have 
purified many in the fires. They have felt the Lord’s 
controverfy with them, and have awaked from the torper 
of indifference. A fpirit of zeal and aétivity is excited. 
At Rotterdam many have united for the purpofe of ex- 
tending the gofpel among the heathen. In Friefland, a 
confiderable number of minifters have affociated for the 
fame blefled end. Some happy fymptoms of a deeper 
concern about eternal things have appeared in different 
places, and thefe awakenings {peak prefent mercy, and 
augur future blefflings. A preparation is begun, when- 
ever happy days of peace fhall return, for arifing to the 
help of the Lord; and, with their renovated commerce, 
none are likely to poffefs greater opportunities of {pread- 
ing the gofpel among the heathen, than our Batavian 
brethren. (Lo be.continued. ) 






























Loudon, March, 1800. 
a In confequence of a very prefling application from 
a Quebec and Montreal, Mr. John Mitchell, from Hux- 

eT ton Academy, and Mr. Clarke Benton, one of the Mil- 

dionartes who returned in the Duff, are fent by the Lon- 
don Society as Miffionaries to thefe places. They tailed 
from Liverpool by the fhip Ephron, Captain Lipton 

(who is a ferious man), for Canada. 
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ESSAYS ON THE SABBATH. 


ESSAY II. 
On the Santtification of the Sabbath. 


O judicious man can fuppofe that his moft careful 
obfervance of the Sabbath makes it holy. Its fa- 
crednefs arifes from that which a/one can render any day 
facred—divine inftitution. Our fanétifying it confifts 
in devoting it, with fidelity, to the ufes which that in-+ 
ftitution contemplates. 
Sanétification of the Sabbath is commonly and pro- 
yerly reduced to thefe two points 
from finful courfes, but alfo from all thofe worldly pur- 
fuits which on other days are lawful—and {pending the 
whole time in the public and private exercifes of God's 
worfhip. 
First, Weare to abftain from our ordinary worldly purfuts. 
When the day of reft comes, a ceffation of earthly 
cares and employments is always to accorhpany it. All 
kinds of mechanic and manual labour—trafhc, and 
the appendages of traffic in every fhape—cuftomary vi- 
fiting —feafting—amufement—needlefs confumption of 
time in drefs, or in the preparation of food—carnal con- 
verfation—z. e. converfation about politics, trade, or the 
other concerns of ordinary life —worldly-mindednefs, or 
allowing: ourfelves to.projeét plans of bufinefs for the 
Vou. I. No. 5. A 
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week, and to ruminate upon things which we may not 
practife. Thefe, and whatever éife alienates the Sab- 
bath, or any part thereof, from holy ufes, are all forbid- 
den by the law of God. 

The fcripture is explicit. Six days fhalt shou labour and 
do ALL thy work, but the feventh is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God, in it thon jaar not do ANY work.* The 
man is blefled that keepeth the Sabbath fr on polluting it.4- 
Thou mutt turn thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing 
THY PLEASURE oi God’s holy day, and call the Sabbat: 
a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable 2; and honour 
him, NOT DOING THINE OWN WAYS, #07 finding thine 
own pleafure, NOR SPEAKING THINE OWN WORDs.{ 

But the law of the Sabbath is not merely negative. 
It points out not only what 1s to be avoided, but what 
is to be done. Ceffation of other cares and toils is no 
farther important than as it muinifters opportunity for 
fpiritual exercifes. Therefore, 

SECONDLY, Lhe whole day is to be fpent in ‘the private 
and hes worfhtp of God 

Private worship. Not that this may lawfully be 
conan’ on other days: Which demands particulas no- 
tice; becaufe there are many who profeis religion, and j yet 
fatisfy their coniciences with re ading to their families a 
chapter in the Bible, or praying with them, on the 
morning and evening, or perhaps at only one of thefe 
feafons, of the Lord’s day. But let no man deceive 
himfelf with vain words. If the worfhip of God is a 
ftranger to his clofet and family during the reft of the 
week, its partial performance on the Sabbath mutt be 
attributed to other caufes than. to influence from the 
Spirit of grace aud of fupplications. Y lus heart, his 
habits, and his houfe, are predominantly heathen, on 
what ground does he perfuade himfelf, or hope to per- 
fuade others, that he is a fellow-citizen with the faints, 
and of the houfehold of God ? 

But while the employments of no day are to be un- 
fanciified by the word of God and by prayer, devotion 


* Exod. xx.9, 10. ‘f Isa. lvi.2. } Isa. lvint. 13. 
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is the dufine/s of the Sabbath. Reading the fcriptures, 


and fuch works of godly men as breathe their {pirit, 
and unfold their myfteries—meditation on the perfon 
and work, on the covenant and grace, of the? Lord 
Jefus; on his crofs, his promifes, his glory; on the 
temper, ahd privileges, and hope of his people; and 
thofe kindred fubjeéts with which his word abounds— 
felf-(crutiny, in reviewing our character and carriage, 
placing them before the bar of the /aw and the tefimony, 
that we afcertain whether we poffefs that hope which 
maketh not ofamed—the cultivation of faith and love, 
of humility and f{piritual-mindednefs, and every preci- 
ous grace—mortification of fin by the body of Chrif— 
aiming to attain as well to the power of his refurreéction, 
as to the fellowfhip of his fuffering—fervent prayer for 
ourfelves, our families, our kindred, our friends, our 
country, the church of God, which he hath purchafed 
with his own blood ; ;—all thefe furnith rich materials for 
fanctifying the Sabbath in fecret. 

Tn the family, befide thofe exercifes which obtain the 

appropriate title of family-worftip, {erious converfation 
on the things of God, efpecially thofe which bis minif- 
ters have juft been delivering in his houfe and in his 
name; inftruction of children and fervants in his truths; 
examining them on their attention toa pr eached gofpel ; 

dealing tenderly and faithfully with their coniciences 
about their eternal falvation; are duties not more tm- 
portant in themlelves, than congenial to the-nature, and 

implied in the law, of the Sabbath. 

Sangtified in this manner at home, the day of reft be- 
comes a ttrony and delightful bond of the communion 
of faints. This is the church in the houfe. Here 1s 
experienced the promife of Jefus, were tzwo or three are 
ratheial together ii my name, there am Lin the midfi of 
them.* Here is prete ‘ved, a feed that fhall ferve him, 
and be accounted to the Lord for a generation. From 
thefe gracious families, on which the fpirit of the Sab- 
bath de ice ios, iffue, in the ordinary courfe of his pro- 


* Mat. xviii. 20. + Psa. xxll. 30. 
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vidence, the ornaments of his church, and the heirs of 
hiskingdom. The feed of his fervants Mall inherit Zion, 
and they that love his name fhall dwell therein.* 

This is a view of the domeftic obfervance of the Lord’s 
day, very different from the opinion and practice of moft 
who profefs Chriftianity. By fome it will be called pre- 
cife, puritanical, an affectation of being rightcous over 
much. I have even heard a preacher of high ftation and 
talents, in a fermon on this tubjeét, advife parents to al- 
Jure their children to an anxiety for the return of the 
Sabbath, by particular indulgences, dy prefents, &c. but 
not one fyllabl le about endeavouring to touch their minds 
with the facrednefs of the day, or with the grace and 
love of our Lord Jefus Chrift. And this will undoubt- 
edly be more acceptable to the popular tafte, than an 
injunction to cherifh in themfelves and others, thofe dif- 
pofitions which belong to communion with the God of 
the fpirits of all flefh. But much to be fufpected 1s that 
profeffor, whofe foul is habitually averfe from the fpiri- 
tual occupations of the Sabbath, and who, whether in fe- 
cret or in his family, neither feels their obligation, nor 
enjoys their fweetnefs. And accurfed be that doétrine 
which pretends to recommend it, by means which are 
at variance with its defign and its holinefs | 


( Io be continued.) 
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LETTER II. 
My FRriEnp, 


HE company in which you were lately, where pro- 
feffion of unbelief made the principal part of the 
entertainment, appears fo mournful to me that I felt 
preat compafiion for you. Jthink that nothing 1s more 


* Psa. Ixix. 36. 
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unreafonable, than purpofely to bring into converfation 
things which one does not believe. This is fo difagree- 
able a way of entertaining company, that I think that all 
thofe thould be entirely excluded from friendly converfa- 
tion, who talk only of thofe things which they do not 
believe. But, dear friend, why fhould you be furprifed at 
the prevalence of unbelief, as you mention that even the 
common people begin to takea pleafure in not believing? 
From this, methinks, you ought to conclude, that un- 
belief is not a difficult affair; nay, it is fo eafy and fo 
convenient a thing, that when, by accident, it comes to 
be reckoned honourable, it would be a monde if fhoc- 
makers and tailors fhould be content to believe. ‘Tell 
your tailor that the earth moves daily round the fun, his 
aniwer will naturally be, one cannot believe that. 

But let us talk more ferioufly, Tell me, my dear 
friend, if it isfurprifing that fcoffers fhould not believe, 
when there are fo many that profefs chriftianity who 
likewife do not believe. Where ts there a Chriftian who 
does not acknowledge that God 1s juft and omnifcient ; 

that “+. punifhes wickednefs, and obferves every wickec 
man? But mark how thefe people a&t, whoacknowledge 
allthis. How dothey act? the moft of them entire ly in 
the fame manner as if they did not believe it. That 
man who hes there, broken on the wheel, was no {cof- 
fer, but a profefted Chriftian; the other that hangs on 
the gallows yonder, was not a fcoffer, but a protefied 
Chriftian. I'know you will fay, Would aman, whois 
not mad, be tempted to fteal a purfe of ducats in the 
chamber and pretence of his fovereign? Or, if he did, 
could he be faid to believe that his fovereiga faw it? 
True: fuch a thief muft either be mad, or not believe 


that his fovereign fees him. Make the application of 


this to our profeffed Chriftians. 

The faireft fide of Chriftianity is that by which one 
looks forward to the world to come. And how {trong a 
paffion of the foul is hope? Its influence is too ftrong 
not to be difcerned in the actions of a man that has tt. 
One can eafily difcover by the conduct of a young man, 
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who is on his return to his native country, that he is on 
a journey, and anxious to be elfewhere; he cares not for 
difficulty; he fuffers without complaining, and he avoids 
nothing more than whatever might bereave him of the 
object of his hope. He meets with numerous tempta- 
tions on his way; but as they tend to deprive him of the 
object of his hope, this is enough to make him magna- 
nimoufly defpife all their attractions. You will fay, If 
the Chriftian * believes that hope which he profeffes, 
would he not behave quite opherwifé than the moft part 
of Chriftians behave? How does he behave? entirely in 
the fame manner as if he had nothing either to lofe or to 
gain ina future world. 

My friend, if the Deift aCtually gave that obedience 
and fervice to the Supreme Being which natura! reli- 
gion preicribes, the faith of unbelievers would put Chirif- 
tians to fhame. But we find ag little of this among 
them as among Chriftians. You know, for inftance, that 
Voltaire is a Deitt ; but you will find: in general, that 
natural religion has as little influence on thefe gentiemen, 
as their idols had on the heathens, They adore it, but 
they do not obey it. 

In the beginning of Chiiftianity, Chriftians only {pake 
by their actions, and the number of Chriftians increafed 
daily. At prefent, Chriftians fpeak by words, and the 
nuinber of Chriftians is daily diminifhed. <A reforma- 
tion muft always find the greateft oppofition at its be- 
ginning; and when I cont Gider the innumerable defences 
of Chnitiamity that are ftill publifhed, now, when tt 1s 
1768 years old, and confider how many defences muft 
have been written then, when it was but beginning to 
be eftabiifhed, [have very little reliance on our nume- 
rous defences | of Chirittianity. Flow little did Jefus 


a | 7” 1 


{peak ? but how much did he not do? How little did 


the apofties fpeak? but they did ic much the more. | 


* The reader will carefully observe, that the author uses the term 
ciristi in the popular sense of European countries, to signify one 
who professes Christianity ih general, not one who is a Christian in 
the sense of the Bible. E. 
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am of opinion, that f religion had depended on difputa- 
tion, Jefus would have chofen quite other forts of peo- 
ple than Paul and John. But as it depended on their 
lives and actions, Chriftianity gained ground amidft the 
moft powerful contradi@tion. If you read the hiftor 
of the church, you will find that in proportion as Chrif- 
tians neglected their morals, defences of Chriftianity 
were multip! ied, for one is obliged to defend himfelf 
when he is ouilty of fome neglect.* 

With regard to the many Rikasiins of Chriftianity that 
have appeared during thefe laft thirty years, one may, 
without much danger of miftaking, pronounce almoft 
the fame judgment, as of the greater part of poems, 
They are bad.’ The meaneft clergyman is tempted to 
defend Chriftianity, fo that as Juvenal fays, that in his 
time it was difficult for a man not to write fatire, we may 
fay, that it is difficult not to write a defence of Chriftia- 
nity ; as in this {phere the author always rifks leaft. For, 
as the caufe is a good one, he cannot be an unjuft ad- 
vocate, though he may be a very unfit one. But is it 
not always a lofs to a good caufe, when it falls into un- 
fkilful hands? 

It is time now that Chriftians were giving over writing 
defences of their religion. It is time that they fhould 
begin again to ipeak by their hves. iow much do I 


* In expressing this sentiment, the author has not distinguished 
between two things which are certainly very different, viz. a defence 
of Christianity, and a defence of those who profess it. Christianity can- 
not be accountable for disregard to her instructions and laws, for this 
would make her accountable for infidelity. And the depraved heart 
is so essentially enmity against God, that, without the power of his 
grace, it will never be reconciled to his gospel, let believers live ever 
so holily. The life of the Lord Jesus himself, who did no sin, did not 
convert the infidels of his day, though the word of his grace converted 
many of them, At the same time, the inconsistent conduét of pro- 
fessing Christians lays a stumbling block before enemics, and causes 
them to blaspheme: while their walking wor tty of the Lord unto all 
well-hleasing cannot but 1 impress the minds of them that are without, 
and be a blessed means of inspiring them with serious thoughtfulness. 
It is in this sense, therefore, and with this qualification, that the au- 
thor’s reasoning is to be understood. £. 
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honour thofe worthy teachers among Chriftians, who; 
unknown to the world, are fatishied with being Nilien to 
their flocks, who place their greateft honour in this, that 
they themfelves fear God, and have made their brethren 
equally happy, and who find their entire fatisfaction in 
the teflimony of their confciences, and the approbation 
of God? I have the happinefs of knowing one fuch 
worthy pi ings Do not imagine that this is a a fiction. 
He is ftill alive, though at leaft fixty years old. NHeisa 
country minifter, but a good Chriftian, and a very learn- 
ed man; A hundred of his brethren, who are authors, 
do not know fo much as he knows; yet, for ought I 
know, he has not pe any thing. When I think 
of him, I remember the ftory of Cato, who, when he 
was afked, why he had no ati ie erefleg to ian. while 
fo many others had, gave for anfwer, that he would ra- 
ther that it fhould be afked why he had no ftatue, than 
why he had one. He hasan intomparable acquaintance 
with literary hiftory, and poffedes an excellent library. 
I once propofed to him that he fhould publifh an ac- 
count of hts books and their contents, and Iam fure that 
the public would have thanked me for it; but I only re- 
ceived this for anfwer, ‘*I have too much to do. I 
cannot write.” This anfwer furprifed me much at the 
time, but asI afterwards faw all that he did, to fatasfy 
his own con{cience in his office, and not merely to at- 
tract the notice of the public, I underftood very well, 
that he had too much to do to have time for writing. 
Dear friend, be not afraid. If believers would ane 
believingly, and if {coffers faw Chriftians living, fuffer- 
wg, and dying bettcr than themfelves, they would be no 
longer foo!s nor tcoffers. And if Chriftians were once 
as happy as they might be, they would have no need to 
recommend their happinefs to others. Thofe who faw 
them happy, would envy them, and become Chriftians. 
¥ conclude this letter with the divine words of our Re- 
deemer, “ Let your light fo fhine before men, that they 
““ may fee your good works, and glorify your Father 
*“ which is in Heaven.” Farewell. 
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The Importance of a lively Faith, particularly with Re- 
Jpett to Mifionary Undertakings. 


[From the Evangelical Magazine, for Fed. 1799.| 


Mr. Eprror, 

HAVE been a good deal impreffed of late with a 

perfuafion, that, in our Miffionary undertakings, both 
at home and abroad, we fhall not be remarkably fuc- 
cefsful, unlefs weenter deeply into the fpirit of the pri- 
mitive Chriftians, particularly with refpect to faith in 
the divine promifes. I am apprehenfive that we are all 
deficient in this grace; and therefore fuppofe a few hints 
on the fubjeét: may not be unfeafonable. 

When Ifrael went out of Egypt, they greatly rejoiced 
on the fhores of the Red Sea; but the greater part of 
them entered not into the promifed land, and that on 
account of their unbelief. The refemblance between 
their cafe and ours, has {truck my mind with confider- 
able force: The grand objec? of their undertaking was 
to root out idolatry, and to eftablifh the knowledge and 
worfhip of the one living and true God; and tfuch is 
ours. The authority on which they acted was the fove- 
reign command of Heaven; and ours is the fame—Go, 
preach the gofpel to every creature. ‘Lhe ground on which 
they were to reft their hope of fuccefs, was the divine 
promife. It was by relying on this alone, that they 
were enabled to furmount difficulties, and to encounter 
their gigantic enemies. Thole amongft them who be- 
lieved, like Jofhua and Caleb, felt themfelves well able 
togo up; but they that diftrufted the promife, turned 
their backs in the hour of danger. Such alfo is the 
ground of our hope. He who hath commiffioned us to 
teach all nations, hath added, Lo, Lam with you always, 
even to the end of the world. ‘The heathen nations are 
given to our Redeemer for an inheritance, as much as 
Canaan was given to the feed of Abraham; and it is our 
bufinets, as it was theirs, to go up and poflets the land. 


We fhould lay our account with difficulties as well as 
Vou. I. No. 5. B 
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they; but according to our faith in the divine promifes,: 
we may expect thete mountains to become a plain. [If 
the Lord delight in us, -he will bring us into the land: 
but if, like the unbelieving Ifraelites, we make light of 
the promifed good, or magnify the difficulties in the 
way of obtaining it, and fo relax our efforts, we may 
expect to die, as it were, in the wildernefs. 

It is true, there are fome differences between their 
cafe and ours; but they are wholly in our favour. We 
are not, like ‘them, going to poflefs countries for our- 
felves, but for Chnift. They went armed with the tem- 
poral {word ; we with the fword of the Spirit: They 
were commuffioned in juftice to deftroy men’s lrves; we 
in mercy to fave their fouls: They fought not them, 
but theirs; we feek not theirs, but thea Now, by how 

uch our caufe exceeds theirs in the magnitude and be- 
neficence of its object, by fo much the more fhall we 
incur the frowns of heaven, if we fail of accomplifhing 
it through unbelief. 

On a certain occafi ion, the difciples fad unto the Lord, 
increafe our faith. It 1s worth while to acrey) what 
that occafion was. Read the pafflage (Luke xvi. 3—6.) 
There was a hard duty enjoined, to forgive si eleit 
injuries, even though committed feven times in a day. 
The apoftles, very properly, turn the injunction into a 
petition, praying for great grace to enable them to dif- 
charge fo difficult a duty: “ they faid unto the Lord, 
increafe our faith!” But why afk for an increafe of 
faith? Poffibly we might have faid, Lord, increafe our 
love, our felf-denial, or our patience. Afking for an 
mereafe of faith, was afking for an increafe of every other 
grace; this being a kind of firft wheel that fets the reft 
in motion. Our Lord’s anfwer intimates that they had 
hit upon a right petition: for faith, even in a {mall de- 
grec, will enable us to furmount great difficulties; dif- 
ficulties, the furmounting of which, 1s as the removal of 
mountains. The paflage taken in its connection, teaches 
us the efficacy of faith in difcharging duties, and furmount- 
ing difficulties. = 
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Where there is no faith in the truths and promifes of 
the gofpel, there is no heart for duty: and where it ts 
very low and defective in its exercifes, there is but little 
{piritual activity. If a good man be entangled in fcep- 
tical doubts refpeéting the truth of the gofpel, or any of 
its leading doctrines, he will, during that time, be not 
only unhappy in his own mind, but of little ufe to.others. 
He admits, that God ufed in former ages to hear the 
prayers, and fucceed the labours of his fervants, and that 
there will be times in which great things will again be 
wrought for the church: but of late, and efpecially i In 
the prefent age, he imagines we are not to expect any 
shi remarkable. This 1s no other than a {pice of that 
atheiftical f{pirit, which faid, the Lord hath fo ‘Jaken the 
earth; he regardeth not Man 5 the effect of which is an in- 
difference to every exercife and enterprize of a religious na- 
ture. Faith operates as a {timulus; unbelief asa Y palfy. 

If faith in divine truths and promife be low, though 
we fhould be drawn in with others to engage in religious 
enterprizes, yet we fhall not follow them up with ardent 
prayer, or look for the bleffing of God with that earneft 
expectation which generally precedes the beftowment 
of it. Inftead of forgetting the things which are behind, 
and reaching forth uato thofe things which are before, 
we fhall be in danger of refting fatisfied in prefent at- 
tainments ; and fo of lofing the things which we have 
wrought, for want of following up the work to which 
we have fet our hands. 

All the great things that have been wrought in the 
church of God, have been accomplifhed by this princi- 
ple. It was by faith that the worthies * fabdued king- 
doms, wrought righteoufnefs, obtained promites, {top- 
ped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
e{caped the edge of the {word, out of weaknefs were 
made ftrong, waxed valiant | In fioht, and put to flight the 
armies of the aliens.” {t was by faith that the apoftles 
and primitive Chriftians went forth as fheep among 
wolves, and at the expenfe of all that was dear to them 
on earth, carried the gofpel into all nations. Wherever 
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they went, they were previoufly perfuaded that they 
fhould go in the fulnefs of the bleffing. of the gofpel of 
Chrift: and it was fo. God always caufed them to tri- 
umph in Chnft, and made manifeft the favour of his 
knowledge by them in every place. Could we but im- 
bibe this {pirit, furely we fhould be able, in fome good 
degree, to fay fo too. ‘ Believe in the Lord our God, 
fo fhall ye . eftablifhed ; believe his prophets, fo fhall 
ye profper.”’ 

But why is it that God fhould thus honour the exer- 
cife of faith? Isit not becaufe faith is a grace that pecu- 
harly honours him? We cannot do oreater difhonour to 
a perfon of kind and generous intentions, than by think- 
ing ill of him, and ‘acting towards him on the ground 
of {uch evil thoughts. It was thus, that the flothful 
fervant thought and acted towards his Lord. On the 
other hand, we cannot do greater honour to a character 
of the above deicription, than.by thinking well of him, 
and placing the moft unreferved confidence in all he fays. 
Any man who had ajuft regard to honour, would, in fuch 
a cale, feel a {trong inducement to anfwer the expec- 
tations which were entertained of him. And God him- 
felf hath condefceuded to intimate fomething like the 
fame thing: “ The Lord taketh pleafure in them that 

ear him, in thofe that hope in his mercy.”’ In believ- 
ing his word we think well of him, and he takes plea- 
fure in anfwering fuch expectations; proving thereby 
that we have thought juftly concerning him. It was on 
this principle that our Lord ufually conferred the blef- 
fings of healing in an{wer to the faith of the patient, or 

of thofe that accompanied him—* If thou canft believe, 
al things are poffible to him that believeth.—Accord- 
ing to your faith, be it unto you.” 


GAIUS. 
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A fhort Account of the Life, Experiences, Sc. of the Rev, 
Mr. Francis Sherriff. 





R. FRANCIS SHERRIFF was born in the 

year 1750, of re{pectable parents, in the county 
ot Haddington, in Scotland, At eight years of age he 
was put to Muffelburgh fchool, and at fourteen was 
fent to the Univerfity at Edinburgh, being deftined by 
his parents for the work of the miniftry. 

About this period he got acquainted with fome pious 
young men, from whofe converlation and example he 
reaped much benefit. He affociated with them in a 
meeting for prayer and religious conference, and regu- 
larly attended upon all other means of grace. 

From a letter of his, addreffed to his grandmother in 
1764, it would appear, that he had then a zeal for God, 
and a relifh for divine things. About two years after 
this he began to keep a diary, in which there appears 
much fervour of {pirit, and fimplicity of heart. Upon 
the day on which he entered the Divinity-hall, he writes 
as follows :— 

‘© This day I entered the Divinity-hall. O what fe- 
rious contfiderations ought this to imprefs upon my mind, 
and with how-much affiduity and care ought I now to be 
living, as I have inlifted mytfelf to be one of God’s paftors 
to feed his flock. God forbid that I enrol my name upon 
any other end or footing, but to the glory of God, and 
the good of his people’s fouls. I now vow before God, 
that, by his affiftance, I fhall devote my time and talents 
to his glory; and that, for the future, I will not trifle 
away my time with any one thing that is not profitable 
to myfelf or others. I fhall fpend all of it (through 
grace) in reading the languages, divinity and devotion, 
or fome other thing that may be of advantage to myfelf, 
or for God’s glory.—O Lord, fend a bleffing upon my 
undertakings,” | 

His religious impreffions feem to have continued in 
the year 1967, as appears by another letter of his of that 
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date, in which he points out the true fource of comfort 
under an afflictive difpenfation, and the improvement a 
Chriftian ought to make of the death of friends. But 
foon after this, he got acquainted with fome of his fel- 
low-ftudents of a very different character from his firft 
affociates, who, by degrees, led him into their favourite 
amufements and vices: And though, at firft, his confci- 
ence {mote him feverely for his new courfe of life, info- 
much that he compared what he fometimes felt in his 
mind to a foretafte of hell; yet, by yielding repeatedly 
to temptation, his heart became hardened, and, 1n the 
courfe of a few years, the very traces of his former feri- 
ous impreffions were fo obliterated, that they feldom oc- 
curred to his remembrance; and, when at any time 
they did, he confidered them as the effects of mere de- 
lufion, and congratulated hiimfelf upon having got rid of 
that fit of enthufiafm. In the year 1775, he wrote upon 
the diary, from whence the foregoing extract was taken, 
** This diary does not fay much for my underftanding, 
but it is a memorial of prety. 

During the courfe of nine years he continued an ene- 
my to God, and fought with diligence the friendfhip of 
the world. In the year 1769 he went to London, at the 
defire of Mr. J— H e, who recommended him to 
the Earl of D , as a proper perfon to go abroad 
with his eldeft fon. Mr. Sherriff did not find, upon 
trial, that a fituation of this fort was fuitable to his tem- 
per and dilpofition. He left Lord D "s family, 
and got a clerk’s place in the War-otiice, where he 
continued till January 7, 1771. He then accepted an 
offer made to him of going with a family to Jamaica, 
where he ftaid a year, living all that time in diffipation 
and riot—his amiable natural temper and addrefs gained 
him admittance into the gay company of the place; 
and he might have fettled advantageoufly in the ifland, 
had not an attachment toa young lady in England, and 
a fecret abhorrence at the brutifh and wretchedly wicked 
life of the inhabitants of Jamaica, made him defirous of 
returning to Britain. 
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In April, 1772, he embarked for New-York, where, 
after a very dangerous voyage, he arrived. ‘There he 
met with his coufin, Major S ~, who introduced 
him to the moft confiderabie families of the place. He 
continued fome time there, and at Philadelphia ; and af- 
ter vifiting the Jerfeys, and fome places upon the coaft, he 
returned to England in the fummer of 1772. Upon his 
arrival in London, he immediately fought out Mifs 
***** > who appeared to him ftill the fame amuable 
friend as when they parted. Mutually defirous of en- 
tering into a matrimonial connection, the queftion now 
was, How he fhould get wherewithal to fupport a fa- 
mily? for though fhe had a genteel fortune for a young 
lady, it was not fufficient for both. 





An opportunity now offered for Mr. Sherriff to. go, 


out to Turkey in the mercantile line, ina way by which 
he might probably make a confiderable fortune 1A a very 
fhort time; but neither he nor Mifs ***** could think 
of feparation for years. It was therefore agreed upon, 
that he fhould return to Scotland, purfue his original 
plan of the miniftry, get a living there (which he hoped 
{oon to procure, through the intereft of his friends in the 
church, who favoured patronage), and return to marry 
Mifs *****, who was willing to retire with him to a 
country parifh, ‘rather than delay their marriage till he 
{ould have acquired a fortune abroad.* No time was 
Rat in putting this plan into execution; he returned 
home immediately, paffed trials, and was licented by 
the prefbytery of Haddington, in March, 1773. 

Soon after this, he began to perceive fome alteration 
in the ftyle of the letters he received from Mifs ***** ; 
he could not but fufpeét what he was very unwilling to 
believe. He had now given up every profpect of mak- 
ing a figure in life, and embraced a profeffion little fuited 
to the gaiety of his temper, and the company he had fre» 


* It is to be feared, that Mr. Sherriff is not the only person who 
has entered upon the sacred office of the ministry, animated by no 
higher motive, than the prospect af forming a matrimonial coanexion, 
and procuring a maintenance for a family. 
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quented, merely to accomplifh his union with Mifs 
ERE a few years fooner than he could otherwife have 
i done: How diftreffing then the leaft appearance of a 
a change in her fentiments towards him! He wrote to beg 
if a full explanation, and had the mortification to find, 





4 by her anfwer, that he had a rival in her affections, who 
a was fo much the more formidable, as he poffeffed an in- 
ot | dependent fortune.* Upon this a fovereign contempt 
sal for the character of Mifs ***** fucceeded to that warm 
a affection he had fo long entertained for her: He wrote 
a her a farewell letter, and fought to turn his thoughts 
‘o upon fome other object more worthy of his attention. 
i) a _ Inorder.to diffipate the gloom which this difappoint- 
a ment had occafioned, he went into all forts of company 5 
ie agave way to the natural levity and gaiety of his temper ; 
a went from place to place amufing himfelf with every 
a thing that-eccurred ; fometimes preaching very unpro- 
ap fitable flowery fermons in the neighbouring churches; 
ba fometimes dancing with the young ladies, and oftener 
ig playing at cards, and drinking with the gentlemen and 
WH clergy of his acquaintance, with whom he freely joined 
‘aad in laughing at ferious godlinefs, calling all thofe who 
i profefled it, enthufiafis, richteous over much, weak miffed 
AA, people, 8c. Bec. 
Meg His friends in the church did what they could to get 
ie | him aliving;t but failing in this, he, by the advice ef 
ics the Rev. Dr. R ) accepted of the place of ché 
; Jain to one of the Scotch regiments in the Dutch feiveiee, 
and was ordained at Haddington, inthe year 1775. He 
i _ * Providence sometimes, in justice and mercy, frustrates those de* 
bi’ signs which we attempt to accomplish by unw ‘arrantable means. 
hie t+ It is somewhat remarkable, that the Chapel of which he afters 
ae wards was minister, and the person in whose house he died, were pe- 
ry culiarly the objects of his ridicule. 
ne - t One of his friends recommended him to a noble patron, (whose 


ch church happened at that time to be vacant), asa young man who 
He could take his glass, tell a merry story, and flay well at car ‘ds and bétck- 
ganmon; but though by this “* intended to serve Mr. Sherriff, he 
was mistaken. Patrons some times indulge themselves in prattices, 
which they think unbecoming the charaéter of a clergyman. 
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joined the regiment immediately, and foon difcovered; 
(what he little expected) that many of the officers were 
men pfofeffing godlinefs, and that all of them had a 
thorough contempt of a clergyman who did not act in 
character; he found himfelf under the neceffity of being 
outwardly decent, and circum{pect in his walk and con- 
verfation, and generally preached moral difcourfes, re- 
commending the practice of virtue as the road to hap- 
inefs. 

~ It was not till the end of the year, 1776, that he be- 
gan to be convinced by the Spirit of God, of his total ig- 
norance of divine things, and that fomething more than 
outward reformation was neceflary, in order to obtain 
peace of confcience:. | 

Anaccount of the change wrought upon his hearty 
and the confequences of it, is given by himfelf in the 
following narrative, which he wrote fome months before 
his death; and afterwards revifed upon his -death-bed, 
left any thing fhould have efcaped from his pen, in the 
hurry in which it was wrote, that was not juftly repre- 
fented. - 

The work of converfion is a myftery which the natu- 
ral mind cannot comprehend. It 1s always attributed to 
natural caufes. To call it f{upernatural, ora work brought 
about by the operationsyof’the Spirit, is denominated 
enthufialm, or melancholy madnefs. This averfion, 
which men fhow to the operations of the Spirit, proceeds 
from the natural bias of the heart to felf-dependence, 
and from a violent hatred againft the fovereignty of 
God. ~ Proud of their reafon, they judge of all events 
by its ftandard ; and whatever goes beyond it, they mark 
down as incomprehenfible and abfurd. They trace the 
caules of the revolutions of kingdoms, without any re- 
ference to the defigns of providence ; they decide the 
fate of battles, without acknowledging the arm of the 
Deity... They account for the happinefs or mifery of in- 
dividuals, without confidering the mercies or judgments 
of God: And, in the fame manner, they judge of the 


revolutions of the human mind in the work of conver- 
Vou. I. No. 5. . 
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fion, without allowing the influence of fupernatural 
power. | 

That there is fuch a work as converfion, occafioned 
by the immediate operation of the Spirit, the word of 
God plainly teftifies, and the experience of Chriftians 
fully demonftrates. A natural incident 1s often the 
feeming caufe. But the fame incident has not always 
the fame effect upon different minds. The lofs of child- 
ren may fo affe¢t one man as to beget a ferious and laft- 
ine concern for his foul; the lofs of children in another 
may only beget a temporary melancholy. What ts the 
caufe then of this difference? The fcriptures fhow us, 
that it is neither animal feeling, nor a different tempera- 
ment of body, but a peculiar energy of the divine Spi- 
wit. How the Spirit aéts upon the human foul, fo as 
to produce this difference, or how its immediate im- 
pulfe is known and felt, muft remain a myitery; and 
perhaps it would be as daring rafhnefs to account for it 
upon rational principles, and attended with as great dan- 
ger, as the looking into the ark of the Lord proved to 
be to the men of Bethfhemefh. But that fuch a work 
ys wrought upon the mind by fupernatural influence, is 
beyond all doubt; and if we are not fatisfied till we 
know ow, we may juftly be left to fall into that temp- 
tation which proved fatal to our firft parents, “ Ye 
fhall be as gods.” 

‘Many chriftians might find it difficult, if-not impof- 
fible, to trace the gradual progrefs of converfion on 
their minds; for a pious education, or early religious 
inpreflions, beget, though imperceptibly, the fame 
change with a more confpicuous and providential con- 
verfion. ‘That a remarkable change has beea wrought 
upon my mind, is evident to myfelf, and the teftimony 
of f{cripture tells me that fuch a change muft have been 
produced by a fupernatural caufe. I can eatily remem- 
ber a period, and that not very diftant, wherein all my 
actions proceeded from felf, and wherein I had not the 
{malleft apprehenfion of the glory of God. That heart 
which I now fee to be a dungeon of iniquity, a cage of 
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unclean birds, I then thought to have been good, and 
void of all enmity to perfect holinefs. Though I knew 
I had fin, yet I did not think my fins were fo heinous as 
to merit eternal reprobation; and whatever fins f com- 
mitted, I did not think they proceeded from a bad heart, 
but from fome other caufe infeparable from humanity. 
I believed ina Saviour, but never had a thorough con- 
viction of his Godhead, and of confequence never faw the 
abfolute neceffity of his atoning blood. My hopes of 
heaven, therefore, were not founded on his merit, or on 
the mercy of God derived from his mediation, but merely 
becaufe God was merciful, and becaufe my fins proceeded 
from no innate enmity, or were attended with no pecu 
liar aggravations. 

I now fee, with the moft evident demonftration, that 
had J died while I entertained thefe fentiments, I muft 
not only have been excluded from heaven by the eternal 
juftice of God, but the very bent of my own mind 
would have rendered the holinefs of heavenatorment. [I 
fee, | hated God in his perfeét holinefs; I blafphemed 
Chrift, becaufe I denied his perfect richteoufnels, Iknew 
not the damnable nature of fin, and had the daring im- 
piety to propofe an union between a holy God and a fin 
ful creature, without feeing the neceflity of being wafht 
ed, purified and fanéctified. Horror now feizes me when 
I reflect upon that awful danger to which I was expofed, 
and upon that impious and heaven-daring prefumption 
of claiming the love of God, while I was in league with 
the Devil. How my eyes were opened to fee my fin and 
danger, I know not; but one thing I know, that where- 
as | was blind, now Thee. Every thing in creation and 
providence wears a different afpeét; and that light, 
whatever way it has been made to arife in my mind, has 
made me fee things ina different point of view, and has 
occafioned a total change in fentiment and in action, 
The fure ground upon which I truft that this light pro- 
ceeds from the Spirit of God, and from none other, is, 
that it returns to the fame fource from whence it camé, 


by fhedding a luftre on the glory of God, and on the 
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riches of fovereign grace. This J call the teftimony of 
the Spirit; for, as it leads to God, fo I conclude it came 
from God. 

Though the change that has been wrought on. me 
may be called fudden, yet I can obferve many gradual 


fteps through which I have been led, and thefe all tend- 


ing to magnify the power of God, and the’ riches of his 
graces. Sometime in the month of April, 1776, while 
in Ipres in Flanders, I was meditating on the paft part 
of my life, and was fo ftruck with the oddity of fome 
particular pailages in it, that I formed a defign of com- 
mitting them to writing. Indulging that thought one 
night in bed, I was feized with an unaccountable fhi- 
vering, and fudden fear, arifing from I know not what, 
which fo agitated both my body and mind, that the bed 
fhook underneath me. I rofe up in a moft dreadful 
horror, and afked mytelf with agony and amazement, 
what was the matter. I felt no pain in my body, nei- 
ther was I apprehenfive of immediate diffolution. I en- 
deavoured to compofe myfelf, but in vain. An uneafi- 
nefs of mind increafed, and trembling again feized me. 
Terror encompafied me about, and I thought I felt the 
blood freezing in my veins. Something fuggelted to 
me that this was the terrors of the Lord, and that the 
{word of his vengeance was ready to be bathed in my 
blood. Hell, I thought, was gaping to receive me; 
and a thoufand horrid devils were folacing themfelves 
with the hopes of my f{peedy deftruétion. Benumbed 
with horror, and deprived of recollection, my animal 
{pirits failed me, and inftcad of roaring out in a 
I funk into a ftate of childith infenfibility. Sleep, o 
fomething like fleep, overpowered me, and when I saatke, 
Tremembered my fears, and was able, in fome meafure, 
to reafon on their cauie. I confidered what hopes I had 
beyond the grave, and found I had none. The views | 
had of religion, or my notions of redemption, inftead of 
affording me comfort, deprived me even of hope. In- 
ftigated ‘by a fullen pride e, and no longer able to endure 
thele diftracting thoughts, I cricd out, If my days are 
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numbered, let me be damned, for there is no remedy; 
or, if my days are lengthened out, I'll endeavour to pre- 
pare. After this impious ejaculation, 1 felt a fudden 
calm. J rofe with fome degree of compofure, and be- 
took myfelf to prayer; but the fubftance of my prayer I 
have entirely forgot. After breakfaft 1 went to take a 
folitary walk upon the banks of a canal, with a defign of 
Inquiring more particularly into my latt night’s fears. 
The firft queftion that occurred to was, Is there a God? 
The fun was then fhining upon the water with peculiar 
{plendour, and I thought that every one of its dazzling 
rays cried out again{t Atheifm. J durft not harbour the 
thought one moment, for an irrefiftibie conviction of 
the divinity ‘totally ov erpowered me. I then afked, Is 
there a Trinity in this Godhead? Infurmountable ob- 
jeCtions I thought immediately appeared againft the be- 
lief of it. The Socinian principles came into my mind, 

that Chrift was not very God, but a great Prophet, en- 
dued with extraordinary powers. But this opinion I 
hattily rejected, and faw through the abfurdity of it. 4 
finite being, however high in degree, can never approach 
nearer to an infinite Being, than a finite Being ot a /effer 
degree; fo that if Chrift was not really God, his death 
could never be meritorious, becaufe nothing can merit 
from an infinite but an infinite. This idea, trifling as 
it may feem, entirely fatisfied me, and I felt a certain 
pleafure arife in my mind from the hopes of being con- 
firmed in the truth of the doétrine of the Trinity; and 
by having fome fixed principles to go upon, I conceived 
hopes of being delivered from all fears for the future. 
Solacing myfelf with the belief of a God, and the belief 
of the Godhead of Chrift, and of the Holy Spirit, which 
was at this time marveloufly opened up to my foul’s un- 
derftanding, I bent my way homeward; and as I walked 
along, I appeared as a moft infignificant thing, when 
conicious that I was under the immediate eye of the fu- 
preme God, or glorious Trinity. But this did not fpring 
from any fenfe of my own unworthinefs by fin, or from 
any particular conviction of its uglinefs, as being i imme- 
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diately oppofite to the holy nature of God, but rather 
froma con{ciou{nefs of the low ftate I held in the feale of 
beings: fo that owing to the unfubdued pride of my 
heart, and its natural enmity, I did not make the proper 
improvement of this difcovery of the Godhead, but ma 
nifeftly drew upon myfelf'a greater load of guilt. Moft 
juftly might God have for ever delivered me over to a 
reprobate mind, for had I not had the moft ftubborn 
and accurfed heart, I muft have fallen down upon my 
face, and cried out, Unclean, Unclean, before the Ma- 
jelty of heaven, fo confpicuoufly difplayed. But his 
mercy in {paring me, more abundantly marks his pa- 
tience, and his willingnefs to fave. 

When I got home to dinner, I dined with my ufual 
cheerfulnefs; and notwithftanding the uncommon 1m- 
preffions I felt upon my mind an hour or two before, I 
was neither more referved in converfation, nor more care- 
ful in guarding againft certain indulgences, which I now 
call finful. As far as I can recollect, I played a game at 
chefs in the coffee-houfe, with the fame compofure and 
attention as formerly. In the evening I went on in my 
ufual courfe of reading, viz. fome French philofophical 
eflays. Ido not remember that I looked intothe Bible 
at all. (To be continued.) 








The laft Words of the Rev. Dr. Samuel Finley, late Pre- 
fident of the College of New-Ferfey, who died Fuly 17, 
1766. Atatis 51. 


1766. R. SHIPPEN told him, that, according 
Fuly 11. to prefent appearances, he could live but 
a few days longer; upon which he lifted up his eyes, 
and, with much compofure, faid, ** Then, welcome, 
Lord Jefus!” He acknowledged himfelf under inex- 
preffible obligations to the Doctor for his kind and dili- 
gent attendance upon him during his illnefs, and faid, I 
owe a long catalogue of debts to my friends, which will 
never be charged to my account. God will undertake to 


difcharge them for me. 
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Sunday, 13. Dr. Clarkfon being in waiting in the 
next chamber, came in to Dr. Finley, and told him, he 
perceived a great alteration in him, from which he ap- 
prehended his death was at hand; upon which he broke 
out as follows: “* Then may the Lord bring me near 
himfelft I have been waiting with a Canaan hunger for 
the promifedland; I have often wondered that God fuf- 


fered me to live; I have more wondered that ever he 


called me to be a minifter of the word. He has often 
afforded me much ftrength, which, though I have abuf- 
ed, he has returned in mercy. Oh! faithful! Oh! 
faithful! are the premifes of God. O that I could fee 
him as I have feen him heretofore in his fanctuary!  Al- 
though I have earneftly defired death as the hireling 
pants ; for the evening fhade, yet will I wait all the days 
of my appointed time. I have often ftrugeled with prin- 
cipalities and powers, and have been brought almoft to 
defpair; Lord, let it fuffice.” Here he fat up, and 
clofed his eyes, and prayed fervently, that God would 
fhow him his glory before he departed hence; that he 
would enable him to endure patiently to the end, and 
particularly that he might be kept from difhonouring 
the miniftry. Then he affumed his difcourfe, and {poke 
as follows: i I can truly fay, that I have loved the 
fervice of God. J know not in what language to {peak 
of my own unworthinefs; I have been undutiful; I have 
honeftly endeavoured to act for God, but with much 
weaknefs and corruption.” Here he lay down on his 
bed, and continued to fpeak as follows in broken fen- 
tences: ‘* A Chriftian’s death is the beft part of his ex- 
iftence; the Lord has made provifion for the whole way ; 
provifion for the foul, and provifion for the body. Qh, 
that I could recollect Sabbath blefings; the Lord hath 
given me many fouls as crowns of ing. rejoicing ; ; blefled 
be God, eternal reft is at hand; eternity is but long 
enough to enjoy my God. .. this has animated me 
in my fevereft ftusdics : I was afhamed to take reft here. 
O! that I could be filled with the fulnefs of God, that 
fulnefs that fills heaven !”’ 
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Being afked, whether his choice was to live or die, he 
replied, “‘ Zo die; though I cannot but fay I feel the 
fame ftreight that St. Paul did, that he wot not which 
to choofe, for to me to live is Chrift, but to die is great 


oain. But fhould God, by a miracle, prolong my life, 


J will ftill continue to ferve him. His fervice has ever 
been fweet to me: I have loved it much: I have tried 
my Matter’s yoke, and will never fhrink my neck from 
it: his yoke ts eafy, and his burden is light.”” He then 
put his hand into his mouth, and pulled out-a loofe 
tooth, and faid, ‘* hereis one of the pillars of the taber- 
nacle, the whole tabernacle will foon fall to pieces.””— 
You are more vigorous and cheerful, Sir, faid one of 
the company; yes, (he replied) I rife or fall as eternal reft 
appears nearer, or further off.” 

It being obferved to him, that he always ufed that ex- 
preffion, ‘‘ Dear Lorp,” in his prayer, he replied, “«O 
he is very dear, very preciousindeed! How pretty is it 
for a minifter to dieon a Sunday! I expec to {pend the 
remaining part of the Sabbath in Heaven. One of the 
company {aid to him, ** you will foon be joined to a bleft 
fociety, you will forever hold converfe with ee 
Ifaac, and Jacob, with the fpirits of juft men made 
fe&, with old friends, and many old fafhioned sey 


© Yes, Sir,” he replied, with a {mile, “ but they are a 


moft polite people now.”” He expreffed great gratitude 
to friends around him, and more efpecially to the kind fa- 
mily he was in,* and faid, ‘‘ May the Lord repay you for 
your tendernefs to me—May he blefs youabundantly, not 
only with temporal, but with {piritual bleffings. ‘Then, 
turning to his wife, he faid, «« My dear, I expect te- fee 
you fhortly in glory.” Addreffing himfelf to the whole 
company, he faid, Oh! may each of you. experience 
what, blefled be God, Ido. When you come to die, 
may you have the pleafure of reflecting, in a dying héur, 
that with faith and patience, zeal and fincerity, you have 
endeavoured to ferve the Lord; that each of you may 
be impreffed, as I have been, with God’s word, looking 


* Mr. Daniel Roberdeau. 
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upon it as fubftantial; and not only fearing, but being 
unwilling to offend againtt it. | 

Upon feeing a member of the New Prefbyterian 
Church at Philadelphia, he faid, “ 1 have often preach- 
ed and prayed among you, my dear Sir, and the doc- 
trines I preached to you are now my fupport, and bleffed 
be God, they are without a flaw. _ May the Lord blefs 
and preferve your Church! he defigns good for it yet, I 
truft. I look upon your Society to be the pillar of vital 
piety in this city.” 

Upon feeing a perfon from Princeton, he faid, ‘* Give 
my love to the people of Princeton, and tellthem, Iam 
going to die, and that Iam not afraid to die.” He 
would fometimes cry out, ‘* The Lord Jefus take care 
of his caufe in the world.” | , 

Monday, 14. Upon waking this morning he cried 
out, “ Oh! what a difappointment have I met with! 
this morning I expected to have been in heaven.” His 
great languor prevented his {peaking much through this 
day. 
"Tuefday, 15. With a pleafing {mile on his coun- 
tenance, and with a {trong voice he cried out, “ O! I 
fhall triumph over every foe: the Lord hath given me 
the victory. [exult, ] tnumph: Oh! that I could fee 
untainted purity.” Now I know it is impoffible that 
faith fhould not triumph over earth and hell. I think I 
have nothing to do but to die; yet, perhaps, I have ; 
Lord, fhow me my tafk.” After expreffing fome fear 
left he did not endeavour to preferve his remaining life, © 
through eagernefs to depart, and being told that he did 
nothing inconfiftent with felf-prefervation, he faid, 
‘¢ Lord Jefus, into thy hands I commit my fpirit. I do 
it with confidence; I do it with full affurance; I know 
thou wilt keep that which I have committed to thee. I 
have been dreaming too faft of the time of my depar- 
ture, for I find it does not come; but the ford 1s faith- 
ful, and will not tarry beyond his appointed time.”— 
When one who attended him told him, that his pulfe 
orew weaker, he cried out, ‘ tliat’s well.” He would 
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often put out his hand to his phyficians, and afk ther 
how his pulfe beat, and would rejoice when he heard it 
was fluttering and irregular. 

In the afternoon, the Rev. Mr. Spencer came to fee 
him, and faid, “I an come to fee you, dear Sir; confirm 
by facts the gofpel you have been preaching ; pray howdo 
you feel?” To which the Doctor anfwered, * Full of tri- 
umph, triumph through Chrift; nothing clips my wings 
but the thoughts of my diffolution being prolonged. 
O that it was to-night! My very foul thirfts for eternal 
reft. I fee the eternal love and goodnefs of God; I fee 
the fulnefs of my Mediator; I fee the love of Jefus. 

h! to be diffolved, and be with him! I long to be 
clothed with the complete righteoufnefs of Chrift.” He 
then defired Mr. Spencer to pray by him before they 
parted, and defired him to pray as follows: * I have 
gained the victory over the devil—pray to God to pre- 
ferve me from evil—to keep me from difhonouring his 
great name.in this critical hour, and to fupport me with 
his prefence in my paffage through the valley of the fha- 
dow of death.” He fpent the remaining part of the 
evening in bidding farewell to, and bleffing his friends, 
and in exhorting {uch of his children as were with him. 
He would frequently cry out, 

“ Why move the tardy hours fo flow ?” 

Weduefday, 16. His {peech tailed him—he made many 
efforts to fpeak, but feldom fo diftin@tly as to be well 
underftood. Mr. Roberdeau defired him to give fome 
token whereby his friends might know whether he ftill 
continued to triumph—Upon which he lifted up his 
hands and cried, ‘* Yes.’ In the afternoon he {poke fe- 
veral fentences, but little could be colleéted from them. 
Some of the laft words he {poke concerning himfelf 
were: * After a confliét of two or three hours, the en- 
gagement will be over.” In the evening, about nine 
o’clock, he fell intoa found fleep, and appeared much 
eafier and freer from pain than he had been for many 
days before. He continued to fleep without moving 
himfelf in the leaft, till one o’clock, at which time he 
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expired without a figh or groan, or any kind of motion 
{ufficient to alarm his wite, and thofe friends that fat 
round his bed. 

During his whole ficknefs, he was never heard to utter 
one repining word, but exprefled, in all his behaviour, 
an entire refignation to the divine will; and, 1n all the 
farewells he bid to his friends and relations, he was ne- 
ver feen to fhed a fingle tear, or fhew any mark of for- 
row; he would often check his wife when he beheld her 
weeping, and exprefled his confidence in God’s promifes, 
whenever he {poke of her children, which is fomewhat 
remarkable. His truly polite behaviour continued to 
manifeft itfelf to the laft; he never afked for a drop of 
drink to wet his lips with, but with the utmoft polite- 
nefs ; and he treated every body around him with that 
fame {weetnefs and eafe that was fo peculiar and natural 
to him through life. 


4 











Some Account of the Religion of the South Seas, taken from 
the Appendix to the firft Mijfionary Voyage, in the 
Years 1796, 1797, and 1798. 

oe 


DEITIES OF THE SOUTH SEAS. 
HOUGH the world was at firft of one fpeech and 


one religion, all confefling Jehovah in triune ex- 
iftence, the true tradition began {oon to be obfcured. 
On the dilperfion of mankind, gods many and lords 
many were created. The Eaft, ampdft its thoufand del- 
ties, {till preferved fome traces of the triune God. 
Whoever reads the ingenious Mr. Morris’s account of 
India, will receive fingularly curious information on this 
lubject. However abiurd the notions of deity and cre- 
ation may appear, now retained by the Otaheiteans, the 
mott polithed nations of Greece and Rome devoutly em- 
braced equal abfurdities. It fhould afford matter of 
great thankfulnefs, that we have been refcued from the 
darknefs of idolatry: So far at leaft hath the world been 
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indebted to Chriftianity, that wherever this hath pre- 
vailed, before it every idol hath mouldered into duft. 

The deities of Otaheite are nearly as numerous as the 
perfons of the inhabitants. Every family has its zee, or 
suardian {pirit, whom they fet up, and worfhip at the 
moral; but they have a great god, or gods of a fuperior 
order, denominated FwHanow Po, born of night. 

The general name for deity, in all its ramifications, is 
EATOOA. 

Three are held fupreme; ftanding in a height of ce- 
leftial dignity that no others can approach unto: and, 
what is more extraordinary, the names are perfonal ap- 
pellations : 

1. Tane, te Medooa, 
the Father. 
2. Oromattow, ’Tooa tee te Myde, 
God in the Son. 
3. Taroa, Mannoo te Hooa, 
the Bird, the Spirit. 
To thefe, the dit majores, they only addrefs their pray- 
ers in times of greateft diftrefs, and feafons of peculiar 
exigency, fuppofing them too exalted to be troubled 
with. matters of lefs moment than the illnefs of a chief, 
{ftorms, devaftations, war, or any great calamity. In- 
deed, fear and fuffering feem to be more powerful mo- 
tives to worfhip than ‘gratitude. The houfe of thefe 
fwhanow po, is at Oparre, where the chief earie rahie 
refides. 

The following names of other gods are collected: 
Orohho, Otoo, Tamaharro, Tey’eree, Orouhatoo, O- 
hawhow, Tamma, Toaheite, Vaveah. 

For general worfhip they have an inferior race, a kind 
of dii penates. Each family has its fee or guardian {pirit : 
he is f{uppofed to be one of their departed relatives, who, 
for his fuperior excellences, has been exalted to an ea- 
tooa. They fuppofe this {pirit can inflict ficknefs or re- 
move it, and preferve them froma malignant deity who 


alfo bears the name tee, and is always employed in mil- 
chief. 
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They have a tradition, that once in their anger, the 
great gods broke the whole world into pieces ; and that 
all the iflands around them are but Iittle parts of what 
was once vendoa noe, the great land, of which their own 
ifland is the eminent part. A curious converfation held 
with Manne Manne, the high prieft, and Taata Orero, 
the orator and oracle of the country for tradition, is as 
follows, interpreted by the Swede Andrew: 

Inthe beginning, Tane took Taroa, and begat Avye, 
frefh water; Atye, or Te Mydeé, the fea; alfo Awa, 
the water fpout; Matai, the wind; Arye, the fky ; and 
Po, the night; then Mahanna, the fun, 1n the fhape of 
aman called Oerda Tabooa: when he was born, all his 
brethren and fifters turned to earth; only a daughter was 
left, by name Townoo; fhe became the wife of Oeroa 
Taboa, by whom fhe conceived thirteen children, who 
are the thirteen months: 1. Papeeree; 2. Ownoonoo; 
3. Paroromooa; 4. Paroromoree; 5. Mooreeha; 6. 
Heaiha; 7. Taoa; 8. Hoorororera; 9. Hooreeama; 
10. Teayre; 11. Tetat; 12. Waeaho; 13. Weaha. 

‘Townoo now returned to earth, and Oeroa Tabooa 
embraced a rock called Poppoharra Harreha, which 
conceived a fon named Tetooboo amata hatoo; after 
which the rock returned to its original ftate, and the 
father of the months himfelf died, and went to duft. 
The fon he left embraced the fand of the fea, which 
conceived a fon of the name of Tee, and a daughter 
called Opeera; then he alfo died, and returned to the 
earth. Tee took his fifter Opeera to wife, who pro- 
duced a daughter Oheera, Reene, Moonoa; the mo- 
ther died, and the father furvived: in her illnefs fhe en- 
treated her hufband to cure her, and fhe would do the 
fame for him if he fell fick, and thus they might live for 
ever; but the hufband refufed, and preferred her daugh- 
ter, whom, on her deceafe, he took for his wife. The 
daughter bore him three fons, and three daughters ; the 
fons, Ora, Wanoo, Tytory; the daughters, Henna- 
toomorrooroo, Henaroa, Noowya. The father and mo- 
ther dying, the brothers faid, Let us take our fifters to 
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wife, and become many. So men began to multiply 
upon the earth. 

Re{pecting a future ftate, they fuppofe no perfon pe- 
rifhes or becomes extinct. ‘They allow no punifhment 
after death, but degrees of eminence and felicity, as 
men have been here moft pleafing to the deity. They 
regard the {pirits of their anceftors, male and female, as 
exalted into eatooas, and their favour to be fecured by 
prayers and offerings. Every ficknefs and untoward ac- 
cident they efteem as the hand of judgment for fome of- 
_ fence committed; and therefore, if they have injured 
any perfon, they fend their peace-offering, and make 
the matter up: and, if fick, fend for the prieft to offer 
up prayers and facrifices to pacify the offended eat6oa ; 
giving any thing the priefts afk, as being very reluctant 
todie. But if they find their cafe defperate, they take 
leave of their friends, and commend them to the guar- 
dian {pirits, exhorting them to be more careful of of- 
fending them than they themfelves had been. When 
the f{pirit departs from the body, they have a notion it 
is {wallowed bv the eatooa bird, who frequents their bu- 
rying-places and morais; and pafles through him in or- 
der to be purified, and be united to the deity. And fuch 
are afterwards employed by him to attend other human 
beings, and to inflict punifhment, or remove ficknels, as 
fhall be judged requifite. 

The evil demon named Jee, has no power but upon 
earth; and this he exercifes by getting into them with 
their food, and caufing madnefs or other difeafes; but 
thefe they imagine their tutelar faints, if propitious, can 
prevent or remove. 

They believe the ftars were the children of the fun 
and moon, attributing every fubflance to procreative 
power; and when the fun and moon are eclipted, they 
fuppofe them in the act of copulation; and pretend to 
foretel, from their appearance at fuch times, the future 
events of war, ficknefs, or the like. 

- They imagine, whena ftar fhoots (as we call it), it 1s the 
Eatooa: that in the moon there is a vaft country with 
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trees and fruits; that a bird of Otaheite once flew up 
thither, and, ate of the fruit ; and on his return, dropped 
fome of the feeds, from which a great tree {prang, of 
which the bird ftill eats, and of no other. 

With regard to their worfhip, Captain Cook does the 
Otaheiteans but juftice in faying, they reproach many 
who bear the name of Chriftian. You fee no inftances 
of an Otaheitean drawing-near the Eatooa with care- 
leffnefs and inattention; he is all devotion; he ap- 
proaches the place of worfhip with reverential awe; un- 
covers when he treads on facred ground; and prays with 
a fervour that would do honour to a better profeffion. 
He firmly credits the traditions of his anceftors. None 
dares difpute the exiftence of deity. They put great 
confidence in dreams, and fuppofe in fleep the foul leaves 
the body under the care of the guardian angel, and moves 
at large through the regions of fpirits. Thus they fay, 
My foul was fuch a night in fuch a place, and faw fuch a 
{fpirit. When a perfon dies, they fay his foul is fled away 
harre po, gone tonight. It is fingular, that Pomarre 
declared to the Miffionaries that he had, before their ar- 
rival, been dreaming about the /peaking-book, which 
they fhould bring from the Eatooa. 

They entertain a high idea of the power of fpirits. 
In the beautiful and romantic view of Taloo harbour, 
the remarkable peaked mountain is faid to be but a part 
of the original one. Some {fpirits from Ulietea had 
broken off the other half, and were tranfporting it down 
the bay, in order to carry it away with them, but, being 
overtaken by the break of day, they were obliged to 
drop it near the mouth of the harbour, where it now 
{tands confpicuous as a rock; for, like the elves and 
fairies of our anceftors, thefe f{pirits walk and work by 
night, 

Their fuperftitious notions of this kind are endlefs; 
unhappily, their moft unnatural and cruel cuftoms are 
connected with them, and they are tenacious of the 
wort, fearing the neglect of thefe, though inadvertently, 
would bring down the difpleafure of the Eatdoa upon 
them, and expoie them to ficknefs or death. 
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PRIESTHOOD AND SACRIFICES. 


HE priefts at the Society Iflands are a pretty nu- 
merous body; they are 1n every diftrict: Manne 
Manne feems to be the firft among them for knowledge 
and traditionary information: he 1s alfo monarch of Ulhi- 
etéa by right, though an exile. Temarre, the chief of 
Pappara, of the feed royal, is alfo high in the facerdotal 
office. The priefthood is divided into two orders: the 
tahowra morai, and the tahowra Eatooa. As tahowra 
moral, they officiate in all the prayers and oblations 
made at.the morais: thefe prayers are uttered in a chant 
that cannot be underftood, and was fuppofed to be a 
peculiar facred language ; but that is now thought-to be 
a miftake, and the ob{curity owing to the mere manner 
of utterance. All the chiefs officiate as priefts on fome 
occafions, praying for their friends when fick, making 
offerings at the morai, and performing other religious 
ceremonies. 

The priefts have plenty of employment, being called 
in cnall occafions, births or. deaths, feafts or ficknefs; 
and are the phyficians as well as clergy of the country. 
They affect to poffefs extraordinary powers, to promote 
conception or abortion, to inflict difeafes, or remove 
them at their pleafure, and are greatly feared on that ac- 
count. They are fuppofed to be able to pray the evil 
{pirit into the food, by rubbing a human {fkull with a 
part of the provifions they eat ; and {fometimes to kill 
men outright. Thus Orepiah is fuppofed to have died 
by Manne Manne’s conjuration. ‘They acknowledge, 
that over us they have no.power, becaute they know not 
the names of our God, and our grandfather, which is 
neceflary. They gave us a {pecimen of their conjurors 
in one of our vilits to Femarre. A man prefented him- 
felf in an old blue coat turned up with red, his head fur- 
rounded with numerous feathers, fo as to hide his coun- 
tenance entirely: he ran up to us with an unintelligible 
jargon, making a fqueaking noife, and actions fo wild, 
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that we afked if the man was delirious. The natives not 
feeing us at all frightened, faid it was Temarre’s fon, 
the Evéoa ete, the little god, which killed Omiah and 
many others. Having with usa great dog, he fell upon 
the prieft, who fled ; at which the natives feemed terri- 
fied, and {aid he would kill us. After a while, the prieft 
returned with a club in his hand, driving like a fury all 
before him, the women and children fhrieking, and the 
natives trembling. Qn this one of the brethren jumped 
up to protect the dog, againft whom his rage was di- 
ected, and wrefting the club from him, turned up the 
feathered cap, and difcovered a well-known countenance, 
who had rua away from Matavat, after robbing Pye- 
tea. We immediately charged him with the thett; on 
this he changed countenance, and fhewed the greateft 
terror. The natives interpofing in his behalf, while we 
were telling them of the man and his impofture, he gave 
us the flip, and fled; fo we faw no more of him. 

He feems to have been one of thofe called tahowra 
Etooa, who affe&t infpiration. Of thefe, fome pretend 
to belong to the particular deity; others to many: fuch 
as claim acquaintance with the three fuperior eatooas are 
the moft confequential, and procure high reverence from 
the part they prefume to act; indeed they do it with fo 
much cunning and addrefs, that the Swedes whom we 
found on the ifland, as well as the mariners who pre- 
ceded them, really believed the appearances fupernatu- 
ral, and that the devil actually was the agent. When 
they are called upon to confult the deity, they affume 
an odd fantaftic drefs, enriched with red and black fea- 
thers; to which they fay the Eatooa is fo partial, that on 
thetr approach to him thus, he defcends to the earth at 
thetr call, in one of the facred birds which frequent the 
morais, and feed on the facrifices. As foon as the bird 
lights on the morai, the Eatdoa quits the bird, and en- 
ters the prieft. He inflantly begins to ftretch and yawn, 
and rub his arms, legs, thighs, and body, which begins 
to be inflated as if the {kin of the abdomen would burft ; 
his eyes are thrown into various contortions, fometimes 
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ftaring wide, then half clofed and finking into ftupor 
while, at other times, the whole frame is agitated, and 
appears to have undergone fome fudden and furprifing 
change. ‘lhe ipeech now becomes low, the voice faueak- 
ing and interrupted; then, on a fudden, raifed to an 
aftonifhing degree. He now {peaks intelligibly, though 
affecting not to know what he faith, nor the perfons of 
thofe around him; but his words are regarded as oracular, 
and whatever he afks for the deity, or himfelf, is never 
refufec, if it can be poffibly procured. Of this, however, 
the actor affects to have no confcioufnefs; his colleague 
and afliftant, neverthelefs, takes care to mtnute the 
claims of the deity, and receives them from the perfon 
on whote account the deity was fo condefcending as thus 
to appear: thefe requirements are generally very large. 

When the deity quits the pretended in{pired tahowra, 
he doth it with fuch convulfions and violence, as leave 
him motionlefs on the ground, and exhaulted ; and this 
is contrived to be at the moment when the facred bird 
takes his flight from the morai. On coming to himfelf, 
he utters a loud fhriek, and feems to awake as from 
a profound fleep, unconicious of every thing which hath 
paffed. 

The priefts who fuperintend the lower orders of the 
people proceed nearly inthe fame manner, with varia- 
tions only according to their craft and abilities: among 
thefe are women who ofhciate, though not folely, for 
their own fex. They think it impoffible that a child 
fhould come into the world without their affiftance, 
though, in fact, they afford them none. People of pro- 
perty, when fick, will fometimes have half.a dozen of 
thefe priefts and prieftefles praying around them, and 
making offerings for them; and whichever of thefe hap- 
pens, im the eftimation of the fick perion, to be the 
1appy caufe of his recovery, 1s fure to be well rewarded, 
and ever after highly refpected, to whatever clafs of the 
priefthood he may belong. Whenever a prieft vifits a 
perfon of confequence, he carries a young plantain in 
his hand; and before he enters the houfe, offers a prayer, 
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fticks a leaf of the plantain in the thatch, and throws 
the remainder of the tree on the roof. 

Their facrifices and oblations are various and liberal. 
‘They offer to their gods all the product of their ifland, 
hogs, dogs, fowls, fifth, and vegetables; and at every 
feaft a portion is prefented to the Eatooa before they 
prefume to take their own repaft. When a prieft de- 
nounces the neceflity of a human facrifice, or, as on the 
inauguration of the king, cuftom requires fuch offer- 
ings, the manner of felecting them is by a council of the 
chief with the ratirras. The occafion 1s ftated, and the 
victim pitched upon; he 1s ufually a marked character, 
who has been guilty of blafphemy, or fome enormous 
crime; or a ftranger who has fled to the diftnict for 
fhelter from fome other part on account of his ill con- 
duct. The decifion of this council is kept a profound 
fecret, and perhaps the only one which is fo. They 
watch the opportunity of the night, when the culprit 
is afleep, and dipatch him, if poffible, with one blow 
of a ftone on the nape of the neck, to prevent any dif- 
figurement of the body; a bone of him muft not be 
broken, nor the corpfe mangled or mutilated. If a man 
has been bit and disfigured by a woman, he becomes 
noa, unclean for ever, and can never be offered in {a- 
crifice. The vidtim is placed in a bafket of cocoa-nut 
leaves, faftened to a long pole, and carried in a facred 
canoe to the morai, when the eye is offered to the king 
with the ceremonies before defcribed. 

If the chief and ratirras, on the requifition of the 
priefts, declare they can find none deferving death in 
their diftri€t, or refule to provide a human facrifice, 
they may fubftirute a hog in his place; and it is re- 
ported, as taking off tomething from the horror of the 
deed, that none are pitched upon whofe lives have not 
been juftly forfeited by their crimes. Where there is 
no law, nor reoular adminifiration of juflice, this mode 
is fubftituted to difpatch a criminal, whom his friends 
might refcue; but being thus executed, it is fuppofed 
the choice was right, and no farther notice is taken: 
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but what a door this opens to partiality, private enmity, 
and revenge, is too evident and fhocking. No woman 
1s liable to be offered at the Society Iflands, though they 
appear the chief victims at the Friendly Iflands; nor 
may they, at Otaheite, be prefent at any of the religi- 
ous affemblies, partake of the offerings at the morai, or 
tread the confecrated ground, except on a particular oc- 
calion; nor may they eat of any food which has been 
there, or touched by thofe who officiate at the altar; 
and all their male attendants are in the fame ftate of un- 
cleannefs and feclufion. 

The facred ground around the morais affords a fanétu- 
ary forcriminals. hither, on any apprehenfion of dan- 
ger, they flee, efpecially when numerous facrifices are 
expected, and cannot thence be taken by force, though 
they are fometimes feduced to quit their afylum. On 
the inauguration of Otoo, many took refuge in the pre- 
cinéts of the mutineers’ habitation, which was held fa- 
cred as the moral, and where they enjoyed full protec- 
tion. Our habitations will afford as affured exemption; 
and the whole diftrict of Matavai being ceded to us, no 
more-human facrifices will probably be demanded from 
us, and fuch an example will have the moft beneficial 
tendency to abolifh the cuftom in other diftridts. If we 
fhall be enabled only to put an end to a practice fo in- 
human, and to induce the pregnant females to preferve 
and commit to our nurture, the infants devoted to de- 
{truction, we fhall acknowledge this alone would amply 
reward us for the labours of love in which we are en- 
gaged. 
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[ Continued from page 311, and concluded ] 








eftablifh miffions, as well among the negroes in the 
State of Georgia, as among the Cherokee Indians, but 
they did not fucceed. Neverthelefs, they have not let 
this objet flip out of their mind, and are anxioufly 


GS chabiih« years ago the Brethren endeavoured to 
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waiting, till the Lord in mercy be pleafed to open the 
door for introducing the gofpel among thefe and other 
neighbouring heathen nations. But the Brethrens’ en- 
deavours to bring the tribes of the north-weftern Indi- 
ans over to Chriftianity, have been crowned with better 
fuccefs. As early as 1740, their firft Miffionaries among 
them had collected a little flock of believing Indians out 
of the Makikan and Wampanofe nations, fettled at She- 
kameka. But it had to thare alfo in the reproaches, 
yea, even perfecutions, of which Chrift has forwarned 
his true followers, and it was obliged to become a wan- 
dering or moving congregation. 

In 1746 it was forced to move into the State of Penn- 
fylvania, fixing its abode for fome time in Northamp- 
ton county. Here thefe believing Indians lived in a hit- 
tle village by themfelves, having their Miffionaries and 
teachers always with them. Many new converts from 
the Delaware nation, were, in this period, added to their 
number, forming but one congregation, which {till con- 


tinued to fhift its place of abode, as circumftances te-° 


quired. But in 1757 it was found expedient to divide 
it, one part of it forming a little village, about a mile 
from Bethlehem, and the other moving over the blue 
mountains, ona little river about twenty miles from 
Nazareth. But when, in 1763, a new war with the {a- 
vages commenced, they were, by {ome white people, 

sroundlefsly fufpected of being in league with their fa- 
vage countrymen. Hereby they were expofed to the 
preateft dangers; but the government of Pennfylvania 
took them under protection, and they were, for fafety, 
all brought to Philadelphia, and there lodged, for fome 
time, in the barracks; {till keeping fome of their Miffion- 
aries with them. Peace being reftored, they were, by 
order of government, tran{ported into the Indian terri- 
tory, at the confluence of the Sutquehannah and Wihi- 
lufing. There they built themfelves regular villages, 
named Friedenfhiitten (7. ¢. tents of peace). Many of 
the wild Indians were here converted unto the Lord Jefe, 
of whom a part came to liye with the believers in this 
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village, and another went to fettle on a place 30 miles 
higher up the Sufquehannah. But the fix nations fell- 
ing, In 768, a large tract of land to the Englifh, in 
which lay alfo the Indian village Friedenfhiitten, ; it be- 
came impoffible for the Indian congregation to {tay any 
longer there. They left, therefore, their well built vil- 
lage, confifting of 39 good dwelling houtes, befides 10 
baste, and moved away in 1772; the whole number of 
them being increafed to more than 200 perfons. They 
took their courie over the Ohio, and fixed themfelves 
on Mufkingum river, between lake Erie and the Ohio. 
There they ; again built a village, which they called Sho- 
enbrun (in Enel if, a plea afant Ww ell). Some time after, 
a great part of the other Indian congregation alfo, went 
from Friedenftadt (the name they “had given their vil- 
lage, fignifying city of peace) to the Mufkingum, and 
built a fettlement about 10 miles below Shoenbrun, 
which they called Madenhitten (in Enghith, tents of 
grace). Herethe Miffionaries had a fine opportunity to 
preach the gofpel to the Shawanefe allo, and other Indian 
tribes, of whom a good many were converted ; and in 
1780, athird fettlement, about five miles below Maden- 
hutten, was made, and called Salem. All thefe three fet- 
tlements were 1n a flourifhing c ‘ondition from without and 
within, till during the late American revolution. In17 781 
they were deflroyed by a party of Indian warriors. The 
Indians, with their Miffion: aries, were carried tonanduiky 
creck, where they tuffered great diftreis, while fome of 
their Mifhonaries were kept as prifoners at Fort aaa 
but after examination were releafed. Befides, they had 
to endure a great famine; and, moreover, when, in 1782, 
a confiderable number of the Indians went to the river 
Muftkingum, to look among their deferted iettlements 
for provifions, they were furpriz: -d by a troop of vol 
teers, who mace them priioners, and the next day mur- 
dered them all, in number 96 men, women and children, 
after they had time giver them to prepare themielves, in 
a chriftian-like manner, to meet death. Phe account of 
this melancholy event, caufed inconceivable erief and 
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terror to the remaining Indian congregation at Sandufky. 
Harraffed thus on all fides, and full of fear as to Went 
might yet come upon them, they refolved to difperfe, 
and put a period for fome time to the exiftence of the 
congregation. One part of them went into the country 
of the Shawanefe, and the reft f{taid fome time in the 
neighbourhood of Pipeftown. As to their Miffionaries, 
who had been carried to Detroit, the Governor gave 
them liberty to return to Bethlehem; but they refolved, 
from motives of duty and affection, to ufe their utmott 
exertions, to gather, by degrees, their fcattered flock. 
With this view they took i{teps to form a new fettle- 
ment, and to invite the believing Indians to return to: 
them. With the approbation of the Governor, a fpot, 
about 30 miles from Detroit, on the river Huron, was 
fixed upon for that purpofe, and a beginning made. 
The greater part of the believing Indians flocked thi- 
ther. Ina few years it became a well regulated chrif- 
tian village, though they had to experience various 
trials and difficulties. The pleafing and peaceful in- 
ternal flate of the miffion rendered the year 178s, in 
particular, a period of joy and confolation. The daily 
worfhip of the congregation went on unmolefted; the 
public and private difcourfes of the Miffionaries were 
full of comfort and inftruction, by which the growth of 
the Indians, in the knowledge of Jefus Chrift and of 
themfelves, was greatly promoted. It was alfo remark- 
able to them for this reafon, that the Miffionaries re- 
ceived undoubted information of Congrefs having re- 
ferved the diftrict belonging to the three fettlements of 
the Chriftian Indians on the Mufkingum, to be mea- 
fured out and given to them, which caufed univerfal 
joy alfo in the Indian congregation, and it was refolved 
to return to the Mufkingum, which, however, could 
not be effeéted fooner than in {pring 1786, when they 
croffed Lake Erie, landed at the mouth of the river 
Cayahaga, continued their journey up that river till 
they arrived at an old forfaken Indian town, about 140 
miles diftant from Pittfbureh, Here they refolved to 
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{pend the fummer, therefore built huts, cleared the 
ground for plantations, and regulated their daily wor- 
fhip in the ufual manner, &c. and God blefled their 
labours. Nor did the Miffionaries omit to fend fome 
meffengers to the difperfed Chriftian Indians, admonith- 
ing them not to lofe their courage, but to return and 
join their brethren. Congrefs had likewife fent a written 
order, to acquaint the Indians, that it had given govern- 
ment much fatisfaction, to hear of their return into the 
territory of the United States on this fide of Lake Erie; 
that ehey had leave to go back to their former fettle- 
ments on the river Mufkingum, where they might be 
affured of the friendthip and pr otection of government ; 

and that immediately upon their arrival 500 bufhels of 
Indian corn fhould be given them from the public ma- 
gazines onthe Ohio, with other neceffaries of life. This 


‘kind promife was accepted by the Chriftian Indians 


with great gratitude, and they rejoiced in the profpec& 


of taking poftefiion of their own land on the Mufkin- 


eum. However, the Indian nations having refolved, ina 
great council, in 1787, to carry on again a war with the 
United States, it was likewife fixed upon by them, that 
if the Chriftian Indians would not, of their own accord, 
sive up the idea of returning to the Mufkingum (for 
the Indian chiefs, and particularly thofe of the Dela- 
wares, were very much again{t the Chriftian Indians re- 
turning to Mufkingum, and did all they could to anni- 
hilate the whole miffion to their nations), they fhould 
be obliged to do it by force, and that the Miffionaries 
fhould not be taken prifoners, but killed, in order, at 
once, to put an end tothe miffon. Whien the account 
of thefe refolutions was brought to the Chriftian Indi- 
ans, the Miffionaries comforted their congregation, by 
reprefenting to them, in the moft foothing terms, that 
though they might eg expect feveral heavy 
troubles, yet they might reft affured, that their firm 
and child-like confidence in the Lord would not be put 
to fhame. It had fo falutary an effect, that the courfe 
of the congregation became peaceful and edifying. 
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"The repeated threats, however, of the favages, on the one 
hand, who infifted on their removal to fome other coun- 
try, and the advice of the United States on the other, 
to flay, for the prefent, at the Cayahaga, tended {till to 
diftrefs the Indian Brethren, efpecially as their own in- 
clination was fixed to return to the Mufkingum. The 
Miffionaries, thinking it their duty to facrifice every 
other confideration to the welfare and fafety of their 
flock, took all thefe circumftances into confideration; 
and, after mature deliberation, refolved to propofe to 
their Indians, that they fhould give up all thoughts of 
returning to the Mufkingum for the prefent; but, at 
the fame time, not to remain on the Cayahaga, but ra- 
ther {eek to find fome {pot between that river and Pett- 
quatting, where they might procure a peaceable, and fafe 
retreat. This propofal was folemnly accepted by the 
whole congregation, and fome Indian Brethren difpatch- 
ed to feek a place for a new fettlement, who alfo found 
one much totheir mind. Accordingly, the whole con- 
eregation, with their Miffionaries, moved away in two 
parties, and in five or fix days arrived at the place fixed 
upon, about a league from Lake Erie, and there they 
formed acamp. ‘They found it an exceeding pleafant 
and fruitful country, and were much rejoiced at it: 
However, their joy was of fhort duration; fora few days 
after a Delaware Captain arrived at their camp, and in- 
formed them, that they fhould not remain in this place, 
but live with them at Sandufky. Dhfagreeable as this 
meffage was to the Indians, yet, after many ferious dell- 
berations, they and the Miffionaries could not but re- 
folve to fubmit to the will of the chiefs; and two more 
Miffionaries having come to {tay with them from Beth- 
lehem, the whole congregation moved to fettle near 
Pittquotting: they found an uninhabited place fituated 
on a river, called alfo Huron, which empties itfelt into 
the lake at Pittquotting. Here they made plantations 
on the eaft, and their dwelling-houfes on the weft fide 
of the river. A larger number of heathen Indians at- 
tended their public worfhip here than at Cayahaga, and 
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hardly a day pafled without vifits from {trangers. Among 
the favages who, about this time, became concerned fot 
the ‘alvation of their fouls, was a noted profligate, who, 
in 1781, had formed a plan againft the lives of the 
Miffionaries, and often !ainin ambufh to furprize them, 
but without fuccefs. He was travelling, and came 
without defign to the Chriftian fettlement on Cayahaga, 
where he heard the gofpel with great attention, and af- 
tcrwards expreffed his ardent defire to be delivered from 

the fervice of fin; nor would he leave the congregation 
of believers: He turned with his whole heart unto the 
Lord, and was baptized at New Salem, the name of 
the fettlement made in the laft{pot.  Befides, many of 
the poor ftraying fheep. belonging to this fold, returned 
alfo about the fame time. Among them was, 19 parti- 


cular, one, a baptized Indian, but who had left his flock 
when the fettlements on Mufkingum were deftroyed. 


He had been, while among the favages, the principal pro- 
moter of all the troubles occafioned to the Chriftian In- 
dians by the Heathen Chiefs. A more full and exten- 
five account of the beginning and progrefs of this mif- 
fion, till the year 1788, inay be found in Lofkiel’s hif- 
tory of the miffion of the United Brethren among the 
Indians in North-America, publifhed in London, in 
1794. What remains to be added of this miffion, till 
the prefent time, is as follows: Notwithftanding all dif- 
ficulties and dangers, to which the {mall flock of be- 
lieving Indians, even in this new fettlement, was expofed, 
during a war which the favages carried on with the 
United States, it had an opportunity, for a fhort time, 
to breathe again, as it were, and gather {treneth. At 
the clofe of “1789, the congregation confifted of 184 
perfons. But phe believing “Indiads were, in Novem- 
ber, 1790, much alarmed at the outrages committed by 
the favages in Kentucky, and on the Mufkingum, near 
the Ohio river, and found themfelves now in danger 
from two fides. From the lavages, who were continu- 
ally prefling on them to take thare in their war, and 
threatening them if not complied with; and, from the 
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white people, who, in their heat of revenge, might alfo 
fall upon them: for they had the murder ‘of their coun- 
trymen on the Mufkingum, in 1782, always frefh in re- 
membrance, For thete reafons, they were alfo obliged, 

in 1791, to come to a refolution to quit their fettle- 
ment, and take refuge again on the oppofite fide of lake 
Ene, which they alfo put into execution, and arrived in 
Auguft the fame year, at a place 18 miles from Detroit, 

in the Englifh territory, where every kindnefs they could 
wifh for was fhewn to them. The Indians were very 
cheerful amidft their trying circumftances; nor was the 
Jeaft diffatisfaction or lamentation to be heard among 
them; but they were perfectly fatisfied, willing to for- 
fake their houfes and plantations, to feek for peace, and 
afree exercife of religion, remote from war and blood- 
fhed. But as fome of their white neighbours were. mot 
well affeCted towards them, and moreover the chiefs of 
the favages, even here, were continually haraffing them 
with their: folicitations to join them in the war, they 
were convinced that they could not live quietly here’; 
therefore the Miffionaries, in the beginning of the next 
year, founded the fentiments of their Indians concern- 
ing their removal. Upon their repretentation, that 
whatever the promifes of the chiefs might be, they 
fhould have no peace in the Indian country, but be ‘ei- 
ther kept in continual alarm during the war, or called 
upon to join or aid the warriors, which would not be 
the cafe if they refided in the Enelifh dominions, it 
was refolved to lay the matter before the agent of that 
nation, and to follow his advice, which was to go to 
Retrench River, and to choofe a {pot of ground in whats 
ever part they pleated. Two Indian Brethren were acs 
cordingly deputed to reconnoitre the land on faid river, 

and, on their return,every ftep neceflary to their removal 
from their temporary refidence on lake Erie was taken. 
Having met once more, April 12, 1792, In a meet- 
ing, and recommended themielves to the Lord tn prayer, 
intreating him ftill to approve himielf their gracious 
fhepherd, and be their protector and counfellor on the 
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way, they left their houfes, and went in two divifions, 
{ome by water, and fome by land, up the river to De- 
troit, and proceeded onward up to Retrench, and May 
8, encamped on an high and pleafant place. As foon 
as they had laid out their town, they began to divide 
the farms. On this {pot they had three large dales, 
and each family could have as much land as it wanted. 
The high lands were fandy, and the low lands as rich as 
can well be conceived. In_a little time this {pot became 
a well regulated fettlement, by the induftry of the Chrif- 
tian Indians. The Miffionaries themfelves bore witnefs 
of it, that the Lord beltowed great grace and mercy 
upon their congregation, Many ftrange Indians alfo 
came to hear the gofpel, and they haped not without 
a good effect. Their fettlement here received the name 
of Fairfield, and was declared to be a regular townthip, 
containing 12 miles in leneth, and fix in breadth. They 
rejoiced greatly, when the news was brought them, 
that peace was eftablifhed again between the American 
States and the favage Indians ; and though they appeared 
well fettled where they were at prefent, yet many of 
them were willing and ready now to go to any other part 
of the Indian country, whenever a door opened for the 
prea aching of the gofpel, and the fettling of a Chriftian 
congregation. The defire to live upon the land on Muf- 
kingum, referved by Congrefs for the Chriftian Indi- 
ans, at the fame time revived in the minds of many of 
them. 

But it was not till in the {pring of 1797, that the 
three tracts of their former fettlements could be furveyed 
and properly made over to them; upon which,it was re- 
folved, that fome of the Chriftian Indians at Fairfield 
fhould come over and make a {ettlement upon one of 
the tracts. Accordingly, in 1798, fix or feven families, 
with their old and experienced Mifhonary, David Zief- 
berger, and another Miffionary, came over to the United 
States, and, with the blefling ot God, have made on the 
Shoenbrun tract, the beginning of a fettlement for a 
Chriftian congregation. ‘They ‘call that new place Go- 
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fhen; and thus there are now again two congregations 
of believing Indians, under the care of the Miffionaries 
of the United Brethren, and are at prefent profpering 


and increafing. 
But we bdo yet to goa little farther to the north, 


where we find a miffion has been eftablithed for feveral 
years among the Efquimaux Indians, inhabiting the coafts 
of Labrador. Among thefe favages, who formerly would 
fuffer no white perfon to live withe them, the Brethren 
have, with a great deal of expenfe, and many difficulties, 
made three Miffionary fettlements, namely, Nain, Okah, 
and Arvertok or Hopedale. ‘The Lord has opened the 
ears and hearts of many of thefe Indians, that they have 
received the gofpel, and felt its power on their fouls, to 
their ev erlafting falvation. The Miffionaries, in cach of 
thefe places, have collected little congregations of bap-. 
tized Indians, who, like the Greenlanders, moit gene- 
rally come to live with the Miffonaries. 

This being the point to which I intended to bring 
you, I now conclude my narrative. I. M. 
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fionary to the Chickafaw Indians from the New-York 
Miffonary Soctety. 


[Continued from page 274, and concluded. ] 


July 3d. ROPOSED going round to hold talks 
1800. in the feveral towns—expeéted Colbert 
togowith me. There are here a number of fick men 
from Orleans, moftly Kentucky people; not lefs than 
one thoufand annually pafs this way on their return from 
market. They go down the Mififippi with their pro- 
duce, then get horfesand return this way. Thofe who 
return after the 2oth of June, are generally fick ; thofe 
who come fooner are generally in very good health. 
Thofe who carry on this trade ought therefore to fend 
early. 
4th. Have been waiting all this week for James Col- 
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bert to go with me as interpreter; he was to have come 
on Tueiday, and is not ready yet ; has fick folks to attend, 
Within thefe few days ninety g: ‘Hons of rum have come 
into the nation, with ‘which I fuppofe 2co Indians will 
get drunk. Thus am IJ troubled. 

<n. This morning died here, Captain Chriftopher 
Chinafman, of good repute. Since he was thought dan- 
gerous, he has not ise en able to {fpeak; the other fick 
people are likely to recover. At the funeral, prayed and 
difcourfed to the people on the immortality of the foul, 
and the importance of providing in time for a happy 
eternity. Some ferious impreilions were vifible—feveral 
perfons feemed fond of hearing. My fon teaches reading 
and the catechifm—we both attend to get their lan- 
guage. 

6th. Retired to Chrittopher Oxbury’s, wifhing to en- 
gage him as interpreter. The houfe is on an ancient 
mound. The field, where was an encampment of about 
twelve acres, very rich. Here is an eminence of about 
tooo acres, which appears to have been an ifland, and 
thefe works a garrifon to fecure from invafion. From 
thefe works it is apparent they were a people more ins 
duftrious than the prefent Indians. This was confidered 
by Richard Hide, one of Blackbeard’s men, who lived 
in this nation, and died about fix years ago, the fineft 
place in the nation. 

sth. Affifted by Oxbury, held good talks with fome 
Siiagts here, which they liked to hear. Enconniead 
him to attend to the beloved fpeech which I gave him. 
He can read fome, and ts quick of apprehenfion. 

8th. Left Oxbury’s, and came to Wolfe’s friends ; 
was very kindly received with many profeffions of love, 
in which he appears finrere. He gave me his two 
youngeft boys, who he fays fhall come and live with 
me, and learn good things, when I get my family here. 
In our talks here with Wolfe’s friend and others pretent, 
was affifted by one of the negroes. 

Staid here generally till the 1th. 

The Chickafaw men are very effeminate and dreffy— 
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the head is, in a hot fummer day, bound with a hand- 
kerchief, over it a thick binding of fulled cloth, covered 
with broaches; to the nofe ang fix bobs, one in each 
ear, the outer curl of which is flit, and enraped in filver. 
One bunch of hair is tied on the top of the head,, to 
which is faftened, in feven locks, enclofed in filver and 
beads, the hair of a deer’s tail coloured red: this hangs 
over the face and eyes: the face is painted with ftreaks 
and {pots of red and black; the beard is pulled out; 
the neck adorned with a dozen flrings of beads of dif- 
ferent forts, befides a filk handkerchief; the arms and 
wrifts adorned with filver bands; the body and arms co- 
vered with a calico fhirt: the drefs of the lower limbs is 
various. The women have no covering or ornament 
on the head but that of nature, unlefsa little paint, and 
the hair clubbed behind with binding. The men have 
a bunch of white feathers faftened to the back part of 
the neck, and if a perfon of note, a black feather; and 
left the drefs or colouring fhould be diicompoted, carries 
his glafs in his pocket, or hanging to his fide. ; 

13th. Vifited Levi Kemp, who 1s fick: noticed their 
manner. A number of Indian doctors or witches were 

together; they conclude he is witch-fhot; they, there- 

fore, after wafhing him, caufed him to hie down on fkins 
on his back ; they then, in their turns, fuck and bite his 
fkin, beginning at his Solan. and extending on the 
face, neck, and tr unk, to the navel, profeffing, that in 
this way they can fuck out the witch ball. On my com- 
ing in, he foon retired with me into another apartment, 
where I informed him of the goodnefs, fulnefs, and 
power of Chrift, to which he liftened.  ~ 

14th. Preached from Actsiv. g2. Neither is there 
falvation in any other: To fhow the nature of falvation— 
the need of it—the fulnefs and certainty of it in Chrift 
was the defign. The people were ferioufly attentive ; 
Was more encouraged. 

6th. Removed to Mr. James Gun’s, where we expect 


to live by ourfelves; have agreat fenfe of the kindnefs of 
Mr. M‘Intofh. 
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17th. My fon having procured a houfe for the purpofe, 
has opened a {chool at Pontetok; was myfelf employed 
in reading, and talks, in which James Gun affifted me: 

18th. Went with Oxbury, the interpreter, to Wolfe’s 
friend’s; had a talk at his houfe: they appear friendly 
and fond of learning the doétrines and precepts of chrif- 
tianity, and of having their children learn reading. The 
{cholars learn well; Mr. Gun reads abundantly in the 
Bible, and Doddridge’s Rife and Progrefs, and other 
books. : 

19th. Am this day 49 years old; a few days and we 
go whence we return no more. This day was vifited by 
Samuel Seely, a half-breed, and a confiderable perfon 
among the Indians; to him I explained the ten com- 
mandments and the duty of prayer, to which he liftened: 
he can talk Englifh, and we have fhown him fomething 
of reading, and he has attended fermons; was invited 
to attend the eagle tail dance; it is an annual feflival 
they dance, fing, and drum through the night, and feaft 
inthe morning. ‘The chiefs attend and {moke, but do 
not dance. There isa {mall land turtle here, called ter- 
apin; the fhell of which, filled with gravel, ferves the 
young ladies, who intermix in this dance, as ornaments 
to the legs, and adds to the melody a grating found, 
though, in this inftance, moft of am” were ~ covered 
down to the feet with a callico petticoat. , 

2oth. What time could be fpared from talks {pent 
in preparation for the labours of to-morrow. My fon 
went on bufinefs to Levi Colbert’s. 

21ft. Preached from Proverbs xv. 3. The eyes of the 
Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the good. 
The defign was to fhow, that the Lord always fees us, 
and all we do, and that therefore we fhould always ftrive 
to pleafe him and truft in him. ‘To-dav, the negroes 
appeared to have the moft ferious impreffions of any who 


heard me. 
22d. Alone moft of the day; my fon came home at 


evening fick. 
24. th. Laft evening died Charles, fon of James Col- 
my after a diftrefling ficknefs; this day interred. Being 
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requefted, I attended on the occafion, and difcourfed to 
the people prefent, from Ifaiah xl. 6...4// flefh ts grafs, 
and all the goodline/s thereof is as the flower of the field. 
They were ferioufly affected—Returned. | 

28th. My fon’s ficknefs continues; was bled this 
morning; am much concerned forhim. Preached from 
Matthew xxii. 37. Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind. 
Towards evening my fon revived. Prayer is a natural 
duty; mine is, Lord rebuke his fever; fave him and he 
‘fhall live; thy will be done. _ 

Auguft oth. Vifited Levi Kemp, who has been fick : 
my fon went with me, was much bettered by riding. I 
explained to Levi the Chriftian religion—was particular 
in giving him an account of the refurrection of thebody, 
and a judgment tocome. To thefe things he liftened. 
We returned to our houfe. 

11th. Preached from John. 29. Behold the Lamb 
of God who taketh away the fin of the world. Attempted 
to fhow what it isto look to Chrift, and that in him is 
found the only remedy for fouls ruined by fin. It was 
a good day to us—baptized five negro fervants of James 
Gun: YVilliam, the father of the other four, appears to 
bea true difciple of Jefus; the children are teachable ; 
their mother is dead ; their mafter reads and prays with 
them; teaches them reading and catechifm. The ne- 
groes fay, it is a bleffed thing to have fuch a matter. 
There are other inftances in which baptifm is requefted, 
which cannot be gratified confiftent with my inftructions. 

12th. Had company inthe morning. We rode feven 
miles in the afternoon, and vifited feveral families ; were 
kindly received and entertained: thefe people appear 
overjoyed that the Great Father above has been gracious, 
and reftored my fon—laboured to recommend and en- 
force Chriftianity—ftaid at James Colbert’s, where we 
had a good time in converfation and in prayer with him 
and his family, who appear to delight tn ferving the Lord. 

13th. Vifited and catechifed James Gun’s family, and 
returned home. 
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14th. My fon continues to gain ftrength and appe+ 
tite: Deaths are frequent among children in this place; 
and the voice of mourning all around us. My people 
are every day coming to have talks: this makes me glad. 

18th. Preached from Jude 14. And Enoch alfo, the 
feveuth from Adam, prophefied of thefe, faying, Behold, the 
Lord cometh with ten thoufands of his faints. The defign 
was to fhow Chrift’s fecond coming ; the certainty, the 
manner and confequences of it. The moft ferious at- 
tention I have ever feen in this nation was vifible, both 
in time of fervice and after it was concluded; it was a 
refrefhing feafon, and to me, indeed, opportune, as I find 
my body and mind impaired by my late trials, and was 
yefterday labouring under difcouragements; am_per- 
fuaded God has here a work todo, anda people to fave. 

- 9th. Read fome—had opportunities to explain 

the Chriftian religion, and recommend its obfervance. 
Some black people came to me for directions how the 
Sabbath fhould be kept. | 

24th. Mr. Mitchell, agent for the Chaktaws, vifited 
me; appears friendly to the miffion, though not a man 
of religion; faid fome things to him of the neceffity of 
being religious. 

25th. Preached from 2 Cor.v.14. For the love of Chri? 
confiraineth us. ‘Took a kind leave of my congrega- 
tion, of white, black, and mixed people; they were feri- 
oufly attentive. Several {taid to afk what they fhould do ; 
am: happy that an increafing concern is here apparent 
for their fouls. Was yefterday informed, that a minifter 
had been fent to the Cherokees, who had got difcou- 
raged and gone back: if I am to be alone, the Lord 
give me ftrength. 

26th. Dilappointed of an interpreter to go with me 
to Wolfe’s friend and Big-Town, went to M‘Intofh’s, 
Colbert’s, and Gun’s. 

29th. George Colbert, a Chickafaw chief, called ina 
decent drefs, and lodged here. He informed me how he 
and his brother Levi had laboured to further the pious 
and benevolent defigns of the Society; that he, Levi, 
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and a number of others, wifh to learn good things: no 
get drunk, but work, make corn, cotton, cattle, hogs, 
&c. Wolfe’s friend made out his talks to-day; he fays, 
head men and warriors all wifh us to come back, if pof- 
fible, by April next. He alfo appointed two chief men 
to accompany us as far as Knoxville, and wifhed we 
might bein the holy keeping of the Great Father above. 

30th. Removed from Pontetok to Levi Colbert’s; 
have left fome books with friends Gun, Colbert, and 
Oxbury, who, I expect, will have good talks with the 
Indians. 

gift. At Levi Colbert’s; fomewhat out of health; Ia- 
boured to explain and enforce on their minds the truthand 
importance of revealed religion, to which they attended: 

September 1. Had no public fervice; had an oppor- 
tunity to imprefs on their minds a fenfe of the trutn and 
neceffity of religion, and of the fanctity of the Sabbath. 
This people have no fongs or poetry. 

2d. Waiting for Mr. Lewis-and our guides to the 
Cherokees. Mr. Lewis called on us; we took one talk 
to the Secretary at war, and one to Dr. Rodgers, from 
the Colbert’s. 

3d. Went to Billy Colbert’s and Long-Town; was 
unwell ; my Indian guides will be ready to-morrow; 
had good talks at Long-Town, affifted by Jofeph Un- 
derwood, a half-breed. 

4th. Sat out for the Cherokees, in company with 
Captains George and Chagniby, camped by a creek, 
and flept comfortably. 


sth. Went on a confiderable diftance, and encamped. 


Continue to be unwell. 

6th. Wenton; my fon unwell; fome Wild grapes re- 
vived him; he was better in the afternoon; had to pafs 
a terrible cane break and wind fall; had thunder and 
rain; got very wet. 

7th. Very unwell; could eat {carcely any thing; and 
was but poorly able to ride; at night came into a very 
fine country, and to a {pring branch of excellent water: 


here we camped ; the water did me much good, fo that 
I felt better. 
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- 8th. Somewhat unwell; had no meat, and fearcely 
any bread. Our red brothers have helped away with 
our provifions, and have much diminiihed our coffee 
and fugar. After attending worthip, and eating fuch as 
we had, we came on. This day we bought meat of a 
Creek hunter. 

oth, roth, 11th, and 12th. Continued to travel in the 
wildernefs. 

13th. Came to a houfe where we got bread, meat, 
and milk, which mightily ftrengthened us; went on—a 
heavy rain wet us; we camped and lay wet; our In- 
dian’ made usa fire. 

14th. Went onwet. This day, a negro, who found 
our fituation and bufinefs, fent us a good fupply of bread 
and meat, which was very timely, as we were weary, 
hungry, and faint in the wildernefs. Thefe negroes 
have been vifited with the outpouring of the {pirit of 
God, inducing them to worfhip him, to keep the Sab- 
bath day, and to be exemplary in their lives, while their 
mafters. remain in a carnal ftate. God exalts thofe of 
low degree, but the rich he fends away empty. At night 
we came to a houfe in Will’s- Town, where we were well 
fedand kindly entertained. 

15th. Waited on the council fitting. Here was a 
inecting of the four nations, and an annual feftival, called 
the Green Corn Daneg, I made known my miffion, and 
the love the council of New-York have for their Red 
Brothers. Mofes Price, a Cherokee half-breed, affifted me 
asinterpreter. They replied, to hear thefe things makes 
us glad, but our national bufinefs does not allow us lei- 
{ure to worfhip now—we retired to one Alexander 
Campbell’s. Here we kept Sabbath in retirement. 

16th. Attended the council; thefe people are hofpt- 
table, but, in other refpcects, not very agreeable. 

17th. Was unwell; there appears but little hope 
of any confiderable good being done here at pre- 
fent. A minifter to refide here might foon gain their 
confidence. In language and morals they are very dif- 
ferent from the Chickafaws. 
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18th. Rainy in the morning ; went with a Mr. Rofs 
23 miles, a wildernefs, and hac much rain; came to 
one Woodward’s very wet and unwell. Slept here on 
blankets by a fire. 

19th. Went feven miles; were kindly attended tot 
here we ftaid; the horfes unfit forthe journey, and fick 


myfelf; had fome good talks here, affifted by Rofs. 
22d. Our Indians came to us; had no public fervice. 


23d. Came on, yet unwell; found my flefh and 


ftrength much gone: thefe fatigues and hardfhips have 
brought me low; my fon endures much better than my 
fears. 

24th. Rainy; came to the houfe of one William 
Springftone, a white man; here we ftaid, and were well 
lodged and fed ; here we found a bed and fheets to lie 
in, a favour which we have not had fince we left Cumé¢ 
berland Jaft May, for which I find caufe to blefs God, as 
I much needed it in this my weak ftate of body and mind. 
After refting here I felt better. . 

25th. Fair weather; came to one Coody’s. Here 
hadiome good talks, which were liftened to. Thefe peo- 
ple are in habits of neglecting religion, and are nh 
Here too we had beds to he on, a great refrefhment; 
fince my fon’s ficknefs, my bones have been much pain- 
ed with hard lodgings; before that, being in good 
fieth, I perceived Jets inconvenience. — 

26th. Sat out in hopes to gain Telico Block-houfe, 
but my fon’s horfe failed fo much, that we were again 
obliged to camp out; unwell, and poorly fupplied. 

27th. Came on as far as Telico Block-houfe. Here 
we dined. After drinking one gill of peach brandy, 
which greatly revived us, to find dinner provided “in 
white people’s way, and to fee and converfe with them, 
afforded unfpeakable fatisfaction, after {pending nearly 
five months in the wildernefs, among Indians and Indian 
country folks. After dinner, we came on to the houfe 
of Mathew Wallace, E{q. fren miles. 

28th. Quite unwell; concluded to ftay here till next 
week, thefe appear to be fober Chriftian people, well 
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informed—find much pleafure in their converfation— 
the worfhip of God is ftatedly obferved in the family. 
While at Will’s-Town, a Cherokee woman appeared be- 
fore the Council, and gave in her teftimony againft the 
polygamy and divorce fo common among Indians ; ; her 
talk was much thought of, and will, it is hoped, have 
fome good effect. 

29th. Preached from 1 Peter. 7. Unto you, there- 


fore, which believe, he is precious: but unto them which be 


difobedtent, the fione which the builders difallowed, the 


fame ts made thé head of the corner. This people were 


deftitute of a minifter; were ferioufly attentive; appear 
glad to hear preaching; made a imall contribution; re- 
quefted me to ftay at leaft one Sabbath more; was fo 
weak as to be fcarcely able to {peak fo as to be heard ; 
was much exhaufted after {peaking. 

3oth. Continue here, yet unwell. 

October 1ft. Went to Mr. Blackburn’s, Maryville. 
Mr. Blackburn 1s faid to be a zealous, able preacher, and 
an exemplary man; there are more than 300 communi- 
cants in his church: here we lodged, and were happy in 
our fituation and company. 

2d. Procured our horfes to be fhod, and proceeded to 
Knoxville, where we ftaid: here we became acquainted 
with a Mr. Fifk, late from Dartmouth College. Col. 
Henley received ahd entertained us in the politeft man- 
ner. 

3d. Rainy. Col. Ramfay conducted us to his houfe, 
where we ftaid, and were kindly entertained till the 8th. 
Preached on the Sabbath; my health 1s better, and our 
horfes are recruited, fo that we hope we may go on: 
this week were impeded by rains, which came every day 
but one, fo we came only to Green County, to Mr. 
Balch’s; here we kept Sabbath, and received the facra- 
ment; feveral minifters were prefent. The difficulties here 
have, in a great meafure, fubfided; the meeting-houte 
is large, but not fufficient for the people ; : numbers were 
unable.to get in, fo ftaid at thedoors. Being requefted, 
J difcourfed from thofe words; Phileut. 5. Let this mind 
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be in jou, which was alfo in Chrift Fefus. Went on this 
week as far asthe Royal Oak, :n Wafhington County, 
Virginia. 

20th. Preached from Johnin.7. Ye muft be born 
again. There are here a number of Chriftian people. 
Rev. Mr. Crafford, who is the neareft minifter, direéted 
me here. This week we came on to Botetourt County; 
here kept Sabbath, and preached: this week we came 
on to the Rev. Mr. Wilfon’s, in Augufta County, of 
whofe kindnefs I have a great fenfe. 

November 3d. Preached from Col. 1. 19. For it pleafed 
the Father that in him fhould all fulnefs dwell. My health 
better : came this week to Miller’s-Town; here we at- 
tended meeting; Mr. Paxton preached, and alfo Mr., 
Laird,a candidate. Came this week to Gen. Brearly’s, in 
New-Jerfey: here was no meeting to attend; the day 
was {pent in retirement, and on the 2zoth of November 
we came to New-York, and on the laft day of Novem- 
ber we came home; found occafion to rejoice in that 
soodnefs which had preferved us all, in our long abfence 
from each other, to meet in comfortable health to praife 
his name. 











An Account if the Revival of Religion at Bridgehampton, 
communicated ina Letter from the Rev. Aaron W ool- 
worth to the Publifner. 


Bridgehampton, Aug. 12, 1800. 
Dear Sir, 


EMBRACE this opportunity to furnifh you with 

fome more particular account of the work of God 
in this place, laft winter and fpring. It has, indeed, 
been glorious. ‘* The Lord hath done great things for 
us, whereof we are glad.” ‘The attention began to be 
confiderable the beginning of November. Before this, 
and as early as the preceding July or Augutft, there were 
manifeft appearances of {pecial ferioufnefs upon the 
minds of a few ‘adiliduals Perhaps previous to the 
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month of November there had three or ‘four inftarices 
of hopeful converfion taken place, and a fomewhat 
Jarger number of perfons appeared under convicton. 

From this time our weekly meetings for prayer and 
chriftian conference, which had been kept up principally 
through the fummer preceding, Began to be more fre- 
guented. About the laft of November, or the begin- 
ning of December, there was a more rapid increafe in the 
attention, both as to the extent and folemnity of it, 
Our affemblies on the Lord’s-day were much more full 
and folemn ; and the conference meetings, which, inftead 
of once, were now attended twice in the week, were 
crowded. ‘The work continued to fpread through the 
month of December, when the glorious cloud of divine 
influence feemed to encircle the whole congregation. 

On New-year’s day we attended public worfhip im 
the afternoon and evening. At each fervice the houfe 
of God was much thronged; and an univerfal, eager, 
and profoundly filent attention to the word preached, 
ftrongly marked the deep folemnity of the audience. 


Never before did_we—witnefs fuch a New-year’s day. Y 


The Lord was manifeftly and powerfully prefent. Num- 
bers were hopefully brought into the liberty of the gof- 
pel, and filled with joy and peace in believing, and many 
others made the fubjects of that folicitude about their 
falvation, which continued with them till they obtained 
hope of their reconciliation to God. Subfequent to this 
it was found, that no private houfes would contain the 
people who flocked to conferences, even though there 
were two or three meetings at the fame time; of courfe, 
our appointments were afterwards made in the church. 
For nearly three weeks public worfhip was attended 
every evening, and the houfe of God was, in common, 
much more crowded than it ufed formerly to be, even 
on the Lord’s-day. Many, who lived at the diftance of 
two and three miles, were conftant attendants. 

The things of religion appeared to engrofs the minds 
of all claffes. Such as had been at the greateft remove 


from ferious confideration, were folemnly awakened, and 
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the ftotit-hearted made to bow under fearful apprehen- 


fions of the wrath to come. Among finners the com- 


mon inquiry was; ‘* What fhall we do to be faved?” 
The care of the foul was confidered as indeed the one 
thing needful. Worldly bufinefs, beyond what was im- 
mediately neceflary, was; in a great meafure, laid afide, 
and made to give place to the concerns and interefts of 
eternity. Much time was fpent in vifiting from houfe 
to houfe, and religious converfation might. properly be. 
faid to be the order of the day. Little elfe was to be 
heard in any circle. Many were mourning under a pe- 
netrating fenfe of the wretchednefs and danger of their 
ftate as finners, and not a few rejoicing in the grace of 
the gofpel.. This was the ftate of things through the 
months of January, February, and March:. In the 
month of April, the ardour of the attention appeared, in 
fome meafure,; toabate. The habitual ferioufnefs, how- 
ever, remained much the fame as before, and continues, 
in a-good meafure, to the prefent time. Confiderable 
numbers {till appear under deep and genuine conviction. 

Perfons of almoft every age, from 65 down to 10.0r 
12 years; have apparently been fubjeéts of the. work. 
Children from 10 years old have been much awakened, 
and fome of them have given evidence of a faving change. 
Thofe who have exhibited the moft fatisfactory reafon 
of their hope, have generally been from 16 to 40 years 
of age. There have confiderably rifing of a hundred 
obtained hope of their faving intereft in Chrift, befides a 
pretty large number of backfliders, who have returned 
to Zion, hopefully in the way of true humiliation, and 
have been much comforted. Fifty have joined the 
church, and others are about coming forward. 

Under conviction, the fubjects of the work have, in 
general, been made deeply fenfibly of their utterly loft 
eftate by nature. They complain much of hard hearts 
and blind minds. When thus reduced to felf-defpair, 
they have ufually experienced divine manifeftations. 
Thefe manifeftations have, in fome inftances, been im- 
mediate and clear at firft, and connected with great fen- 
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fible joy, and peace in God and divine things, but moieé 
commonly they have been flow and progreffive, The 
perfon has felt an unufual calm, and experienced a de. 
gree of inward peace and fatisfaction in a view of the 
things of God. But thefe exercifes have not been fuch 
as to bring in fatisfying evidence of their being new crea- 
tures at firft; they have rather been fearing the lofs of 
their convictions. Many have continued in this ftate 
for a confiderable time (fome for weeks) without any ap- 
prehenfions of their being the fubjects of renewing grace, 
This has been the cafe till the increate of light, and com- 
paring their exercifes with the word of God, have lead 
them to a comfortable hope of their good eftate. 
Through the whole of this remarkable ferioufnefs, 
much regularity has been obferveds A good degree of 
order and decency has marked its rife and progrefs, and 
it has been attended with much outward peace and har- 
mony of fentiment: no oppofition has appeared. Satan 
has not been permitted to get advantage againft us, by 
exciting a {pint of rafh judging, or cenforiots {peaking 
one of another. From the beginning, every body feemed 
convinced and difpofed to acknowledge, that what they 
{aw was indeed the work of God. Its effects have been 
moft falutary: the veftiges of {cepticifm and infidelity 
were {wept away by it; and differences and prejudices, 
which had long interrupted the peace of fociety, were 
happily healed. Brotherly love, which has all along 
abounded, {till continues. It remarkably put an end 
to complaints again{ft the hard doctrines of the gofpel ; 
fuch as the total depravity of the human heart, fovereign 
grace, &c. There was no danger of giving difguft, by 
preaching thefe dodirines too plainly; the truth of them 
could not be denied, whilft the power of them was fo 
deeply and manitfeftly experienced. The moral reforma- 
tion has alfo been, in fome good meature, fuch as we 
could wifh. Taverns, and other places of diffipation 
and vanity, which ufed to be frequented, are deferted. 
The noveland the romance are exchanged for the Bible, 
and other books, calculated to furnifh the moft ufetul 
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knowledge, and improve the heart in habits of virtue 
and piety. The houfe of God is {till the place of gene- 
ral refort ; and the Sabbaths of the Lord. are devoutly 
reverenced and confcientioufly obferved. Family relt- 
gion, in its various branches, I have reafon to believe, is 
tenfold more attended to than heretofore; and thefe 
principles of piety, and the fear of the Lord, have no 
{ml influence upon the relative duties of life, which 
are much more regularly performed than before the 
times of refrefhing, which have recently pafled, and are 
now paffing over us. Such habitual alterations of cha- 
racter appear in many individuals, and the general ftate 
of fociety among us as bear an honourable teftimony to 
the truth and importance of experimental religion, 
Many who have obtained hope complain much of the 
etievous corruption of their hearts, and their want of 
fenfible chriftian comfort, but ftill appear engaged to 
prefs forward in the ways of the Lord. As yet I know 
of no inftances which look like apoftacy, though it is to 
be feared that all will not endure to the end, and be 
faved. 

I would juft add, that this revival of religion ap- 
pears to have taken place in anfwer to prayer, Previ- 
oufly to it, the {tate of religion among us was exceed- 
ing her, and had been fo for many years; but in the 
preceding Apnil, by certain communications refpecting 
the revivals of religion in Conneéticut, and fome other 
concurring circumf{tances, a fmall number of Chriftians 
appeared defirous of attending meetings of {pecial 
prayer for Zion. Such meetings were accordingly intro- 
duced, and attended every week, They were kept up 
through the fummer, but few, fometimes not more than 
10 or 15, attended. Thefe meetings were, however, 
made edifying, and an unufual {pirit of prayer feemed to 
be granted. Though no fpecial outward encouragement 
appeared, for a confiderable tine, they were continued 
till it pleafed God to hear and anfwer in the fignal man- 
ner which has been ftated. Herein he hath ‘elorioutly r 
manifefted himfelf a prayer-hearing God, and ektitbired, 
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according to his word, the fufficient reafon which his 
people have, even in the darkeft feafons, perfeveringly 
to wait upon him in this way of his own appointment— 
in due time they may expect to reap if they faint not, 

There has alfo, for a number of months, exifted a 
very confiderable revival of religion in a {mall congrega- 
tion, calle]! Middletown, about forty miles weftward of 
this, and in Coram, a fociety adjoining. I vifited and 
{pent fome time with them in May. There was a very 
great and unufual engagednefs manifefted to hear the 
preaching of the word. Though the feafon was very 
hurrying, multitudes flocked for many miles round to 
attend divine fervice, once, twice, and even three times 
aday. TI alio vifited them again about two wecks ago, 
and found the fame fpirit prevalent, though, perhaps, 
not attended with altogether fo much engagednefs as be- 
fore. The ferioufnefs there has appeared, in general, 
much asin this place. Between forty and fifty have ob- 
tained hope, and about thirty have joined the Church. 
The change which it hath effected in the face of things, 
is truly furprifing. For a number of years religion had 
greatly declined. In the beginning of the year 1799, they 
loft their minifter, deacons, and a number of other moft 
active and influential characters, by death. There ap- 
peared no evidence that thefe awful judgments were 
fanctified. On the contrary, iniquity more abounded, 
and the love of many waxed cold. But, by the late in- 
terpofition of divine grace, thefe defolations are happily 
repaired. The profpects of the profperity of the Church 
are now animating. The revival has been hitherto at- 
tended with a {pirit of union, and is connected witha 
great and general reformation of manners. 

Among a {mall tribe of Indians, at a place called Cold 
Spring, under the care of Paul, an Indian minifter, there 
has alfo of late been a great awakening, and it ftill con- 
tinues in a good degree. At Huntington, Southold, and 
fome other places on the tfland, there have been, and 
are at prefent, hopeful appearances of the revival of reli- 
gion. On the whole, it may be prefumed, that there 
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has not been a time, for many years, in which there were 
{o many tokens for good reipecting Zion, in the churches 
in this quarter, as at prefent. May the work of God go 
on and profper. Verily, when the Lord builds up Zion, 
he appears.in hisglory. I am, with refpedt, yours, &c, 


AARON WOOLWORTH, 


a 











To the Evitor of the Misstonary MAGAZINE, 
SIR, 


You have gratified many of your readers, by publifhing the 
ferious addrefjes of the Indian chiefs to Mr. Holmes. 
As nothing of that kind can be uninterefiing to the friends 
of Miffions, I now fend you a complimentary [peech, de- 
livered by Captain Hendrick, in behalf of his people, in 
the fummer of 1798, to the fame perfon. Itisa talr 
truly in the Indian ftyle, and expreffes, by the frongeft 
and moft appropriate figures, their hofpitality to the 
weary traveller, and [ympathy with one whofe foul was 
bowed down under the diftreffes which the peftilence was 


then producing inthe city where he had left his relatives 
and friends, (. 


Father, attend! 


¥ TI is by the goodnefs of the Great Good Spirit we are 

allowed to meet together at this time. We rejoice, 
that by the goodnefs of the fame Spirit you have been 
preferved during your abfence, that he has again put it 
in your mind to pay us another vifit, and find us all in 
health. But when we look at you, we fee your tears 
flowing down from your eyes, on account of the difficul- 
ties and darknefs being on the fea and on the fhore.* 
I now, according to the cuftom of our anceftors, ftretch 
forth my hand, and wipe off your tears, that you may fee 
your children clearly. 


* “ Difficulties and darkness being on the sea,” are significant of 


wars and tumult—and, * on the shore,” the prevalency of epidemic 
disorder and death. 
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Andas the duft is always driven on the way by the 
wind from almoft every direétion, and by the found of 
the flying birds, we fee your ears are almoft ftopt up; I 
now ftretch forth my hand and cleanfe them, that you 
may hear diftin@ly. Set your heart aright, and loofen 
your tongue, that you may be enabled to {peak to your 
children with deliberation. 

Father, having done thefe, we fee your feet and legs 
are muddy, on account of the long journey you have 
taken from your fire- place; I again ftretch forth my 
hand, and wipe off the mud, and wath them clean ; but, 
while I am wafhine, I difcover fome briers and thorns 
in your feet, and pull them out; then [ take the gourd 
fhell our anceftors ufed to have, which contains: the heal- 
ing oil, and oil your feet and legs, fo you can with eafe 
walk about by the fide of our fire-place, and our houfe 
is {wept clean, and the bed in it is fixed in order; you 
can fit, fmoke, and talk with your children. You are 
heartily welcome to enter into our town, to our houfes, 
and our ears are open to hear you. 

- Six ftrings of wampum delivered. 
A true copy, by Jouw QuINNEY, 





ss 








Letter from the Rev. Elkanah Holmes, to the Secretary. 
of the New-York Miffionary Society. 


Utica, or Fort-Schuyler, July 30, 1809, 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


ITHERTO the Lord has helped me, [I arrived 

at New-Stockbridge the 23d inftant, waited firft 

on the Rev. John Sergeant; was kindly received, and 

politely treated by him and his worthy {poute, and very 

refpeCtable children, during my ftay in the town. Im- 

mediately I made known to him my bufinefs, prefented 

my credentials, inftructions and other papers, at which 

he manifefted entire fatisfaction, and gave me encourage- 
ment, that he would affidt me all that lay in his power. 

As my firft object was to procure an interpreter, being 
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convinced that it would be in vain to pretend to talk 
without a tongue; I went, according to Mr. Sergeant’s 
advice (he being unwell), to vifit Captain Hendrick, 
one of the Sachems of the Muhheconnuk nation, com- 
municated to him my miffion, and requefted his counfel 
and affiftance. = 

He agreed to go with me the next morning fo the 
Tufcarora village, to fee if we could procure Captain 
Nicholas Cufock to accompany me as an interpreter ; 
accordingly we went, obtained his confent to yo and 
advife with Mr. Sergeant in theafternoon—he did: the 
refult of which, and feveral other particulars, fee Mr. 
Sergeant’s letter to you, that accompanies this. 

The fame day, in the afternoon, the Sachems and 
Counfellors of the tribe, befides a confiderable number 
of the Indians, both male and female, met together at 
their meeting-houfe. I delivereda letter to them from 
the New-York Baptift Affociation. Mr. Sergeant reac 
it to them, and then Hendrick interpreted it. I re- 
quefted their affiftance and advice; they agreed to take 
it into confideration, and give me an anfwer. 

Upon the requeft or Mr. Sergeant, I attempted to 
preach; one of their Counfellors (John Quinney) inter- 
preted. I alfo preached for them the next day, and 
twice on the Lord’s-day. On Saturday and the Sabbath 
evenings, I preached to the Tufcaroras; and twice I have 
preached to the Brother-Town Indians. 

On Lord’s-day evening (they keep Saturday evening 
as holy time) the Stockbridge Indians held a council, 
and fent to the Oneida’s, as they have made a covenant, 
that neither of them fhall tranfact any important matter 
with any tribe, without confulting each other. 

In confequence of which, the next morning two of 
the Oneida chiefs, with an interpreter, came up to New- 
Stockbridge, and held a council with the chiefs of that 
town, and then fent a meflenger to me, defiring that I 
would attend. I went, and was feated before the pul- 
pit. After a few minutes paufe, one of the Oneida chiefs 
addrefled me—it being interpreted to me; the purport 
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of it was, that they thanked the Great Good Spirit, that 
he had brought us together once more 1n health; and as 
they underftood I was willi ing to go and vifit their bro- 
thers in the wildernefs, to tell them the mind and will 
of the Good Spirit, they thanked me, and wifhed me 
a pleafant journey and fafe return. 

I then arofe, and replied in the beft manner I was ca- 
pable of, and fat down. After what I faid was interpreted 
to them, the fame chief addreffed the Sachems and 
chiefs of New-Stockbridge, and delivered by their in- 
terpreter, fix ftrings of wampum, to them when their 
{peech was interpreted. 

Hendrick, who received the wampum, laid it down 
by his fide, and, after a few minutes paufe, replied ; 
and, while addreffing the Oneida chiefs, took up fix other 
ftrings of wampum, holding them up with histhumb and 
finger until he concluded, and then laid them down 
with the other ftrings. When the interpreter had done 
interpreting his fpeech to the Oneida chiefs, Hendrick 
then read, and delivered to me the inclofed addrefs, and 
then took up and read the talk that the Stockbridge and 
Oneida chiefs had agreed to fend to the Senecas ; and 
the ftrings of wampum that each nation had prepared to 
fend with the talk he took up and tied together, and 
explained it to me, and informed me, that as the talk to 
the Senecas was but roughly drawn, they wifhed to cor- 
rect it, and write it more fair and plain ; and the {peeches 
made by the Oneida and Muhheconnuk chiefs to each 
other he would tranflate, and that thay had agreed to re- 
gueft Mr. Sergeant* to write to Mr. Chippen, Superin- 
tendant of Indian affairs in the Seneca country; and 
that he, 7.e. Hendrick, intended to write letters to two 
principal Indian chiefs of the Seneca nation, with whom 
he is well acquainted, in my behalf, and fend them to 
me at Fort-Stanwix, by Captain Cufock, next Mon- 
day, who isto meet me there on that day, for he cannot 
get ready before. 

You may, therefore, depend upon my tran{mitting to 


* Mr, Sergeant was under a necessity to be from home. 
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you copies of the whole, as foon as it is in my power, 
perhaps before we fet out from Fort-Stanwix, to go to 
Ofwego. 

Thus far, dear Sir, I have proceeded, and thus far, 
through the goodnefs of God, I have fucceeded. I have 
obtained every thing as yet that I could expect, and 
more than I expected when I attempted. The Oneida 
and Stockbridge Indians have exerted themfelves to af- 
fift me. I expect that what they have done to intro- 
duce me to the Indian tribes, will anfwer a better pur- 
pofe, and be of more fervice to me, than all the white 
men in the United States could have done. 

As Iam now, through the mercy of the Lord, in as 
perfect a ftate of health as ever I was in my life, my 
profpects fo encouraging, I long to be going further on 
my way. I am only now waiting for my interpreter to 
get ready: I confefs that my greateft unhappinefs is, 
that I have to linger; my foul’s defire is to be with the 
Indians. I cannot but hope the Lord will be with me, 
and blefs me when lam among them. Every thing at 
prefent is flattering, bleffed be God. 

I muft continue Cufock with me during my travels 
among the Indians. I wifh to know the mind of the 
Directors upon the fubyect as foon as poffible, that I may 
communicate it to him. 

Now, my dear brother and friend, I expect that you 
and others of my brethren will continue (as you have 
done) to bear me upon your mind at the throne of grace. 

Finally, dearly beloved in the Lord Jefus, that you 
may profper in Zion’s caufe, and in every attempt to 
promote it among the heathen, and elfewhere—may 
the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift be with you all. 
Amen. Jam, dear Sir, yours refpectfully, 

ELKANAH HOLMES. 


_P.S. fend the following letter to me, which was in- 
dited by the chief, and tranfcribed by his fon, that it 
may be known that there are Indians that know fome- 


thing as well as white people. The author of it is a 
Vou. I, No. 6. 
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truly religious man, a principal chief, and who is called 
a peace-maker of Brother-Town. 
‘© Dear Brother, 

*“ THE Lord our God has once more brought you 
up here in our town; though we live at fuch a dif- 
tance, yet we are permitted to fee one another this fide 
the gfave. Dear Sir, you are welcome in this our town, 
and you are welcome in my houfe; and I do rejoice'to 
fee you have fuch regard and pity for poor Indians. I 
hope you will be the means of doing much good amongft 
us In this part of the land. As you are about to go and 
vifit my poor brethren, the weftern tribes of Indians, I 
pray the Lord Jefus, our God, will profper and protect 
you on your journey thither, and blefs your endeavours 
to preach the gofpel of Chrift amongft them. I hope 
you will be the means of the conviction and converfion 
of many poor inhabitants of the wildernefs. 

* | am glad that the Lord our God has put into the 
hearts of the Americans to fend Miffionary amongft 
the Indians. TI am likewile very thankful, that the Af- 
fociation of New-York thinks of us yet in this town. 
Dear Brother, I beg of you, that you would inform the 
Miffion Society, that I give them a thoufand thanks, 
that they have taken up fuch honourable work 1n fend- 
ing a Miffionary among my poor benighted brethren in 
the wildernefs. As they now begin, I hope they will 
keep on that good work; I fay good work, yes, I believe 
it is honourable and commendable. I hope and pray, 
that their endeavours, to fpread the gofpel of Chrift 
amongft my heathen brethren, will be bleft: therefore, 
dear brother, I bid you God {peed, both in your fpi- 
ritual and temporal journey. Be courageous and vali- 
ant in the fervice of your Captain of your falvation. 1 
commit you to the care and protection of our common 
Father, and I pray that he will give you wifdom, grace, 
and aid of his fpirit wherefoever you attempt to preach 
the eofpel of Chrift amoneft them, 1s the prayer of your 
affectionate friend and brother, 


“ DAVID FOWLER.” 
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Addrefs, in Behalf of the Muhheconnuk Nation, to the 
Rev. Elkanak Holmes. 


Father, attend! . 


E feel ourfelves happy, that, by the goodnefs of 

the Great Good Spirit, we are allowed to fee 

another good day, and to fee one another’s faces, and 
that we are all well, 

Father, while our heads were hanging down by the 
fide of our fire-place, and almoft difcouraged to think 
whether we fhould ever fee you again, we heard the tound 
of your feet walking on the good path we lately made ; 
aii when welifted up oureyes we faw you coming In with 
a {miling countenance, as ufual, which gladdened our 
hearts; then we fhook hands with you for joy, that you 
did not forget your poor children, nor the covenant of 
friendfhip which has been made between our nation 
and our brothers, the affociation to which you belong. 

Father, after we got together, you delivered the talk 
which our good brothers fent to us by you. Weare very 
glad that they are ftill holding faft the chain of friend- 
fhip with us, and that their compaffionate feelings ftill 
continue toward us, and towards our poor brothers inthe 
wildernefs; and alfo rejoice to hear that you have feen 
your way more clear, after you had gone through many 
dark and heavy clouds; that by the permiffion of the 
Great and Good Spirit, you have travelled on our path 
thus far, and that you go at the requeft of your good 
brothers, the Affociation, together with that of the Mif- 
fionary Society. As our brothers told us in their talk, 
that you wifh to go beyond our fire-place amongt{t fome 
of the weftern tribes, they hope we will favour your good 
intentions, and help you by our counfel and affiftance. 

Father, according to the detire of our brothers, we are 
willing to favour your good intentions, and to help you 
by our counfel and affiftance acc ording to our capacity. 
Would our fituation conveniently permit, we might, 
fome of us perfonally go with you to introduce you 
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amongft our brethren of the different tribes; but fince 
itis otherwife, we think it would be as well to fend our 
talk, with wampum, by your interpreter, to the tribes 
to which you may come, making known our acquaint- 
ance with you, and the motive of your vifiting them. 
Alfo, we think it would be well, whenever you come 
to a town or village of any of thefe tribes, in the firft 
place you muft go with your interpreter, and fee the 


chief or chiefs, call for counfel, and give a complimenta- 


ry {peech, and explain your miffion as plain and {hort 
a you can, and then wait for their anfwer: and we 
mui{t remind you of one thing more, though it feems but 
a {mall thing; but knowing ‘the difpofitions of heathen 
nations, you muft fix your mind upon it at all times while 
you fhall be amoneft them; take willingly any thing eat- 
able laid before you; you mut not manifeft any flight- 
nefs or indifpofednefs for not being dreffed clean. 

Father, you have already diftributed to us the good 
word feveral times fince your arrival here, for which we 
heartily thank you; and as you are about to take up 
your pack for a long journey, we with you the kind pro- 
tection of the Great Good Spirit, and that he may profper 
your good and important undertaking. That you may 
be the inftrument of bringing many poor Indians, from 
darknefs to marvellous light ; and, in due time, return 
home fafe to your friends “and employers, giving them a 
pleafing relation of your journey. Farewell. 


Jojeph Shauquethqueat. 
Hendrick Aupaumut. 
, ( David Nefhonuhhuk. 
CouNSELLORS. Fofeph Quinney. 
i] Fohn Quinney. 
Solomon Quauquanchmut. 
; John Wautuhq naut. 


SACHEMS. / 


OwLs. 


New-Stockbridge, Fuly 28, 1800. 
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LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING. 


May 14, 15, and 16, 1800. 
N Wednefday morning, Mr. Ebenezer Brown, of 
Inverkeithing, preached in Surry chapel, from 
2fjor. Vv. 14. For the love of Chrift con{traineth_us,” 
&c. Mr. Ray, of Sudbury, on the fame evening, preach- 
ed in the tabernacle, from Gen. xxi. 18. “ And in thy 
feed fhall all the nations of the earth be bleffed.””. On 
Thurfday evening, Mr. Grove preached in Totten- 
ham-Court chapel, from Luke xxiv. 47. “ And that 
repentance and remiffion of fins fhould be preached 1 in 

his name among all nations, beginning at Jerufalem.”’ 
And on Friday morning, Mr. W. Williams, of -~High 
Wycomb, Bucks, preached in the parifh church of St. 

Leonard, on Pfal. 11. 8. “* Afk of me,” &c. 

The meetings for the difpatch of public bufinefs were 
all held at the Rev. Mr. Brookfbank’s meeting-houfe, 
Haberdafher’s-Hall. The firft meeting was on Wed- 
nefday afternoon, at half paft three, Mr. Hardcatftle in 
the chair. After prayer for the divine bieffing, the mi- 
nutes of the laft annual meeting were read, as alfo the 
original plan of the Society. The report of the proceed- 
ings of the Directors during the laft year was read by 
Mr. Shrubfole, and approved ; and the thanks of the 
Society were voted to the Treaturer and Secretary. 

The fecond meeting was held on Thurfday morning, 
at ten o'clock, forthe purpote of choofing Direétors, in- 
ftead of thofe who go out. 

A very important object was now brought forward. It 
was propofed, and unanimoufly refolved, that a large 
edition of the New Teftament in French, be printed, 
and circulated, as circumftances may admit, throughout 
France, Belgium, and other countries where the French 
language j is underftood. A differtation on the in{pira- 
ration of the New Teftament, and the evidences of 


Chriftianity, is to be prefixed. This propofal, to dif- 


ee 


; 
. 
4, 
cae 
ae 
} ? 
’ 
+, 
<a 
Pe 
a 
vd 
i 
a 
_¢ ? 
.4 
rh 
gh 
¥ 
: 2 
fy, 
‘a. 
A 
‘ + 
i 
: > 


$, 

aie 
i 
* 











oe ee Lo eet OS ye 
Fn ee, in ee ¥ 
——— “tice tia. = 


ee ae 
rod é “ 


2 1 Ce 
a ee 4 














390 : Retigious Intelligence. 


fufe the fcripture in nations where the genuine word of 
God has long been withheld from the majority of the 
people, proved highly acceptable to the Society ; and we 
doubt not will be accompanied by the prayers of our 
Britifh Ifrael. 

The third and laft meeting of the Society was on 
Friday afternoon. The plan of a Miffionary Seminary, 
which had been the frequent fubjeét of confideration 
among the Directors, was introduced, after a fuitable 
addrefs, upon the expediency of fuch a meafure, by the 
Rev. Mr. Waugh. This meafure was alio highly ap- 
proved and unanimoufly adopted by the whole body, 
and affords us a pleafing profpect, that the Society will 
hereby be furnifhed with a number of valuable Miffion- 
aries, well qualified to preach the everlafting gofpel 
among the more polifhed nations of the heathen world, 
A fum not exceeding 5ool. per annum, was voted for 
this inflitution; and we are happy to add, that Mr. 
Haldane, of Edinburgh, and Mr. R. Spear, of Manchef~ 
ter, have liberally offered sool. to the Society for the 
fame ufeful purpofe. 

Several new miffions to the heathen were warmly re- 
commended to the Society, and by them referred to the 
Directors, who are empowered to carry them into exe- 
cution, if circumiftances admit. 

We conclude this account with obferving, that the 
various meetings for public worfhip on this occafion, were 
as numeroufly attended as ever, the number of munif- 
ters equally great, and all the proceedings of the Society 
conducted with the moft perfect harmony. 





Monday, the fifth of laft month, twelve Miffionaries 
left London for Port{mouth, to proceed on board the 
Royal Admiral, Captain W. Wilfon. Two of them were 
ph and the whole defignated at Mr. Griffin’s 

On the ioth of laft month, Mefirs. Anderfon and 
Read, and two Dutchmen, left London, to fail on 
board the Marquis of Wellefley,, Captain Gordon (the 
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former owner of the fhip Duff), to the Cape, to join the 
South African Miffionaries, which, after proceeding down 
the Channel, was obliged, with the Royal Admiral, to 
return to St. Helen’s through contrary winds. 





Interehing Intelligence from Otaheite and Port-fackfon. 
Diftri& of Matavai, Otaheite, Fan. 13, 1800. 


DEAR BROTHER, 


LEASE to communicate to the Directors of the 
Miffionary Society, that on Wednefday, January 
1, 1800, failed out of Matavai-Bay, for Port-Jackfon, 
in New-South-Wales, the fhip Besfey, of London, 
O. Clark, commander, with a Spanifh brig, her prize; 
and that, on January 4, the £/:za, of London, Captain 
M. Swain, came in fight, and anchored in the bay on the 
following day. ' By the Bet/ey we tran{mitted you, for 
the Directors, a letter, informing you therein, fomewhat 
largely of our prefent circumttaices, which letter Cap- 
tain Clark will forward from Port-Jackfon, by the moft 
expeditious conveyance. We will, in this, tranfcribe a 
few particulars of it, fo that you may know our prefent 
fituation. 

1. * Through the tender mercies of God, we at this 
time enjoy good health of body, peaceable habitations, 
and unmolefted means of grace. 

2. * We have made what we think, confidering the 
difficulties we have had to cope with, a tolerable pro- 
ficiency in the language of the country, fome more than 


others, but none of us enough to preach the gofpel of 


Jefus Chrift ina public manner; though, from what has 
been {aid from time to time, few of the natives around 
us but perceive a great difference between Chriftianity 
and Heatheniim; but their union with their abomina- 
ble practices is too clofe to be diffolved by any other ar- 
euments than thofe which the {pirit of God imprefies 
upon the mind, or the change which the mighty power 
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of God effeéts; which power hath not yet been put 
forth for the awakening of one poor heathen. 

3. ‘© We have been witnefles to fome ferious difpen- 
fations of God, both among the natives and ourfelves ; 
we have particularized thei 1n our journals, with as much 
brevity, clearnefs, and faithfulnefs, as we could. Inthe 
letter fent to the Diref&tors by the Cornwa//, Captain 
Blyth, dated Auguft 27, 1798, as alfo in the letter we 
fent by the Coruwall and Sal/y’s prize, in the beginning 
of February, 1798, we took notice of our having paffed 
the church centure of excommunication upon Mr. Tho- 
mas Lewis, for his conne¢ting himfelf with an heathen 
woman. Since that time, Mr. Lewisisno more. The 
manner of his difeafe remains at prefent a deep myftery, 
that God hath not unfolded to us, fothat we know not 
whether to attribute it to a vifitation from God, or to 
his having fallen into the hands of any private enemy at 
the place where he fojourned. 

4. “In the letter fent, dated March 29, 1798, we 
faid, ‘ We do not expect or folicit the Miffionary Socie- 
ty fhould put themfelves to any further expenfe on our 
account.’ At that time, a great, fudden, and unexpect- 
ted change in our affairs had taken place, which opened 
future profpects of long, gloomy, and painful trials. In- 
{tcad of being permitted to refide in the manner we have 
done, our minds conceived, that plundering by the hea- 
then, and difperfion among them, were what awaited us ; 
confequently we judged it unneceflary and imprudent to 
add to that expenfe our brethren had already been at. 
But God! what fhall we fay of his goodnefs to us! Ve- 
rily we are at alofs. He hath proved a moft compaf- 
fionate Father, a moft tender Preferver, a fure defence 
to us in Chrift his Son. He hath made peace to en- 
circle our dwellings, maintained to us our bread and our 
water, and infinitely gone beyond all our hopes refpect- 
ing our fafety. Hence new views arife, and new wants 
alfo. Notwithftanding the abundant fupplies we were 
fo liberally furnifhed with, yet the continual gifts we have 
been conftrained to make to the chiefs and thofe around 
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us, the frequent robberies we have experienced, and 
other circumftances, have reduced our {tock very low, fo 
that we find ourfelves under fome neceffity of making 
application for a few fhirts, trowfers, fhoes, &c. if oc~ 
cafion ferves to fupply us with the fame; alfo foap, a 
little tea, pins, fifh hooks, and a few pit-faw files. Nor 
muft we forget the chiefs, who, notwithftanding the 
abundance of property beftowed upon them, are ready 
to forget every pafl favour, if refufed a new.’ 

The above are fome of the moft material circumftan- 
ces mentioned in our letter fent by Captain Clark, dated 
December 28, 1799. In what follows, we may take 
notice (as we did in a f{upplement to the above letter, 
and which is inclofed init) of brother Harris’ departing 
from us in the Bet/ey, to New-South- Wales, with a de- 
fign to return to us the firft opportunity. His reafons 
for going he hath affligned to us, in a paper he read the 


evening before he went on board, and which ts inferted - 


in our Journal. In the E/za are returned to us brother 
Henry, and his wife and child, whom we thankiully re- 
ceive in the bonds of Chriftian affection. By brother 
Henry we are agreeably furprized with the information, 

that the fhip Duff is again in thefe feas, with a body of 
fellow Miffionartes; if ge we expect fhe will revifit us, 

and therefore fhall referve our journals to be convey ed 
to England by her. 

Since the E/iza has been in Matavai- -Bay, we have had 
fuch heavy feas without any wind, as greatly endan- 
gered her fafety; but fhe was prefery ed from fhipwreck. 
Two families, with the fon of the Rev. Mr. To! n{ton, 
minifter of the Britifh colony in New-South-Wales, 
paffengers, we have. accommodated on fhore, in the beft 
manner we could, during the veffel’s ftay in the bay. This 
ifland at prefent is in a {tate of tranquillity; but we fear, 
ere long, it will be involved in war, as there is great difa- 
greement fubfifting between Otu, Pomare, &c. and the 
diftrict of Atauru, one of the moft powerful divifions of 
the ifland. From the #/iza hath been landed (without 
any interference of ours) one eighteen-pounder car- 
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ronade, two fwivels, feveral mufkets, and a great deal of 
ammunition. What may be the confequence of this 
abundant introduction of fire-arms, time will fhow. 
Notwithftanding the peace we have enjoyed hitherto, 
yet we confider our lives to be in jeopardy every hour. 
We have learnt, by experience, nothing ts tobe depended 
upon from the ‘outward tokens of friendfhip the chiefs’ 
or others may difplay towards us, whofe difpofitions 
are fo fickle, that, with them, the tranfition, from ap- 
parent affection to real hatred, 1s as quick as from laugh- 
ing to weeping in-an infant. Our times are in the hands 
of | God, and {o is our work allo; to him, therefore, we 
defire humbly and heartily to fubmit ourfelves, We de- 
fire alfo to be thankful to Almighty God our Saviour, 
that although we have not been enabled as yet to preach 
the gofpel fully, we have been ftrengthened to live the 
gofpel; fo that, we truft, no one of the natives cam 
charge us itt a conduct contrary to what we have at 
any period taught. Our own foul’s falvation (let what 
May be the end of our mifhon) 1s what we fee it our 
duty to purfue :. and, according to the meafure of grace 
given unto us, We e labour to walk in the appointed ordi- 
nances of the Lord blamelefs. Chrift is precious to us 
all; his commandments are not grievous to us; to be 
found in him, living and dying, is our heart’s wifh. But 
we are weak; but we are men, en compatied with many 
infirmities; and the temptations we daily meet with caufe 
a fear left we fhould be betrayed into the hands of our 
fpiritual adv erfaries, by our bofom foe, and thereby ftain 
the cauie of cur Matter, and wound our own foul. 
Therefore entreat you to bear us on your minds before 
the throne of grace. Remember us and our work, 
And the good Lord lift up the hght of his countenance 
on the Miffionary Society, and by his {pirit direct our 
Direétors to the moft effeftual way of glorifying him in 
{preading abroad the gofpel of falvation. | 

We remain your, the Directors and Miffionary Socie- 


ty’ s Brethren in Chrift, 


yen Jerrerson, forthe Society. 
To the Secretary of the Miffonary Society. 
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Parramatta, New-South-Wales, Aug. 25, 1799. 


Fathers, Brethren, and Fellow-labourers in the 


Gofpel of our Lord Fefus Chrvft, 
HIS Majefty’s fhip the Buffaloe, Captain Kent, be- 


ing on the eve of failing from this colony for tie Cape of 
Good Hope, we embrace the opportunity of confirming 
our letters to you of the firft of September, 1798 (by 
the Borwel/, duplicates of which we forwarded the be- 
ginning of December following, in the Coruwadllis, by 
way of Calcutta), in which we informed you of the cir- 
cumftances which occafioned our removal! from Otaheite 
to this colony, and the protpe¢ct which prefented itfelf to 
us, of our being made ufeful in the sinifry of the word 
her e.. Since which our views have been beclouded—our 
expectations not fo fanguine—the exercifes of our minds 
various, with refpect to the path of duty, whether we 
fhould perfevere or not; as the unbelief of our hearts at 
times was ready to fuggeft, that the difficulties we had 
to encounter were infurmountable. Indeed they are 
fuch to an arm of flefh; for here we have to contend 
with the depravity and corruption of the human heart, 
heightened and confirmed in all its vicious habits, by 
long and repeated indulgences of inbred corruption, each 
one following the bent of his own corrupt mind, and 
countenancing his neighbour in the purfuit ef fenfual 
gratifications. Hence iniquity abounds, and thofe out- 
ward grots fins, which, in Europe, would render a per- 
fon contemptible in the public eye, and obnoxious to 
the civil law, are become fafhionable and familiar— 
adultery, fornication, theft, drunkennefs, extortion, vi- 
Olence, and uncleannefs of every kind, the natural cone 
comitants of deifm and infidelity, which have boldly 
thrown off the mafk, and ftalk through the colony in the 
open face of the fun, fo that it is no uncommon thin 
to heara perfon {i lay, “ When I was a Chriftian, [thought 
fo and fo.” But our difcouragements arife not fo much 
from thefe things in themfelves, as from their pernicious 
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influence, which tends to confirm and ftrengthen the 
natural specter of the mind againft the doctrines of 


the gofpel, which are a fovereign remedy for all thefe 


ad Sica, but alas! * they will not come unto the 
hight left their evil deeds fhould ‘be reproved.” Their 
cafe may be juftly compared to that of a perfon in the 
height of a fever, deprived of his reafon, who refufes to 

ufe the means prefcribed for his recovery; and to this 
we may aicribe, in a certain fenfe, the little fuccefs of 
the labours of our brethren in the eftablifhment here for 
feveral years paft; fenfible, however, that the choiceft 
means will be ineffectual, without the gracious concur- 

ence of the Holy Spirit. Here it may be proper to ob- 
e: rve, that in one of our letters above alluded to, we 1n- 


“formed you, that we had commenced preaching i in dif- 


ferent parts of the diftridt, fituated in the northern 
boundary, and opened an evening lecture 1n Parramatta; 
the latter, in the month of December, we were under 
the neceflity of difcontinuing, as the pei rfon who favour- 
ed us with the ufe of his houle removed to his farm, and 
no other place could be procured. We, however, con- 
tinued to preach in the northern boundary ; but our 
hearers be ginning to decline in their attendance, add to 
fhis the diftance, and exceffive heat of the fummer, fill- 
ed us with difcouragements ; and the enemy took occa- 
fion from thefe circumftances, to fuggeft the improba- 
bility of fuccefs; but in perfeverance the profpect bright- 
ened, their numbers increafed, and our preaching has 
produced the following effect, which we are induced to 
look upon as the harbinger of good, viz. twenty-two of 
the fettlers in the diftri€t called Kiffing-point, volunta- 
rily offered to build a place for public worfhip, requeft- 
ing us to continue among them, and ufe our intereft with 
the Governor to appoint them a fchoolmafter to in- 
ftruét their children. . This requeft was made in confe- 
quence of a rumour that we were about to leave the co- 
lony. We accordingly applied to Governor Hunter, 

who immediately appointed them a {choolmatfter of our 
recommendation (a perfon whom we believe to-be a 
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fincere convert.) His Excellency alfo gave them fome 
materials towards erecting the building, which we ex- 
pect will be finifhed in the month of November, when 
the Rev. Meffrs. Johnfon and Marfden have promifed 
to open it. We have alfo recommenced the Sunday 
evening le€ture in Parramatta, which 1s well attended; 
and likewife opened a place for preaching at Toon Tab- 
be, where we have about an hundred hearers. Thefe 
favourable appearances, we hope, will not be ‘ like the 
morning cloud or early dew,” but prove the dawn of a 
bright and glorious gofpel-day to thefe poor bewildered 
fouls, who are lying as outcaits in a forlorn condition: 
but at prefent we cannot communicate any further infor- 
mation refpeéting them that would prove fatisfactory, 
_but fhall feize the earlieft (and every) opportunity of 
tranimitting fuch accounts as relate to the advancement 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom, in this colony of Corinthian 
deyeneracy. 

Permit us to add, that it gave us no {mall fatisfaction 
to hear of your unremitted exertions in the Miffionary 
bufinefs, the fuccefs of which we have much at heart. 
By the Hillfborough tranfport, which arrived here a few 
days fince, we learnt, that four Miffionaries were brought 
out in her to the Cape, and that the Duff was on her 
paflage to the South Seas, with thirty men, befides wo- 
men and children. We hope the Captain is delegated 
with fufficient power to form an organized body at Ota- 
heite, and that he will leave fuch @ numder as may be 
deemed adequate for the protection of the women, and 
the eftablifhment of a permanent miffion, otherwife we 
fear the attempt will prove fruitlefs. We were in great 
hopes that the fhip Duff would have touched here on 
her paffage out, but as in all probability fhe will call at 
the Friendly Iflands, which are about three weeks fail 
from this place, we expe¢t a vifit from ser, as no doubt 
we have many letters on board from our friends, of whofe 
welfare we are very anxious to hear. The Reliance, 
armed fhip, being expected to fail dire&t for Europe in 
about three months, we hope to be able to fend you, by 
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der, more important information. In the mean time, we 
fubicribe ourfelves, your unworthy brethren, fellow-la- 
bourers, and fervants‘in the Lord, 


JAMES FLEET Cover. 
WixiitiAM Henry. 
ROWLAND HaAssELL. 


P.S. We are forry to add, that on the fecond of 
July laft, brother Samuel Clode was inhumanly murder- 
ed in the dwelling-houtfe of one Thomas Jones, at the 
brick-kilns, near Sidney, a little before fun-fet. The 
faid Jones was a foldier, and being a townf{man of bro- 
ther Clode’s, he had given him fome pecuniary affift- 
ance, and was defired to call that evening for payment, 
when the faid Jones, inftead of paying him, beat out 
his brains with an axe, and afterwards concealed the body 
in a faw-pit, which being difcovered the next morning, 
and blood and brains traced along the path to the houte 
of the faid Jones, he, and his wife, and one Elbury, were 
taken up as accomplices in the murder; and, to the ho- 
nour of the Governor, a criminal court was appointed 
the next day, at which they were tried and found guilty, 
and executed the Saturday following. The conduct of 
brother Clode, fince his arrival in this colony, has been 
fuch as may be faid to adorn his profeffion (the writers 
wifh they could fay the fame of a// the other brethren 
who came into the colony with him): his death 1s re- 
sretted by all who knew him. The Governor and fe- 
veral officers followed his corpfe to the grave, as a tefti- 
mony of their re{pect. “A tomb is about to be erected 


over him. 





From the Edinburgh Mifionary Magazine for April, 1800, 


SOME time ago a number of African children were 
brought to England for education. We are happy now 
to ftate the following particulars refpecting them.— 
There are, inall, 24 children; 21 boys and 3 girls. The 
girlsare under the care, and at the fole expenfe of are{pect~ 
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able lady ; and while pains are taken to impart to them 
religious knowledge, they are inftructed in all thofe 
domeftic duties and fervices, which are likely to con- 
duce in making them good wives and mothers, and 
ufeful alfo in promoting civilization, when they return 
to their native country. Little good, it is very properly 
judged, 1s likely to be done by the exclufive education 
of males. It is therefore propofed, that the nember of 
gitls fhould be confiderably increafed. 

The boys are at prefent at Clapham, and are under 


the tuition of a Mr. Greades, who, while his wife con’ 


duéts all the domeftic engagements, a@$ the double part 
of a teacher and a parent. Both Mr. Greades and his wife 
feem extremely well qualified for the parts they have to 
perform. The inflructions imparted to the children are 
viewed as fubfervient to the great end of training them 
for their Saviour’s fervice, In addition to the ot rdinary 
branches of {chool education, it is propoted to enlarge 
their minds by various forts of seneral information, to be 
conveyed to them as much as poffible by actual obferva- 
tion, and by exciting in them a habit of reflecting on all 
they fee and hear, and connecting it with oeneral prin- 
ciples, fuch as the bleffings of religion, the advantages of 
civilization, the baneful | effects of uperttition, &c. rifing 
thence to the wifdom and goodnefs of the Creator, and 
to the excellency and fuitablenefs of that revelation whtch 
he has madeto man. Some knowledge, alfo, of the ftruc- 
ture of the earth and of the heavens,and of the nature of 
the more common phenomena in the phyfical world, it 
is alfo propofed to give thefit; together with “found 
practical views of diftributive juftice and focial polity: 
They will alfos it is likely, be made acq wainted with 
farming and gardening; and each of them with fome 
particular branch of bifinefs or handicraft. 





from the Edinburgh Chrifiian my for Fuly, 1800. 


It is with extreme regret that we have to announce 
the death of Mr. Peter G: reigy Misbeneny from the Edin- 
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burgh Society to the Foulahs in Africa. His eminent 
piety was known by all who had the pleafure of his ac- 
quaintance. Of his zeal for the falvation of the heathen, 
. mo other proof is neceflary than this, that during the 
greater part of the time fince he went to Africa, he re- 
fided among the natives, and perfevered in his work, 
without any affociate in his labours, without the benefit 
_ of a Chriftian friend-with whom to converfe, and defti- 
_.. tute of moft of thofe conveniences to which Europeans 
e accuftomed. It appears tliat he has at length died 
martyr in the caufe; for a letter lately arrived trom Si- 
crra Leone contashs the melancholy information, that he 
was murdered by the Foulahs. No particulars refpect- 
ing the time or circumftances of his death have yet 
reached us. 








Letters have lately been received from the Baptift 
Miffionaries in India. We have not room to infert any 
of them; but the following fhort extract of a letter from 
Mr. Carey contains the fubftance of the intelligence 
which they bring :—“ We lament that feveral who did 
run well are now hindered ; we have faint hopes of a few, 
and pretty ftrong hopes of one or two; but if I fay more, 
it muft either be a dull recital of our journeying to fome 
4 place or another to preach the gofpel, or fomething elfe 
# relating to ourfelves, of which J ought to be the laft to 
. {peak. I therefore fhall only fay, that our {phere of ac- 
tion is enlarged ; that we have frequent opportunities of 
preaching to our own countrymen, as well as to the na- 
tives ; that a fchool which was begun fome years ago for 
the children of the poor, is in a very flourifhing {tate ; 
and that a tranflation of a great part of the Bible is ac- 
complifhed, and I hope the whole will be accomplifhed 
in another year. I blets God for what is done, and mourn 
that nothing more 1s accomplifhed.” 
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The NorTHERN Miss1Onary Socitty ia the State 
of New-York. 


HE Society met in Salem, on the firft Thurfday of 
September, 1800, when their annual Sermon was 
preached inthe Affociate Reformed Church, by the Rev. 
Jonas Coe, from Haiah xhx. 6. I will alfo give thee for 
a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeft be my y fal vation to 
the end of the earth, ‘The Society, having been confti- 
tuted with prayer, by the Rev. John Wartord, Prefident 
pro tem. proceeded to tranfact their ordinary bufinefs. 

A letter from the Secretary of the New-York Mif- 
fionary Society, requefting this Society to define, “ in 
what manner, and to what extent, co-operation by muif- 
fions 1s detect: ” was read, when the following plan was 
propoted, and unanimoufly adopted :—That if more can- 
didates for miffions fhould make application to the So- 
ciety in New-York than they found it expedient to 
employ, or had means to fupport, the fame might be re- 
commended to this Society; and, on the other hand, 
fhould the Miffienaries here exceed the means of fup- 
port, the fame might be recommended to the other So- 
ciety, with the privilege of mutually deriving fuch pe- 
cuniary aid as may comport with previous engagements, 

Alfo read a letter from the Chiefs and Warriors of the 
Oneida Indians, which, nee it may be neither un- 


pleating nor unprofitable for the public to perufe, 
Vou. 1. No. 6. A 














> —-_ ee ee, Wa ee, et a 2 ~ ae . » oh Goa =e 

en + yi a Se ‘he ae 7 ee Wales ons ait max * aS 3 
bie > a Lea ae or eae ab me 2 ro . ioe. ... 
ies # art Pres heed ae jf aha eo ae A + ee aa PATS oot <4 ee 

Eig a i "eal 4 Ns - —  Ragaet a ul ‘ se ne 5A Sie P 

J 2 age . A UIE is. he, Th oe Nee 
oat Py aor * ie > Pe a ae ae ae - we 
- “oh omnes 2 ——— = : 


9. 


So ee 











402 Letter Si ‘om the Oneida Warriors and Chiefs. 


Oneida, Offober 27, 1799. 
Fathers aud Brothers, 


WE, the Chiets and Warriors of the Oneida natién, 
rejcice to have this opportunity *@ {peak a few words to 
you; now open your ears and attend. 

Fathers and Brothers, we thank you, that you have 
written to us your mind, by our old father, the Rev. 
Mr. Crofby, by which we fully believe you think of us, 
and are feeking our good. 

Fathers and Broth ners, we now let you know, that all 
our nation greatly rejoice to fee our father Mr. Crofby, 
and have heard the good word of the Great Spirit by him. 

Fathers and Brothers, we further let you know, that 
it is the mind of all our nation, to hold faft this our old 
father and true friend,@Mr. Crofby, if poffible, as we 


feel and know, that we have great need of fuch a one, 


con{tantly to live with us, and teach us, Our wives, and 
our children, the mind of the Great Spirit. 

Fathers and Brothers, we now unitedly beg and in- 
treat you to ufe your utmoft influence to obtain him 
for us; and, for our part, we will ule our greateft en- 
deavours to do gvery thing we can to make him and 


his family happy. 

Laftly, we afk this favour of you, that as foon as you 
find out his mind, you would write to us, and we will 
prepare a age > tor his habitation. We hope the Great 
Spirit will | ¢ pleated to help, profper, and gratify us in 
this great and important work. 

Fohn Shan: mtook. 
Chriftian Kananta. 
Honis Kaweyeuyea. 
Peter Chatekalihis. 
Autony Sonolikok. 
Melinus LoGeaha. 


Fohn Gordon. 


Behold the fields are whitening already for ‘the har- 
veft. This ardent application for the gofpel may be 
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confidered a glorious plecge of refrefhing to the Hea- 
then. Such defires are created by eet and created 
that they may be fatisfied., Wher this {piritual hunger 
is produced, there, in due time, the bread of life fhall “be 
diftributed for their fupply 5 w here this {piritual thirft is 
experienced, there, ere long, he see of Salvation 
muf{t flow. Here, in the sood providence of God, a 
wide and effectual door is opened. Surely ail the lovers 
of Zion, all who are actuated by any concern for the 
Redeemer’s glory, or compafiion for the perfhing Hea- 
then, muft pray, that.the man in whom their affeCions 
thus ardently centre, may be haftened to them, * in the 
fulnefs of the gofpel of Jefus;” that he may be emi- 
nently inflrumental in turning them from darknefs to 
light, and from the bondage @f heatheniih fuperitition 
into the glorious liberty of the fons of God. 

The monies at prefent in the funds, and due to the 
Society from members, as appears by the report of the 
general Treafurer, and the Treafurers of different de- 
partments, amount nearly to ove thoufand dollars, exclu- 
five of four hundred acres of land, appropriated to their 
ufe, by the Oneidas, and a recent liberal donation by a 
member of the Society. . 

Encouraged by the accumulating flate of their funds, 
by the rapid increafe of their members, and other aufpi- 
cious occurrences in providence, the Society defign ex- 
ploring a more extenfive Miffionary field; they contem- 
plate the Indian fettlements along lakes Huron, Supe rior, 
and Michigan, as eligibly fituated for the eftablifhme nt 
of amiffion: they have a!io appointed their Secretary to 
addrefs the Board of Directors, expreffing the high fenfe 
which they entertain of their former attention to the du- 
ties committed to their truft, urging them, at the fame 
time, to inquire, as {peedily as circumftances will admit, 
after other fuitable characters, to be employed as Mif- 
fionary Preachers and Catechitts. 

















A04 Report of the Direétors of the 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS.’ 


THE Dhtrectors, at their meeting in Albany, May 1, 
1800, report, in general, that, after careful inquiry, they 
obtained intelligence of the Rev. Aaron Crofby, formerly 
Miffionary to the Oneidas, and now recommended to 
them by that nation; that, in confequence of a perfonal 
interview, being fully fatisfied with his piety, ortho- 
doxy, literary endowments, and other Miffionaty qua- 
lifications, they had pretented him a call, ftipulating the 


annual falary of four hundred dollars, to which they ex- 


pect a decided anfwer, at their femi-annual meeting, on 
the firft Thurfday of November next. 

The Directors alfo ftate, that they have employed, as 
a Schoolmifter and Catechift, to the afore-mentioned 
nation, Abraham Weaver, who had been a confiderable 
time under their infpection and tuition. This Miffion- 
ary, they fondly flatter themtelves, has been raifed up 
in providence for eminent ufefulnefs among the Indians. 
His piety, dwing a period of twelve years, has been uni- 
form and moft exemplary: although incumbered with 
a numerous family, which he was obliged to maintain by 
a mechanical employment, he has acquired a re{pectable 
acquaintance with the principles of Chriftianity. After 
this Society was organized, and had avowed to the world, 
that the converfion of the American favages to the fal- 
vation of Jefus was the great object contemplated, he 
felt peculiarly moved with compaflion towards the Hea- 
then, and defired, if poflible, to become inftrumental, 
through the Holy Ghoft, of teaching thems that gofpel 
which had been his own confolation. Thus exercifed, 
and thus fupported, he communicated his views to fome 
members refiding in Albany, who encouraged him, 
amidft his embarraffinents, who painfully applied to ac- 
complifh him more completely in the Englifh language, 
in the doétrines of revelation, ‘and other acquirements 
requifite for his Miffionary undertaking. 

The Diretors farther report, that the liberal donation 
of 100 acres of land had recently been given them by 
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the Rev. John Dunlap, to be forever appropriated to 
the benefit of the Society. 

The Directors conclude their Report, by ftating, that, 
although their progrefs in executing their Miffionary 
purpofes has yet been inconfiderable, they hope the pious 
{upporters of the inftitution will not be difheartened : 
their means have hitherto been {mall, and their ob{tacles 
numerous and great ; yet their confolation, amidft every 
difcouragement, is this confidence, that the caufe is Je- 
hovah’s,and fhall eventually fucceed ; that Jefus, under 
whoie banner they rally, and on whofe grace they rely, 
ere long fhall have the Heathen for his inheritance, and 
the uttermoft parts of the earth for his pofieffion. 

ALEXANDER PROUDFIT, Sec’ry. 

Salem, Sept. 16, 1800. 

The following Officers and Directors were 

ballot, for the year enfuing: viz. 
OFFICERS. 
Rev. John Warford, Prefident. 
Rev. John Bafiett, Vice Prefident. 
Rev. Alexander Proudfit, Secretary. 
Rev. Jonas Coe, Clerk. 
Elbert Willet, Efg. Treafurer. 
DIRECTORS 
Dyrick Romeyn, D. D. = Rev. C briftian Bork, 





elected, by 


Rev. James Mairs, 
Jacob Sickels, 
Robert Smith, 
George Mairs, 
John Baffett, 
Alexander Miller, 
John B. Johnfon, 
Eliphalet Nott, 
Jonas Coe, 

John Dunlap, 


Alexander Proudht, 


John Clofe, 
Elbert Wallet. 
Abraham Oothout, 
Luther Halfey, 
Jacob Bleecker, 
Abraham Eights, 
Jacob D. Vanderheyden, 
Martin Harriton, 
David Blakely, 
Jacobus Van{choonhoven, 
Ifaac Truax. 


The Rev. John Baflett 1s appointed to preach at the 


next annual meeting of ihe Society, to be held in Lan- 
Vednefday of September, 1801. 


fingb urgh, on the frtt W 
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A fort Account of the Life, Experience, Sc. of the’ Rev. 
Mr. Francts ‘Sherriff. 


(Continued from page 342.) 


N th 1e fame eee where I lodged, there was a Fle- 
rT. 1th young woman, who often diftracted my thoughts 
from my ftud ies by her finging. She frequently came 

into my Qa om, and fung and chatted to me for hours to- 
gether, She was abundantly handfome, and therefore a 
inare. It occurred to me, if fhe fhould come up this 
evening, fhould I admit her or not. I began to think 
that I was under the eye of an all-feeing God, and en- 
ceavoured to reprefe at to my imagin ation the fcene 
which I faw in the forenoon. But, alas! the {cene was 
gone, it appeared to me ikea dream. I could not even 
think there was a God, far lefs a Trinity. All my ar- 
geuments loft their ‘eh and I was like one bewildered 
in mift and darknefs. I felt fome fymptoms of fear, and 
the very apprehenfions of it depriv ed me of all that rea- 
{on which I was fo lately boafting « of. In this diftracted 
fituation, the Flemifh girl came in upon me. At firft 
I icarcely fpoke to her, but had not the courage to de- 
fire her to withdraw; for I thought fhe might be the 
means of difpelling my fears, or preventing any bad con- 
fequences from them. After fhe fat down, fhe began to 
chat as ufual, and I felt my {pirits gradu: ally reviving, my 
fears were filenced by a forced merriment, and thus + be- 
came ten times more a child of the devil. O the ador- 
able patience of God! O the tranfcendent riches of his 
orace! there muft be an eternity to celebrate his praife! 

As {oon as I was left alone, | endeavoured, by reading 
fomething that was gay, to {lifle all difagreeable reflec- 
tion. I to far fucceeded, that I went to bed tolerably 
ceompofed. Tomy beft remembrance I prayed, and the 
fhame I felt in addreffing an unknown God, particularly 
fo foon after broken refolutions, I conftrued into an ac- 
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ceptable humi lity. Next morning, after breakfaft, I re- 
newed mv ae inftead of carrying on the fame 
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contemplations, I reprefented to myfelf how ridiculous 
I fhould appear in the eyes of the world, if I fhould be- 
come enthufiaft, and renounce all the pleafures of youth, 
health, and opportunity. This reflection was fo agree- 
able to my depraved and corrupted heart, that a thou- 
fand arguments.eccurred againita ftrict religious life, and 
again{t the propriety of it in my pretent fituation. I, 
therefore, laid atide all thoughts of it till a more conve- 
nient feafon, and I heped that providence would pre- 
ferve me till I was placed in fome country retirement 
more fuitable to religious contemplation and mortified 
habits. 

Thus I was again left to myfelf, and was filled with 
my own devices. When God called, I refufed; when 
he ftretched out his hand, I regarded it not. I fet at 
nought all his countel, aid would none of his re- 
proof. How defperatcly wicked muft my heart be, and 
how dreadfully ager: avated my fin! Why did ri the 
Lord God laugh at my calamity, and mock when Ins 
terrors were again upon ‘me? It was that his grace might 
be glorified by my falvation. O! what a monument 
of mercy muft I appear, when all the aggravated cir- 
cumftances of my fins are age, made known! And 
how glorioufly muft free grace — e, to the eternal ex- 

1, 


altation of the ereat Imman uel, when his blood can wath 
fuch a finner clean! Shout, ye an Be els and glorified {pirits, 
for ye only can fing the v :ctories of the Lamb. 


I fay, I was again left to myfelf; for T went on in my 
former ¥ey preferving outward decency, and adding 
to my ftock of deceitful learning. I made no alter ation 
in my fermons, and was no more ftrict with refpect to 
my clerical office. I generally obferved prays ver in the 
evening, and fuch was my blindnefs, that I attributed 
my paffing over that duty flig rhtly to true Chriftian hu- 
nulity. 

Our regiment received orders, in the folowing month 
to march down to Ni meevuen, a gal mk on in Guelderland 
This gave me a fecret joy, tor I was heartily tired of the 
company of Papifts, and, for what reaton, | know not, I 
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longed to be among: Proteftants. During our march I 
ji! had frequent meditations on divine things. Thofe be- 
got in me a gradual hatred at criminal indulgence, and 
foften took an opportunity of reafoning coolly with one 
of the officers concerning it: His arouments made me 
reflect with more keennefs ; ; and, I think, at that time, I 
began to fee a certain beauty in moral rectitude. I there- 
fore refolved in my mind, to live, for the future, with a 
becoming gravity, and to deny myfelf to every pleafure 
that had no higher end than animal eratification. 

When I arriv ved at our new garrifon, I was much more 
attentive to my outward walk and converfation. Though 
I had as little regard for God, and my foul, as ever, yet 
1 was intenfibly led to pray more regularly, arid to read 
the Bible more frequently. I formed fome conneétions 
among the inhabitants, which were rather unfavourable 
to devotion. I was frequently engaged in parties of plea- 
fure, and often forgot my flimfy refolutions. Reflection 
now and then {tung me, but repeated amufements de- 
prived it of its force. In the month of Auguft I pro- 
pofed to adminifter the facrament of the Lord’s fupper. 
I was more than commonly concerned about the folem- 
nity of the work; and, asit was the firft time I had an 
opportunity of difpenfing this ordinance fince my ordina- 
tion, I was particularly ‘careful about the external p art 
of it. Every thing was carried on with the utmc ft de- 
cency, and my difcourfes and exhortations were fome- 
what evangelical. Some of the communicants afterwards 
told me, that they enjoyed much of the pretence of God 
upon the occafion. It had this effect upon me, that it 
removed from my mind many doubts concerning God 
and divine revelation, and made me more attentive to 
private duties, and more conicientious in difcharging the 
duties of my office. I likewife began, in fome meature, 
to relifh religious convertlation, and {poke freely upon 
various {ub} ects to one or two of the regiment, w hom I 
knew to be God-tearing people. Major M. i 
often converfed with; but fo far was I from having a 
broken heart, that I often was afhamed to be thought 
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religious when others were prefent. However, I became 
itrictly moral as to my outward life, and often repre- 
hended fafhionable vices very feverely in my public dif- 
courfes. ‘Though the officers obferved this, yet they 
attended the church very punttually. 

In the month of November I went to Zutphen, a 
neighbouring garrifon, to affift Mr. P. when he dif- 
penfed the facrament to Stuart’s regiment. I came 
home the week following, more firmly refolved on a 
ftriét moral life than ever, and on a continuance of du- 
ties. In all this time, fin, and the plagues of my heart, 
gave me no uneafinels. J] looked upon an outward re- 
formation as all that was implied in converfion, and 
wherever I came ‘hort, Chrift, I thought, was a fuff- 
cient furety. Thus I lived asa Pharifee ; and had I con- 
tinued there, I mufl have reaped a Pharifee’s reward. 
But bleffed be the Lord that he did not allow me to 
remain long in that dreadful ftate, but chafed me out of 
it with the thunders of Sinai. 

About the beginning of the year 1777, my former 
fears and apprehenfions began to attack me. I often 
called in queftion the folidity of the foundation upon 
which I built. I dared not to examine it minutely ; for, 
whenever I entered upon it, doubts, dreadful doubts 
arofe: Thefe were fometimes fo fevere, that I could 
have wifhed to have chariged my exiftence with the vileft 
of creatures. My mind revolted with horror at the idea 
of any longer calling in queftion the exiftence of God: 
But the Trinity, which was once fo clearly laid open to 
me, was enveloped in the thickeft darknefs. The divi- 
nity of Chrift I could not difprove, but could derive no 
fatisfaction from his incarnation and death. The Bible 
gave me no: ¢contolation, for I did not underftand it; or 
what I did underftand of it, {poke nothing but death. 
For feveral weeks I was agitated and harrafled with thefe 
fears, doubts, and apprehenfions. I had many intervals 
of eale; not fo much arifing from any clearet views of 
divine things, as from the natural bent of my animal 
{pirits. But growing impatient at lenoth under fuch 
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frequent alarms, it came into my mind to obferve a day 
of fafting (about the latter end of February), for a par- 
ticular inquiry into my ftate. Accordingly, I rofe early 
the next morning, bolted my door, and began with 
prayer. In my prayer, I took notice of my intended 
work, and plead ed that God would affift me in carrying 
it on. I felt an uncommon degree of fervour and ear- 
neftneis, and a great fluency of expreffion, fo that [ was 
encouraged to proceed, whatever might be the confe- 
quence. Furft, I endeavoured to recolleét what ftate | 
wasin when | profeffed to be religious at the college; 
but my heart being fo long habituated to unbelief, I 
could remember nothing diftinctly, and rather conclud- 
ed I had been a deceiver. No he! >; therefore, arole 
from that quarter. I again prayed, . ut neither ial the 
fame liberty of expreflion, nor the fame encouraging 
hopes. However, I proceeded to examine my life ‘and 
conduct from my earlieft remembrance; and though | 
{aw many glaring deviations from the line of v irtue, yet 
I would have fain refted on my honefty, goodnefs of 
heart, andthe favourable opinion which others formed 
of me. But this gave me no fatisfaction; I therefore 
placed mytfelf in oppofition to the moral law, and exa- 
mined ftriétly how far I had kept or broken each of the 
commandments. I could not but confefs that in action 
} had broken many of them. But it occurred to me, 

that this holy law extended to the thoughts of the heart, 

and that whofoever offends in one point, isguilty of the 
whole. This, at firft, ] could not readily believe, and I 
made no application to the Bible (though it was lying 
before me) to confirm it; for the Bible, Ithought, I did 
not underftand. But, while meditating on the extent 
of the law, the fluices of my heart, as it were, were fud- 

denly o opened, and fuch a deluge of fin came pouring 1n 
upon me, that if the tender mercies of God had not up- 

held me, T muft have been fwallowed up. Sins came 
rufhing in upon me from every quarter, floods meee 
floods, and each of the commands feemed charged with 

the thunderbolts of wrath. The original depravity of 
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my nature was held forth as the woeful fource of thefe 
pettilential ftreams ; and I ftood confeffed a child of the 
devil. Then, and not till then, I felt the neceffity of a 
Saviour: then I faw the patience of God in {paring fuch 
a wretch; and then, infome meature, the glorious {cheme 
of redemption was difplayed. But T neither durft allow 
mytfelf to hope for any fhare in it, nor did I know the 
means of applying for the benefits of if.’ Burdened to 
the ground with fin, and afhamed of my deformity, I 
again ventured to pray. | 
After groaning out my miferable cafe, and acknow- 
ledging the juftice of God, though he fhould damn me 
that very moment, I was overpowered with a {trong 
fenfe of his mercy, in and through the fin-pardoning 
blood of his dearly beloved Son. I remained for tome 
time aftonifhed at the view, and an undefcribable joy al- 
moft deprived me of {peech. When I rofe from my 
knees, I flew to the Bible with great earneftnefs: the firft 
words that I read were in Lam. iu. 57. “* Thou dreweft 
‘< near in the day that I called uponthee: Thou faidft, 
“< Fear not.” From thete words, I preached to myfelf 
a Sermon of love. 1 faw that the prophet was lament- 
ing the muferies of Jerufalem; but I felt a higher one 
than the prophet, even the Spirit of the living God, 
{peaking to all the diftrefled ones of the earth. I read 
other paflages of the fame book, with a particular fer- 
vour, efpecially chap. v. 21. “* Turn thou us unto thee, 
‘¢ © Lord, and we fhall be turned.”’ I faw the nece ity 
of the Lord turning me; for, inftead of being able or 
willing to turn mytelf, I was only running farther from 
him. What a elorious privilege it appeared to be turned 
to the Lord! and what condetcending mercy it difcovered 
to be turned to him, even after the foul had fo erievoufly 
revolted from him! Uncertain whether this knowledge: 
of the {cripture was real, or only a delufion, I looked 
into the New Teftament, to fee whether it {poke words 
of comfort, and whether it was equally intelligible. The 
frit paffage I read was the eight chapter of the Epiftle to 
the a The words, ** There is no condemnation 
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* to them who are in Chrift Jefus,” I could form no 
diftinct notion of. To de tu: Chr if appeared incompre- 
henfible; but if it was fuch a defirable thing to know 
Chrift, how ravifhing mutt it be to be found in him! 
The very idea of not being in him, was more grievous to 
me than the condemnation threatened; but again, [ 
knew not how to be found in him, or the evidence of it. 
However, I read on with an increafing delight, till I 
came to the 26th verle, “ Likewife alfo the Spirit help- 
‘Seth our infirmities; for we.know not vthat: we fhould 
*< pray for as we ought ; but the Spirit itfelf maketh in- 
‘“‘terceflion for us, with groanings that cannot be ut- 
“tered.” Here, [ thought, was a remedy for all my 
difficulties, alight to remove all darknefs. None other 
but the ever bleffed Spirit could make interceffion for 
fuch a one as me. He knew beft all my fins, and the 
fin of my nature, and he only could teach me thofe 
things which I knew not. I thought I felt fomething 
of the power of fuch an interceffor, and the need of him. 
The glory of the Trinity, Jehovah, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft, was, in fome nenhate. réveated to me; 
and I thought I faw the blefled Threeyrejoicing in the 
{falvaiion of finners. The Father’s wallrognels to fave, the 
efficacy of Chrift’s blood to fave, and the parwee: of the 
Spirit to draw finners to be faved, were moft {weetly held 
forth to my foul’s underftanding. 1 appeared as no- 
thing in mine own eyes, and my “vilenefs and unworthi- 
nefs made me to doubt if the power of the Godhead 
could ever make me fit for being in Chrift. I read over 
feveral other paflages of f{cripture, and great was my joy 
to find them all concurring to exalt the glory of free 
grace, in the falvation of finners. The Bible now ap- 
peared to me the richeft treafure. [no longer found it 
dark and incomprehenfible. I held it faft ia m ly arms, 
calling it all my own, and expected to find wonders rif- 
1g upon wonders init. I shevehore refolved to make it 
my principal ftudy, to read it morning and evening, and 
mid-day, to homes three times a day ftated ily, and to em- 


br ace other oc yportunities, and toa llot a a dai ly portion of 
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time for {crious me editapen:. I likewife propofed to hav 

a faft-day every week, and to be denied tothe world, 
however much the laugh of it might be ratied againtt 
me. Having finifhed the day’s work with prayer (in 
which I experienced fomething of the {pint of prayer), I 
felt myfelf a good deal fatigued and exhaufted, for I had 
neither eat nor drunk the whole day. With reluctance 
I ordered iome tea, becaute | was atraid leit any creature 
intercourfe fhould deprive me of my comfortable views 
However, I ventured upon it, and foon afterwards went 
to bed. When I lay down, I never experienced fo much 
joy and inward tranquillity. I could have almoft wifhed 
never to have feen the morning, and this not owing to 
an aflured taith (for in all this time I did not know what 
faith was), but to a fecret fear of lofing fight of fuch a 
elorious icheme of falvation. 

Thus, a faft-day turned out the happicfi day of my 
life; and, I truft, it was the beginning of a hife that 
fhall never end. Next morning | rofe with a double 
relifh for {piritual exercifes, and “betook myielf to very 
lifferent ftadies from what had formerly occupied my at- 
tention. I read the Bible with infinite fatisfactio D, and 
the peculiar doctrines of Chriftianity were, by degrees, 
opened up to my view. A new world every where ap- 
peared, and a new ipring of action influenced my con- 
duc. In this ftate of uninterrupted felicity, I conti- 
nued for two or three days, when lomething like my 
old doubts and fears began to attack me. The Lord 
had not yet perfected his a and bleffed, eternally 
bleffed be his name, that he did not allow me to remain 
at the place of the breaking forth of children. 

The week following | ap opointed another day for 
fafting and prayer; but alas! it was very different from 
t ormer. I relied too much on the ordinance, as 
it had been already bleffed to me, and came to feek 
God without a warrant, and fo was difappointed. I 
found that I had not given up my own ftrength and 
righteoufnefs, but fought after fomething to reft upon 
inftead of Chrift. I continued my duties and other ex- 
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ercifes for fome time, but found a great coolnefs of af- 
fection creeping in apace. 

About this time I went to the Hague; and owing to 
company, and fome other occurrences, I became lets 
watchful over my thoughts, and*even neglected oppor~ 
tunities of prayer. I broke the Sabbath by walking and 
much idle difcourfe; and, in fhort, I felt a total in- 
difference to the power of godlinefs. When I came 
home, I grew quite afhamed of my remif{nefs and un- 
tender walk. I {aw that God had moft juttly left me to 
mytfelf, for I had willingly enterec into the way of temp- 
tation without any fpecial call; I had no efiential bufinets 
at the Hague. My journey was rather to gratify curi- 
ofity, and that too at an improper feafon. I had no 
view of doing good by it, and I left my congregation 
to themfelyes for a Sabbath without any warrant. It 
was therefore a temptation of Satan to en{nare me, and 
he knew that bait would allure my depraved heart, | 
was made to mourn for my fin, and was encouraged to 
sreater watchfulnefs for the future. I renewed my du- 
ties, and found an increafing delight in them. Many 
paflage in fcripture adminittered frefh comfort. One 
morning a paffage in Hofea, wherein God fo compat- 
fionately calls upon Ephraim, melted my heart with love 
at his patience and tender mercies. While drowned in 


tears, ferjeant Malcom C-——— (a man moit eminently 


diftinguifhed in the Chriftian life) came into my room. 
I knew his character for piety, but had never converted 
with him upon religious fubjects. He faw my fituation, 
and the Bible lying - before me, and took occafion, with 
the utmoft mode {ty, to {peak of the love of Chrift to 
finners. He did not ‘lied particularly that I was any 
ways concerned about thefe matters, and I did not open 
my cafe to him. But from fome words that dropped 


from me, he fancied that I was in fome meature con- 


cerned. And, being fomewhat affected, he abruptly left 
the room, leaving upon iy table a letter he had lately 
received from Cay ak & S , a choten fer- 
vant of Chrift. I pene to read the letter; butit was 
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with difficulty I could co through with it. He relates a 
moft wonderful experience of the love of God to his ioul. 
It gave me inexpreffible happinefs to think that any of 
the finful race of men felt this love, and could rejoice in 
it. I faw that [had not attained to his experience; he 
had clofed with Chrift, and lived on him by faith, and 
this I was totally ignorant of. This made me doubt my 
cafe, and fufpect that I was as far from the knowledge 
of the truth asever. Doubts rofe upon doubts, and my 
uneafinefs increafed. I perfevered, howeyer,in duties, but 
feldom felt any thing like the power of the Spirit in 
prayer. Soon after this CaptatirnS——— came to town. 
His ftrictnefs of life, and particular attentiVn to religion, 
drew upon him the contempt of fome of his fellow offi- 
cers. I had not got fo much above the opinion of others, 
as willingly to expofe myfelf to their laugh. It was there- 
fore not without fhame that I firft went to call upon 
him. But I was foon made to fee that a concern for 
the foul ought to furmount every difficulty, and that 
ihame and mockery ought to be totally overlooked. 
Accordingly I vifited him, and found fomething fo at- 
tractive in his converfation, and faw fo much of the di- 
vine life about him, that I could not be a day without 
him. He opened up to me the icheme of redemption, 
in a new manner, and gave me fome faint idea of the 
myitery of faith. He recommended to me Bofton’s 
Fourfold State, which I immediately began to perufe. 
I read it with great keenneis; and, I truft, with much 
profit. The corruption of nature appeared more dread- 
ful than I had ever apprehended, and I felt the corrup- 
tion of my own heart correfpond with the defcription. 
J loathed and abhorred myfelf on account of my nature, 
and I thought if every one had fuch an heart as mine, it 
would require a divine power to make me believe that 
any of the human race could be faved. 

One evening, taking a folitary walk, and meditating 
on the extreme corruption of my heart, I was led to re- 
fle&t on the fin of my nature. I thought I traced fome- 
thing like a muddy ftream to its fource, and faw this 
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{tream full of every impurity, rofhing from an urn that 
contained all the filth and potion of the univerfe. My 
depraved heart was this urn, out of which proceeded 
every abomination. Wasit poffible, I cried, that Chrift 
could take fuch a heart into union with himfelf? Could 
his blood make it clean, and fit it fora heavenly habita- 
tion? Yesprf-you will only believe. I immediately re- 
turned home, faying to myfelf all the way, O for power 
to believe! O for powei to believe! When I entered 
my room I fe// yjpon my knees, and pleaded with ftrong 
crying and ftars 5, that Chlirift would give me this power 
to believe. Popes weax faith when he walked upon the 
water occurred to me, and I prayed that the Lord would 
give mefuchamealure of faith. Thefe words immedi- 
ately came with power to my mind, ‘© O thou of little 
“<< faith, where fore! doft thou doubt?” ‘This did not fa- 
tisfy me; but I afked for ieee el more certain (an 
outward manifeftation, as it were, for I was doubtful of 
the application of the words of the Spirit), and thefe 
words were fuggefted to me, attended with a bitter re- 
proof, “ A wicked and adulterous generation leek ceth 
“ afterafign, and there fhall be no fign given it,” &c. 
Many other words were brought home to my foul ; ; and 
I was conftrained to cry out, “ Lord, I believe, help 
* mine unbelief;”’ and 1m mediately t thete words were 
{weetly fubjoined, “ Bletfed are thofe who have not feen, 
‘and yet believe.”” I rofe from my Knees with a holy 
wonder, and was loft fometimes in aftonifhment. The 
Bible was again-greedily confulted, and I thought I faw 
a new light “diffuled over ev ery part Tread. After this, 
T had much fpiritual converfe with Captai 
M. , and we often took {weet countfel together. 
This was in the month of June, 1777. 
I now began to write my fermons in a very different 
7“ from what [had done before. The corruption ot 
ature wa8 a fubject of the laft importance. J therefore 
Tndeae oured to prove and explain it to my audience, by 
practical obfervations and arguments, drawn partly from 
experience. Many of the officers did not relifh the fub- 
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je€t, and moft of them withdrew from the church, for 
two or three Sabbaths. I was no longer afhamed of a re- 
ligious profeffion, but {poke with earneftnefs on the fub- 
ject to all claffes of people who vifited me. They feemed 
at firft furprifed at my change ; however, they did me 
the juftice to acknowledge my fincerity. Moft of them 
came back to the church; and there were*very few in the 
regiment who underftood any Englifh, that did not af- 
terwards regularly attend. I was aware of the import- 
ance of the charge I had over them, and confequently 
exhorted them with a peculiar concern. Some bleffed 
fruits foon after appeared: Encouraged,..as I thought, 
by promifes, I erected a fellowfhip meeting, and I have 
preat reafon to believe, that the Lord was often with us 
of atruth. During this time I was more attentive than 
ever to duties. I rofe early in the morhing, and allotted 
fix periods of the day for ftated prayer. 1 endeavoured, 
as oft as poffible, to rife at midnight; but in this fleep 
for the moft part overcame me. But for all this out- 
ward and inward favour, I was frequently difflatisfied with 
my ftate, and perplexed with many grievous doubts. 
Some paflages of {cripture did not fuit my experience. 
Shepherd’s Sincere Convert alarmed me, and many parts 
of it I did not underftand. Andrew Grey’s fermons 
fhowed me, that I was only a half Chriftian, and that J 
had not unrefervedly given up my heart to Chrift.— 
Something which M. C r {asd concerning juftifi- 
cation ftartled me; fo that, upon the whole, I plainly 
faw that fomething farther muft be attained to. 

At this time, the life of Brae fellinto my hands. In 
the evening of Saturday, September 13, 1777, I was 
fomewhat ftruck with a paffage in it concerning faith. I 
had read the paflage before, but never obferved any thing 
particularly applicable to myfelf in it. I afked myfelf, 
whether I had that faith which is faving. I durft not fay 
that I had; for though I had formerly (as | thought) 
clofed with Chrift, yet it was now fuggefted to me, that 
it was only, in general, clofing with him as,a Saviour, 
without particularly clofing with him as my Saviour. J, 
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therefore, faw diftinctly that I had not directly complied 


with that commandment, Be/ieve on the Son. Unbelief 
immediately appeared to me as the moft terrible fin; 
and it was ftrikingly reprefented to me, to be the great 
fin of the Iraelites in the wildernefs; and, therefore, un- 
lefs I believed, I could never enter into the promifed 
reft. I inftantly betook mytelf to prayer; and the my 
tery of faith was opened up to me quite in a new man- 
ner. On the Sabbath morning this exercife continued, 
and I was made to apprehend Chrift as dying for me. 
But it appeared ftrange, that Chrift fhould die for one 
fo unworthy, fo vile; no, it cannot be. Who then did 
he die for? For the elect. And have not the eleét fuch 
a hard and polluted heart as [have ? They have, accord- 
ing to {cripture. Why may I not then believe? 1 muft, 
—or perifh. Accordingly, I was drawn with power to 
Chrift, and the immediate confequence of that was free- 
dom and enlargement in prayer, in claiming the pro- 
mifes, calling Chrift my Lord, and my God, anda reft- 
ing on him for all. A new light was caft on thefe paf- 
fages of {cripture; and books that were formerly obfcure, 
I now underftood, and found them favoury and full of 


comfort. 
(To be continued. ) 
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LETTER III. 
My Frienp, 


INSIST on it, as long as Chriftians do not prove by 

their actions, that they themfelves believe, fo long it 
will be in vain for them to require faith from unbelievers. 
And the negle¢t of praétical Chriftianity ts, and will con- 
tinue to be, the principal caufe of {peculative unbelief. 
Bat Jet us now go one ftep farther, and confider the 
gaufes of the decay of practical Chriftianity. I think this 








Letter ET. AIG 


fo neceffary, that I would rather not have made the firft 
ftep than to neglect the fecond. If pra¢tical Chrifti- 
anity were neither needful nor poffible, the — part 
of Chriftians coutd not act much otherwife than they do 
at preient. And this pofition, founded on experience, 
leads me naturally to the inquiry, whether, perhaps, the 
greateft part of Chriftians reckon pra actical Chriftianity 
either neceffary or poffible. At firft, this whole inquiry 
feemed to me to be unreafonable. Only I found that 
when I had ftated the queftion fomewhat more learnedly, 
there had been actually great and carnett difputes among 
the learned on both thete heads, and I could not help 
obferving, that the moft abfurd queftion becomes fpe- 
cious when it is put ina learned garb. But IJ likewife 
found, that in order to difcover the truth or falfehood of 
a pofition, one needs only to confider it naked, and by 
itfelf. 

Cana man become holy by good works? No. So fays 
a queftion in the Proteftant Catechiim, with its anfwer. 
The queftion 1s {criptural, and the anfwer is a true one. 
But the queftion is not fo certain in the Catechifm as tt 
is in the Bible. Every one may think as he pleates, but 
I am of opinion, that the mifunderftanding of this quef- 
tion has corrupted many Chriftians. Paul does not rifk 
this pofition, without giving it, if I may fo fpeak, a co- 
vering before and behind. For: before that he fhews 
that a man cannot be faved by good works; he had al- 
ready fhewn that man was to be faved by grace, and when 
he had inferred the firft of thefe pofitions from the laft, 
as a confequence, he minds nothing fo much as to fienit 
his doétrine, fo as to make it appear, that good works 
are infeparable from a ftate of grace. Rea oni 1. Vi: 
1,2. Gal. uv. 16, 17. Eph. un. 8, 9, 10. you will difco- 
ver what I fay, and you will find the pofition always 
doubly guarded. The retult of all thefe texts that {peak 
of the free juftification of a finner, and of the morality of 
a forgiven finner, is this: God, out of his free grace, 
forgives a finner all this fins, though the law condemns 
him, and promifes him eternal life. Now, this torgive- 
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neis ought to be the greateft motive to this finner, to — 
love God, and to keep his law; and God forgives us our 
fins that we may finno more; andif a finner does not ufe 
his forgivenefs as a motive to obedience, he fcorns the 
falvation that is promited him, 

Let one confider a murderer whom the law condemns, 
and whom the prince does not pardon. He mutt die. 
Therefore no finner can he faved by a law that he has 
broken. 

Next, let us imagine a murderer, whom the law 
condemns, and whom the prince does zot pardon, but 
who commits no more murders. This man alfo cannot 
claim his life for his obferving the law afterwards, 

Again, let us imagine a murderer, whom the prince 
pardons, but forbids him to commit any more murders, 
who, notwithftanding, becomes again guilty of murder. 
This man, by tranfereffing the law, fcorns that life that 
was granted him by the favour of his prince. 

Laftly, let us imagine the murderer whom the prince 
pardons, but forbids him to tranfgrefs the law for the fu- 
ture: Providing that he commits no more tranfgreffions, 
he is only happy by the favour of his prince, and not by 
his own doings. 

Nothing can be plainer than this: we fee that what 
phyfical prefcripttons are to a patient, moral prefcriptions 
are to a Chriftian. A hydropick perfon cannot be cured 
of his dropfy by the beft diet; but when he is cured, a 
diforderly life may again expofe him to the lofs of his 
health. To give one example more. If a prodigal, who 
is become a bankrupt, receives. a prefent from a friend, 
whereby he isdelivered from his poverty, and made a rich 
man, it is plain that he has become rich without fruga- 
lity; but it is no lefs plain, that he cannot long conti- 
nue to be rich without frugality. Good works cannot 
purchafe falvation to any man, but evil works can de- 
prive men of falvation, To have been a finner does not 
damna man, but to continue a finner 1s truly damnable. 

From this theory, which cannot be more plainly ex- 
preffed in few words, you may argue what you pleaie, 
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Every confequence will be a fcriptural do&trine, fo that I 
may fay with Montefquieu, that “ after I had difcovered 
the fundamental doctrine, all that I was feeking came to 
me of itfelf.” According to this theory, the law 1s not 
repealed, but eftablifhed. According to thistheory, the 
Chriftian keeps the law, without being under the law, as 
he keeps the law by loving the lawgiver, who has been 
fo gracious as to forgive hin. According to this theory, 
the Chriftian performs thofe good works on which the 
{cripture infifts fo much, and they all flow from that 
principle from which they fhould flow, viz. from faith. 
And for this reafon I cannot imagine any morality like 
the morality of Chriftians. You will fay, how inhuman 
muft an offender be who has deferved death, and will 
not love the prince that has granted him his life! 

I do not underftand how a Chriftian.can fall into the 
conceit of feparating the grace of God from the fanéti- 
fication of men. ‘The {cripture does not fpeak only of 
the grace of God, nor only of good works. It {peaks 
of both, and the place, Eph. 1. 8, 9, 10. fhows the na- 
ture of the connection in which both thefe ftand to 
each other fo plainly, that it muft have been difficult 
either for a legal or a lawlefs Chriftian to feparate them. 
This place is the fineft commentary on the whole theory. 

After one has convinced men of the neceffity of prac- 
tical Chriftianity, the poffibility of it {till continues to 
be a ftumbling-block, as if God could require of men 
what was not poffible. But what is the effect of this? 
As there are Chriftians who will do nothing, fo there 
have been Chriftians who require too much, and have 
drawn the ftrings fo tight, that none could hope to bear 
them; I mean thofe people whom they call Pietifts, the 
Effenes of the Chnftians. What a pity is it, that men, 
who were in the right way, fhould have gone farther than 
they ought to have gone? I often think, with furprife, 
on the cenfures that were pronounced in my country, 
on thofe who firit joined this fect. Men {coffed at thefe 
people, who withed to be wifer than other Chriftians, and 
who made conicience of avoiding falfehood and perjury 
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in their dealings: they condemned thofe as obftinate, 


who abhorred drunkennefs. What a lofs was this! Yet 
: it istrue, that this fect, which infilts fo ftrongly on prac- 
A tical mee iene has been a oreat hindrance to its pro- 
4 grefs. He that requires too much, ought not to be fur- 


prifed that nothing is done; and in this the Pietifts have 
been much miftaken. T hey were not fatished with for- 
bidding Chriftians thofe things that were really fins, but 








| they likewife prohibited them from many things that 
4 were not fins. According to them, to wear ruffles was a 
“ jin; to{moke tobacco was a fin; and dancing was abo- 
: minable. What was the refult of this? It was always 
f to be feared, that he who feemed to bea good Chrittian, 
: 


was a mere Pharifee, who, while he omitted things that 
were not fins, did others that were really fins. It was 
further to be fufpecéted, that a man who would not bea 
Pietift, fhould conceive an averfion to real Chriftianity. 
Dear friend, it 1s ealy to conceive, that a Chriftian, 
af who Is no longer a child in his faith, no longer loves the 
? plays of children ; ; and I know not why any man fhould 
* endeavour to perfuade thofe who defpifed them, to join 
with himin them. Thofe, indeed, mutt be head-ftrong 
and infpudent children, who would laugh at a man be- 
caufe he would not play at ball with them, But I think 
it is {till more cruel, that men fhould abfolutely wen 
ia bit the ball to children. Let us allow them the ball while 
B they are children, and when they are no longer children, 
ie they will throw it away of their own accord, 
E Practical Chriftianity, when neither rated toohigh, nor 
a too low, is that ftate of man in which fin no longer rules, . 
Re but the love of the Father. Let not fin have dominion 
over you, fays Paul; and John infifts on the love of the 
Father. A practical Chriftian, therefore, is one in whom 
the love of the Father has become the ruling paffion. 
Confider the inftructive ftory of the prodigal fon. It 1s, 





Gy in general, the hiftory of a finner, both before and after 
" his conv erfion. Pleafure was once the ruling pafhion of 
iy this young man. He was forgiven. Now, love to his 
ne kind and merciful Father 1s become his ruling paffion. 
ia 
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Will you fay that fuch a ftate is impoffible? Is it ims 
poffible that a child fhould love his father? And is it im- 
prokenie: that a forgiven prodigal, reftored to the favour 
of his father, fhould love him? The parental fociety is 
the moft natural, the moft ancient, and the beft known. 
It is the moft perfect and excellent ftandard to which all 
the others may be reduced. The beft king is the father 
of his people, and the beft fubjects are thole who have a 
child-like affection to their prince. The {cripture re- 
duces the whole of praétical Chriftianity to the ftate of 
childhood, and places the whole defign of the fending 
of Jefus Chrift in making men the children of God. For 
when John, in the beginning of his gotpel, fets forth 
Chrift coming into the world: in all his majeity, he could 
affign no higher nor more beautiful defiga of his com- 
ing than this: He came, fays he, and to them who re- 
ceived him, he gave power to become the fons of God. 
Is it now in the leaft doubtful, what a Chriftian ought 
to be? Or, is it impoffible that he fhould be what he 
ought? A true Chriftian cannot be an angel, he can 
only be a child. Now, a child may love his father, 


and yet may tranfgrefs againft him. A child may 


ftumble, even when he is haftening into the arms of 
his father; but as long as he has the feelings of a child 
he cannot hate his father. And fo the cripture {peaks 
of practical Chriftianity. “* My little children, thefe 
things write I unto you, that ye fin not; and if any 
man at, e have an advocate with the Puther. Jefus 
Chrift the ‘dalaniies.! You may, perhaps, now fay, how 
was it poflible that men fhould difpute about practical 
Chriftianity: Ifa certain queftion fhould remain in our 
Catechifms, the anfwer to it ought to be more diftinét, 
or elfe the whole queftion ought to be left out. It is 
this: Can man perfectly keep the law A God? The an- 
{wer is, No: but, as was faid juft now; fhould this quef- 
tion remain, the anfwer would be this: Not perfectly, 
but like achild. To fin, and to find one’s whole plea- 
fure in finning, are things infinitely different from each 
other; and Paul makes ufe of another phrafe of the 
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like import. For if we fin wilfully, after that we have 
received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 
more facrifice for fins. Ifa finner is to be reformed, it 
ought to be fhewn to him diftin@tly, that he is not what 
he ‘might be, and what fome others really are. Perhaps 
he defires not to be better than other men, but if he is 
to be reformed, we ought to thew him, that he 1s worfe 
than other men. 

The ftate of God’s children 1s different from thofe of 
men ; firft, in this, that their Father in Heaven is a {pi- 
rit, who mutt be worthipped ; in{pirit and intruth. Se- 
condly, in this, that the children of God have an infi- 
nitely larger coinpafs of duties, which comprehends all 
that can come under the name of duty. When a fon 
fins, he does not always trangrefs his father’s law, but he 
always tranfgrefics God’s law, fo that we may fee, that 
to be the children of God confines men within much 
ftricter limits than their duty to their earthly parents. 

Let us confider, then, that as the fenfual appetites 
muit have evidently sained the afcendant in a man like 
the prodigal fon, we may fee, that the rational affections in 
man muft be ftrengthened before the love of the father 
becomes his ruling affection. And we need only to reflect 
on the power of an acquired habit, in order to be con- 

vinced of it. None could readily have obferved the 
ftrife betwixt the rational and fenfual powers fo well a 
Paul did. Read the feventh chapter of the Epiftle to 
the Romans, and when you have confidered it, you will 
find that all this 1s agreeable to experience. But you 
will likewife find, that an higher power is neceflary, in 
order to f{trengthen the rational powersin men. One of 
the moft religious thoughts that I find in Leibnitz’s 
Theodica 1s this: It is inconceivable that God fhould 
fuffer power to be wanting to one that has good will. I 
alfo know not why the divine fpirit, who, by his omni- 
prefence, works on all things, fhould not likewife work 
on the human foul, which 1s fufceptible of ftrong i im- 
preffions, ftili more ‘ftronely than upon bodies ; and ftill 
lefs do I conceive why he fhould not work on a foul 
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that defires to be wife and upright, more firongly than on 
other fouls that defire no fuch thing. For here, as one 
obferves, we ftrive not in our own ftrength, and therefore 
we muft fucceed, for it 1s God who eth in us both 
to will and todo of his good pleafure. When did a fa- 
ther give his fon a ftone when he defired bread? Pray 
often, and God would not be God if he did not. hear 
you. 

Dear friend, what man has the fucceffion of his 
thoughts fully in hisown power? And as long as it con- 
tinues to be true, that no man has his foul fully in his 
power, I know not why we fhould not leave it in the 
hands of God: it cannot be in better hands. It depends 
ona man, whether his thoughts fhould become retolu- 
tions, and his refolutions actions; yet there are very many 
cafes in which a man wifhes for an increafe of ftrength in 
order to refolve, and to enable him to carry his refolu- 
tions into effect. You fee then, that practical Chriftianity 
1s attainable, and that the help of an higher power is ne- 
ceflary for its actual attainment. 

With re{pect to the degree that we may wy in prac- 
tical Chriftianity, it muft be underftood, that it may and 
mu({t increafe; yetit can never be fo high here as not 
to need more increafe, or to render fighting unneceflary. 
As long as we live, we mult be actuated at once by the 
fernifual and the rational appetites. Our whole honour 
is the victory. Reft, without fighting, is not to be ex- 
pected here. Let us imagine a body, impelled at once 
by two pertons in different GireCtiOns, and moving in a 
diagonal line betwixt them: let that fide of the paral- 
lelogram that repretents the fenfual powers be always be- 
coming fhorter: that 1s all we can hope for. 

But wherefore do we not folemnly honour thofe who 
have lived as they ought, and who have made great ad- 


vances in practical Chriftianity ? The Catholics have too, 


many faints, and the Proteftants have none at all. BNE 

Catholics pray to them, and the Proteftants laugh 

them. Why do we this? The reality of holinefs in fome 

convinces us {trongly of the poflibility of it in others; and 
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when a Chriftian fees that any particular individuals ac: 
tually live as one ought to live, they will no longer 
doubt of the poffibility < of practical ‘Chriftianity. Let us 
only fhow then@fuch Chriftians, they need not be any 
wonder-working faints. Such would only frighten them, 
being fo far elevated above them, that they cannot ex- 
pect t tocome up tothem. F hey only need to be good 
men, and thefe are great enough without the help of 
miracles. How neceflary i is. it fot the church to have, 
at leaft in their paftors, living examples of holy conver- 
fation! How beautiful would it be, if every one of thefe 
could fay with Paul, “ Dear brethren, be followers of 
me, and obferve thofe who walk fo as they have us for 
anexample. Be ye therefore followers of me, even as I 
am of Chrift.” Thofe among the hearers who were 
likewife examples, ought to be more diftinguifhed, both 
in their life-time and after their death. The falfe and 
feigned lives of Chriftians muft, by all means, be abo- 
hfhed; and, inftead of them, the judging of the dead, in 
the manner of the Egyptians, ought to be introduced. 
Many outward inftitutions may, nay, ought to be fet on 
foot, for the promoting of pradtical | Chiiftianity. But 
it is not time to ipeak of thete at prefent ; my letter has 
already been too long without them. Farewell. 


[We are sorry to find, in these excellent Letters, any thing which 
merits reprehension. Among other sen timenits, not very cautiously 
expressed, there is one, too erroneous to pass without remark. The 
Author represents the conflict described in the 7th chapter of the 
Epistle to the Romans, as a * strife betwixt the rational and sensua} 
“ howers.” Tis is certainly wrong. But at present we shall only 
caution the reader against the mistake, reminding him, that the 
struggle described in Komans vil. is not between the rational and 
st sensual powers,” ina carnal man; but between the principle of 
grace and the principle of corrup tion in a regeneratéd Man: and one 
which cannot exist in anv other. It is mentioned again by the same 
Apostle, in G. 4 v.17. Lhe flesh lusteth again: t the Siri irit, and the Shirt 
against the fresh as GAN: 5 ee are contrary the one to the other, so th at ye can~ 
wot do the thing: that ye we ould. We prom: s€ a paper on i! Lis subie tn 


the next Number of the Magazine. ] kK. 
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tiftorical Sketch of the Inhitution, Defign, Sc. of the So 
ciety for pr opagating the Gofpel amoung the Indians, ai id 
others in North- America. . 


N the year 1762, a number of gentlemen affociated, 

with the defign of eftab] ithing a Society fimilar to 
that of which we are now about to give an account. 
They collected a large fund, and obtaineda charter of 
inc orporation from the government here, and began 
warmly and zealoufly to profecute their pious and bene- 
volent object. But, when the act of their Incorporation 
was fent to England for allowance, the Archbifhop of 
Canterbury*, jealous left this fhould interfere with the 
Society eftablifhed in Great-Britain, or perhaps unwilling 
that perfons not well affected to epifcopacy fhould ob- 
tain new influence and power by this means, obtained 
from the king a negative on the incorporating bill. It 
fell, of courfe, and the zeal of its fupporters, in a great 
meafure, fell with it, for no more was heard concerning 
it till after the Revolution which made us ai iIncepen- 
dent peopie. 

In the year 1787,a commiffion from the anspor in 
Scotland, for propagating Chriftian Knowledge, was re 
ceived by a number of oentlemen in Bofton and its vi- 
cinity, to fuperintend the funcs of the Soctety, which 
were devoted to chriftianizing the aboriginal natives of 
America. Afhamed that more folicitude for this object 
fhould be difcovered by foreigners than by themfelves, 
thefe gentlemen revived the former plan, and aflociated 
for the purpote of forming a Society fimilar to that in 
Scotland. They petitioned the General Aflembly for a 
charter, which was granted them, with the adequate 
powers, at the clofe of the fame year, 1787. 

Their next objeét was to raife fuch funds as fhould be 
neceflary for the purpofes which they had inview. Two 
methods occurred, as proper to be taken. On ne was, 
to obtain a Brief from the Adembly for a colle€tion in 
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Jasper Mauuuit’s letter to Mr. Bowdoir, dated April 7, 196 
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all the churches of the State. This was cheerfully grant- 
ed; but it was by no means fo productive as might have 
been expected, the whole amount of it being only 1561 
dollars and one qgnt. The other was a private fubfcrip- 
tion among the members of the Society and other bene- 
volent and pious perfons. This was adopted with more 
fuccefs; fo that now the funds of the Society, appropri- 
ated to their general purpofes, yield an annual income 
of 338 dollars and 74 cents. 

The late Hon. John Alford, Efq. of Charleftown, in 
his laft will, devifed a large {um of money, to be devoted 
to the purpofe of {preading the knowledge of the gof- 
pel among the Heathen. Hlisexecutor, the late Rich- 
ard Cary, Efg. had never, till the incorporation of this 
Society, found any body of men to whom he might en- 
truft this fum witna pro{pect of its being applied agree- 
ably to the intentions of the donor. Tothem, however, 
he transferred it, and the annual income arifing from it, 
is 414 dollars and 36 cents. 

In the difpotal of this money, the Society have con- 
fulted the beft interefts of the Indians, to whom it is 
folely appropriated. They affift in the fupport of the 
Rev, Mr. Mayhew, of Martha’s Vineyard, Mr. Hawley, 
of Marfhpee, and Mr. Sergeant, of New-Stockbridgc ; 
all of whom are’ Miffionartes to the Indians. On Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard they fupport a number of {mall {chools 
for Indian children. The Society have allo furnifhed to 
the {chools, which are fupported by other means at 
Marfhpee, Oneida, and New-Stockbridge, books, paper, 
and every neceffary. Believing, that to civilize thefe 
people is one great and neceffary ftep towards chriftian- 
izing them, the Society have fupplied the Indian inha- 
bitants of New-Stockbridge with many implements of 
hufbandry, fuch as ploughs, chains, and hoes. They 
have affitted them in building {chool-houfes, and a houfe 
for their minifter; and they have defrayed the expente 
of printing the Affembly’s Catechi{m, which had been 
tranflated into the language of thefe Indians. The So- 
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ciety have alio been careful to diftribute books upon 
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pious and practical fubjects, in fuch numbers as they 
thought expedient and ufeful. In this way, fince the 
firft eftablifhment of the inftitution, the Indians have 
received 38 Bibles, 84 Teftaments, 1§0 Spelling-books, 
Ss Primmers, 48 Watts’s Plalms and Hymns, 18 Pfal- 
ters, and 79 other books; amounting in the whole to 
544: 

Notwithftanding the difcouragements which have at- 
tended almoft all the attempts to chriftianize the Indi- 
fans, the Society feel it to be their duty {hill to continue 
them. Their funds will not admit of fending Miffion- 
aries into diftant parts of the continent, or to feek out 
thofe nations of Indians who are wholly unconne¢ted 
with the white inhabitants. Their attempts are con- 
fined to thofe tribes interfperfed among the white inha- 
bitants, or in their neighbourhood. The with of the 
Society 1s to propagate and cherifh the {pirit of Chrifti- 
anity in the minds of thefe people, and, as their means 
and opportunity will admit, gradually to difleminate 
chriftian knowledge among more diftant tribes. 

That part of the funds of the Society which 1s not 
appropriated folely to the Indians, has been expended 
by them in purchafing {chool-books, and books of pie- 
ty and devotion, which have been diftributed among 
the poor inhabitants 1n the eaftern parts of this common- 
wealth. This diftributton has been followed with the 
beft effects. Children have had the means of inftruc- 
tion, and perfonsin more advanced life have had the fe- 
rious impreffions early made upon their minds, revived 
and itrenethened, which they would otherwife have been 
in great danger of lofing in places where they cannot 
enjoy the advantage of attending upon the public infti- 
nations and ordinances of chriftianity. In profecution 
of thefe falutary purpofes, the Society have given away, 
{ince the year 1787, 210 Bibles , 768 Teftame nts, 969 
Spell ing- books, 634 Pialters, 1566 Primmers, 94 of 
Watts’s Pfalins 2 and i Ty mns, 78 of Doddridge’s Rite and 
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Progrets of Religion in the Soul, and 4024 other books, 


mott ly pamphlets, but many large and valuable treati- 
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es, making in the whole (if we include what were given 

to the Indians) 8987. Some of thefe books have been 
given to the Society, in confequence of their publickly 
requefting the aid of pious and charitable perfons in ef- 
fecting the purpofes of their incorporation. 

It will be oblerved that « Do ddndge’s Rife and Pro- 
ereis of Religion in the Soul” is mentioned in the above 
catalosue of books given away by the Society, and the 
public will nave an idea of the nature of the practical 
books diftributed when it is faid, that they beara very 
near refemblance to this excellent treatife. Books of 
controverfy never, 1n a fingle inftance, have entered the 
Society’s catalogue ; for their object is not to eftablith 
modes and forms, nor to propagate any private or party 
fyftems; their object 1s, to promote the interefts of true 
religion, and bring men to know and obcy “ the truth 
as it isin Jefus.”’ 

It has been fuggefted, that thefe books have, in fome 
piaces, been partially and improperly diftributed. None 
of thefe complaints have been authenticated to the Socie- 
ty, and they hope that there is no a for them. 
They made it arule, fo long as it was found ufeful and 
practicable, to furnifh their Mifionaries with books, 
to be diftributed, according to their judgment, in the 
feveral places where they preached and baptized. When 
they had no Miffionaries, or when vale centlemen 
found it dificult to carry wed ‘Romks with them in 
journies of fome hundreds of miles, the Society fent them 
to gentlemen of honour, loatabban and abilities, in dif- 
ferent places, requetting them to take the trouble of fur- 
nifhing their poor neighbours according to their beft 
judgment. Ii, in any one inftance (and in more than 
one the Society has no grounds for fufpicion) this has 
not been done, they can only exprefs their regret, and 
declare, that they always meant to employ perlons of 
inteerity and virtue only in this pleafing office. 

Miffionaries were mentioned, in the Jatt paragraph, as 
employed by the Society. Thefe Miffionartes were fent 
to the vacant towns and plantations in the eaftern parts 
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of this commonwealth, and the Society have been en- 
abled to fend them by means of grants made to them by 
the General Affembly of this commonwealth. In con- 
{equence of a petition from the Society, prefented in the 
year 1791, the Treafurer was directed to pay them five 
hundred dollars a year, for three years. An account of 
the mannerin which this money had been expended, 
was printed, and laid betore the General Court, January, 
1795, with apetition, that the grant fhould be conti- 
nued. ‘This was fo far complied with, as that the Trea- 
furer was directed to advance five hundred dollars more 
tothe Society. This they have expended in the follow- 
ing manner, viz. 





Dollars. 
The fum remaining of the former grant was = 70 
Received of the Trealurerin 1796, . . . 500 
bY as 





Paid in 1796. To Rev. Mr. Coffin, . . 100 
Rev. Mr. Johnfon, . 100 
Rev. Mr. Strickland, for) __ 





QO 
a miffion of 3 months, § “- 
n19o). 10 fet Lome, ... >< 306 
xev. Mr. Eaton, . . 100 
55° 
Remains of the grants, 20 


The peifons whom the Society have employed as 
Miffionaries, were either perfonally known to them, or 
were recommended by perfons in whom they could 
place confidence. They have reafon to believe that their 
jervices were ufeful; they know that they were accept- 
able. The people attended upon their miniftrations with 
great readinefs and apparent fatisfaction. ‘They bap- 
tized great numbers of children, and many adults. In 
feyeral places they have gathered churches, and in more 
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have eftablifhed and confirmed habits of regard to the 
duties and offices of religion which were formed before, 
Their difcourfes and their converfation have tended to 
check the progrefs of error and vice, and to confirm the 
wavering. Full and grateful teflimonials have been re- 
ceived by the Society fromi many places on thefe fub- 
jects ; aad earne{t requefts pre fented to them, that they 
would continue ‘their attentions of this kind. Should 
the grants be continued by the General Affembly (which 
they hope), thefe requ uefts will be complied with. 

The allowance made to the Miffionaries of fifty dol- 
Jars a month will not be deemed extravagant, when it 1s 
faid, that they are always ordained minifters, who have 
a charge at home, anda pulpit which they mutt fupply. 
This, it isexpeéted, they will do from their allowance ; 
and they are charged alfo never to be burdenfome to the 
people among whom they minifter, but to prove to them 
that a difinterefted regard to their good alone has in- 
duced ther vifit. 

But, the views of the Society, with refpect to the man- 
ner in which their miffions fhould be condu rcted, will ap- 
pear more plainly from the following copy of the inftruc- 
tions which are regularly given to all their Miffionaries, 
VIZ. 





“ To A.B. Miffionary, &c. 
“© Rev. Sir, 

“ YOU will pleafe to attend, during your miffion, to 
the following inftructions, adopted by the Socicty for 
propagating the gofpel among the Indians, and others in 
North-America, and given to all their Miffionaries. 

“ Firft. You will unprove every opportunity of giv- 
ing private and public religious in {tructions to the ‘ob: 
jects of your miffion. You will not fuffer a day to pats, 
during the continuance of it, without attempts of this 
kind. 

“Secondly. You will be careful to {pend as little time 
as poffible in places where the people enjoy the ordinan- 
ces of religion. ‘Thofe who are without ‘thefe priv ileges, 
the poor and the deftitute, are the objects of your miflion. 
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“ Thirdly. You will not accept of any reward from 
thofe to whom you minifter, excepting neceffary fup- 
port. Let the gofpel be preached freely. 

‘* Fourthly. You will not, during your miffion, at- 
tempt the purchafe of lands, or any other fecular bufinefs, 
left the people fhould fuppofe that you are governed by 
interefted motives in coming among them. 

‘‘ Fifthly. You will keep a daily Journa!, from the 
time of your leaving home, of your proceedings, parti- 
cularly a lift of the baptifms which you may adminifter, 
and an exact account of the manner in which you diftri- 
bute the books entrufted to your care. The Society 
wifh you the prefence and bleffing of Heaven; and in 
their name, I fubfcribe myfelf your, &c. 


C. D. Prefident.” 
“<i. F. Secretary.” 


It has been the cuftom of the Society to advance one 
half of their allowance to the Miffionaries on their fet- 
ting out, but not to pay the other till they have ex- 
hibited the journal required by the above inftructions. 

Con{cious that they have no other motive than a wifh 
to do good, the Society fubmit the above account .of 
the manner in which they have difcharged their truft, 
to the General Affembly and to their fellow citizens. 
They may have erred in their judgments, but they 
know that their intentions have been pure. ‘They afk 
the aid of the government, and of the pious and muni- 
ficent, to enable them to tage the objects of their 
inftitution; and requeft the prayers of al good men, 
that the bleffing of Heaven may crown their endeavours 
with ifucccis. 

By Order, 


Peter THATCHER, Sec'ly. 
Bofion, Fanuary, 1798. 
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A brief Abfirad of the Proceedings and Fund of the Maf- 
fachufeits Miffionary Society. 


N imprefiion of the importance of the knowledge 
A of the gofpel of Chnift to the prefent interefts, 
and cipecially to the future falvation of men, and a folici- 
tude for thote portions of the human race which are ei- 
ther partially or totally deftitute of this knowledge, origi- 
nated Tue Massacuuszetts Misstonary Socrety. 
It was initituted in 1799; and, at its firft meeting, 
May 28, in that year, it confifte ed of thirty-eight mem- 
bers. ne conftitution was, foon after publifhed, with 
an Addre{s to all Chriftians defirous of the propagation 
of the ¢ volpel foliciting their ferious attention to the ob- 
ject contemplated by. the Society. This object is de- 
clared, in the conftitution, to be, ** to diffufe the know- 
ledge of the gofpcl among the Heathens, as well as 
other people in the remote parts of our country, where 
Chrift 1s feldom or never preached.” A {mali fund was 
raifed by the contribution of the members of the So- 
ciety and of others ; ; and feveral minifters were chofen to 
form a miffion to the frontiers of the United States. 
Obftacles prevented the elected Miffionaries from en- 

gaging in the fervice. a fuccefs of the inftitution, 

h owever, fo f far as | it reiates to the acceffion of members 
and an accumulation of the fund, has been fully equal 
to the expectation of the Society. At the annual meet- 
ing, on the 27th of laft May, it appeared, that the 
whole number of member s was one hundred and nine- 
teen: andthe fund amounts to upwards of a thoufand 
dollars, and is increafing beth from the annual contri- 
butions of its members, and the liberal donations of the 
pious and liberal. 


Encouraged by its augmented refources, the Society 

at their la meeting, voted to employ four Miffionaries, 
ih enfuing {ummer, to commence a ferious execution 
of its defica. Four ordained minifters were, accordingly, 
elected for the miffion ; two of whom, by direétion 





Maffachufetts Miffionary Society. 43% 


of the truftees, are deftined for the province of Maine, 
and two for the weftern frontiers. 

Ought not the {miles of the Great Head of the church 
on the firft efforts of the mactety to be religioufly and 
eratefully acknowledged as a token foi =. ? Ought they 
not to ftimulate’ Chriftians to afford the inftitution the 
concurrent aids of their pecuniary contribution, of their 
perfonal influence, of their prayers, and of their zealous 
exertions? But we are anticipating what does not pro- 
perly belong to this flatement of facts. The motives 
for giving the Society a prompt and pious patronage are 
fully exhibited in the fubjoined Addrefs. May the pe- 
rufal of it excite in the bofoms of its readers that {pirit of 
Chriftian philanthropy and charity, which will infure their 
co-operation in promoting the benevolent purpofes of 
the Society, and caute the dlefing of many that are ready 
to peri/h to come upon them! 


June 24, 1800. 


The Officers of the Society for the enfuing year, are: 
Rev. Nathanael Emmons, D. D. Prefdeut. 


Rev. Samuel Auftin, Secretary. 

Deacon John Simpkins, Lreafurer. 

Rev. Mefirs. David Sanford, > 
Daniel Hopkins, 
Ezra Weld, 


Samuel Spring, 





Samuel Niles, +  Lruftees. 
Jofeph Barker, 

Samuel Auittin, 

Abtel Pans 

Jonathan Strong, 
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An Addrefs of the Maffachufetts Mifionary Society to the 
Public. 


Men, Brethren, and Fathers, 


HE charitable obje&t of the Massacuuserts 

Missionary SocieEry, 1s the only apology for 

this iriendly aAddrefs. For, to ‘diffute the knowledge of 

the gofpel ‘among the heathen and other people almott 

deftitute of it, manifeftly correfponds with the command 
of Chrift, and the benevolence of his ditciples. 

Alas, how dark the moral ftate of the world from 
Adam to the Saviour! How dark alfo the period from > 
the Chriftian era to the prefent time! For though it is 
ne that the earth contains eight hundred millions 

€ hu man inhabitants, we find but - fift ty millions on the 
prote {tant lift, and nearly five Auydred millions on the litt 
of benighted Pagans. Jews, Mahometans, and others, 
whofe reliok ous theory is diverle from the gofpel, com- 
prife the reft. The flock of Chrift has ‘alway ys been 
fall: and Zion ftill mourns becaufe but few celebrate 
her folemn featfts. 

But, let us paute a moment. How long fhall this 
dark period of the church continue ? Shall the adverfary 
controul e human race till the final confummation ? 
Is this the decree of the Almighty? We donot oe ead 

the fer eure es. We rather believe Satan will fhortly lofe 
his malignant influence, and that all nations will embrace 
the Lora Jetus. Remembering then, that Zion’s God 
directs all the revolutions of kingdoms and empires ; that 
the hearts of all men are in his hand, we cannot but 
thankfully notice the chriftian charity and zeal which 
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falvation. While, therefore, we expeét the ie . 
wheels of providence will foon introduce the} joyful day 
of Zion, fhail not the followers of the Lamb gird es 
their loinsand double their diligence? If we with to dit- 
pel the fatal ignorance which broods over the minds of 
millions of the wretched natives; if we with to arm our 
infant fettlements againft the increafine powers of infi- 
delity: in one word, if we fup.emely ‘love the glory of 
God in the falvation of fouis, let.us harmonize with the 
{pirit of gofpel miffions: For until the elect fhall be ga- 
thered; or Chrift fhall recall his fervants from their Ia- 
bours, this command, ‘* Preach the gofpel to every crea- 
ture,’ will remain in full force. Inftead of dreaming, 
like idle men, that there is a lion in the way, let us ad- 
vance in the name of the Lord, and remove every diffi- 
culty, and furmount every obitacle. By perfonal exer- 
tions, merely, we can do nothing ; but by tlre gracious 
influence of the Almighty wecan do all things: For the 
Lord effects the purpotes of his grace, not “by the wif- 
dom and power of man, but by the energy of his holy 
Spirit. If we embrace Chrift to conduét and fupport 
us, we have nothing to fear but our own declenfion. 
Oppofition will fly before us, and mountains become 
plains. Let not the day of {mail things be lefpited. 

Let preachers of the gofpel, who are befl qualified for 
Miffionaries, accept the elevated office, and m agnity it 
from end to’ end of our extenfive and deftitute territory. 
Let our brethren, both in the city and country, who 
poffefs property, poffets allo charitable hearts, and im- 
prove their riches by fupporting faithful muffions, till the 
wilderne(fs fhall bow before the king of Zion: For what 
qualified Miflionartes can quit their domeftic and paro- 
chial connections, and foend their time, and exhauft their 
ftreneth, among the remote {ett lements, without incur- 
ring heavy expenfe ?. The labourer is worthy of his hire; 
and to fupport the moft ufeful miffions, we mutt be fur- 
nithed with antwerable funds. But the earth is the Lord’s 
and the fullncis thereof: and we willingly believe, that 
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pecuniary means to erect gofpel churches beyond the 
Weftern mountains and lakes, where the agin. na- 
tives are offering facrifices to devils. Prayer and pecu- 
niary aid are : both ne ceflary to carry into effect the noble 
defign of Miffionary Societies: And is it poffible for the 
work to fail while Chriftians pray fervently for its fuccels, 
and men of property love the fouls of their fellow mor- 
tals? How eafy for a {mall number of men, who pof- 
feis but a common fhare of property, to fupport feveral 
Miffonaries from year to } eat? A thoufand dollars only 
of golpel charity will fatail much bread for ftarving 
fouls in the wilder: et 

While the Society wifely improves in i and ge- 

neroufly rewards faithful M fiona aries, wl ty fhall not our 
eg increafe like a river which is fupphied by thoufands 
of brooks and unremitting iprings? All good men love 
to do good, and to snehiecanncsia. For it is more bleffed 


1 


to give than it 1s to receive. t the chi dr ‘en of prof- 
perity, t theserare take the ieaelaie of their property, 
and devotea fenall fhare of it, at leaft, to ornament the 


temple of falvation. Let them give a portion to feven 
and alfo to eight. - Money devoted to the Miffionary 
fund is fo much p recious property previoufly lodged in 
the bank of heaven. Chrift loves and w nl bountiful ly re- 
ward te cheerful giver. A fingle cent of gotpel charity, 
in Chrift’s eftimation, is more valaable than mines of 
filver wpe cold in the contracted hands of felfifhnefs, 
hall we then be remifs while the falvation of thoufands 
aces on M:fhionary exertions ? Shall we nct commi- 
ferate the vaft number of children who never faw the 
Bible, nor any of Chrift’s péluitbess > Shall we be atten- 
tive to objects of the leaft importance, and neglect thofe 
of the greateft importance? Shall we be out-done by the 
men of the world? Shall the mifer painfully penetrate 
the bowels of the earth in quett of glittering duft? Shall 
the merchant meet every danger of the elements, both 
at home and abroad, to ac nulate weaith? SI all the 
emulous fons of fcience waite the midnight la Mp, and 


even lite itfelf, to regnller their names among the lite- 
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rati? Shall Columbus, and other navigators, quit their 
native fhores, and explore the globe, amidft all the in- 
clemency of the feafons, and othe + indefcribable dangers, 
to difcover a new {pot of land to oarpetuiate their names? 
Shall kingdoms and empires be depopulated? Shall 
millions of the human race bleed ana die to procure the 
victor’s laurel? Shall the greateft efforts be made, and 
the greateft fufferings be endured, for nothing; and fhall 
we neglect the falvation of immortal fouls? Shal Il Chrif- 
tians be furpaffed in exertions bY the children of this 
world? No. Let us then turn the tables, and be influ- 
enced by the example of enterprifing Miffionaries. Shall 
the unwearied Jefuits fly from weft to eaft, and eaft to 
weft, thoufands of leagues, to profelyte the Pagans § 
Shall the benevolent and p rion: mente: ng Moravi- 
ans explore the northern regions, and bleed, an 
and die, to warm and pin the hearts of the poor 
heathen, with divine love and grace? Shall Av/zor, 
Brainard, and others of congenial fouls, forever wear the 
{parkling crowns which they earned among the native 
tribes? Shall Britith Chriftians, at the prefent day, bea 
the glad tidings of grace to the other fide of the world: 
Shall all thefe, and many more crm oe be prefented 
to our view in vain? In one wor rd, fhall Chrift die to 
give us an opportunity to promote the 
and fhall be remain indolent, and let them : 
ever? God forbid. For how, alas! can we etfcape, if 
we neglect the means siedure power of promoting the oreat 
falvation of others? Let us then thow ourielves men, 
and act ntisoednd- to truth. What would be the duty 
of the heathen were we in their condition and they in 
ours? Suppofe the change to be aciuaily made; fup- 
pofe them now clothed with gofpel advantas 
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others who neglect to furnifh the deftitute with gofpel 
advantages, endure the criterion which Chrift will | final- 
ly adopt? For, to neglect the falvation of fouls, is 
to neglect and ditregard the Saviour. The faithful 
only will finally receive the crown of eternal life; but 
how can men be faithful who knowingly neglect their 
advan ages to {pread the knowledge of falvation among 
the deititute ? ‘* Go out and compel them to come in, 
“‘ that my houfe may be filled,” 1s the unalterable in- 
junctio on of divine args With this the apoftles unt- 
formly complied, and were they to revifit the world, 
neither the heathen tribes, nor any other deftitute peo- 
ple, would be neglected. Every quarter of the globe, 
the moft folitary slabes not er would witnefs the 
pungent inftructions of Paul, the burning zeal of Peter, 
and the divine eloquence of Apollos. Faithful men! 
ample reward ! 

Now, Chriftian friends and fellow mortals, are thefe 
things interefting ? The reprefentation we confefs is ma- 
nifeitly inadequate to the obje&t. The one half is not 
told; but the path of duty is plain to thofe who are 
willing to embrace it. The field is wide, the work is 
ereat, and the encouragement is moft excellent. If we 
feck the Lord, we ihall find him: If we devoutly ac- 
knowledge him in our charitable attempt to diffule the 
Knowledge of the e gotpel, he will guide and fupport us. 

While then the members of the Society will pun¢ctu- 
ally and taithfully actend the bufinefs of the annual meet- 
ing according to the {pirit of the conftitution; and while 

the Truftees and Rinceneneetes it is hoped, willa& anfwer- 
ably to the repofed confidence, fhall we not expect God’s 
bleffing ? Shall we not experience the charity, and realize 
the libera ; mat Dee ns of Zion’s triends whoare not mem- 
bers of the Society? p ervent prayers and generous dona- 
tions are partic ularly necefiary to fupport the caufe which 
we advocate. Wall a eracious’God own and blefs the 
Socicty, and make it extenfively ufeful to the fouls of 
men, and plentifully reward its benefactors, and fill the 
world with the elory of his great name. 
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A concife View of she prefent State of Evangelical Res 
ligion throughout the World. 


{Continued from page 320, and concluded. ] 


SWITZERLAND. 


ASSING up the Rhine to its fource, we know, at 
Franckfort and Neuwied, and probably at other 
places, that there is a faithful people, witnefling to the 
power of the golpel, extending their defires to the Hea- 
then, and longing for the fpread of faving truth into all 
Jands. We have aflured evidence, that the Swifs Can- 
tons, however declined in religion, or ravaged by inva- 
ders, are not deftitute of the living power of godlinefs, 
and many are affociated for the revival of true Chriftiani- 
ty. At Bafil and Zurich are found men in whom is the 
Spirit of the living God, who are united to {pread his 
glorious gofpel around them, and are zealoufly difpofed 
to forward Miffionary efforts among the Heathen. Such 
a marked evidence of active exertions manifefts the re- 
maining power of divine grace in the midft of them; 
and that from them fhall the word of God again found 
forth, and that they fhall be made bleffed and happy 
in{truments in the preaching of the everlafting gofpel. 


FRANCE. 


In the prefent convulfed and turbid ftate of that great 
nation, where all religion feems fora while to be over- 
turned, it is difficult to fay what true religion 1s yet hid- 
den among them, and what may be hoped, when quiet 
of any kind, and a fettled government, fhall fucceed to 
the ftate of war, and ravage, under which all the pro- 
vinces groan. Many proteftants are found holding faft 
the faithful word. We know that in Languedoc an 
earne(t defire has been exprefled, to fend among them 
minifters, who fhould preach the pure goipel of Chrift, 
We have evidences that fome fuch are labouring with 
zcal in Alface, in connection with the Society at  Bafil : 


and it can hardly be doubted, that in other places, 
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however the fpirit of Proteftant zeal may have declined, 
that the Lord hath not left himfelf without witnefles, 
When the day fhall come, that friendly intercourfe be- 
tween contending nations fhall be reftored, the number 
of thefe will probably be found more than we expected, 
and the very mileries of the kingdom to have contributed 
tocall men’s minds to a deeper confideration of eternal 
things. Though I can look only to thofe of the re- 
formed religion for the extenfion of the Redeemer’s 
kinedom, a and believe it is from them it muft arife; I 
mean not to fuggeft, that real {piritual men may not be 
found among the French Catholics, who have not re- 
nounced the Lord fefus Chrift, though they may have 
been reftrained from more open confeffion of him in thofe 
days of rebuke and blafphemy; and this good, I truft, 
fall arife out of all the evils which have preceded, that 
men’s minds will be more prepared for the gofpel-word, 
and greater liberty in religious matters be admitted, 
whatever party may finally prevail, than was before. 
The very kindnets fhewn to their exiles, will teach, at 
leaft, a more tolerant fpirit. If the barriers of bigotry 
are broken down, and feats of the ftumbling-blocks re- 
moved out of the way, divine truth will find eafier ac- 
cefs; and, whenever the Lord fhall {peak the word, 
great will be the company of the preachers. Why may 
not this people, after all its convulfions, become a praile 
in the earth? 

From this review, therefore, of the Proteftant caufe 
on the continent, there appears, in all lands, a precious 
feed counted tothe Lord for a generation, and a body 

ready for active fervice, though {mall, and of no reputa- 
tion; yet among the weak things of God that are > {tronger 
than men. 

In all the Catholic countries, a ftate of great debility 
has been apparent, and the vials of wrath have been par- 
ticularly poured out on the throne of the beaft. The 
ecclefiaftics, the convents, and all the wealth and mag- 
nificence attached to them, have been in an efpecial 
manner the objects of deftruction ; and are fo falicn, as 
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probably never to rife up again to their former weight 
and importance. ‘The prevalence of impiety and infide- 
lity, however greatly to be deplored, has caft contempt 
upon the dogmas of Popery, and loofened every man’s 
bonds from that fervitude of opinion, in which they had 
been fo long held. ‘To read and thinks a liberty now 
ecnerally taken ; and however the beit things are abufed, 
the benefits, with all the abufes, greatly preponderate, 
Perfecution, on account of opinions, will, henceforth, 
more difficultly be fupported, and its favagenels at leaft 
controuled. A fenfe of intereft, as well'as the dictates of 
humanity, preicribes greater indulgence to men of dif- 
ferent fentiments,: whilft they,are ufeful, peaceable, and 
induftrious fubjects. Even the lawleffnets, libertinifm, 
and univerial rage for pleature, however criminal, offer 
no fuch barriers to divine truth, and the convictions of 
con{cience, as the falfe religion, fuperititious practices, 
and commutations of Poperys. The idea of pardon 
being to be purchafed 1n this lifes; and the torments of the 
next ‘bought off, were much more fatal opiates to the 
confcience than all the fuggeftions of infidelity. The 
latter Jeft the heart more open to the {word of the e Spirit, 
which is the word of God; the former fleeled men 
again{t all conviction, and lulled the contcience afleep in 
a pretended religious hope; and there was no hope. 
Thus, all the circumftances. confidered, in all the lands 
of Popery , the obftructions are certainly diminifhed, and 
the way of accefs eaficr for the admiffion of evangelical 
truth, and a filent preparation made for the way of the 
Lord. I have no: doubt that a few years will {ee the pure 
gotpel preached,jn France, and even in that er 
country, the Netherlands, Italy, reicued by the wa: 
rigors of the Greek and Proteftant profefiions, i in a great 
meafure, can hardly forbid toleration to we religion of 
their defenders; we Spain and Portugal, though laft, 


yet, in the end, fhall be cn lohtened with Oe beams of 


eoipel-grace. ™ the confideration, therefore, of all cir- 
cuniitances on the Comiacnt. Tl cannot but infer the 
great declenfion of the Popith power, the more abundant 
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facility for the admiffion of religious inquiry, and the 
probability, that as the arms of perfecution are weakened, 

the exertions of the faithful will be increafed ; and a 
part of the preflure being taken off the {pring, its elafti- 
city will overcome the remaining refiftance. I look for- 
ward to the approaching century with hope, for great in- 
creafe of the one true church of the redeemed, whote 
names are written in heaven. 

. THE BRITISH ISLES. 

Britain feems preferved in a peculiar manner for the 
purpoles of God’s glory in the revival of religion in the 
earth. Providentially favoured with an extenfion of 
commerce, fuch as no nation ever before potleffed ; en- 
abled by her refources to ftop the ravages of the Gallic 
torrent, which threatened to {weep the earth with defo- 
Jation; and in her bofom containing a body of fuch faith- 
ful people, as perhaps no other kingdom on the earth 
can produce: the amazing increafe of eofpel- truth among 
ourfelves, the {pirit of activity which hath been of late 

exerted to make known the glory, and to erect the king- 
dom of our Immanuel in the hearts of men—the many, 
and increafing affociations, to diffufe the knowledge of 
Chrift Jefus—the vaft number of faithful witneffes rifing 
up at home—and the readinefs of a multitude to devote 
themfelves to the fervice of the Heathen in all lands.— 
All thefe things {peak an’ era highly aufpicious to the 
progrefs of evangelical religion, and the more extenfive 
{pread of true Chriftianity, than our times had before 
feen or hoped for, or any of the ages that are paft pre- 
fented to our view. It 1s indeed yet but the morning 
{pread upon the mountains; but if-God will work, it 
fhall fhine more ‘and more unto the perfe&t day. De- 
ploring, as we juftly may, the wide fpreading ravages of 
infidel opinions; the eager purtuits of difapation which 
abounding wealth affords ; the earthly tempers engen- 
dered and nourifhed by great commercial engagements ; 

and the irreligion of the many, the wife, the mighty, and 
the noble ; yet 1s there found in the midft of us, a great 
and active body, who have the kingdom of the Lord 
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and his Chrift fupremely at heart, and are willing to 
{pend and be fpent in this bleffed work. Nor at any 
tine fince the Reformation hath there been found a 
more diffufed knowledge of the truths of the gofpel, and 
a more apparent difpofition to extend the communica- 
tion of them to the ends of the earth. 

It isa favourable feature in the comparifon of our con- 
dition with other nations, that in our feminaries of 
learning, openinfidelity meets no encouragement. Our 
univerfities profes orthodoxy; and however they have 
fhared in the general tint, and been degraded in the {cale 
of Chriftian graces, there is {till found in the midft of 
them a precious feed, and increafing, of thofe who are 
not afhamed of the sofpel of Chrift. And though too 
many come forth who have drank of the bitter waters, 
and go out to feck their place in the worldly fan¢ctuary 
of the church, eager to fecure its preferments, and little 

careful of the fouls committed to their charge; yet fome 
are found men of a different ftamp, who “have not fo 
Jearned Chrift,'but have been taught, by the great Inter- 
preter, the things which be of the Spirit of God, and 
faithfully preach and teach Jeius Chrifl. It is alfoa 
fingular token for good, that feveral highly-promifing 
feminaries are erected entirely with a view to maintain 
the purity of gofpel-truth, into which none are inten- 
tionally admitted, nor from which any are fent out, but 
fuch as give reafonable ground of confidence, that they 
have themfelves tafted that the Lord is eracious, and 
expect no higher honour or reward, than to be able to 
teitify to others how gracious that Lord is, and how 
bleffed are they who know, love, ferve, and enjoy nits 

About two thoufand fuch we have in the midft of us al 
ready labouring, and heard by about fix hundred cba 
fand auditors with ferious attention: and whilft the num- 
ber of the faithful preachers 1s continually increafing, 
the Lord is pleafed to add unto his church daily of fuch 
as fhall be faved. It isa pleafing fact, which in my re- 
fearches has come underamy own ‘k nowledge, 2 and fhould 
itimulate to growing activity in the work of God, that 
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the labours of an individual have been blcffed fo exten- 
fively, as to have cailed about forty perfons to the know- 
ledge of the truth under his miaiftry,. who are now 
preaching the gofpel, or have finithed their courfe with 
yoy. A land where God has been pleafed fo evidently 
to manifeft his power and grace, is, I truft, referved, not 
only to be a praite in the earth, but the cholen inftru- 
ment in the hand of his providence to promote the com- 
ing of his kingdom at id elory throughout all nations, 
till the expected end fhail come. 
AMERICA 

Contains {till in its bofom, the precious feeds deftined 
to bring forth fruit unto life eternal through that vaft 
continent. The ftrugeles for HDGgEY have not proved the 
moft friendly to the progrefs of religion, yet the growing 
population, and the increafing importance of the United 
states, afford firong arguments to expect a great ditus 
fion of gofpel-knowledge. The fpread of new {ettlers, 
farther and farther among the Indian nations—the per- 
feet freedom and toleration eve ry where eftablifhed—the 
number of faithful and zealous men, who hold faft the 
faithful word—ihe number of Methoditft Societies every 
where formed—tue eftablifhments of the Moravian 
brethren—the Societies lately formed in New-York and 
Connecticut, for the purpoles of fending the gofpel to 
their Heathen neighbours, and evangeiizing the Indian 
tribes—the expulfion of the Prench trom Canada—and 
the feeblenefs of the Spaniards to the fouth; above all, 
the great revival of religion in many parts of the United 
mA ates before recorded, all conipire to open a door for 

‘eater diffufion of truth, and embolden us to expect 
Faith ful Miffionaries, who fhall arife to carry the know- 
ledge of falvation, from the banks of the Mififippi, 
through the yet MOExENe ett regions thatlead to the Pact- 
fic Ocean. Ihave before me an account of efforts made 





and making to traveric this vaft expanfe, and to form a 
ommunication with the ach Nn coafts fo late ely furvey- 
a by Captain Vancouver and Captain Broughton. Mr. 
Mackenzie, from Moatreal, has reached the fea- coalt, 
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not far from Nootka Sound, and returned. But if com- 
mercial purpofes can lead men to fuch attempts, furely 
the fouls of men are a greater object, and demand more 
mighty efforts to feck ‘and fave them. Every day the 
practicabi lity of enlarging the circle is more apparent, 
and whilft the means of new fettlements tn thefe unknown 
regions multiply, a {trong difpofition appears to carry the 
eofpel, as well as the commerce and arts of Europe, to 
the numbers of favage nations, which occupy this vaft 
territory. 
THE ISLES OF THE GREAT SOUTHERN 
OCEAN 

Are yet more acceffible, and have engaged particular 
attention; and though difficulties and d difappointments 
retard the progrefs of thofe men of God, who are engaged 
in this highly laudable attempt, to carry the ever! lafting 
golpel to thefe populous and fruitful iflands, yet fuch a 
cominencement hath been made, fuch a fund provided, 
fuch evidence obtained of the practicability of the at- 
tempt, and fuch facilities for the execution of it, that it 
can hardly be doubted, but that in a very few years that 
hemifphere will turn to the Sun of nghteoufnefs, and en- 
joy the brightnefs of his fhining. Peculiarly favourable 
circumftances will engage attention to thefe countries. 


The fertility of the foil-—the beauty and healthinefs of 


the climate—the uncivilized ftate of the natives, which 
eives Europeans fo great an advantage over then 
facility wherewith fettlements may be formed—and the 
—_ with which they can be maintained—befides the 
bability, that the fpirit of commerce and adventure 
will “prin ae eflay to fecure the firft advantages, and 
forward civilization, if the gofpel, which we have fent 
a fiould not, by its own divine power, produce all 
the happy effects upon the natives, which we h hope and 
expect to hear. 





ASIA, 

Teeming with an immenfe population, offers, throu: 
the fettlements of the Européans, ¢ , a door of 

entrance of the everlafting gotpel. In Benga!, a noble 
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attempt has been made by the Baptifts, which, though 
yet a day of {mall things, we hope fhall have great in- 
creafe; it affords one proof more, that when zeal is awake, 
there is no fuch lion inthe ftreets as fhould affright with 
his roaring. Other attempts, though feeble, are “making: 
to fend the light of truth into that benighted region, 
where, though “thoufands and ten thoufands of Europe- 
ans have fettied for the objects of gain, few have thought 
thofe of gedlineis worth purfuing, and in all that can “be 
called religion, the difference between a Chriftian, a Ma- 
homedan, and a Gentoo, is but the name. On the Ma- 
labar coaft, a few, and hast a a. few, labour asa kind of for- 
Jorn hope, under the patronage of the Society in Lon- 
don, for propagating the gotpel. Their numbers thinned 
by death; and not np ee by men or equal gris 
with the departed, the miffion languithes, ace calls for 
more vigour in the puriuit of the object, and greater care 
in the felection of the Miffionaries. A new Society of 
the Epifcopal clergy, lately formed, will, it 1s to be hoped, 
take thele defolate regions into their care, and turn wee 
attention to thefe countries, where Bramha and Maho- 
ned yet reign uncontrouled ; and where all the vaft and 
populous countries, from the Tracian Botphorus to Ja- 
pan, are almoft deftitute of every {park of Chriftianity, 
and lying in the darknefs of {piritual death: O that they 
might awake to newnefs of life ! 
AFRICA, | 
Dark as her footy inhabitants, ‘and overwhelmed with 
heathen ignorance, or the ig ome: an delufion, waits 
for the Sun of nehteoutnefs. A gleam has darted on her 
coafts, at Sicrra Leone, and a Cape of Good Hope, 
the harbinger of a bleffed day. At prefent, however, 
few, very few, are found labourers in this uncultivated 
vineyard. The report from Sierra Leone affords no fan- 
euine expectation trom that quarter. The labours of 
the good Moravians at the Cape, prefent a more hope- 
fulappearance. The attempt of Dr. Vanderkemp and 
his atiociates, has begun with the moft promifing ap- 
pearances; andif the increaie be an{werable to the com- 
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fnencement, the harveft will be plenteous. The la- 
mentable condition of fo immenfe a body of our fellow- 
men cannot but awaken the cries of the faithful for 
more labourers in this vineyard, and to expect, from the 
providential opening already made, that Ethiopia and 
Saba will foon ftretch out their hands unto God. 

From the whole of this review, it cannot but ftrike 
the attentive obferver, how very circum{cribed is the ex- 
tent of the church of the living God, and how immenfe 
the nations {till deftitute of the light of life, who are, 
notwithftanding, given to Chrift for his inheritance, and 
who fhall come forth from darknefs, and fhew them- 
felves at the divine call, when he fhall come to claim 
the throne, whofe right it 1s, and to ‘‘ overturn, over- 
““ turn, overturn,” all the enemies who fhall rife up 
aoainfthim. If we merely reafoned on the difficulties, 
and the power we poffeis, our hearts might well faint, 
and our hands be feeble; but if we believe the great and 
precious promiles, all things are poflible to him that be- 
lieveth. Heaven and earth fhall pafs away, but one jot 
or tittle of God’s word of prophecy and promife fhall 
never pals away until the whole is fulfilled. The things 
impoffible for men are poffible to God. 








ee ~ 
from the (Edinburgh) CarisTiAN MAGAZINE 
REMARKS on THE tTRivaLt UsE oF THE LOT, 
AND oN STATE LOTTERIES. 
Quando 


Mayer avaritia fatuit sinus? alea quando 

Si: ater lov. 
WB Y many it is doubted whether, in thefe gofpel-days, 
B the ufe of the lot be in any cafe allowable. With- 
out entering into this queftion at Whi 00 it will furely be 
eranted, that the incontiderate ome loyment of it is fin- 
tul; that, being a direct appeal to the Almighty, it fhould 





* Freely translated—“* When did av arice more ab bound? When 
were chance-ga imes, or references to the lot, more common?” 
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be made only on the moft momentous occafions, and 
thould be conducted with folemnity and prayer, after 
the example of the apoftlesat the choofing of a colleague. 
Let us briefly fee the opinion of good men on this 
fubject. “* The lot is an appeal to God, and lawtul to 
be ufed in matters wot otherwife deter minable, provided it 
be done ina folemn, religious manner, and with prayer. 
Heury. ‘s Lots are an appeal to Providence, and it 
becomes us to ufe them ferioufly in important cafes, that 
can't well be determined otherwife, and not about trifles 
In a hedicnnes way.” Guife ‘Games of chance 
are contrary to the unerring rule which fhould regulate 
our conduct. There ts an effential difference between 
fuch games, and thofe of mere fkill.. In the ufe of any 
thine that depends not immediately on fecond caufes, 
there Is a tacit appeal to Providence for a decifion.”— 
“ To ufe the lot, then, on trifling occafions, for mere 
amufement, and Without any ferious regard to the will 
oi the Almighty, is to abuie it, to profane the facred 
name, and to proftitute a divine ordinance.” “Fermeit. 
Other authors might be quoted, but thete are fa- 
miliar, and their writings are acccffible to every perton. 
The “* days of purim” (lots) feem to have revived. 
It is now no uncommon thing to fee men determining 


cy 


difputed civil advantages by lot. Baleful is the example 


when Chriitians give into this p ‘actice of tortilege.* 
What are called reffes, and Jetteries fe very pts whe- 
ther conducted by men of eminence, or by | 
pirics, (hould by them be di anmalioal 

It is re cadily eranted, that there 1s no text directly pro- 


hibitory of the /o/emn ute of the lot, although Its expedi- 











* It is pity that a great religious Society in England should annu- 
ally appoint Its Dircéto rs by dot. That the first ret aer as in 
m: anner degrading a certain number of members, ns as a delicate ad 
difficult piece of business, 1s readily allowed ; but that the w isdom of 
the Society is not now equal to the choice of its direCtion by common 
vote, will not even be pleaded by the members themselves; and they 
will surely adimit, that where athing ts clearly within the ¢ ompas S Oh 
man’s compre! hension and abilities, it is temping God to require 
miraculous inte! position. 
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ency is not evident from Scripture. But furely Chrifti- 
ans, who have been accuftomed to the ¢rivza/ ule of the 
lot, or to adventure in the State Lottery, may weil 
paufe and confid ee when they find that fuch practices 
were regretted, and declared unlawful by heathens them- 
felves! 





Ludere do€ttor 

vetitd legious aled. Horace. 

‘¢ More fkilled to play at chance-games, which are pro- 
“* hibited by the law: 

In the reign of Queen Anne, all lotteries were fup- 
srefied by an act of parliament, as nuifances to the public. 
In the reign of the late King, feveral {tatutes were —- 
{trictly prohibiting all private lotteries, dice, cards, and 
other chance-games, then in vogue, under a high penal- 
ty. Thefe aéts are {till in force acaintt private ‘lotteries, 
dice, &c. though parliament, with no ereat confiitency, 
authorifes a public lottery. Even to this day, no lottery- 
tickets are ailgered to be tranfacted at Oxford or Cam- 
bridge, left the numerous-youth, who refort to thet 
famed fevdinaries of learning, might be: tainted with a 
pafhon for that {pecies of gambling. 





Chriftians are inftruéted to « provide things honef 


3) 


in the fight of all men, : and are often warned to beware 
of covetoufnefs and avarice. How Chriftian dabblers tn 
the State Lottery will reconcile their conduct to thete 
principles I know not. If they will only difpaffionately 
attempt fuch a reconciliation, their conviction and re- 
formation muft, I think, enfue. 

The uncommon fuccefs which Jaft feafon attended 
fome Scottifh adventurers in the-Lottery, 1s apt now to 
encourage others to fimilar hazards, and to entice novi- 
ces to ** try their fortune.” 

In fome.of the Edinburgh newfpapers of laft month, 
a lottery advertifement appeared,. which candidly ac- 
knowledges, in the beginning of it, that * Lotteries, it 
may be laid. in fome (ort, are mor al evils,” a teitimony 
to the truth, which, as coming from the keeneft enemy, 
rom thole who have every motive to encourage lotte- 
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ries, ought to have the more’weight. It then goes on: 
** Yet, like many other evils, the wife and virtuous may 
turn lotteries to /ome good.” Thus, fome men are not 
afhamed publicly to recommend to the * wife and vir- 
tuous”’ the encouragement of “* moral evi/s,” that ** fome 
good” may come. In the judgment of Paul, the “ dam- 
nation” of fuch men is “ juft.” The fame advertife- 
ment concludes with avebapaiy propofing to families, 
“9 very little zew economy,” and ‘a very little new zn- 
dufiry,’ fo as to enable them to hold a chance for a prize 
in the Irith State Lottery! 

A fingle view of the horrid mifery which 1s yearly ex- 
hibited at Guildhall, at the drawing of the Britith State 
Lottery, would effectually wean every perfon of feeling 
from encouraging, in the moft remote degree, a fyftem 
that drags fo much unhappinefs tn its train. ‘ In vain,” 
fays an elegant and affectionate writer, ‘ in vain govern- 

ment endeavours to fupprefs gaming-tables of a certain 
deicription, while it holds out the lure of a public lot- 
tery ; an impolitical, finful,and dangerous {cheme of rait- 
ing money. It has beggared thoulands, and really en- 
riches none. It leads to the ruin of individuals, parti- 
cularly of mechanics and feryants; and increafes the ge- 
neral corruption of morals. Anxiety of mind, neglect 
of bufinefs, intemperance, poverty, theft, and fmicide, 
are in its train. It deferves the fevereft reprobation from 
every ferious and good citizen. If you encourage that 
wicked, abominable, and en{naring {cheme, by your 
voice or example, you contribute to its native and per- 
nicious confequences. I envy not the principles nor the 
feelings of the man who can be pleafed with the greateft 
prize at fuch an expenfe. How different from the gain 
of honeft induftry, enhanced by toil, and {weetened with 
the approbation of a good conicience!”? The wretches 
above referred to are,.in general, idleand diffolute perfons, 
chicfly women, who having no ability to purchate fhares 
of tickets, content themfeives with betting againft each 
other, that fuch a number will come up a prize, and fuch 
Scarcely a ticket is drawn byt ahowl of 
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mifery or groan of difappointment is fet up by fome of 
thefe poor creatures, who are compelled otten to pledge 
the coat or gown on their back, or the ftockings and fhoes 
in which they walk. Noone but a fyeCtator can form 
any adequate idea of the diftreffing mifery thus involved 
by the drawing of the lottery, and which, alas! too fre- 
quently terminates in an Old Bailey trial for theft, orin 
fhocking fuicide! This evil cannot be cured but by aban- 
doning the meafure of a State Lottery. It were impof- 
fible almoft for the police to interfere in excluding even 
fuch wretches from Guildhall. If theremuftbe a lottery, 
every perfon has a mght to fee it fairly drawn; and in 
London, the rights of the fubject are perhaps more {cru- 
puloufly vindicated and infifted for, than in places re- 
mote from the feat of government. 

Upon the whole, it feems evident, that neither with 
chance-games for amufement, nor with the State Lot- 
tery for advantage, fhould Chriftians at all interfere. 


july, 1800. GNAL-PUR. 
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Report of the Direé “lors 10 the Members of the Londo 
Miffionary Society, at the Sixth General Meeting, held 
the 14th Day of May, 1800, 

‘as ~ - 


HE Report which the Dire¢tors have to make to 
Ri the prefent General Meeting, will be found to be 
diverfified with mercies and judgments. The concerns 
of the Miffionary Society, during the laft yea Face 
been peculiarly marked with providential Sood ren 
* has been the moit earne{t and cordial defire of the Di. 
~ rs, that the voice of every interpofition might be 


underitood, and its tendencies follow sad and im iproved. 
An nd | having acted under thete influences, in the diffi- 
ult and diftreffing fcenes which have been prefented to 
+ at and with all the difcretion and judgment with 
which it has pleafed God to favour them, hes truit, that 
their proceedings WI i] be confidered with Chnifien: can 
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One of the moft prominent and important events of 
the laft year, which the Directors hana to notice, is the 
removal of the greater part ¢ of the Miffionaries who had 
been tettled at Otaheite. The circumftances which led 
to this afflictive event, and which feem to have made it 
peculiarly neceflary that the married Miffionaries and 
their families fhould leave that ifland, have, for the pre- 
fent, difappointed the pleafing expectations which had 
been formed, that fcenes of focial economy and of domef- 
tic and religious happinels would have had a powerful and 
periuafive influence on the minds and manners of the na- 
tives. Seven only of the brethren being left, has alfo 
materially decreafed thofe exertions for the inftruction 
and converfion of the Heathen, which were expected to 


be made by this miffio n. On thet e accounts, therciore, 
it muit be confidered, that the extent and magnitude of 
the Society’s defigns in that land have recerved a tevere 
check; but it has been permitted by Hira, who could 
effectually have prevented it by the fmaileft exertion of 
his’ Alm ghty power ;—of Him w hohe thoughts and 
Vays are infinite in wildom, and unfearchable 1n opera- 
de ;—of Him, under whofe aufpices our brethren had 
been conducted to that its int part of the globe, and 
whofe caufe among the Heathen, we truft, they were af- 
fiduoufiy labourin = to promote. From thefe confi@era- 
tions we may furely eftablifh a firm perfuafion, and che- 
rifh an encouraging hope, that although the event which 
we now deplore may have been ne ceftary for the correc- 
tion of human wildom, and the abafement of human 
confidence, yet that it will eventually be followed with 
fuch juccets, as could only have been accomplifhed by 
the might and seems Lord of Hofts. 
The letters whi ch have been received from the Mif- 
fionaries, fince their arrival at Port Jac kfon, do not de 
tail thofe particulars which are necefiary to our forecing 
a fatisfactory judgment on the fubject of their leaving 
Otaheite; and they give no info: “mation of thofe Mit- 
fionary exertions, which, in conjunction with their bre- 
thren, it is hoped they had commenced, previous to that 
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event. The account which has fince been received from 
Otaheite, through the medium of Captain Clark, 1s very 
confolatory y, as it refpects the fafety of the remaining 
Miffionaries, and the continuance of religious worfhip in 
the midit of the natives; but the interefting detail of 
the progrefs and fuccefs of our brethren tn the great work 
ot impreffing gofpel traths on Heathen hearts, muft be 
waited for till the arrival of Captain Blyth, and the re- 
ceipt of the letters which are faid to have been com- 
mitted to his care. 

The partition o: the Otaheitan miffion has been the 
means of fettling nine of our brethren at Port Jackfon, 
in New-Holland. The hofpital ity and kindnefs with 
which they were received at that colony, and the pro- 
teétion and favour of its government which they have 
enjoyed, appear to have much affected their minds, and 
to have encouraged them to commence preaching the 
golpel to the colonifts and the military in the feveral parts 
of that fettlement. The Directors, fince hearing of 
thefe propitious proceedings, have ufed every means in 
their power to continue and increafe them. They have 
endeavoured to intereft Governor King in favour of the 
MiMionaries, and have requefted his patronage to their 
defign of ope fhing mi iffions 2 at New- Holla nd, Norfolk 
Ifland, 2 and New-Zealand, ree ag 
ble. Sh ould it pleafe God to blefs thefe efforts among 
the colonial inhabitants and the n nati re Heathen, it will 
fhow that the difpenfation of Divine Providence which 
occafioned the departure of the Miffionaries from Ota- 
heite, was either immediately directed to, or has been 
ever-ruled for, the good of New-Holland; and in the 
fequel it may prove the occation of great and extenfive 
efforts and ufefulnefs in that part of the world. 

The only information which has been received from 
Tongataboo, came by an American Captain, who vifit- 
ed that ifland not many weeks after the departure of 
Duff. The Mifionaries were then all well. We truft 
hat the power and mercy of our God have continued 
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proceedings in the arduous but bleffed work of diffipat- 
ing EHleathen darknefs, and diffeminating the knowledge 
of the true God and our Saviour Jefus Chrift. 

The return of Mr. Crook from the Marquefas has 
renioved the anxieties which were felt on account of his 
folitary refidence among the Heathen at St. Chriftina. 
No very fanguine expectations, perhaps, could be formed 
from the exertions of an individual among the uncivilized 
iflanders with whom he dwelt; and therefore no confi- 
derable difappointment has been felt at his return. 

The capture of the Du by a French privateer was 
an event clofely connected with the miffions in the South 
Seas, and therefore is proper to be mentioned in this 
place. Intelligence of this was received by the Direc- 
tors previous to their being informed of the removal of 
part of the Miffionaries trom Otaheite, and alfo to the 
return of Mr. Crook from the Marquefas. They were, 
in confequence, moft ferioufly affected at the forrowful 
recital; and their reflections on the captivity and pro- 
bable fufferings of the Miffionaries, on the failure of fo 
great an effort to vifit and f{trengthen the miffions in the 
South Seas, and on the confiderable lofs which the funds 
of the’ Society would fuftain, were pungently afflictive. 
But circumftances foon occurred, of {uch a nature, as to 
fhed fome light on the feeming darkneis of the difpenfa- 
tion: and the remarkable kindnefs which was extended 
to the Miffionaries in their captivity, and the no lefs re- 
markable providence which furthered their paflage to 
Lifbon, and from thence to their native country, com- 
pletely removed every fearon account of their perfonal 
fafety, and very much alleviated the apprehenfions which 
had been felt of the pecuniary lofs the Society would fuf- 
tain, in effecting their return to England. 

Soon after Captain Robfon’s return, the Directors tn- 
ftituted an inguiry into the circumitances connected 
with the capture of the Duff; and the unanimous op!- 
nion of the Directors, in the refult, was, “* that it was 
an event entirely providential, in no refpect implying 
any want of caution or vigilance on the part of Captain 
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Robioh, and which appears to have been unavoidable by 
the ufe of any means within his power.’ 

The exertions which the Directors were induced to 
commence, and which the public moft generoufly en- 
couraged, have confiderably replenithed the funds of 
the Society. The failure of the intended miffion to the 
South Seas 1s now,, therefore, the principal matter which 
remains to be lamented; but there are confiderations 
which will perhaps materially alleviate the poignancy of 
our reflections on this fubje&: for the prefent ftate of 
our brethren at Otaheite, and the return of Mr. Crook 
from the Marquetas, have foaltered the nature and pro- 
vifions of future miffions to thofe iflands, that very much 
of the equipment of the Duff would have been found to 
be fuperfluous and dangerous; and at leaft, every mar- 
ried Miffionary would perhaps have confidered it abfo- 
lutely neceffary to have returned home, or to venture a 
hazardous fettlement at fomé otherifland'than was origi- 
nally intended as the deftination of the miffion. Since 
the arrival of the brethren who failed in the Duff, moft 
of the married Miffionaries have judged it expedient to 
diffolve the conneétion which fubfifted between them 

and this Society : many of the fingle men have alfo de- 
clined any further fervice under its | patronage; but fome 
of the brethren continue their engagements, and are 
about to recommence a voyage to the South Se: as, In the 
Royal Admiral. 

The South African miffion is a fubjeét to which the 
Directors refer with the moft lively “pleafure, and the 
moft ardent gratitude. Its utility commenced at its 
embarkation, increafed in its progrefs to the Cape of 
Good Hope, and has continued to the date of the laft 
letters which have been received. Dr. Vanderkemp, and 
his three w orthy affociates, appear to have been made very 
ufeful among the convicts who failed with them. Their 
zealous and benevolent sar se to imprefs religious 


convictions onthe minds of thefe unhappy mena w ere ate 

tended with a divine ble ffing. Pi individuals felt 

the converting power of the gofpel of Chrift: little So- 
Vout. I. No. 6. Hi 
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cieties for prayer, and other religious exercifes, were foort 
formed ; fome who died, bore a pleating teftimony to 
the influence of divine grace ; and others, who have pro- 
i to Botany Bay, it is hoped and believed, “ are 

ranflated from darknefs to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God.”’ 

On the arrival of our brethren at the Cape, they were 
treated with great Kindnefs and affeCtion ; much refpect 
was fhown them by the government, and a general and 
lively intezeit was exhibited i in favour of sheie a intentions. 
The formation of the South African Miffionary Society, 
and its fubfequent exertions in forwarding the miffion. 
to the Botchemen and; Caffres, are proofs that the influ- 
ence of our brethren, and the operations of heavenly 
zeal have been powerfully felt. The further utility of 
that tnftitution in facilitating the intercourfe between 
this Society and its Miffionaries at the Cape, may rea- 
fonably be expected : our miffions to India may likewife 
be benefited in-their paflage, and even after their {et- 
tlement, and fuch information and affiftance be received, 
as may lead to the eftablifhment of a miffion, on the large 
anc pore land of Madagafcar. 

Dr. Vanderkemp and Mr. “Edmonds appear to have 
met not only with many encouraging circuinftances, but 
alfo with fome impediments and danger 1n their journey 
to the country of the Callies, from the war which has 
unhappily been-carried on between that nation and the 
Dutch colonifts: but it is hoped that, as peace has been 
fince reftored, their entrance into the defired country has 
been propitioutly effected. The brethren Kitcherer and 
Edwards have commenced their labours among the Bol- 
chemen, with circumftances of remarkable facility and 
encouragement. 

The letters from each of the Miffionartes in that part 
of the world breathe a ipirit of firm faith and of active 
exertion. May God, whom they fo eminently ferve.in the 
gofpel of his Son, be their pa inthe hour of danger, 
and may. he give them abundant fuccefs in their mi- 
niftrations among the Heathen. 

The Miffion to the Foulah Country, in Africa, which 
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wvas undertaken in concert with the Edinburgh and 
Glafgow Societies, and on which fix Miffionaries were 
fent, has been interrupted and fufpended. On their 
arrival at Sierra Leone, they found that wars were raging 
in the interior of the country, and that 1t was impoflibl e 
to penetrate into the nation of the Foulshs: they there- 
fore teparated into three parties, with a view of f labouring 
in the vicinity of the Britifh colony, tilla favourable op- 
portunity fhould offer of purfuing the object of their def- 
tination. But it has pleafed God to remov e, by death 
three of thefe Miffionaries; the fourth found :t nece -flary 
to return home. Mr. Brunton, in confe quence of the 
death of Mr. Clark, the late Chaplain, of the Colony, 
has been appointed, provifionally, to fupp!y his place, 
and Mr. Gregg continues preaching to the natives, and 
educating their children on the Rio Pangos, with fome 
profpects of fuccefs. The Edinburgh Society have tent 
out another Miffionary to affift Mr. Gregg; 2 and the oo 
rectors of this Society have put one ot their Miffionari 

in a courfe ofinftruction In the Arabic language, viele a 
view tothe interior of Africa. And it 1s boned, that by 
preaching the gofpel in that language, and by the intro- 
duction of the Bible, tranflated into ‘Atabic. he may be 
the means of planting the religion of Jefus Chrift in that 
hitherto neglected country. 

Since the laft General Meeting, the Directors h ave re- 
ceived feveral letters from Mr. Forfyth, the Society’s 
Miffionary in the Eaft-Indies. It 1s expected, that be- 
fore this time, he has fixed on a favourable {pot ( (inthe 
vicinity of Calcutta) for the commencement of his mif- 
fionary labours, as it does not appear that he has met 
with any material impediment in his defign of profecut- 
ing this important fervice. He complains of, and f fee]. 
ingly laments, the extreme depravity and deeply-rooted 
{fuperititions of the Hindox 08, which render them very 
inimical to the fimplicity and purity of the gofpel. He 

requeits that add Hitional Miffictiarles may be fent to his 
afiftance, and points out fuch means for their intro- 
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providential opening, for the increafe of Miffionary labour 
and fuccefs in that populous, but dreadfully depraved 
country. This miffion muft, therefore, be confidered as 
in its infancy: very little as yet can have been done, but 
much ufeful information has been acquired, and the 
Directors will, no doubt, avail themfelves of every affitt- 
ance that has be en, or may be given, to fend out more 
Jabourers into this eaftern part of our Lord’s vineyard. 

Mr. Hillyard, the Society’s Miffionary at Twilingate, 
in Newlountlead, has commenced his labours among 
the inhabitants with favourable tokens of the divine 
bleffing. Huis letters breathe a f{pirit of fimplicity and 
Zeal ; his acceptance at iitinenes has been friendly and 
cordial, and his preaching appears already to have been 

made uleful. As the Directors have peculiarly had in 
their view the religious inftruction of the Heathen, and 
the introduction of the gofpel into Heathen countries, 
they think it will be proper to cherifh every miffion, 
which has been, or may be eftablifhed in the neighbour- 
hood of fuch countries; to be thankful for the good that 
has already refulted from them, and to watch for every 
favourable opportunity of extending them to the prin- 
cipal and avowed objects, for which the Miffionary So- 
ciety was inftituted. 

Under the influence of thefe fentiments, the Direc- 
tors have ferioufly attended to feveral applications which 
they have received from Quebec, in North-America. 
Thefe letters contain very affecting in? age ations of 
the deplorable ftate of the inhabitants in the province of 
Canada, as to their ignorance and profligacy, arifing 
from the almoft total want of religious inftruction. The 
good that, with the divine bleffing, might be accom- 
plifhed by means of our Miffionaries, and the proba- 
bility of an opening being made to preach the gofpel 
among the Heathen in that province, were reafons that, 
after much deliberation, induced the gies to ae 


two Mifhonaries to Quebec; and the Directors have 
siven them fuch 1 ee lions, as they tro{t w oe lead to 
extenfive and permanent utctulnef 
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The preceding part of this Report includes an ac- 
count of every miffion that had been undertaken by 
this Society previous to the laft Annual Meeting. The 


intelligence which has been received from every quarter, 


has been fo amply detailed and fo generally diffufed by 
means, of the Evangelical Magazine, that only the lead- 
ing particulars and material points have been ftated in 
this Report. ‘The mifion to Quebec is the only one 
which has been carried into execution, by the authority 
and fince the period of the Jaft Annual Meeting. It is 
now the duty of the Directors to prefent the ftate of 
the concerns of this Society, in regard to fuch exer- 
tions as are making toreinforce the miffions already efta- 
blifhed, and to prepare others for fuch places as have 
been fanctioned by proper authority. 

After the receipt of the painful intelligence of the cap- 
ture of the Duff, and the removal of a part of the Mif- 
fionaries from Otaheite, the ftate of the miffions in the 
South Seas was maturely confidered, and it was unanie 
moufly retolved, that the brethren at Otahcite and Ton- 
eataboo fhould be v ifited; and inquiry was made as to 
the beft and {peedieft methods of accomplifhing this ob- 
1e€t. Several methods were {oon fuggett ed, andj in the 
mid{t of fome indecifion which to prefer, an offer was 
made by the owners of the Royal Admiral. To this of- 
fer, after due attention, preference was given; both on 
—— of the comparative cheapne(s of the terms, and 
of the advantage of fending our Miffionaries under the 
infpeétion of a gentleman of Captain William Wilfon’s 

character and experience. 

It was at firft intended, that the miffion to be fent by 
this opportunity fhould include the Sand wich iflands and 
the ane) but it being afterwards flated by Cap- 
tain Wilfon, that it would not comport with the object 
of his voyage to vifit thofe iflands, without excluding 

the Friendly iflands, the miffions were therefore necet- 
farily limited to Otaheite and Tongataboo. After fre- 
munications with the owners of the Royal Ad- 
miral, and mature deliberations in the meetings of the 
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Dire€ors, it was at length concluded, ‘ that the owners 
of the Royal Admiral fhall carry out any number of 
Miffionaries, not exceeding thirty, to Tongataboo ; 
fhall land a certain part of them there, if it fhall be 
deemed proper, and then proceed with the remainder to 
Otaheite, or with the whole of the Miffionaries (includ- 
ing thofe that may be found at Tongataboo), if it is not 
thought fafe to leave them there. “That the fhip hall 
{tay twenty-one days at thete iflands, if neceflary, for the 
fafety of the Miffionaries ; and that 000M. fhail be al- 
lowed for thete fervices. That if in the event of failing 
to Otahcite with the MiMionaries, that ifland fhall not be 
found in a proper ftate to receive them, and it be deemed 
expedient to return ¢4em, as well as to carry thole that 
may be found at Otaheite to Tongataboo, 6ool. be al- 
lowed tor this fervice. The fhip to tarry fifteen days at 
the latter place to fettle the MiMionaries, if neceflary ; 
and that if it fhall not be found practicable to fettle any 
Miffionaries at either Otaheite or Tongataboo, two fhil- 
lines per day be allowed for the conveyance of each of 
them to India.” 

The Directors, both in their deliberations and tn the 
equipment of this miffion, earneftly wifhed that fome 
difpatches might arrive from the brethren at Otaheite 
and Tongataboo, that their {tate and the circumftances 
of the miffions might be known; and that the intended 
reinforcement might be {uited in every refpect to the ac- 
tually required purpote s. ‘The information received by 
Captain Clark only partially gratified them, and it being 
very uncertain when Captain Blythe may arrive with 
the letters front Otaheite, and alfo when any intelligence 
from Tongataboo may be received, the Disetkors con- 

cluded it to be their duty to fend out as many Miffion- 
aries as could be {pared by the Royal Admural. They 
provided, however, in their agreement with the owners 
of that fhip— That if any intelligence fhould be ob- 
tained previous to her failing, that may make it unnecei- 
fary to fend Miffionartes to aie of the above places, 

that agreement may be ict alide, on the owners receiv- 
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ing a proper compenfation for fuch expente as they nity 
have incurred in preparing to put the Society’s prefent 
defign into execution;” and they have alfo ufed their 
utmoft prudence and wifdom, both in the equipment of 
the Miffionaries, and in the attrudkions which have been 
addreffed to them and to Captain Wilfon: thus endea- 
vouring to provide for every contingent circumftance 
which may occur, in the beft poffible manner, in the ab- 
fence of that particular and local information which they 
earneftly defired, but which could not at the prefent be 
obtained. 

In confequence of this refolution and agreement, 
twelve Miffionaries have been fent to Portf{mouth, to 
embark in the Royal Admiral, and two minifters of the 
direction have attended them thither, to fuperintend 
their comfortable fettlement on board of that fhip. The 
report which thefe gentlemen have made fince their re- 
turn, is pleafing and warty te It afcertains the kind- 
nefs and affection which the {friends at Portf{mouth con- 
tinue to fhow toward our Miffionaries; the cheerful de- 
votednefs with which our brethren have embarked to 
profecute their important purpofes; the folemn impref- 
fion which was made on their minds at the time of their 
defignation in the Rev. Mr. Griffin’s meeting ; the lively 
intereft which a large auditory appeared to Y take in this 
weighty and affecting concern; and the readinefs which 
the convicts on board the fhip have manifefted to hear 
the word of God preached, and to join in other ordt- 
nances of Chriftian devotion. The impreffive and happy 
fcenes which were exhibited among the convicts on board 
the owen ae during her pafiage to the Cape, by 
the means of Dr. Vanderkemp, and his worthy aflociates, 
will, it 1s hoped, by the divine blefling on the exertion 
of our brethren, be alfo realized on “board the Royal 
Admiral. May the mercy of ourGod be manifelied 
in tranflating many of thefe poor convicts from the bon- 
dage of Satan into the kingdom of his dear Son! 

The very pleafing and encouraging accounts that have 
been received from the Miffionaries, in the vicinity of 





et eter 


te: 
a ae 
m 


—_ >a 


- a oe -~ rs 
Pal ae See ee sae oe eh hie ee ee ce 


oe 








“ah wat 
Sie 
eee 


ae aS 
piace am imcietenee rene te 9 





one 
oe 
came word 





. = 


St at aie 


rrr 1 


464 Report of the Direttors of the 


th® Cape of Good Hope, and the requefts for affiftanée, 
which hen been ‘hehidted | in their letters, have long fince 


induced the Directors to refolve on fending {ix or eight . 


pertons to reinforce the miffions to the Caffres and Bof- 
chemen, and to penetrate into other Heathen nations 
on that extentive continent. It is intended that a part 
of this reinforcement fhall be perfons from this country, 

and the other part from Holland. A continued corref- 
pondence has been carried on with the Netherland Mif- 
fionary Society, for the provifion of their part of the Mif- 
fionaries; 1n confequence of which two brethren have 

jutt arrived from Holland, and they have been joined by 
two Miffionaries from this Society, and fent to the 
Cape by the Wellefly, Captain Gordon, and with every 
recommendation and affittance that could poffibly be 
procured. 

A miffion to the Sandwich iflands made a proinjnent 
part of the bufinefs of the laft General Meeting, and it 
was attended to by the Directors in their meetings for 
fome months afterwards. The capture of the Duff, 
however, and the preflure of bufineits which the return 
of the Miffionaries occafioned, fufpended their confi- 

erations on that fubject. Thefe iflands, and the Mar- 
quefas, were included in the views of the Directors, in 
fending out Miffionaries by the Royal Admiral, but the 
impracticability of vititing them by chat fhip being ftated 
by the Captain, and the paucity of the Miffionaries, 
whom the Direétors had to fend , being confidered, a mit- 
fion to thofe iflands is, for the prefent, fufpended. 

With refpect to the Marquefas, the return or Mr. 
Crook from thote iflands affects the reaton upon which 
the Society was induced to include them in the plan of 
the laft voyage of the Duff, which was to ftrengthen and 
re-inforce a Miiffionary {tation already eftabli (hed—the 
information of the ftate of thofe lands which he has 
communicated, icaves us at prefent in fome degree of 
indecifion, as to the propriety of retumine our atte mpts 
there; and the confideration of the great attention al- 
ready paid to the introduction of miMfions into the tflands 

















pSaieolat © AP 








Lae LAE OLE 











ee Sa AE “ ae . 


= eae fe Sasso dae 





London Mifionary Society. 465 


of the South Seas, and the uncertainty we are in as to 
their eventual fucceis, lead us to conclude, that it will 
be prudent to fufpend any further proceedings or deter- 
minations refpecting thole regions, till we receive fuch 
ample information from thence as may throw light upon 
our future path. We have complied with what we ef- 
teemed our duty, in making an attempt there upon an 
extentive {cale; but as the atfpeniation of the gofpel in 
Heathen countries 1s a blefiing too high and important 
to re{t on human volitions or “exertions, we now think 
it incumbent on us to wait the intimations of Divine 
Providence, and to regulate our future proceedings ac- 
cordingly. On the return of the Royal Admiral, 
may hope to receive fuch comprehenfive selceniatiions 
from Captain Wilfon, as will affift our judgments to de- 
cide on future meafures, and, in the mean time, the at- 
tention of the Directors will be occupied by other fub- 


jects of great importance. 


But, ‘although thefe are our general impreffions re- 
foecting the South Seas, we think there are circumftan- 
ces relating to the Sandwich Iflands, which give thema 
claim on our earlier attention. The hofpitality and 
re{pect which have been recently fhown, to many of our 
countrymen who have fettled there, and who in perfect 
fafety are exciting the natives to habits of induftry, and. 
lay ing the foun dation of civilization among them, are 
confiderations of portance ; which, added to the ad- 
vantages connecied with their grape lead us to in- 
dulge the defire of vititing them, as early as we can find 
fuitable inftruments, and a fuitable conveyance. Our 
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introductory attempt muit, however, be ona {mall and 
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economical fcale. Four + Miffionarie s, {elected with pe- 
culiar regard to their religious and prote eMonal qualifica- 
tions, wi i be futfics ent for the purpofe, and their con- 
veyance muft be {utpended till an opportunity occurs of 
effecting | it on mi erate terms. 

The : Directors s will now proceed to a fubreét which 
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more extenive diffufion among Heathen nations; and 
on thete grounds they mean to “fubmit a propofition to 
the Society, and to recommend its adoption. 

‘Uhe great and important events which have occurred 
on the neighbouring continent, have deiervedly interefted 
the attention of every reflecting mind. The nature of 
our Society, whole objects are entirely ‘er leads us 
to regard them not fo much in the light of political oc- 
currences, by which the civil condition of the human 
race may be materially affected, as in that of providen- 
tial chipentations, whote iifluence has a direct relation 
to the intereft of the kingdom of Chrift. This intereft, 
it is our {pecific and appropriate duty to promote, and, 
in order to it, to avail ourfelves of the opportunities 
which occur, in confequence of the alterations which 
take place in human affairs. 

The entire abolition of papal authority in France and 
its appendages; the overthrow of that fyftem of fuper- 
ftition, which, in the judgment of Proteftants, contti- 
tuted the D sever cemge of Chriftianity, and formed the 
great apoftacy from it, are events of tranfcendent im- 
portance to the caute of religion: the principles of infi- 
delity which were originally produced out of that ty{tem, 
have been permitted, Ina great degree, to be inftrumen- 
tal inits overthrow, a and thefe fatal and deftruétive prin- 
ciples, it is fuppoted, have obtati ned in thole countries 
prevalence alrnott univerfal.” It 4s however neceflary to 

} 


re 


pene ect, that repeated declarations and ailurances have 
been given by thofe who exercife the powers of govern- 
mentin France, that the freedom of ‘religious profeffions 
will be refpected ; and t] his princ iple is ener: ifted, all o,on 
their ¢ att ng cont! citution. Weconte mplate, therefore, 
this fituatio n of things as a providential arrangement, by 
vhiclra fair and inviting opportunity ts afforded for the 
exertion of Chriftian zeal and benevolence, with the 
profpec& of abundant fuccels, 
It the providence of God has permitted the fabric of 
fuperftition to be det nolifhed by means of infidelity, can 
st be imagined that it has been with the defign of mak- 
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ing infidelity permanent? Has it not rather been, to pre- 
fent an occafion, in which the difcreet and zealous exer- 
tions of Chriftians, might procure new triumphs for their 
holy religion, and eftablifh its facred principles and cbli- 
eations on a pure and durable bafis! 

Whao is there among the followers of Chrift that feels 
not the deepeft regret, that countries fo populous, and of 
fach extenfive influence in the civilized world, fhould 
remain under the dominion of the powers of darknets? 
And what member of our inflitution would not confider 
it as an unfpeakable honour, if this Society was made 
the inftrument in any degree of eet them, and 
of introducing the juft and beneficent government of the 
Prince of Peace! 

The fuitable means of accomplifhing fo defirable a 
purpofe demand, the ‘refore, our ferious : 
political fituation of the two countries prevents the op- 
portunity of any direct intercourfe at a gh we can- 
not, therefore, refort to the expedient of pub ic preaching, 
which is doubtlet s the general and moit efhcacious means 
of propagating the gofpel; but we are not without other 
inftruments of a very powerful nature, a nd which, we 
truit, will be reco with diftinguifhed tuccefs. Iti 
well afcertained, that the prefs was the engine by whic 
infidelity shiddeed its wonders; we mean to confecrate 


this weapon ina hallowed c aute, and to ufe it as the ve 


a a 


hicle of communicating the - of heavenly ticle and 
chafing away the darknefs of error. A valuable mem- 
ber, and one of the founders of this ; Inftiturion, os fug- 
gefted the importance ot circula iting in brance and Bel- 
cium, an edition of the New Teftament, in the French 
language, to which he recommends, that a fuitable ad- 
dreis fhould be prefixed, adapted to the actual ftate of 
religion in thofe countries, and tending to remove the 
mifapprehenfions of thote ey have no deep-rooted pre- 
judice againtt Chriftianity itfelf, but have not learnt to 
iftinguith its own pure and holy nature from the ap- 
pendages by which it has been di: eth and allo to 
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charges of infidels, and refcue it from the unfounded af- 
perfions of its ignorant or depraved adverfaries. Per- 
fuaded that every member of this inftitution will feel 
{ome grateful exult ration In being inftrumental in the cir- 
eulation ot the Holy Scriptures, 1 in thofe countries where 
the community at large have in general been deprived, 
for ages, of the ufeof them; we {hall only further ftate, 
that the plan by which the diftribution of them can be 
moft difcreetly and ulefully made, will be adjufted by a 
communication with the members of the Miffionary So- 

ciety in Holland, of whofe aN, it 1s evident 
we muft, on this occafion, avai! ourfelves, and with whom 
a correlpondence of inquiry | is already opened; and we 
cherifh a hope, that the refult of this meafure will have 
an au{picious influence on the {tate of religion in the firft 
inftance, on France itfelf, and eventually on the world at 
large. 

We have now to ftate to the Society a meafure of in- 
ternal regulation, which appears to us to be likely to 
produce confiderable : advantages to the interefts of Chrif- 
tianity among Heathen and ‘ot! ner unenlightened coun- 
tries, and upon which, allio, a propotition will be framed 
and fubmitted for its approbation. ‘This meature re- 
lates to the improvement of a certain number of Mif- 
fionaries of promifing talents and approved piety, by af- 
fording them appropri te inftruction for the {pace of two 
years, “previoutly to their actual entrance on Miffionary 
duties. 

It would, per thaps, be defirable, that a confiderable 
proportion of our Mifbocvies fhould receive this ad- 
vantage; but w hilft we continue to act upon the exten- 
five {cale we have hitherto done, we fhall find this to be 
Aegan and muft theretore continue to place the 
oreater part of them under the care of the Committee of 
Rinifters, whofe meritorious attention to this important 
fervice we have already very amply experienced. We 
are, however, convinced of the defirablenefs of hav ing one 
or more, in every miffion, whofe general information and 
intellectual improvement may fit them to precide over, 
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and, 1 in a great meafure, to direct its proceedings—this 
is neceflary even in uncivilized countries ; and it is ftill 
more evidently fo in thofe attempts which it will be our 
duty to make, in fituations where an acquaintance with 
literature and focial inftututions prevail. On thefe grounds 
we recommend, that an annual {um, not exceeding 
soo}. fhould be appropriated to this object, and that the 
Directors fhouid be empowered to carry t this defign into 
effect, by thofe means which they may think are beft 
calculated to anfwer this purpofe: it 1s ie neceflary, at 
prefent, to delienate the plan upon which this improve- 
ment of the MiMionarties is intended to proceed; the Di- 
rectors will therefore only offer their general impreffions. 

As the object we have in view 1s the qualification of 
Chriftian Mioffinaries, the whole courie and tendency of 
their inftruction muft have a relation thereto, and will 
require a proceis, in fome refpect diffimuar from that 
which may be proper in other feminaries, where the 
Chriftian miniftry in this country is the ot Ne Ct. We cer- 
tainly with, that cur ftudents may acquire a foundnefs 
of judgme ent on general lubjects 5 but the limitted term 
allotted for their ir gus eatane does not admit of their 
attaining more than a rudimental acquaintance with fe- 
veral branches of ufeful knor wledge; it is not therefore 
{fo much our aim to make them accurate critics, accom- 
plifhed orators, or profoundly learned, as it is to impart 
to them a found and comprehenfive acquaintance with 
every branch of divine revelation, and to ftore their 
minds with whatever may give them juft id¢éas of the 
Miffionary office, and the duties it requires. For this 
purpofe they muft become weil acquainted with the hif- 
tory of Miffions, and with the various plans upon which 
they have been undertaken and purfued, that they may 
diicern to what cautes their fuccets is to be referred, an ‘ 


to what circumftances their failure has been o' wing. It 
is not, however, the communication of knowledge only, 
for which our femunarv 1s to be arid gach - it is alfo to 
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tion, and in proportion as the teacher fucceeds in this 
refpect, the Miffionary is likely to profper in this great 
undertaking. It isthe duty, indeed, of every Chriftian 
to renounce the world; but the Chriftian Miffionary ts 
called to make this facrifice by amore explicit and deci- 
five act, and the courfe of his fludies therefore muitb 
efpecially directed, to imprefs the felf-denying principle 
to prepare him for fuflering rather than {hining In the 
world ; and to impart that “deere ee of patience, perley er- 
ance, humility, and fortitude, which the difcourage- 
ments, difficulties and dangers, of the Miffionary war- 
fare, will call into frequent exercife. Thefe ar 
eeneral outlines of the p lan which it may be detfirable 
purfue, in relation to this object; to which however, 
it is Our intention to adda courle of inftruction in Sur- 
gery and Medical knowlec Ue which will be found of 
great importance in every cou antry, and quality our Mif- 
fionaries to be ufeful, like the eir Divine Matter, to the 
bodies, as well as to the fouls of men. 

We ought not to conciude this report without taking 
fome retrofpect of the concerns of the Society, whicl 
have been committed to our hands. When we confider 
the magnitude of the object, and reflect upon our own 
infufficiency, frailty, and error, we are in iprefled with 
fent:ments a humiliation and ceep regret, that our ta- 
leuts and devotednefs are fo inadequate to a work of fo 
divine a nature. We truflt, that a fincere and earneft de- 
fire to promote its extenfive tucceis, has been imparted 
to us, and continues to actuate our minds with uniatling 
ardour; and while we endeavour to acquire increafing 
wifdom, with increafing experience, we, at the fame 
time, rejoice in the (ufficiency of his power, whofe pecu- 
liar caute it 1S and who has been pleafed, in various re- 
fpeéts, to fanction and to imprets his bleffing upon our 
yr grin 
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devotion, are unabated; the exertions of minifters and 





London Mifiionary Society. 47k 


private Chriftians, in various ways, to promote the in- 
terefts of their Saviour, and the happinef of others, 
{pring from a zeal which is continually enlarging. Thefe 
are glorious effects, and it 1s generally acknowledged 
that they have sm materially promote d by our inftitu- 
tion. Thecaufe of God, we have reafon to hope, gains 
eround on the Continent. A new impulte has bez 
given to the difciples of Chrift, which they have alfa 
traced to the Susie fource; anda {pirit of prayer is there 
connected with ardent deftres and zealous endeavours to 
promote and extend the kingdom of Chriit. This king- 
dom, as from a new era, is increafing its courfe, and ex- 
tending its energies; t the difpenfations of Divine Provi- 
dence are fubordinate to it; the conflits of nations, 
and the revolutions of the world, or their peace and fta- 
bility, will be over-ruled to enlarge its interes till it 
becomes univerfal in its extent, as well as endlefs in its 
duration. 


ee a ae -—— 





Sixth Geueral Meeting of the Loudon Mifionary Society, 


LESSED be God, the very numerous attendance 
of minifters and people, at the Sixth Annual Meet- 
ing of the Miffionary Society, demonftrates, that their 
zeal is rather increafed than abated by the capture of the 
Duff, and the partial derangement ef their plans in the 
South Sea Tlands. This is a cirum/ftance fingularly 
pleafing, but might have been anticipated by thofe who 
are well acquainted with the nature and effects of true re- 
ligion. The efforts of zeal, excited by vanity, emula- 
tion, or any other corrupt prin ple, muft decline in 
proportion as difa ppointment enfeebles hope, or as grace 


+ 


detecty corruption, and dim inifhes its Influence ; while 
activity, which originates in obedience to the com- 
mands of God, and compaffion to the Duis of men, is 
as perce five and durable as the work of grace itfelf; 
and like it, is beft promoted 

as ina caufe efpoufed br 
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confidently expected ; but the time when it fhall arrive; 
or the manner in which it fhall be accomplifhed, cannot 
be always aicertained; nor is the knowledge of either 
neceflary to patient perfeverance in well doing, fince 
fuccefs is only the object of hope, and not the ftandard 
of duty. 

Under this impreffion, the members of the Society 
evidently aflembled , determined to purfue the line of 
revealed duty, and leave the iffue to Him, whofe faith- 
fulneis cannot be fufpected, though the fulfilment of his 
promiles may be apparently delayed. Gratitude was 
mingled mit: humility in all the religious fervices, com~ 
paring ro{perous with adverfe circumftances, and view- 
ing good already retulting from the events which teemed 
at firit to be moft afflictive. Surry Chapel, Tabernacle, 
Tottenham Court Chapel, and the fpacious Church of 
St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch, were crowded with devout 
and attentive hearers, and the divine prefence in the 
midit of them was happily experienced. 

The bufinets of the Society was tranfacted, between 
the intervals of religious worfhip at Haberdafher’s-Hall, 
on the three fucceffive days of the pectin, 

Some very important meafures, fuggefted in the Re- 
port of the Directors, were confidered and cordially 
adopted by the Society, and the greateft love and har- 
mony prevailed in all their deliberations. ‘he clofing 
icene, however, deferves {pecial notice, and will long be 
remembered with delight and thankfulneds. 

After the bufinefs of the oa he had fo pleafinely ter- 
minated, the Members of the Inftitution met at Zion 
Chapel, | in the ev ening, and united in folemn comme- 
moration of the dying love of their Divine Mafter. Such 

a fight has feldom occurred. Never pe ‘thaps was Heaven 
mol re fully reprefented on earth, nor its joys more fenfi- 

ly experienced. Mr. Bogue, of Gofport, prefided on 
this occafion, and twenty-five minifters befides engaged 
in giving out the hymns, prayers, exhortations, and dii- 
tribution of the elements. Above a hundred muinifters, 


itis fuppofed, were among the communicants. 
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Mr. STEINKOPF’s LETTER. 
Bafil, Oftober 23, 1799. 
Rev. Fathers and Brothers in Chrift, 


WF we ever did write to you with a particular intereft 
of our hearts, it is at prefent, when the unfortunate 
capture of your Miffionary fhip, on her fecond voyage, 
by aFrench privateer, has been confirmed by accounts 
from feveral quarters. We are concerned at this great 
trial for your Society, for the Miffionaries to whom this 
misfortune has befallen, and for thofe diftant Brethren 
that now will have to wait with prolonged anxiety for ace 
counts from their native country. We remember the 
admonition of the apoftle to fympathize with the fuffer- 
ing members of the body of Chrift, and we feel ourfelves 
called upon for redoubled interceffions in your behalf 
at the throne of grace. We will not, however, lament 
as if we were quite comfortlefs, but rather endeavour to 
{upport your and our hearts from the rich treafures of di- 
vine confolation. We will adore that God who has made 
heaven, and earth, and fea, whofe power is over all, and 
without whofe holy will and permiffion not a hair falls 
from our head. Much lefs can any thing happen with- 
out his knowledge and confent in the oreat concerns of 
his kingdom. Humbling ourlelves under his powerful 
hand, we will {till hope, where all hope feems to be at an 
end. Great are the defigns of his wonderful counfel; 
our dim eye cannot penetrate them at once; for we are 
duft and afhes, and our Saviour pronounces thofe blef- 
fed that believe, though they do not fee. In general, 
nothing is more carried on under great difficulties and 
obftacles than the concerns of the kingdom of God. 
What mountains of difficulties had the faith and the obe- 
dience of our dear Saviour himfelf to overcome! He en- 
— the moft arduous proofs, and whilft he was fink- 
ng, he conquered. Andif we think of the firtt propa- 
gation of Chriftianity by his apottles, of the reformation 
of the church in later times, and of all the great inftitu- 
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tions for promoting the caufe of God, what conflicts, 
what perfecutions, ‘which fometimes threatened to fap- 
prefs the good caufe entirely, had the men of God to 

experience, and yet the Lord crowned them with vic- 
tory and fucceis. Aug. Herman Franke, who fo meri- 
torioufly diftinguifhed himfelf by building the orphan- 
houte at Halle, began with a few guilders ; and although 
in the progrefs of ‘the work he was often in want of the 
neceflary fupplies, his heroical faith finifhed the ftruc- 
ture, which pofterity looks up to with aftonifhment. 
How manifold were the fufferings and trials of the firft 
Mifhionaries of the United Brethren upon St. Thomas 
and St. Cruie?. How many found their graves there ! 
But are there not thoufands and ten thoufands of con- 
verted Negroes, a joyful harveft of that feed of tears? In 
fhort, whatever is to be eminent and lafting in the king- 
dom of Chrift, has the ftamp of the crofs. 

Thete confiderations, together with fo many confola- 
tory icriptures, as Ifa. ly. 8, 9. * My thoughts are not 
*‘ vour thoughts,’’—and Ifa. xxvii. 29. ‘* The Lord is 
* wonderful in counfel, and excellent in working” — 
anipt re our hearts with a pleafing hope, that the Allwife 
will juftify this difpenfation in due time, in the eyes of 
all his children. And we are confident,. that God our 
Saviour will blefs the captivity of the Miffionaries for the 
{fpread_ of his gotpel in places which we did not think of, 
as he formerly bleffed the prifon of St. Paul for the fur- 
therance of it inthe very capital of the old Roman Em- 
pire. We truft alfo his power and mercy will fupport 
your hearts, not to be difpirited, but with renewed vigour 
and zeal, to purfue the great work for the converfion of 

the Heathen, that Satan rand his creatures may be dif- 
appointed by your pertevering faith, hope and love. May 
our gracious Jetus, the beginner and finifher of faith, 
let the Sun of Hope rife out of the night of this trial for 

our Enghifh Brethren, and his falvation be fpread to the 
~ remoteft corners of the earth. 

We intended firftto tranfmit with this letter, about 


‘a 
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fixty pounds fterling; but the prefent political fituation 





Mr. Steinkopf’s Letter. 475 


making it impoffible, we will defer it to the end of the 
year, when we hope to be able to fend alfo a legacy of 
about 70—75 pounds left for your miffion, by a Mifs 
Braumuller, who died this year. 

Your publications we have not received yet, and 
ours {till are here, detained on account of all communi- 
cation being rendered fo difficult. We hope you have 
received our letter of the 27th of May. With great de- 
fire we expect now your anfwer, which you will have 
the goodnefs to direct to Mr. Wierz, at Francfurth. 

For our Swifferland, the year 1799, baftening to its 
end, was atime of great affliction. The devaftations, 
occafioned by the war, are beyond defcription. O that 
you could read the lamentable accounts of the ftate of 
the little Cantons, once fo flourifhing, your heart would 
bleed for pity, and deep fighs would rife from your breaft 
to the Almighty. Towns and villages pillaged ; the fine 
cattle, the only riches of the inhabitants, killed or driven 
away; and hundreds and thoufands reduced to beggary. 
Famine begins toextend, and the orphans, the widows, 
and the poor of every age cry for bread. Our Bafil has 
fuffered, indeed, many terrors and hardfhips; but by 
the unfpeakable mercy of God has been enabled to alle- 
viate the diftrefs of thofe unfortunate countrymen; and 
the old and the young, the rich and the poor, vie with 
each other in this work of love and affiftance. Honour 
be to our Almighty God, and thanks to our praying 
Brethren! Amen. : 

We clofe with the affurance of our moft hearty af- 
fections of refpect and love, and interceffion ; beg for 
yours, and remain, 


Your Servants and Brothers, 


In the name of the Members of the Committee, 


STEINKOPF, Secretary 
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Some Account of ** The Gofpel its own Witnefs, or rhe 
‘¢ Holy Nature and Divine Harmony of the Chriftian 
“ Religion, contraited with the Immorality and Ab- 
* furdity of Detsm.” By ANDREW FULLER. 


[From the (Edinburgh) Quarterly Magazine.) 


HE exiftence of Jefus Chrift, and of his apoftles 
oe and firft minifters, is demonftrated by the writ- 
ings, at, and near their own time, even of thofe who 
rejected their divine miffion. The exiftence alfo of 
books faid to be written by them, and accounted facred, 
the fame which we poffefs; the authenticity of thefe, and 
their tranfmiffion to us, with infinitely fewer imperfec- 
tions than any writings of equal antiquity, which are uni- 
verfally efteemed to be genuine; the fincerity and found- 
nefs of mind of thofe perfons, and their ability and op- 
portunities to judge of the things whereof they report : 
thefe are points, concerning which no one qualified to 
judge, and attentive to the fubjeet, can entertain any 
reafonable doubts. The direct proofs, that thefe per- 
fons were commiffioned from heaven; the things which 
they faid, and the works which they did, which no one 
can fay or do unlefs God were with him, afford to every 
unprejudiced mind unqueftionable evidence, that the 
{cripturés are the word of God. This 1s fuch evidence, 
however, as blind men, who cannot behold the glory of 
the fun, may yet have of his exiftence. It is extremely 
injudicious indeed, to undervalue or overlook this evi- 
dence, to which Jefus and hts apoftles appealed. But 
thofe who judge it to be all that the fcriptures poffefs 
thofe who think that their own effential excellency is 
that only which fhews that they may be from God; 
thofe who reprefent this as merely auxiliary proof, the 
props and buttreffes, and not the pillar and ground of 
the truth, are ce: tainly more egregioufly miftaken. As 
Mr. Fuller has juftly faid, * If a brazen mirror were 
found on fome remote uninhabited ifland, it might be 
a doubtful matter how it came there; but, if it properly 
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reflected objects, there could be no doubt of its being a 
real mirror.” It is to this view of the proofs of divine 
revelation, and not to its hiftorical or experimental evi- 
dence, which latter hath been confounded with its in- 
trinfic evidence, that this author has applied himfelf. 
We believe that no one can perufe his work with proper 
attention, who will not judge that it is well adapted to 
eftablith Chriftians in the belief of the truth, and to ren- 
der them grounded and fettled, not moved away from 
the hope of the goipe]. Asto unbeliev ers, it ought to 
be remembered, as Dr. Warburton has fomewhere faid, 
that there * goes more towards conviction than reafon 
and argument.” ‘ A bad life (in the words of penitent 
Rochefter, in Mr. Fuller’s motto) is the only grand ob- 
jection to this book.” 

It is fit, however, for Chriftians to be frequently fhew- 

ing tothem that, as God hath not left himielf without a 
witnefs, in his wd any more than in his works, fo he 
hath thereby left thofe without excufe who overlook or 
reject it. Alas! ‘* madnefs is in the hearts of men (faid 
Solomon) while they live,” but no longer than while they 
live. Here is the origin of infidelity ;—mutt not every 
one fay fo, who has feen and known, that by the fcrip- 
tures we have received the {pirit of power, and of love, 
and of a found mind? 

The view which the author hath taken of his fubje& 
refpects the holinefs or moral perfection, and the har- 
mony of the {criptures. Their original and fupreme ex- 
cellency, in both refpects, which he admirably exhibits, 
fully eftablifhes his conclufion, and manifefts that they 
are worthy of all acceptation, from every reafonable be- 
ing. Likea fkilful painter, he hath given great relief to 
his fubject (if we may fo exprefs it), ‘by the proper dif- 

tribution of fhadow with his lights. Or, tn other words, 
Chriftianity is here contrafted with Deifm ; a term, in- 
deed, groffly mifapplied; for the God manifeft in the 
works of nature, and in the conicience of man, Is not the 
God exhibited by thofe who feek to undermine the wiit- 
ings which claim tobe his word. Thofe who honour not 
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the Son, honour not, but mifreprefent and vilify the 
Father, who fent him. Mr. Fuller’s book is divided into 
twoparts. The firft fets forth the holinefs of the Chrif. 
tian religion—the fecond fhews its agreement with hif- 
tory, with truth, with reafon, and with itfelf, and the 
whole is applied, as the author proceeds, to demonttrate 
its divine origin. The work is concluded with pathetic 
addretles to Deifts, Jews, and Chriftians.* 

The fifth and laft chapter of the fecond part, is per- 
haps the moft novel and ingenious in the book. The 
Deift is here tofled from horn to horn of a galling dilemma. 
He 1s allowed to take his choice, whether the in{pired 
writers {uppoled or were ignorant of the prevailing opi- 
nion refpecting the plurality of worlds, and the magni- 
tude of the univerfe. The truth and excellency of the 
foriptures 1s fhewn not to be affected by either of them, 
though its doctrines appear to the greateft advantage, by 
the fuppofition of the immenfe extcnt of the works of 
God. 

Moft gladly, if our limits allowed, fhould we quote 
fome of the ftriking and beautiful pafflages with which 
this chapter, and indeed the whole book, abounds. But 
circumfcribed by our pages, we earneftly recommend it 
to our readers, and would invite thofe whe can afford it, 
to put it into the hands of {uch as care for none of thefe 
things, but who may be won by a writer, who aims not 
only to convince and to perfuade, but to excite; who 
unites force, clearnefs and vivacity, with affection and 
earneftnefs, and who never lofes fight of argument, while 
he doth not refufe the aids of imagination. He has not 
forgotten the advice of the poet, 


‘¢ Reason’s the helm, but passion is the gale.” 


His heart is tn his theme, and he bids fair to intereft 
the hearts and confcienccs of his readers. 
Perhaps our readers may thus far fufpect us of an in- 


* The enumeration which follows in the Quarterly Magazine, of 
the chapters, with the summary of their contents, is here omitted, for 


brevity sake. 
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clination towards indifcriminate panegyric; but having 
hitherto {tudied the {tricteft impartiality refpecting books, 
perfons, and things, without regard to any thing but 
what appears to us to be true, we fhall not facrifice 1 it, On 
the prefent occafion, to the warmth of friendfhip. 

Be it obferved then, that faftidious criticifm may gra- 
tify its cynical difpofition even with this excellent book: 
It may object, that the matter contained in it doth not 
all anfwer to the title. The author appeals, it may be 
{aid, to other evidence than its own for the truth of the 
gofpel. The evidence of prophecy, with its correfpond- 
ing accomplifhment, the exact tally between the cir- 
cumftances of the world, and the defcription of them in 
the Bible, are, in fome re{pects, external evidence, which 
do not properly fall under the defign exprefled in the 
title. Perhaps, too, objections might be offered to 
fome fentiments advanced by the author; at leaft they 
would bear to be argued. Such, it may feem to fome, 
is the reply in the text of chap. iv. and in the note of p: 
223, to the objection derived from the fcripture doctrine 
of the atonement, againft the freedom of the falvation 
beftowed by it. The Editor judges it to be the doc- 
trine of God in his word, that it is not only confiftent 
with his juftice, but that the Father of mercies hath 
been pleafed to bind himfelf, in ftrict juftice, to confer 
grace and glory on all thofe for whom Chrift died. This 
cannot encroachon the freedom and fovereignty of di- 
vine grace, for the atonement made for finners, and the 
falvation and eternal life beftowed by it, -are equally his 
Own appointment, and the effect of his free mercy, the 
one for the fake of the other. ‘* In this was manifefted 
<¢ the love of God towards us, becaule that God -fent his 
“‘ only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
6s through him. Herein is Jove, not that we loved 
“<< God, “but that he loved us, and fent his Son to be the 
“ propitiation for our fins.” 1 Johniv. 9, 10. The ob- 
ligation here ariles from Jehovah himielf alone-—his own 
unbought, undeferved, and unfuggefled mercy. He is 
not laid under this obligation by any other. The obliga- 
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tion to confer falvation on all who believe the gofpel, ac- 
cording to his promife, would, upon the like principle, as 
it feems to the Editor, equally derogate from the {ponta- 
neous grace which bettows it. 

We acknowledge, however, that writers and preachers 
have uled very improper language upon this ful byect. In 
confequence of the word, ‘“ debts” being ufed in {crip- 
ture to exprefs fins, and forgivenefs being reprefented as 
the remiffion ot them, the analogies of pecuniary tranf- 
actions have been introduced as affording fit conceptions 
of the dealings of God with men. The divine charaéter 
hath thus been mifreprefented, as well as his law and 
his grace. . The icriptures, we agree with Mr. Fuller, by 
thele expreffions allude to moral obligation, not to any 
thing commercial, juft as we {peak in 1 ordinary language 
of the debt of nature, and the debt of jutftice. It is the 
church alfo, the chofen people of God, who are repre- 
fented as purchafed by the blood of Chrift, not the mer- 
cies beftowed by it 

As this fubject hath been introduced, we think Mr. 
Fuller fhould enlarge upon it in the next edition. We 
know that he holds with the fulleft perfuafion, that Chrift 
made atonement, as the fubftitute of his people, for their 
fins, and that this wasa proper and full equivalent or fa- 
tisfaction in place of their perfonal punifhment. 

Some part of his language, however, in the note, page 
223, might be mifunderitood by a carelefs reader. 

We truft he will thew us fo largely as to preclude the 
poffibility of muiftake, that finners have redemption 
through the blood of Chrift, according to the riches of 
his grace, and alfo in {trict conformity to his juftice and 


fidelity. 


END OF VOLUME I. 
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BESIDES A GREAT VARIETY OF 


ORIGINAL ESSAYS, 


THIS WORK CONTAINS THE 


REVIEW 


OF THE 


FOLLOWING PUBLICATIONS: 


In Volume I. from May, 1797, to May, 1708. 
1. Rufh’s Medical Obfervations and Inquiries, vol.iv. 2. Bar- 


ton on the Fafcinating sir of Serpents. 3. Ouviere’s Differta- 
tion on Yellow Fever. Mafdevall’s Prefcriptions, 8c. 5. 
Priefiley on Phlogifton, Fork 6. Adet’s Reply. 7. Hofack (A.) 
on Yellow Fever. 8. Bayon Dyfentery. 9. Fifher on the fame. 
10. Mackenzie on the fame. 11. ‘fones on Hydrocele. 12. North 
on Rheumati/m. 13. Afhtonon Drop/y. 14. Maclean's two Lec- 
tures on Combuftion. 15. Logan on Gypfum. 16. Peters on Plafter 
of Paris. 17. Brown (S.) on Bilious Fever. 18. Church on 
Camphor. 19. De Witt on Oxygen. 20. Black on Fradures. 
21. Yates and Mf Lean’s Science of Life. 22. Prieftley on Phlo- 
gifton, Partiit. 23. Woodhoufe’s Chemi if??s Pocket Companion. 
24. Huger on Gangrene 25. Logan’s Rotation of Crops. 206. 
Bordley on the fame. , Bréwae (F.) on Yellow Fever. 28. 
Cooper on ices 29. Stock on Cold. 30. Fohnfon on 
Fixed Air. 31. Proceedings of the Philadelphia “College of Phy- 
ficians. 32. Wa lker on Sterility. 


In Volume If. from May, 1798, to May, 1799. 
33. AT ie on the Action of Mercury. 34. Barton's Materia 


Medica. Currie (WV.) on Remitting Fevers. 36. Davidee 
on Yellow Fever. 37. Ouviere on the Philadelphia Fever of 
1797. 38. Spalding on Animal Heat. 39. Philadelphia Aca- 
demy of Medicine, Priofs, Sc. 40. Lent on deftroying Peftilen- 
tial Vapours by Alkalies. 41. Allen on Scarlatina. 42. Rufh’s 
Medical Inquiries and Obfervations, vol. v. 43. Smith's (. P.) 
Revolutions in Chemiftry. 44. Horfefield on Sumachs. 45. Ar- 
cher on the Croup. 46. Stuart on Afercury in Fevers. 47. Bay- 


ley’s Health-Office Letters. 48. Currie’s Memoirs of Yellow Fe- 


ver. 49. Lranfadtions of the New-York Agricultural Society, 

Part iii. 0. Williamfon’s Defcription of Genefee. 51. Fad?s 
5 

and Obfervations, &Sc. by the Philade: Ip hia isiees a f Phyficians. 


52. Rufh’s Lnquiries anda Ob fei vations. 


In Volume III. from May, 1799, to May, 1800. 


53. Report on the Volcano of Guadaloupe. 54. Tuzewell’s 
Vade-mecum Medicum. §5. Caldweil’s Oration on Peftilential 


Difcafes. 56. Brazilian Georgics. §7. Barton's Fragments of 
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Natural Hiftory. 58. Rufh’s Leéures on Animal Life. 59. Ha- 


milton on Small-Pox. 60. Spalding’s Chemical Nomenclature. 
61. Bordley’s Notes on Hufbandry. 62. Webjter on Epidemic 
and Pefiilensial Difeafes. 63. Candie and Folwell’s Account of 
the Peftilence of Philadel phia in 1798. 064. Hardie on the fame 
in New-York, 1798. 65. Holt on the fame in New-London, 
1798. 66. Report of the New-York Medical Society on the fame. 

67. Rufh’s firjt Addrefs to the Philadelphians. 68. Rufl’s fe- 
cond Addrefs to the fame. 69. _— on the Principle - Ani- 
matisn. 70. Lytler on Plague. Priefiley’s Refutation of 
the Compo/ttion of Water. 72. Tianfebtions of the New-York 
Agricultural Society, Partiv. 73. Currie and gee 5 Sketch of 
Yellow Fever. 74. Vaughan’s Chemical Syllabus. 75. Seaman’s 
Midwives’ Monitor. 


In the Part of Volume 1V. from May to November, 1800. 


76. Barton on Goittre. 94. Tytler on Plague. 73. Brown’s 
(S.) Prize-Differtation. 79. Tran/adtions of the Philofophical 
Society of Philadelphia. 80. Foderé’s Effay on Cretinage. 81. 
Cathrall on Black-Vomit. 82. Blanchet’s Application of Che- 
mifiry to Medicine. 83. Waterhoufe’s Traét on the Kine-Pox. 
84. Tr anfaétions of the Philofophical Society of Philadelphia. 


In fhort, it is needle/s to do more for exciting the curiofity of 
the readers gy this Pages than to inform them, 1 iTHAT A LARGE 
SHARE OF THE NATURAL HISTORY OF AMERICA—A GREAT 
BODY OF FACTS AND PROCEEDINGS RELATIVE TOITS ENDE- 
MIc DISEASES, AND PARTICULARLY THE YELLOW FEVER— 
AND AN IMPORTANT DISCUSSION, IN CHEMISTRY, OF THE 
POINTS OF VARIANCE BETWEEN THE PHLoGISTIANS AND 
THEIR OPPONENTS, AS CARRIED ON IN THIS COUNTRY—are 
contained in the publifhed Numbers of the Medical Repofitory. 


New-York, November 20, 1800. 
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LT. and F: SWORDS have now in the Press, printing from the third London 


edition, to be comprised i one handsome octavo Kolume, 


LECTURES 


ON 
DIET AND REGIMEN: 
BEING 


ASYSTEMATIC INQUIRY 


INTO THE MOST RATIONAL MEANS OF PRESERVING HEALTH AND 
PROLONGING LIFE; 


TOGETHER WITH 
PHYSIOLOGICAL AND CHEMICAL EXPLANATIONS, 
CALCULATED CHIEFLY 


FOR THE USE OF FAMILIES, 


IN ORDER TO BANISH THE PREVAILING ABUSES AND PREJUDICES 
IN MEDICINE, 





By A. F. M. WILLICH, M. D. 





Qui ftomachum regem totius corporis effe 
Contendur it, Vera niti ratione videntur ; 

Hujus enim tenor validus firmat omnia membra : 
At contra ejufdem franguntur cuncta dolore. 


SERENI SAMMONICI, de Medicina Pracepta faluberrima., 





This popular, instructive work particularly treats of the following 
subjects: 1. On the means of preserving health and prolonging life. 
25 On air and weather, including direétions how to avoid the ill effects 
of heat and cold. 3. On cleanliness, and particularly as it respects the 
management of the teeth, and the use of warm and cold baths. 4. Oia 
dress, ‘considered with respect to the materials and the form of it. 5. On 
food, animal and vegetable. 6. On drink and spices. 7. On exercise 
and rest. 8. On sleeping and waking. g. On evacuations, especially 
those of the bowels, of urine, and of insensible perspiration. 10. On 
the sexual intercourse. 11. On the passions and affections of the mind. 
12. On the organs of sense. 13. On the treatment and preservation of 
the eyes. Tovether witha great variety of other important and miscel- 


laneous matter. 
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Subscriptions to this Work will be received at the Book-store and 
Pri laine -office of the Publishers, No. 99 Pearl-street, New-York; C. R, & 
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New- York, November, 1800, 








